Western Suburbs Radio Club Inc.

July 2011 Newsletter

ZL1AC, Branch 03 NZART 3000 Great North Road New Lynn,

PO Box 15-122 New Lynn WAITAKERE 0640

President: lan Sangster ZL1RCA, Vice President Ross Reddell ZL1VRR.
Secretary: Roy Milam ZL1WI. Newsletter Editor — John Neill ZLINE
VHF Club Net Wednesday 07:30pm 146.525 MHz,

HF Club Net Fridays 07:30pm 3.623 MHz

Website http://www.gsl.net/zllac

Club Calendar

Saturday o July Committee Meeting 9:30 am
Saturday om July Club Meeting- Vaughan Henderson on Coaxial Cables
Saturday 13" August Hamilton Market Day
Wednesday | 12 October Jumbo Challenge Indoor Bowles
July Meeting

The July meeting on Saturday 9" will be a talk by Vaughan Henderson on Coaxial Cables. Vaughn has extensive knowledge of
this subject from his work and the talk will be informative on this subject that is so important to us all in transmitting and
receiving a good signal.

June Meeting

The June meeting was a talk by Paul ZL4AX on Packet Radio. Paul talked on the history of packet Radio and its close
He talked about his Packet Station in Pukekohe and how to access it. For ease in our
western suburbs area Grant ZL1GSM also has a packet station also and you are able to access Paul’s station through Grant’s
station. Simplex 432.675 MHz, a Terminal Node Controller (TNC) and a computer with appropriate software is all that is
needed to get you into the packet world. Connect to Grant’s packet radio with the command ¢ Rangi and then to Paul with

association to the internet and email.

¢ Pukkie.

Connection from the Clubrooms to Pukkie (ZL4AX) via Rangi (ZL1GSM)
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AREC

No AREC activities are planned this month. Recently the section members with all other Auckland sections were invited to
tour the CD Headquarter in Hopetown Street. Unfortunately it was at short notice so very few were able to make it. However
those who could, had an interesting tour.

Rally New Zealand

Planning for the event started a week earlier, with getting the gear we needed. For me this only required to take VHF as we
were only required to report using 2 metres. | did take my HF to listen to the start/finish results and 5km Safety Radio
information. Saturday we were up early and were on the road before 7:30am. We had a good trip down to Hampton Downs,
which would be a first for me and Merv ZL1SK who also was assisting over the two days the rally was running. We had all
types of weather thrown at us over the weekend. The race track at Hampton Downs still has more work to be done to it, but is
up and running with a numbers of races had since it opened last year. A lot of time in planning and design has gone into the
track to make it an international race standard racetrack. The first stage has large accommodation blocks to stay in, and the race
information and pit areas are completed.

A good field of cars were on show with group N class Rally NZ Seeded List, and a Smartwood Possum Bourn Memorial Rally
division running on the first day only. Most of NZ’s best rally cars were present, so a good weekend was on, with good stage
times recorded. On arrival we radioed into base and were directed to our Radio point. As Regroup out we had regroup
Marshals to give radio report sheets to us as the cars departed the circuit. Merv had stayed overnight and was able to get power
to charge his batteries over night, before the start at 08-00am. The cars did three stages and a refuel before returning to
Hampton Downs for a service and regroup. A stage at Hampton Downs and then a further three stages before returning to the
park for another stage on the track. We were not required further for the day we headed to Raglan for the night, to stay at the
Motor Park overnight.

We got up a little latter than the previous day as we were not required till 11:45am for the arrival of the first Cars. We checked
in with Base and then changed frequencies onto the STSP repeater on 146.8250. We had good copy from Raglan and my
regroup out was a local operator was Fred Gilbert ZK1EDF. Once we had established our positions in the park. The service
crews started arriving to set up for their team cars. The Marshalls set up and waited for the arrival of the rally cars. The cars
had done three stages since leaving Hampton Downs. Once we had the paper work from the arrival driver’s card we radioed
base with the time. This continued for the remaining cars, refuelling and regroup out, with their departure times relayed to
base. The cars then completed two more stages before a service in, regroup in and regroup out. These times were relayed to
base, to be entered into the Master computer with total elapsed time for each car. This continued for all those still remaining in
the Rally.

About 3:00pm most cars had departed back to base to finish, with a stage round the race circuit. A good time was had with the
weather remaining fairly fine for the day. And a good trip home. We toped up with fuel before arriving home and ready for
tea. Thanks to all the operators who assisted, and the Base operators who took many 100’s of Messages over the weekend.
Thanks Richard, David and the team at base for being there on the microphone to accept our messages.

