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Bob Brammer, N-01, and I searched extensively yesterday afternoon at the Avalon Station
(with station assistance) for the Motorola CDM-1550 DCS radio supposedly there but we did
not find it. We also went downstairs into the dispatch area (at Mana's suggestion via
cellphone) and they let us thoroughly look there but no CDM-1550 was found and no one
recalled seeing such a unit when we showed them the Motorola box I brought. Dispatch there
does have a freestanding VHF Motorola CDM-1250 (not encased in a Motorola power supply)
which I confirmed is tuned only to L.A. County Fire Department tactical frequencies, Avalon
harbor patrol, and marine channels.

I returned home with the Motorola CDM-1550 we brought to install and will get it to Dick Rath
so he can return it to CFMB tomorrow pending resolution of the original CDM-1550's status.
But even if we exchanged the Motorola CDM-1550 radio as intended it would not have worked
well. My RigExpert AA-600 antenna analyzer found the SWR on Avalon DCS' supposed "2-
meter/440" antenna was a terrible 3.6-4.0 across the 2-meter band. See attached photos
showing SWR of 4.0 on input to the DCS Mt. Disappointment repeater and good SWR of 1.5
on input to the local Avalon 440 repeater that almost everyone in town can reach. As this
antenna was fine on 440-450 MHz and above it probably is a commercial UHF antenna.
Avalon DCS people told us when they try using 2-meters sometimes it works and other times
not. We tested yesterday on a clear sunny day and reached the DCS simulcast system and
some other 2-meter repeaters. But on a foggy, rainy, or misty day I suspect there's enough
attenuation on the minimal forward power to prevent satisfactory communication.

The 220 MHz amateur antenna there works fine, but the 220 radio is still in its original box
(unused) and no place to install it. The one installed DCS Yaesu FT8900 radio is next to a
copier machine in the Gym room. A plan to move the DCS radios into the conference room
(station EOC) down the hallway never materialized.

More info being sent to Deane today about the technical situation at Avalon DCS (including the
station's radio inventory report)...will also be in contact with Dick to return the CDM-1550
tomorrow.

Diana Feinberg, AI6DF
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