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JOTA Reports 36% Growth in Scout Participation

Scouting’s Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
2018 reports that total Scout participa-
tion in the annual fall event jumped by
36% from 2017. Each year more than 1
million Scouts and Guides get togeth-
er over the airwaves for JOTA, which
takes place on the third weekend of Oc-
tober. Since the first JOTA in 1958, mil-
lions of Scouts have become acquaint-
ed via Amateur Radio, and contacts
sometimes result in relationships that
extend for many years.

This year, 10,703 Scouts took part in
the event, compared with 7,872 last
year. Participating Amateur Radio op-
erators topped 1,000 for the first time
since 2016. At 610, the number of reg-
istered JOTA locations was way up, as
was the number of JOTA stations reg-
istered, with 314. Participating JOTA
stations reported contacts with stations
in 99 countries, also up over 2017.

JOTA Coordinator Jim Wilson, K5ND,
said he was pleased with this year’s
numbers and hopes that 2019’s event
will show a continued increase, despite
a lack of sunspots.

“Looking over the numbers, a big part
of the increase in JOTA Scout partici-
pation came from the World JOTA-JO-
TI (Jamboree on the Internet) Team’s
registration and reporting system,”
Wilson told ARRL. “We had 233 sta-
tions report results on the US system,
which is comparable to last year’s 226.
In addition to that, 9o stations report-
ed their results on the World system.
After eliminating duplicates, this add-
ed 33 to our total of 266 station reports.

That, chiefly, accounts for the increase
in total Scout participation. In sum-
mary, perhaps this nice increase is due
primarily to more accurate reporting.”

Wilson said he’s also looking forward
to the final tally on US participation
in JOTI. “Location registration in the
US jumped from 274 last year to 610
this year,” he said. “Several Amateur
Radio operations reported using JOTI
chat and Skype to greatly improve their
ability to generate Scout-to-Scout con-
versations between the US and the rest
of the world. Of course, VoIP modes
like D-Star, DMR, and EchoLink also
helped in our solar minimum.”

World JOTA-JOTI numbers are not
expected until early 2019, as each
country reports its results by mid-De-
cember followed by number crunching
and compiling of the report, Wilson ex-
plained.

“Thanks to everyone who set up a JOTA
station and helped Scouts experience
the technology, fun, and magic of Ama-
teur Radio. Let’s do it again next year,”
he concluded.

-via ARRL @ https://go.joeteach.us/2SyJzul

Next Meeting
December 11, 2018

The Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club will
have its Annual Christmas Party Tues-
day, December 11, at VFW Post 7032
on 1108 Mumford Road in Greenville.
Meal will be served at 7 PM.

Arrive at 6:30 PM for table and food
setup. Meal will be covered dishes with
beverages furnished by BARC. Attend-
ees should bring a covered dish. It can
be from appetizers to main dish, des-
sert and everything in between.

Peer awards for BARC Ham of the Year,
OM of the Year, YL of the Year, Elmer
of the Year and New Ham of the Year
will be awarded. Also officer and VE
certificates will be awarded for the vol-
unteers. Officers for 2019 will be intro-
duced.

All members. families and guests are
invited to attend.

VFW Post 7032 Map & Pictures
Google map to VFW Post 7032

BARC Board Meeting
New Start Time 7PM
The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, December 18, at 6:00

PM at VFW Post 7032 on

1108 Mumford Road in Green-
ville, NC. This will be a 30 min-
ute meeting. The VE Session
starts the 6:30 PM. All members
invited.
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2019 BARC Officer Elections
At the November 13, 2018 club meeting, the following members
were elected for one year terms in 2019. Congratulations to all.

President — Dave Wood, W4EJ

1st VP — Peter Van Houten, N4 PVH
2nd VP - Louis Demko, W3LPR
Secretary, Gary Coriell, KK4GC
Treasurer, Jeff Meyer, K4DKW
Trustee, Terry Monday, K4ZYD
Trustee, Bill Dawson, WA4SLC

ﬁ Fappy Bonthdays

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club mem-
bers birthdays in December.

02 W4ZRA Rick LaMonica
11 AK4MU James Lewis

11 KG4CCX Todd LeMoine
13 KC4RBE June Highland

Well Westes

Thoughts and Prayers go out to
the following;:

Please inform Joe Jeansonne,
KB4JOE, of any changes.

Additions or corrections to KB4JOE
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Next VE Session

Exams will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 18, 2018 at VFW Post 7032

on 1108 Mumford Road in Greenville,
NC. Exams will start promptly at 6:30
PM. For more info email Gary, KK4GC
at ve @wgamec.com. (remove spaces)
Study material at http://www.arrl.org/
coursestraining. Walk-ins welcome.