73’s Ross ZL1VRR

B NZ Rally at Raglan NZ Rally at Raglan
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NZ Rally at Raglan Rally Cars in Regroup Hold Area NZ Rally Cutting New Tread Patterns

Hamilton Market Day

Saturday August 13", 2011

Hamilton Table Tennis Club Rooms
Edgecumbe Street, Hamilton

Vendors from 8.00 am
Buyers from 10.00 am

Table space at $20 per metre pre-paid
$25 per metre on the day
Refreshments available on site

Mail enquiries to: Market Day, Hamilton Amateur Radio Club,
PO Box 606, Hamilton

E-mail: harcmday@nzart.org.nz

Web: zllux.tripod.com/market day.html
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New Q Signals for Old Timers Only

QAR: Is your arthritis acting up today? My arthritis is acting up today.

QBP: How many bypasses (or stints) do you have? | have ___ bypasses (or stints).

QDF: Does (or did) your ICD (implantable cardioverter-defibrillator) zap you when you key down? My ICD zaps (zapped) me
when | key down.

QDN: Are you wearing dentures? | am wearing dentures.

QFO: Do you fart often? 1 fart often.

QGC: How many grandchildren do you have (or do you have a new grandchild)? | have __ grandchildren (or | have a new
grandchild).

QGM: Are you operating golf cart mobile? | am operating golf cart mobile.

QID: What kind of incontinent diapers do you use? 1 use ___ diapers for incontinence.

QJR: How many joint replacements have you had? | have had ___ joint replacements.

QLO: Do you know what LOL (or IMHO, ROFL, etc.) stands for?

QLW: Do you watch Lawrence Welk reruns? | watch Lawrence Welk reruns.

QMD: Who is your geriatric physician? My geriatric physicianis ..

QOT: Are you an Old Timer and were you licensed before no-code licensing? | am an Old Timer and | was licensed before no-
code licensing.

QPA: What is your PSA level (or have you had your PSA level checked)? My PSA level is .

QPG: Was that QRM or did you just pass gas? No, that was QRM.

QPJ: Do you drink prune juice? I drink prune juice.

QPM: Did you just pull a muscle? I think | just pulled a muscle.

QPP: Do you need to take a bio-break? | need to take a bio-break.

QRX: What medications are you taking? | am taking the following medications .

QSS: Have you gotten your social security check? I have received my social security check.

QVC: Do you know how to program your VCR? | can program my VCR.

QWH: Do you think Betty White is hot? | think Betty White is hot.

and of course, my favorite.....

QSH: Do you have a sense of humor? | have a sense of humor.

Club Nets

VHF Net 146.525 MHz 7:30pm every Wednesday, HF Net 3623 KHz +/- QRM/QRN 7:30pm every Friday. All are welcome
to check in on the nets. The full HF Net Roster can be found on http://www.gsl.net/zl1ac/wsrc-hf-roster.html

8-Jul-11 ZL1ACZ Barry
15-Jul-11  ZL1wli Roy
22-Jul-11  ZL1VRR Ross
29-Jul-11  ZL1RCA lan
5-Aug-11  ZLIMW Brian

12-Aug-11 ZL1INE John
19-Aug-11 ZL1ACZ Barry
26-Aug-11  ZL1WI Roy

2-Sep-11 ZL1VRR Ross
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Auckland Council — Amalgamation of District Plans
Hi All,

Last weesk | made enquiries of the new Auckland Council to try and find out what the timetable was
for amalgamating all the varicus District Plans currently operative into one common plan for the new

city.

After a little delay, | managed to contact Mr. Phil Reed, Unitary Manager, Auckland Council. He was
guite informative:

1. Council has formed a number of “Streams” each of which is tasked with looking at specific
aspects of each of the current District Plans. (| take it in this context a “stream” is a working
group formed of Council employees).

2. All the Streams are to have completed their preliminary reports, identifying where there are
“issues” which will need more work by the end of this year. These reports go before the
Auckland Cowncil.

3. Beginning 2012, if everything goes to schedule, work will begin on formulating the new
Unitary Flan which is the name being given to the new Auckland Council’s eguivalent of the
old District Plam.

4. Dwring 2012, as sections of the new Unitary Plan take shape, there will be a process of
notification and an opportunity for “stakeholder” consultation and input to the provisions of
the new Unitary Plan. Yes — that us, we are now “stakeholders” - exciting eh?

