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For some time now the ARRL DXCC award has been regarded as the ultimate achievement in amateur radio. Unfortunately this award is extremely difficult to achieve for VHF operators, and in many cases is absolutely impossible. A few years ago the ARRL introduced the VUCC award as an alternative to stimulate VHF operation worldwide. This award recognizes contacts based on the Maidenhead grid locator system, and thus encourages activation of gridsquares which would otherwise be ignored vis-à-vis VHF operation. An initial certificate is awarded for grids as per the table below. 
	for 50 MHz, 144 MHz and Satellite 
	100 Credits 

	for 432 MHz 
	50 Credits 

	for 902 MHz and 1296 MHz 
	25 Credits 

	for 2.3 GHz 
	10 Credits 

	for 3.4 GHz, 5.7 GHz, 10 GHz,
24 GHz, 47 GHz, 75 GHz, 
119 GHz, 142 GHz, 241 GHz 
and Laser 300 GHz and above 
	5 Credits 


Only contacts dated January 1, 1983 or later are creditable for VUCC purposes. 

Individual band awards are endorseable in the following increments: 

	(a) 
	50 MHz, 144 MHz and Satellite 
	25 Credits 

	(b) 
	432 MHz 
	10 Credits 

	(c) 
	902 and above 
	5 Credits 


There are no specialty endorsements such as "CW only," etc.
GENERAL RULES:
Separate bands are considered as separate awards. No crossband contacts are permitted, except for Satellite. No contacts through active repeaters are permitted, except for Satellite Awards. Contacts with aeronautical mobiles (in the air) do NOT count. 
Stations who claim to operate from more than one grid locator simultaneously (such as from the intersection of 4 grid locators) must be physically present in more than one locator to give multiple locator credit with a single contact. This requires the operator to know precisely where the intersection lines are located and placing the station exactly on the boundary to meet this test. To achieve this precision work requires either current markers permanently in place, or the precision work of a professional surveyor. Operators of such stations should be prepared to provide some evidence of meeting this test if called upon to do so. Multiple QSL cards are not required. GPS readings are acceptable. 

For VUCC awards on 50 through 1296 MHz and Satellite, all contacts must be made from a location or locations within the same grid locator or locations in different grid locators no more than 50 miles apart. For SHF awards,contacts must be made from a single location, defined as within a 300-meter diameter circle. 

HOW TO APPLY: 

QSL Cards and prescribed application forms (available from the ARRL website) must be forwarded to Tjerk ZS6P (Awards Manager of the SARL) for checking. For the convenience of the Awards Manager in checking cards, applicants may indicate in pencil (pencil ONLY) the grid locator on the address side of the cards that DO NOT clearly indicate the grid locator. Cards must be sorted: (1) Alphabetically by field and (2) Numerically from 00 to 99 within that field. Postage must be included for the return of cards.
Enclosed with the initial VUCC certificate from the ARRL will be a computer printout of the original list of grid locators for which the applicant has received credit (MSD-259). When applying for endorsements, the applicant will indicate in RED on the right hand side of the page those new grid locators for which credit is sought, and submit cards for certification to the Awards Manager. A new updated computer printout will be returned with appropriate endorsement sticker(s). Thus, a current list of grid locators worked is always in the hands of the VUCC award holder, available to the VHF Awards Manager during certification, and a permanent historical record always maintained at the ARRL. 

COSTS
Beginning January 1, 1996, all VUCC applicants will be charged an initiation fee of $10.00. This fee includes one VUCC certificate and one VUCC lapel pin. Each additional VUCC certificate, whether new or replacement, is $10.00. For endorsements, enclose $5.00. 

Complete information on the VUCC Program can be found on ARRL Web at: http://www.arrl.org/awards/vucc/ This includes all the forms, rules and copy of the January 1983 QST article. 

