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SERVING CENTRAL ILLINOIS AMATEUR RADIO SINCE 1921  IN THIS ISSUE 

Hello to the club.  
 
To begin this new edition of the 
President’s column I would like to 
thank the previous officers of the 
C.I.R.C. Dennis Mills KE9UA, Greg 
Kellerman KC9WVR, Mike Sallee 
KC9FWL and Norm Huber N9ZKS 
for their great service to the club.  
 
 At our last meeting we discussed 
reviving the idea of some shirt/jacket 
printing with the club logo.  
 
Programs after the general business 
meeting are very interesting and 
informative. We do need 
suggestions for future program 
topics. This week our club has the 
privilege to help Chiddix Junior High 
School participate with contacting 
the International Space Station ISS 
thru NASA’ s amateur radio program 
ARISS. Grant Zehr,  

Hari Rebba and many others have 
been very active in getting this 
contact in place. Grant will give a 
presentation on ARISS after the 
general meeting next week. Other 
program ideas that have been 
discussed are NTS The national 
traffic system and message 
handling, the new digital modes that 
have been getting a lot of interest, 
Live Line Demo and a live virtual club 
meeting with Flex Radio. Don’t 
forget that JOTA is this week as well.  
 
 73’s for now Hope to see you 
at our next club meeting. 
 
Jim Baker WB9EDL 
 

 

Annual CIRC Wiener Roast 
Another great time at the Benjamin’s 

 

CIRC History in The News 
A look back over the years of our club through news 
articles in the Pantagraph 

From The President 
by Jim Baker WB9EDL 
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First we want to again give a big thanks 
to Duane Benjamin KC9PIM and his wife 
Susan for hosting the club’s annual fall 
wiener roast. It is always a great time 
and this year we even had the musical 
talents of Masa AB9MQ and Becky 
KA9ROY! 
 

 
The spread of food was amazing 
 
   
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Becky performing on her steel pan 

 

 
Duane before his morning coffee! 
 

ARTICLES AND EVENTS 

We need your input, please send any articles, 
links, interests or upcoming events you want 
the club to know about to Jeff Lovell 
KC9QQM@gmail.com 

 

  

Activities & Actions 
by Jeff Lovell KC9QQM 
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After some conversation at the last 

club meeting concerning the club’s 

history, I was intrigued and thought I 

would do some detective work and 

see what I could find. So digging into 

the archives of The Pantagraph and 

the microfiche at the Bloomington 

Public Library, I have pulled every 

article and notice and mentioned our 

club. These are some from 1920’s 

through the 50’s. These are all on the 

web at 

www.qsl.net/w9aml/history.html . 

 

The above article was from March of 1921 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bit of History 
by Jeff Lovell KC9QQM 

http://www.qsl.net/w9aml/history.html
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The State of Illinois Has just passed a new Solar energy Bill** October 6, 2017 good thru December 31st 2018***.   
They will offer be offering starting today $80** per SREC credit . 
 
A 10 Kw install would take 30 solar panels approximately 330 watt, 54 inch x 42 inch . 
In our local the average gain is 13000kwh* from a 10kw system. 
The system can be configured to sell back to the Utility at about 5.2cents 
 (not the full distribution rate of 13cents Ameren or 16 cents Corn Belt) 
 
If you could avoid paying for Ameren 13000 KWH per year that would be 
$.013/kwh x 13000kwh = $1,690 or three year pay back. 
My average bill ranges from 724-1572 kwh average 1210kwh/month total 14530kwh/year. 
The system would take care of 80% of my normal Ameren Electric bill.   
 
http://www.srectrade.com/blog/srec/srec-markets/illinois 

 

*assumes 16.5% efficient cells, at 30 degrees incline, facing south, with no shadows  

** only for Ameren or Common Wealth Edison Customers.  

Starts at $80per SREC but could go down as Illinois fund depletes 

*** Tax Credit only Good thru December 2018.  

  

Thoughts on Solar Power 
by Rick Suhadolc N9CKL 

http://www.srectrade.com/blog/srec/srec-markets/illinois
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FIELD DAY ANTENNA 

 

Hope On For Hope 
Members provided communications support for this 
bike ride in Le Roy, Illinois.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

1921 
The year the Central Illinois Radio Club of Bloomington 
was started. 

  

745,039 
Current number of ham operators in the US 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Have an upcoming event that the club might be 
interested in attending or supporting? 