L. Sometime in 2013 or 2014 or later... depends on how long step 4 takes and how many
objections are received and if there are challenges taken to the Environment Court, etc. the
new Unitary Flan will be adopted and become the new rules under which Auckland City will

operate.

Mr. Phil Reed said that they were interested in identifying “stakeholders” who would have an
interest im the new Unitary Plan and inwited me to write to him with my contact details. | have done
so expressing interast in anything to do with antennas, aerials, masts, poles and their positioning on
a property and also radio freguency emissions. Hopefully that about covers the field! | am advised
that the new Council will contact me with information on the relevant section(s) of the new Unitary
Flan in time for submissions to be made.

In the mean time — whatewver rules currently apply to your location under the old City Council's
District Plan are still cperative — Le. if you want to gt 3 new mast up now might be a good time to
do it!

Best regards
Vaughan Henderson ZL1TGC

26 Junme 2011.
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The following is reproduced from Q-Bit. Sorry copy is a bit fuzzy.

AREC/LandSAR Operation West Christchurch Earthquake February 2011

This is an account of my time. John ZL2HD in Christchurch with LandSAR.

During a Wellington LandSAR search for an elderly gentieman in the Kapiti area, news of the
2nd Christchurch earthquake started filtlering through to us in the search incident management
“team (IMT), based a1 Wellington Central Police Station. By mid aflternoon our IMT had been
moved from the large incident room we normally get to usc as this was required lor the Police
response 1o what was happening in Christichurch. We carried on with the scarch and
successfully found the missing peeson. after three nights in the bush. A number of AREC
personal had helped out over the scarch, which was the second call-out that week,

On Thursday the call went out for s team 10 go 10 Christehurch. Each team going to Chrisichurch
was directed to be self contained and self sufficient. This meant field teams, IMT and
communications. logistics and everything we do in LandSAR. To make acomplete team [ was
“invited” on Saturday night to be part ol the IMT/communications section, and to be ready to
g0 in the next 24 hours “somehow”. | spent Sunday getting a kit ogether of cables, conpectors,
soldering iron, tools, DC power supplies and test gear (many thanks to Tim ZL2RST for his
assistance), as well as food. clothes, lent. documents and forms. Soon the “somehow™ becume
a RNZAF flight from Ohakea around midday on Monday. Carpooling was arranged and we
meet up at the transport room @ the airbase. Around 80 LandSAR volunteers boarded the 757
flight, many having to put their wet welher leggings on, as shorts are not permitted clothing on
an Airforce Right! And of course you can't take batteries on plancs, so all the VHF handhelds
had the battery packs removed, put in a plastic bag each and boxed up with the safety
certificates and sealed for the flight. | had a can of WD40 removed from the tool bag. but they
swapped it for a few rolls of tape.

In Christchurch we were taken to our camp at Halswell Park. AREC/CD/LandSAR cars and
caravans were in full attendance. as most LandSAR units from the South Island had brought
these 1o use as bases and accommeodition. We sctup our tents in the tent ¢ity which housed
around 200 people in small pup tents through 1o large manquees and carivans with awnings,
The operation had around 130 LandSAR Volunteers.

We amived on Monday evening, 6 days after the “quuke. and the operation was in full swing and
getting bigger day by day. A large mobile art gallery was being set up as the IMT. comms were
being run from the Christehurch AREC bus, and other services such as logistics were ina sports
hall, Communications were being run by Richard Z14FZ . with Den Z1LIDMC and Daniel
ZLADFA working closely with him. Other South Tsland AREC members were rostered in from
out of town and worked for a day cach

The first job for me was to get all 89 radios back in the correct cases, with the worrect balleries
and checked, charged and inventoried ready w be issued. Communications from Halswell 1o the
Eanthyuake Operations Centre were un VI, and a single VEF repeater was being used w cover
Chrisichurch 1o the team beaders. with simples channels being used in the Leams. Team leaders
had wo radios issued 1o them lor this purpose.

Q-3 April 2011
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LundSAR had been tasked with visiting all the homes that were vulside of the two highly
impacted areas. We did not et o good insighi to how the cordon {red pone) and eastemn suburhs
were being run, but from my understanding it was like this: The cemtral ¢ity aren was being
covered by Lhe emergency services with assistince rom groups sech as Urban SAR and Rural
Fire and being run under Civil Defence contrd.  The arcas outside of this o the East was
covered by Operation Suburhs. run by Civil Defence wmd wsing similar resourecs.