Please bring the following required:

«  Photo ID (drivers license)

«  Original Amateur Radio License

« Copy of Amateur Radio License

« Original CSCE’s

« Copy of CSCE

o Testfeeis $15.00.

«  Proof of Tech Plus if before
3/21/87 and doing paper up-
grade to General.

«  SS Number will be needed if you

« don’t have an FRN number. *

* More info at <http://bit.ly/1FOhE1S>.

NC ARES Internet

http://www.ncarrl.org/ares/
e
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Checking 811A Tubes

If anyone has a tube tester that tests
811A tubes, I would like to check
out a few. I have about 5 or 6 that I
need to test and I'm sure some are
okay but just want to be sure which
ones. I use four of them in my Col-
lins 30L-1 and just put in a new set
after one shorted and burned out a
resister and capacitor. Replaced the
parts and ordered four new ones for
the amplifier. It works fine again
just like it did when I got it over 57
years ago. It’s still a great amplifier
putting out about 600 watts. Please
let me know if you have a tube tester
that could be used for a few minutes
or if you know of anyone else that
might be able to help. Email my call
sign at arrl.net.

BARC 2018 Activity

Another year has flown by! The
Brightleaf ARC has participated in
several activities this year.

The first main one was the North
Carolina QSO Party in February
and was again a special station
operating from the former VOA
Receiver Site C. The club call sign
W1VOA attracted more attention.
Plans are already in progress for the
QSO party in February 2019.

The biggest annual activity as usual
was Field Day in June at Oakwood
School. Antennas were installed and
generators readied by contest time
at 2 PM on Saturday. The highlight
of the weekend activity was when
families came out to enjoy the eve-
ning meal catered by Linda Nobles,
the better half of WA4MOK.

Thanks to all that participated.

Volunteer Examiners

At present we have 65 members in
BARC. We need more activity from
those that have not participated
very much in the club organization.
You will enjoy the club more when
you step up for officer positions and
other volunteer positions. One of
the best advantages of club activity
participation is the fellowship with
fellow club members.

The club could use some more Vol-
unteer Examiners at the VE ses-
sions. At least three Amateur Extra
examiners are needed if we have
anyone taking the General or Ama-
teur Extra Class exams.

The General examiner can sign off
for the Technician exam. We only
had three examiners at the last ses-
sion in October including the Liai-
son, Gary, KK4GC. It’s best to have
three plus the Liaison since the Li-
aison is extra busy handling all the
forms. If he has stop to grade ex-
ams, it slows down the process. No
exams can be given if there are less
the three examiners. It’s very re-
warding to see the excitement when
an exam is passed. Not long ago, a
mom and dad brought their teen-
age son down from west of Roanoke
Rapids and he passed the Techni-
cian exam. He jumped up and down
with joy hugging his mother when
he found out he had passed.

IS BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING?

Following is a recent story that
caught my attention. A report
from BuzzFeed News, November
16,2018:

Facebook has submitted a patent ap-
plication for technology that would
predict who your family and oth-
er household members are, based
on images and captions posted to
Facebook, as well as your device in-
formation, like shared IP address-
es. The application, titled “Predict-

ing household demographics based
on image data,” was originally filed
May 10, 2017, and madepublic to-
day (November 15, 2018). The sys-
tem Facebook proposes in its patent
application would use facial recog-
nition and learning models trained
to understand text to help Facebook
better understand whom you live
with and interact with most. The
technology described in the patent
looks for clues in your profile pic-
tures on Facebook and Instagram,
as well as photos of you that you or
your friends post.

It would note the people identi-
fied in a photo, and how frequent-
ly the people are included in your
pictures. Then, it would assess in-
formation from comments on the
photos, captions, or tags (#family,
#mom, #kids) -- anything that in-
dicates whether someone is a hus-
band, daughter, cousin, etc. -- to
predict what your family/household
actually looks like. According to the
patent application, Facebook’s pre-
diction models would also analyze
“messaging history, past tagging
history, [and] web browsing histo-
ry” to see if multiple people share IP
addresses (a unique

identifier for every internet net-
work).

A Facebook spokesperson said in
response to the story, “We often
seek patents for technology we nev-
er implement, and patents should
not be taken as an indication of fu-
ture plans.”

I wonder what’s next since we
now have cell phones and newer
cars have computers following our
movements and cameras in stores
and on streets watching us.

