
The Dalesman exits Blea Moor Tunnel on the up line

1 Go to the sound files download page. (Assume log sheets already printed)

2 Read the conditions  (be clear about time-limits).

3 Download the appropriate QNC sound file.

4 Translate the Morse and write your QNC in plain text on the ad hoc log sheet.

5 Use Google Maps and its many embedded site-view and street-view images, as
well as search engines to find answers. Write answers on the appropriate log sheet.

6 Generate the QTC sound file and check it against your log sheet.

7 Consult the Sending Options table for sending-media choices.

Each QNC presents a mix of simple and compound questions.  Scoring is
somewhat analogue in nature in that each answer in your QTC potentially
carries five points regardless of complexity.   The more detail given in an
answer the more likely it is to earn all five points.



While there’s no limit on the length of QTCs,  a balance needs to be struck
between the amount of detail and a practical length of text to send.  Avoid
ambiguities caused by being too brief, ambiguities can cost points.

We have an impartial volunteer examiner,  Ruth ZL4KA,  who will mark your
QTCs after receiving them in plain text.    Except for questions to Stan,
zl3tk@qsl.net  no correspondence will be entered into.

For all STC traffic  the CW speed may be between 10 and 25 wpm.
If a QNC is too fast, slow it down by up to 50 %  without any change of pitch by
simply uploading it to https://audiotrimmer.com/audio-speed-changer,  then
save the file at the speed of your choice.

For simplicity when sending map coordinates in Morse,  unsigned Decimal
Degrees (DD) format is used in which the decimal point is replaced by the letter
‘R’ and the quadrant indicator is a single-letter suffix.

Map coordinates to four decimal places have an 11 m granularity at mid-
latitudes, this usually provides adequate accuracy.  However in the STC
environment where greater accuracy is sometimes required, five decimal places
may be used to give a 1.1 m granularity.

Google Maps was the primary source of searchable information used in
constructing CW STC,  therefore it will often be the first port-of-call when
searching for answers.   Street view mode has been heavily utilised.



This example QNC carries only one instead of the usual five questions.
It simply illustrates the format you’ll hear in downloaded sound files.

This example QTC carries only one answer typical of a sound file. In real QTCs,
fewer than five questions may be answered (understanding that there will be a
proportional reduction in potential points).

The example QTC below carries five answers to five questions in a normal STC
QNC.   It illustrates the format to adopt for HF  transmissions.  In real QTCs,
fewer than five questions may be answered (understanding here will be a
proportional reduction in potential points able to be earned)





Repeat Requests
QRM, QRN and QSB all characterise HF comms,  often making
repeats necessary during traffic handling when accuracy is vital.
There is an established protocol to make repeats an easy process.



A certificate will be awarded to every participant.

Steam excursion crossing the ‘Talbot Short’ Dent Head Viaduct,
where on the North Yorkshire Moors perspective is everything!