LoindSAR was visiling the rest of the city 1o provide “reconnaissance and re-nssurance” in
Operation West. The teams of 16 searches and 2 leader were allocated an area to cover cach daxy,
and Wellinglon LandSAR wene put into leams and put 1o work! | ended up in Hemby where we
covered a few hundred houses in the first day. We worked in pairs or singly in a leap frop
manner and every door was knocked on. IF people were home we intradeced curselves and
asked how they were, were they ok, did they have everything they needed and were their Family
ok. was their house safe and could we be of any help. Lastly we asked about their neighbours
This was an introduction 1o get those that had not checked on their neighbours 1o do so (ofien
we already had), and to help them if needed. Many people had minor damage, but problems
such as running out of food and nat having transport (public Irnspon wes nod eperating ot this
slage) was 2n issue. We senl many people next door to offer o ride w the shops in cases where
this was required,

Although 1 didn’L see pny major damage or desperate necd, our leams were calling on EMErEency
services arpund 10 times a day, and collecling o large number of requests for help. Emergency
citlls were mode via the 111 network and less urpent items documented and eadioed or returmnied
o the IMT at the end of the day. Many people were very happy to see us as we were the (i
contuel with any authority they hed had sinee the first carthquake last vear! | meet people thit
had gone home after the quake and had not spoken 10 anyone since! They wanted o 1alk and
were happy (o have a fricndly face checking on them. Watching the TV all day. they thought the
entire city was ruined and were nol asking for help of going out in case they got in the way of
the emergency recoven.

As Uperation West gol to shout 350 LandSAR =afl, it became chear thal we would cover the
A0 ar s0 homes very quickly, The large SitReps being sent o the EOC each night showed
Civil Delemee the pictun: in the West amd whal was required there, The operation was then
expanded lo cover Hanks Pewrealy und some other outlying areas, lo provide comms in Lyt
prd Akaron prea, AREC were deploved 1o selup repeaters and forward bases a (he senrch
teams moved "over the hill”™, Twis dispatched with Lindsay £1LAKS and o SAR member o selip
in Akoroa for the search of that wrea,

W departed with a portible repemter and instolled this an the hill sbove Akaroa o, W then
sctup a base in the sports pavilion with a radio each on the Halswell ehannel. our loval SAR
repeater and S6HO HE

Being pood LandSAR IMT stalf we created our stius hoards, allocated out the IMT tasks
umongst the three of us. The staus. tasks wnd communications plan was documented on the
whitchoards and we spent the aliernuen arranging free wi-l internet und setting up he base,
Wi visited the docal Civil Detence centre, LindSAR manager and local Police w introduce
ourselves. Alleiplnined thir the arca was 100 and hind heen checked already but were happ
that we were Following though and doing it in s formal manner

Q-Bin April 200 |
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A few weams called in and checked out o forward hase and all commented that they were
plessed Lo see il wag being run property. 11 wmed out i sk ings had chanped and the scarcly
teams wi were expecting Lhit day were coming the next day and only the 454 eans going Lo
very remote areas were ol our wiy, This exploined the Lck of radio rad Toe amd why the weams
that visited us were all only tweo people!

After a fine meal nnd lights oul we were loudly awoken nt 10:45 by the local polwosman. He was
wery disappointed 1o see anly thnee people in the hall- he hied o real missing person and winted
help. and seeing the setup during the day had espected 1o see 40 Land SAR staflin the hall! We
<t Wi b simd swent thrauph the normmel search stan up. Missing person details. last kpown
posilion, intentions. associstes, fness. clothing. cie. We provided the maps of the arcs and the
ofTicer showed us the lay ofthe land. He tasked ws o doa hasty search of the roads near the lasi
known position and we gave him a redio o ik w us on. He besded (o the informant’s 1o get
more infio and we headed ofT inthe dork 10 do g rosd search. Loter as we drowve the very dark
roacks and stopped and called and shone our torches, we received @ radio messape: persn Found.
siand down and return to base, We headed hme and were joined by the policeman. A larmer
hitel Found the person. 7 hours aller separating from his group, wearing a i-shir and shors in the
middle ol his farm. lost!

A very relieved policeman came 1o our base and thanked us for our support and explained that
all the stafT that woukd normally erganise a scarch and assist him were on duty in Christchurch
and not answering their phones or not available. He didn™ normaally have to amange a search or
allocate tasks, so our expericnce hod been very valuable 1o him. Fleased to be: of service!