-W4YDY
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California Radio Amateur Receives Notice of Unli-
censed Operation from FCC
The FCC Enforcement Bureau on November 7 issued a Notice of
Unlicensed Operation (NoUO) to Technician licensee Daryl Thom-
as, KE6GMWS, of Carmichael, California, for allegedly operating an
unlicensed FM radio station.

On October 10, 2018, an Enforcement Bureau agent from the FCC’s
San Francisco Office responded to a complaint of an unlicensed FM
station operating on 95.7 MHz in Carmichael. The agent confirmed
by direction-finding techniques that a signal on 95.7 MHz was em-
anating from a residence, and Thomas subsequently admitted that
he was the operator of this station, the FCC said in the NoUO.

The agent measured the field strength of the signal found that it
exceeded the maximum permitted level of 250 uV per meter at 3
meters, established under Part 15.

The Notice cautioned Thomas that operation of radio transmitting
equipment without a valid radio station authorization, or in viola-
tion of the Commission’s RF radiation limits, constitutes a viola-
tion of the federal laws cited above and could subject the operator
to severe penalties, including, but not limited to, substantial mon-
etary fines, in rem seizure of the offending radio equipment, and
criminal sanctions including imprisonment.

“Unlicensed operation of this radio station must be discontinued
immediately and must not resume,” the Notice warned.

via ARRL @ https://go.joeteach.us/2RBKgaF

New BARC Call Sign Trustee

Bill Dawson, WA4SLC, is now the Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club
trustee for the 3 call signs, W4AMC, W4UHS and W1VOA. They
were effective October 23 and October 24, 2018. Any questions con-
cerning the call signs should be referred to Bill. - W4YDY

October 2018 BARC VE

Session Results

On the October 16, 2018 BARC
VE session, there were two can-
didates passing the FCC exams.
Judy Taber, KN4PWYV, Green-
ville, and Mike Piantanida, KN-
4PWU, Snow Hill, passed the
Technician Class license exam
to earn their Amateur Radio li-
cense They both aced the exams
getting all 35 questions correct.
Welcome to Amateur Radio
Judy and Mike and congratula-
tions for your accomplishment.
The FCC assigned their new call
signs on October 24, 2018.

The VEs present were VE Liai-
son Gary Coriell, KK4GC, Ger-
ald Sighman, KN4CKL, and
Dave Langley, W4YDY.

The next regular BARC VE ses-
sion is scheduled for December
18, 2018. Go to http://www.
wgamec.com/barcinfo.html#VE
for the latest information. -
W4YDY

a_ AL

Robert Young, NC4RY, showing his
County Hunter Award certificate to
the BARC club at the October club
meeting. He knew some members
would be very surprised!
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Cartifind Publf-: Accountants

TERRY A. MONDAY, CPA, CVA, EA
K4ZYD

105-D East Victoria Ct.
Gresmvillp, NC 27858

Phiona (252) 321-8007
Fax (252) 321-2991

N $ “M’"E I”c

= Hwy. 33 East
= Greenville, NC
252 758-3309

Mark Langley - ¥ l _
~ Fax 252 758-1396

Mike Langley =7%
KDAMTT

Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter

for three months for each renewal. Ads must be received
by the last week of the month to be included in

the following issue.

Send ads to:

Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387,

Greenville, NC 27835, ATTN: Joe Jeansonne

or email to: hamchatter @ wdamc.com(no spaces)

FOR SALE: IC7000, ALL FBAND HF/VHF/UH,$600.00; TARHEEL Il HP,
MOBILE ANT, 40 THRU 10, $200.00; TARHEEL I, HP MOBILE ANT, 40
THRU 10, $200.00; SEVERAL SPEAKER TRIPODS WITH MOUNTS FOR
PORTABLE ANT USE, 40.00 EACH; TARHEEL MODEL 100, 80 THRU

10, $200.00 - 12/05/18

Email Bernie Nobles, WA4AMOK <wadmok@embargmail.com>

HE&R BLOCK"

Pat Williams, KG4NSC

senior Tax Advisor §

Biyers Market

LAUGS Memarial Dr

Gresnville, NC 27834

Tel 252. 7561209 Fax 252756 6378
patrick wiliams@tax hiblock.cam
wwave hrblock.com

4291 US 264 East
Greenville, NC 27834
252-758-1719 Fax 7568-9031

Manufacturer of Swiss Serew Machine Products.
Pins, Shafts, Rods and Spacers.

