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RF SAFETY--MORE THAN QUESTIONS ON A TEST


by Ron Reiff KB3BYP





Have you heard about the RF Safety regulations?  Sure, maybe someone mentioned them during a quiet conversation.  Possibly you were “exposed” to the RF Safety regulations when you took your Technician’s Class test.  But if you got your Ham Tickets before January of 1998, none of the license classes at the time required you to know about it. Well, now that you’ll need to renew your ticket in the next few years, you’re going to want to know a lot about RF Safety, and how it applies to your station. Why?  Because some friendly people at the FCC have added a little box for you to check when you renew. It simply is your assurance to them that you have read, and understood the RF Safety Guidelines.   Sounds innocent enough doesn’t it?  But--guess what! The FCC actually expects you to know this!  Not only that, the time could come that you will need to file proof you have conducted an RE Safety Study when you file for any form of renewal, or upgrade!





Now, I am not trying to be a party-crasher!  The RF Safety Rules are for real. But  many of us don’t have to do much to make sure we comply. The key here is to know where to start, and where you need to be at the end.  So for the next few issues, I will be writing articles to help you accomplish the basics. The rules sound pretty complicated, and the charts, graphs and formulas remind you of something you saw in High School Algebra. That brings me to lesson number one!





Lesson Number 1--RF Safety Rules and Regulations  (Rocket science this ain’t!)





The first thing you need to do, is set a date! Yes, a date!  I decided I would use the first Saturday after Christmas as mine.  You can set any date you wish, but set one, and mark it in your log as your RF Study Date!  Log this because if you’re ever asked about your RF Safety Station Inspection, you’ll want to be able to tell them when you did it.  So there you have it!





You’ve done that, now what do you do next? Read the labels on your gear. Your evaluation must include an evaluation of your station, so make a list of all the rigs you use at home! Your mobile rig is actually not included in the RF Safety regulations, but if you run both locations, you should include it in your inventory.





Here’s what mine looks like:


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------


VHF:


Radio Shack DX 202 hand-held average power: 10 watts (with Radio Shack hand held linear amplifier.)





Kenwood TS-2550 two-meter base/mobile 25 watts maximum.





HF


Icom IC 735 100 watt all mode transceiver no added power.





SBE 34 sixty-five-watt SSB rig no added power.





As you probably guessed, the RF Safety guidelines don’t really have much to do with the brand of rig you run. What you should be concerned with, mainly, is the power output of your rig.  Also the modes you run.  For example, there’s more power output with SSB than AM.  SSB is not a continuous wave, however, so this makes SSB more RF friendly. The key to all of this is based on power levels, and time of exposure, as well as distance from the antenna.  Figuring out all this is not hard to do at all. We’ll do that in the next few articles.





(continued on page 2)


The next step is to take inventory of your antennas.  If you have more than one for various bands, make note of the type, height,  and distance from neigh- boring property lines for each.  If the antenna you use is a multiband unit, make a note of its performance and what bands it is designed for.





The main idea of this inventory is to be able to compare what you use, to the standards set in the “graphs, and charts.” We’ll get to the charts and graphs in articles to come.





In the meantime, here’s a recap that will help you understand the RF Safety regulations:





Federal Law doesn’t require you to do this, yet, but it has been strongly suggested you understand it.





You will NOT need special test equipment.





The goal of the new regulations is really one of understanding RF Safety and knowing what to do about it.





That’s really all there is to it. Next time, we’ll look at what to do with the inventory of gear and antennas you have compiled. Then we’ll show you where to go from there.


--Ron Rieff, KD3DJ








RADIO AMATUERS OF CORRY


MINUTES


JUNE 1, 1999





The meeting was called to order with Bob, WA3HDK presiding.  Officers present were Leonard, WB3AYW and Mike, N3GCY.  Minutes of last meeting were read and accepted.  Treasurer’s report given by Mike, N3GCY.





CORRESPONDENCE


Thank you from Mike, N3GCY’s brother for the flowers.





Thank you note from the Cutshaw family for remembrance.





Hamfest fliers from the Breezeshooters and Manassas, VA hamfests, and application for liability insurance from a firm representing the ARRL.


COMMITTEE REPORTS


Repeater Committee - Leonard, WB3AYW.  Audio on the 440 repeater is changing volume.  Two meter repeater is working fine.





Picnic Committee - Co-chair Debbie, N2MQ reported that everyone should bring their own table service, beverage, an entree, if desired, and a dish to pass.  Assemble at 12 noon and eat at 1 p.m..





Field Day Committee - no report





Newsletter Committee - Bob, WA3HDK.  Volume 5, Number 2 issue distributed at tonight’s meeting.  The balance will be mailed to members not present on Wednesday or Thursday.  We still need reporters and feature writers.  Bob stressed the need for training back-up staff in case he cannot continue.