The next day we received taskings for the local area search and & teams of varying sises
swarmed the area_ covering every house and furm. Not a lot of radio work required excep for
some overlapping taskings to be sorted oul amd we played hosts o the leams for lunch and
when new taskings were required, We uscd HF to see how well it worked 1o Halswell and when
the last team wis sefe on the rood home we shut down, cleaned up and headed up to remove the
repeater. The Akaroa area had had no damage in this quake but the scarch had been 2 goad public
relations exercise for the City,

Later that night | went to the Marlys Hill national system site to help remowe the LundSAR
repenter. A number of {non-ham) portable repeaters were scattered around and 1 wondered
ahout the imermod implications of these repeaters in such a highly RF populated site, Ham
5TSPs necd to be distanced from other fixed stations for this reason but this was a declared
emergency 5o anything goes. The sile has great coverage and is out of the public’s way so |
coubd see why all the emergency providers had gone there.

The LandSAR operation was stood down en the Thursday evening. Operation West i heen
completed in three days: much faster than Civil Defence had expected and even with the other
areas added in, we were done. By 10am Friday the Halswell domain was emply. | lead a
convay to rewm a number of DoC trucks to DoC and the Land SAR eams from the Morth
lsland headed 1o the aimport o fly home, They were given a N on a Singapore Air Ferce
[Hercules- a slow, noisy Might home [ hear.

Howena ZLIROW e | were ssked 1 help return some Wellinglon City Council vehicles to

i)=13i April 2011

Western Suburbs Radio Club — July 2011 8



Weellington, We were sent 10 i comp in ooter Chrisichureh where teams working nside the
cordon (Urbun SAR. Rural lire. Volunteer Fire Brigades und others] had been staving. We
Joined them for the next day and siw a completely Jifferent view of whit had heen gomng on
They had been searching and clearing building and houses inside the cordon. work ing in very
rough. haot conditions with considerable danger. We were very impressed with their abilities and
attitudes and how they got things done. We did notice o major difterence in their minagemen
style and big picture organisition, with them reporting searching homes tha hud been visited
und searched 4 times lready! Dealing with major destruction is very different than looking e
it losi person in so many wiys- we could not dowhat they do and they would nat do whiat we
do vn i regubar busis. AREC of course needs o cover both so we can lepen from eich
arpanisation.

With the Urban SAR team from Wellinglon we gol o see inside the corden ared and visited parts
of Opertion Suburbs. These are very large operations thal were setting up ta run for a long
time, with large numbers of people. and are still going now.

We drave in i convay of nine WCC vehicles back 1o the ferry and delivered the cars It was
inferesting to meet other people leaving Christchurch who had been through two carthquakes
and winted i break away. One person | meet hud decided to go fora long tramp an the hills. jus
W pet away. He was clearly nod thinking as he had lorgotten his shorts (he was poing 1o cut
dovn his jezns te go bush), his water bottle and his cup. | gave him what 1 had and dropped him
wll'in Kinkouru where he was going 1o buy some iramping food and head into the hills. He had
bost his joh and was going o have 1o move because of the quake, but nothing was happening and
he was sick of sitting and wailing,

I was very impressed by the AREC team working with LandSAR for Opceration West. and
everyone who was there helping. A big thank you nnd well done, The lessons we learnt will be
valuable and the experience shows what works and what docsn’L. The challenge ol scale is new
as never before has Land SAR worked with over 350 people! The standard practices of fixed
operational periods and careful handovers proved 10 be needed, people afier § “days on”
deserve u break and there are plenty of capable people to step up.

The Christchurch earthquakes are on going and their effects will be felt for a fong time. My
thoughts 4o 1o those that lost family and friends. and those with damaged homes and businesses.

I was glad 1o be able to help and hope that it is a long lime before we are called out again fora
major disaster like this.

Mcanwhile. scarches go on and we find missing irampers and hunters around Wellington, better
and faster thanks to the experience we gained in Christchureh,
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Club Fees

Club Fees are Now Due. If you have not already done so please send your payment to:

————————————————————————————————————— o] R R R R R
Western Suburbs Radio Club

3000 Great North Road

PO Box 15-122

New Lynn

WAITAKERE 0640

NAME

Please Tick Standard Membership |:| $30.00

Family Membership I:I $35.00

Rural Membership I:I $10.00

Total Paid
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