"»."i:..- 2
o

All batterles & Ilght bulbs for home & business

st o D * Llltra = FREE battery test & systerm check

= Battery & light bulb recycling

* FREE & guick instalk on carfruck bhatesies® * FREE laptop battery testing
Smariphone, tablet, & iPod®™ repairs » Business sccounts weltome
Frish parctane of g track batteny on et wehich i partoipating keaton

s Y.

Batteries -

740 Greenville Bivd. SE
Greenville, NC
252.353.8143

Suite 500-8

www.batteriesplus.com

Commercial Ad Rates
1/8 page, Business Card Size $10 per Month - $100 per Year
Send ads to

Ham Chatter
PO Box 8387
Greenville, NC 27835

ATTN: Joe Jeansonne, or email hamchatter@w4amc.com.

Help support Ham Chatter and the club.
Donations accepted

December 2018
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FCC Rejects 2004 AMSAT Petition to Reconsider Applying Orbital De-
bris Rules to Ham Satellites

The FCC has rejected a Pe-
tition for Reconsideration
that AMSAT filed 14 years
ago, seeking to exempt
Amateur Radio satellites
from the FCC’s satellite
orbital debris mitigation
requirements. The Com-
mission took the opportu-
nity in a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking and Order on
Reconsideration, released
on November 19, that re-
visits its orbital debris rules
for the first time since their
adoption in 2004. Among
other things, AMSAT had
argued at the time of its
Petition that applying the
orbital debris requirements
to Amateur Radio satellites
would be cost prohibitive,
and that the FCC had not
indicated what constitutes
an acceptable orbital debris
mitigation plan.

Acknowledging that time
has made some of AMSAT’s
arguments moot, the FCC
said the costs involved with
modifications to comply
with post-mission disposal
requirements “are justified
when balanced against the
public interest in mitigat-
ing orbital debris.” The
FCC said it determined that
closer adherence to the dis-
posal methods described in

the rules was “warranted in
order to limit the growth of
orbital debris” in low-Earth
orbit (LEO).

“In any event, in the years
since the debris mitigation
rules were adopted, and
notwithstanding any costs
imposed by FCC regula-
tions, well over 150 small
satellites have been autho-
rized, with at least 20 of
those considered amateur
satellites,” the FCC said

in its November 15 Order
on Reconsideration. “It
appears that, to the extent
that any costs have been in-
curred, the main contribu-
tor to costs for amateur and
similar LEO missions has
to do with the availability
of launches to appropriate
orbits.”

The FCC also said that in
the years since the FCC
issued its Orbital Debris
Order, “numerous licens-
ees, including amateur
satellites operating in LEO,
have successfully satisfied
our orbital debris mitiga-
tion requirements.

AMSAT released a state-
ment on the dismissal of its
reconsideration petition.

“For nearly 60 years, Am-
ateur Radio hobbyists,
experimenters, and re-
searchers from AMSAT,
other Amateur Radio orga-
nizations, and universities
worldwide have pioneered
numerous satellite technol-
ogies, including inter-sat-
ellite communication links,
search-and-rescue satellite
systems (SARSAT), re-
ception of GPS signals at
altitudes above the GPS
constellation, and the use
of commercial off-the-shelf
components in space while
accomplishing this with
smaller and smaller satel-
lites. We look forward to
working with the FCC to
craft a regulatory frame-
work that addresses the
growing concerns regard-
ing orbital debris while
preserving the flexibility
for hobbyists, experiment-
ers, and researchers to
access a variety of orbits.”

-via ARRL @ https://go.joeteach.us/2StGHPe
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2019 Dues

Membership dues for BARC are due January 1. “A grace
period of 60 days to renew membership will be given. If
dues are not paid by the end of the grace period, mem-
bership shall cease until dues for the current year have
been paid” per the BARC Constitution. Those who have
not paid their dues will not be listed on the roster and
will be removed from the Ham Chatter mailing list start-
ing in April. Membership dues are the same as they were
in 2018 and are as follows:

Regular Member $20.00

Family Member $2.00

Associate Member (Non-Licensed) $5.00
Honorary Member $0.00

New Hams: 18 and younger (1st year) $5.00
New Hams: 19 and older (1st year) $10.00

Please mail your dues, along with the member applica-
tion form if there are any changes to:

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 8387
Greenville, NC 27835

We are requesting that you send the application form in
so that we can have your correct information on file. The
form can be downloaded from http://www.w4amc.com/
application.pdf.

If anyone has any questions concerning their mem-
bership status or their dues, please email Jeff Meyer,
K4DKW, BARC Treasurer, at jeffreymeyerss @ gmail.
com (remove spaces in email address).