CONTACT JIM BAKER WB9EDL 
Or bring it up at the next club meeting 
 

 

AREA EXAM DATES 
Following is the schedule for W5YI-VEC 
Amateur Radio exams for the year 2017. At 
the Community Room of the Bloomington 
Public Library located at the intersection of 
E. Olive St. and S. East ST. Entrance off of S. 
East St. 

Setup is from Noon to 1:00 normally. Exams 
begin at 1:00 P.M. 

Please bring two forms of identification. You 
must have a Social Security Number. We 
cannot administer a test without your SSN. 
You will need a copy of your Current license 
plus any CSCE you want to apply. 

11/11 – Upcoming 

Exams’ in Morton are held at the Morton 
Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 
Noon the third Saturday of even numbered 
months and. Sep 21 (Superfest), 

Contact Bob Bush at tigrbob@gmail.com for 
morinfo. 

 

AREA NETS 
Mon thru Sat 9:00 A.M. CT 14.2475 (HF) 
Displaced Peorians 
Tuesday 9:00 P.M. 146.255 (103.5 PL) 
Woodford County 
Tuesday 7:15 P.M. 146.910  
Tazwell County ESDA Net 
Tuesday 8:30 P.M. 28.450  
CIRC Open 10 meter Net 
Tuesday 9:00 P.M. 146.940 (103.5PL) 
 CIRC Open Net 
Wednesday 9:00 P.M. 147.060  
Open Net Has Newsline 
Wednesday 9:00 P.M. 442.250 103.5 PL 
ARES Open Net 
Varies 147.100 103.5 PL  
Sometimes Trader’s Net follows ARES Net 
held on 442.250 
Thursday 8:00 P.M. 28.450  
Vertical polarization is encouraged but not 
required 
Thursday 9:00 P.M. 146.760 (162.2 PL)  
Open Net with Newsline 
Thursday 9:00 P.M. 146.850 (103.5 PL)  
Open Net Peoria 
Sunday 08:15 A.M. 1.915  
Open 160 meter AM net 
Sunday 7:00 P.M. 146.985 Clinton ARC net 
Sunday 8:30 P.M 147.075 156.7 PL 
Sunday 8:30 P.M. 146.730 123.0 PL Open Net
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Daily Coffee Klatch Monday thru Friday 
9:00 a.m. at Dairy Queen Veterans at Cub’s 
XYL’s Join the OM’s Monday and Friday 
Weekly 10 Meter Net 
Every Tuesday evening at 28.450 mHz- at 
8:30 p.m. 
Weekly 2 Meter Net 
Every Tuesday evening on the 146.940-
repeater at 9:00 p.m. 
Weekly 6 Meter Net 
Every Thursday evening at 50.135 mHz at 
7:00 P.M. 
Weekly 160 Meter AM Net 
Every Sunday morning at 1.915 mHz at 8:15 
A.M. 
CIRC Meeting 
Fourth Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at the Red Cross building in 
Bloomington (Just north of the airport) 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS RADIO CLUB 
P.O. BOX 993 BLOOMINGTON, IL 

61702-0993 
 

WEB PAGE 
HTTP://WWW.QSL.NET/W9AML/ 

 

President: Jim Baker 
(WB9EDL) 

Vice-President: Rick Suhadolc 
(N9CKL) 

Secretary: Duane Benjamin 
(KC9PIM) 

Treasurer: Tom Planner 
(KJ9P) 

Newsletter Editor: Jeff Lovell 
(KC9QQM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The CIRC is a not-for-profit ARRL 
special service club whose purpose is 
to advance the service of Amateur 

Radio. Located in Central Illinois, 
the CIRC and its members welcome 
all to use the 146.94 repeater and to 
attend club meetings. 
 
Submissions for the newsletter 
should be received by the 15th of 
the month and may be emailed to: 
Jeff Lovell 
e-mail kc9qqm@gmail.com 
 

Permission is granted to Amateur 
Radio-related organizations to 
reproduce contents of Short 
CIRCuits provided full credit is 
given. 

 

 
 

  

Regular 
Calendar of 

Events 

http://www.qsl.net/w9aml/
mailto:kc9qqm@gmail.com
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