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Print Converter for Midland Titan Transceivers
Description:

The Titan Print Converter (Convert.exe) overcomes a significant deficiency in the V1.0 software supplied with the Titan series of Midland transceivers. With the supplied software, large quantities of paper are required because channel information is printed in a list format, allowing only three or four channels to be printed per page. Convert.exe transforms this printed output into the more usual "spreadsheet" format, condensing printout size by a factor of at least 10:1.

Installation:

Double-click on the file Convinst.exe to start the self-extracting zipfile. Extract the files into the same directory as your Titan software (including Titan320.exe). Normally this will be C:/Titan; if it's not, enter the path to your Titan software.

The following files are contained in the self-extracting .exe:

convert.doc
(this document)

convert.exe
(the program)

convert.ini
(initialisation file)

convert.pif
(Windows Program Information file)

convert.ico
(icon file)

Once installed, you can drag-and-drop the Convert.pif (shown as "Convert" in Windows Explorer) into your desktop folder of choice. Ideally it would be in the same desktop (and/or Start Menu) folder as the Titan320.exe icon.

If the proper icon isn't displayed after you do this, you can change the icon by right-clicking on the generic icon provided by Windows, and click Properties. Click the Program tab, then click on the Change Icon button. Browse to the directory containing Convert.exe, and click on "Convert.ico". Click OK.

Setup:
The first step in getting this software operational is to insure that you have a "Generic - Text Only" printer driver installed on your computer. 

Windows Preparation:
1: Click the Start menu button, select Settings, then Control Panel. Double-click on the Printers icon. If you see a printer icon labelled "Generic - Text Only", you already have the driver installed; you only need to configure it (see Step 5 below). Otherwise, proceed to step 2.

2: Double-click the "Add Printer" icon. Click Next. Select "Local Printer" and click Next. In the window that appears, scroll down the left panel (Manufacturers) and click on "Generic." In the right panel, there will normally be only one printer listed; if there happen to be more than one in your version of Windows, click on "Generic / Text Only". Click Next. In the following window, your available ports will be listed. One of these should be "File: Creates a file on disk". Click on the File entry, then Next.

3: You are now asked if you want your Windows-based programs to use this printer as the default printer. Click "No" (this is normally the default), then Next. You are now asked if you want to print a test page. Again click "No", then Finish.

4: You'll probably be prompted to insert your Windows install disk. (If not, don't worry about it; the required driver is already on your system.) Put the CD in your drive, and click OK. After awhile, a new Printer Icon marked "Generic / Text Only" will appear in your Printers window.

5: To insure that the new driver is configured properly, right-click on the Generic / Text Only printer icon, and select Properties. Under the Details tab, make sure that "Print to the following port:" says "FILE: (Creates a file on disk)". "Print using the following driver" should say "Generic / Text Only". Under the "Paper" tab, be sure that "Letter" is selected. When all is verified (or changed as required) click OK.

5: Close the Printers and Control Panel windows.

Convert.exe Setup:

Double-click on the Convert icon. This will bring up a DOS box with the title screen. There are a number of options you can change to customise the program to your needs. Once set, these options are stored in Convert.ini, and will be the same every time you use the program, unless you decide to change them. First time through, press "C" as prompted onscreen to modify your defaults.

1: Default filename for input data: Unless you have compelling reasons to do otherwise, make this something very simple: the filename x.prn is recommended. To minimise difficulties with Windows' awful long filename handling, filenames throughout this program are restricted to 8.3 format. A reasonable amount of error trapping helps prevent you from entering invaled filenames.

2: Now choose the output port to which your printer is connected, by pressing the key corresponding to the appropriate port. This will normally be LPT1 (option 1). If you want the program to create .txt files instead of printing directly to your printer, you can choose FILE (option 7). (This is for those times when you want to post-process your printouts using Word or other word-processor for those "special" clients.)

3: You are now asked if you want to automatically delete the 'source' files after printing. The advantage to keeping the source file (answering "no") is that it's easier to select the default source filename when 'exporting' from the Titan320.exe program (covered in detail later). Furthermore, if you exit the Convert.exe program you can always re-enter later and re-print the last file exported. However, the option to automatically delete the source file is provided (by answering yes) for those who may prefer this.

4: Now enter your company name. Keep it reasonably short, or else it might get cut off during printing. Something like "The Wondrous Wireless and Widgets Company - Midland Specialists" would be about as verbose as you'd want to get. By the way, commas are disallowed; if you have any commas in your input line you'll be asked to re-do it.

5: Finally, you are asked if you want Verbose TX frequency display (option 1) or Abbreviated display (option 2). The Verbose display is very much like the XTR printouts; all TX frequencies are printed. The Abbreviated display prints TX frequencies only if they differ from the RX frequency (duplex). For simplex channels, where the TX frequency is the same as RX, a row of dashes with a left-pointing arrow is printed instead. Most users will find the Abbreviated option easier to read.

Setup is now complete. Press X to exit the program. You can re-do the setup any time you like.

OPERATION:
Program your Titan transceiver as per normal. Save the .dmp file just as usual. When all is as it should be, or after the desired .dmp file has been loaded, click on File, select Print, then Text format. You'll now see the usual Print Preview in the old mega-page format. Click the Print... button.

In the Print dialog box that appears, pull down the menu next to Printer Name and select "Generic / Text Only" (this is important!) Be sure that the "All" button is clicked in the Print Range box. The "Number of Copies" option should be greyed out. Click OK.

You now get the Print File dialog box. The first time you use this, you'll have to type the desired filename into the File Name slot. We highly recommend using the default input filename for this (e.g. x.prn). Click OK.

Subsequently when you do this, if you selected "Don't delete source file" in your Convert.exe options, the default filename will appear below the File Name box. You can simply click it with your mouse, bringing it up into the File Name box, then click OK. You'll be warned that the filename already exists, click Yes.

After a short delay while the file is being generated, the Print dialog boxes close and you're returned to the main Titan320.exe window. You can now exit the program, minimise the window, or drag it out of the way. We're done with this program, and are ready for Convert.exe to do its thing.

Using Convert.exe
Bring up Convert.exe, and press Enter (or any key other than C or X). You're asked to provide the input filename. To use the default (e.g. x.prn) just press Enter.

You may now enter an optional customer name, description, or other information. Keep it down to less than 50-60 characters, or it might get truncated during printing.

And away it goes. First the Options page is processed (happens quite quickly; if the program appears to hang up, it's because you are trying to print a file with no channels specified: Close the program and answer "Yes" when Windows complains that it can't automatically shut down the program.) 

Next the channel data is processed. This can take somewhat longer, you're informed of progress by the usual row of "Dos-dots", one dot per channel entry.

Finally the Groups information is processed. Again, this happens very quickly.

You're now taken to the print menu, where you can choose to print any or all of the forms. Be sure your printer is online, with paper in it, turned on, all that sort of thing. (If something is wrong you'll get a snarky complaint from the DOS department.)

When done printing, press X to exit the program.

If you have FILE selected in your port options, no output is sent to the printer. Instead, you're given the filenames of the three converted files, for further editing once you quit the program (by pressing any key).

COPYRIGHT NOTICE:
This software was written by Fred Nachbaur, under the auspices of SK Communications Electronics, specifically for the Copyright Owner, SCL systems. Unauthorized duplication or circulation is illegal.

SCL systems and SK Communications accept no liability for direct or consequential damages arising from the use of this software.
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