Thank you for your support and participation in BARC!

* & & & o o

<

NETS
VHF/UHF

BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on
147.09 MHz, WAGDF Repeater.

Newport SkyWarn Tues. nights

2100E Grifton-146.685-88.5
tone

Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561
links to Columbia

Jacksonville-147.000- 88.5 tone
Oriental-147.210-151.4 tone
444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone
Swansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone
Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone.

Kinston Amateur Radio Society
Net, 1,3,4 Tuesdays, 2000 hrs.
on 145.47 MHz., W40OIX repeat-
er in Kinston.

Eastern North Carolina Traf-
fic Net, Every night, 2030 on
146.685 MHz.

Wilson Amateur Radio Club Net,
Thursdays @ 2000 on 146.76
MHz.

Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net,
Nightly 2030 on 146.88 MHz.

Carteret County ARS (CCARS)
Emergency Net, Tuesdays, 1930
on the Newport 145.45 (-) MHz.

Coastal Emergency Linking
Net, Wednesday, 2100 ET on
Ahoskie 145.13, Buxton 145.15,
Columbia 146.835 & 443.30,
Elizabeth City 146.655, Green-
ville, 145.35, Hertford 147.33,
Williamston 145.41 & 444.25

HF

Tar Heel Emergency Communi-
cations Net on 3923 kHz Nightly
1930.

NTS CW Nets
3.571 2000 hours, slow speed
(5-8 wpm) Carolinas Slow Net
3.573 1900 hours, high speed
(20wpm)

3.573 2200 hours, slow speed
(12-14 wpm), South Carolina/
North Carolina

Greenville repeaters
147.09/69 - 145.35/144.75
444.8/449.8
All use 131.8 tone

December 2018
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SARL 80M QSOP ............. Apr 05
SP DX .o Apr 07
Club Meeting ..........cocoevene. Apr 10
JIDX CW .. Apr 14

Holyland DX .....ccccovuueuueee Apr 20
ES OPEN HF .......cocvuunne Apr 21
CQMM DX ...cccvviiinnne Apr 21
YU DX oo, Apr 21
Board Meeting

ARI Intl DX ...

CQ-M Intl DX

Club Meeting .......c.coveveenee May 08
Oakwood Topics .............. May 12
Board Meeting ................. May 22
CQWW WPX CW .......May 26

BARC - 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Asia Pacific Sprint SSB ...... Jun 09
GACW WWSA DX CW ...Jun 09
Club Meeting ..........cccocuunee. Jun 12
Oakwood Topics ......cceue... Jun 16
All Asian DX CW .............. Jun 16
ARRL Field Day ................. Jun 23
Board Meeting ..........cc...... Jun 26
RAC Canada......................... Jul 01
Marconi HF ........ccoovvuenneee. Jul 07
Club Meeting .........c.ccceu.... Jul 10

Oakwood Topics ...

Jakarta DX 40M ..................
Board Meeting .........ccceveue.
RSGB IOTA .......ccceevvuiiine

European HF .....................

:0],

WAE DX CW
Club Meeting

Southern Africa HF SSB ..Aug 05  Oceania SX SSB ................
.................... Aug 11 Club Meeting ........cccovunee.
..................... Aug14  Oakwood Topics ...............
Oakwood Topics ......c.c..... Aug 16  Oceania DX CW ...............
NA QSOP SSB......ccconevunnee Aug18  VE .
Asia Pacific CW ...

......................... Aug25 CQWWSSB ...
SARL HF CW ......ccceuuuuee. Aug26  Board Meeting ..................
Board Meeting ..........c..... Aug28  Club Meeting ....................
All Asian DX SSB............. Sept 01  Oakwood Topics ..............
Board Meeting .................

Club Meeting .
Oakwood Topics ......ceuenee Sept 15 Oakwood TOPICS ...c.cvrenee.
Scandinavian CW ............ Sept 15 VE oo
........................ Sept22  Board Meeting ..................

WAE DX SSB
Club Meeting

Board Meeting ................ Sept 25

HazyY
uojesiunwiwod Jo
wajsAs ajes-|iey Ajuo,
olpey Jnajewy

8102 ‘L1 19quadag
BuijoaN 3IXSN

8107 Jaqwiagag

A NANS ™,

:.:" A
(o Ao\
3 T O
|\ )
W =71 LY

-__._D#- 3 . S

b 403 yW7

GER]LT DN ‘O[[IAUDID)
£g€g xog Od
qnpD o1pey Indjewy Jeaysug

i9j3eys weH