Fireman’s Competition.  President, WA3HDK, informed the group that Jim WT3O resigned for personal reasons.  Mike N3GCY and Leonard, WB3AYW volunteered to fill in.





OLD BUSINESS


Field Day will be held at the Red Top Pavilion in Mead Park.  Ron, N3KLN to provide generator and a rig, Bob, WA3HDK to provide a station.  Mike, N3GCY will pick up refreshments.





Fly-in Breakfast is to be held on Sunday, June 13.  Mike, N3GCY is chairing the event.  





NEW BUSINESS


After discussion, of liability insurance a motion was made by Matt, N3XFW to direct the club officers to look into purchasing liability insurance if the cost did not exceed $135 per year.  Seconded by Leonard, WB3AYW.  Motion carried.





There was no 50-50 drawing because the tickets were not available.  





Motion to adjourn by Matt, N3XFW. Seconded by Richard, N3YPT.





Respectfully submitted,


John Lis, N3MKV,


Acting Secretary


RADIO AMATUERS OF CORRY


MINUTES 


July 5,1999





Meeting opened at 7:30 with Bob WA3HDK presiding.  Officers present were Leonard, WB3AYW, Vice-President; Jim, WT3O, Secretary.  Missing was Treasure Mike N3GCY. The minutes of the June meeting were read and accepted. The treasurer’s report was given by Bob, WA3HDK.  The expenses this time were more than usual with field day and the newsletter and etc.





We discussed trying a different electric provider and a motion was made by Frank, KE3PD to stay with PENELEC.  Motion was passed.





Old Business....


We had reports on the fly-in at the airport and the ATV that was provided by Lee, WA3HJC.  Also had a picnic committee report with 33 people attending.  Insurance application report was given by Bob.  He stated that they wanted $325 for insurance which was too much and was tabled until we could get more info.  Perhaps next meeting. 





Also Bob was looking for someone to send in field day reports and Craig, K3PLV volunteered.





New Business.


Bob wants to make up a CD ROM disc to sell to make the club some money.  Volume 1 would contain approximatley 230 pictures taken over the years 1996-1998.  





Norma, W3CG gave a report on the 1999 Christmas Party. There will be 2 speakers--Bernie Fuller, N3EFN and Bill Edgar, N3LRR. Eric Smrcka,  Arnold’s son, will perform on the keyboard.





Craig, K3 PLV, gave us a report on his trip to the Isle of Jersey over  field day 1999. The Isle of Jersey is near France and 100 miles south of Great Britain. 





Frank, KE3PD made a motion to adjourn it was seconded by Len, WB3AYW and passed.





After the meeting we has a video provided by Craig, K3PLV. It was on the Campbell Island DXpedition.  All members present enjoyed this informative video.  The people that operated this DXpedition made 96,000 contacts in January of 1999. 





During the video, the ballots for the changes in the by laws were counted and all the items passed.





The 50/50 was won by Len WB3AYW


Respectfully submitted,


Jim Adams WT30, Secretary


___________________________________________





INTERESTING QSO’S. . . 


A LOOK AT HAMMING IT UP





by: Ron Reiff, KF3DJ





How good are you at CW?  Do you make the key jump?  Do your paddles feel like an extension of your finger tips?  Well, let me tell you about a interesting QSO from back in February of ‘99.  I was just finishing up with a guy on 40 meters.  We’d been having a basic QSO, somewhere about 7 words or so a minute.  Just as he said 73’ and cleared, I heard KB2MAD call.  I was thrilled to hear someone else at a nice leisurely pace, and not only that, it was perfect “Farnsworth” about 7 to 10 wpm.  After carefully sending as close to the same speed as he did, I turned it over to him.  The first couple of words were normal Your RST is, etc. Then it got different! She told me her name was Aimee, and she was a student in a ham class.  She was eight!  Eight years old!  How old was I?  I’m sure the entire classroom enjoyed discovering that there was a guy 40 years older than her working at that speed.  Her friend Brittany took over at the rig, and signed the QSO off.  By the way, Brittany was 7!  That answers it once and for all!  The reason we all have so much trouble with the code is it’s also for ages 7 and up!





If you ever run into Aimee or Brittany, they send great code, and they’ll be delighted to hang in there with you!  I love this Hobby!





MEETING DATE CHANGES NEXT MONTH





All  meetings of the Radio Amateurs of Corry will convene at 7:30 on the SECOND TUESDAY of the month beginning October 11.  This change is part of the ongoing bylaws revision.


K3PLV SPENDS FIELD DAY 


ON THE ISLE OF JERSEY





Christmas last year was coming up and I needed to get my wife a present.  Rather than go with the usual, I thought perhaps a joint present would be in order.  Many years ago we had both read books by Gerald Durrell who started a zoo to breed endangered animals.  The zoo was located on Jersey Island and we really never thought we would get there.  After doing a little looking around on the Internet and e-mailing my sister-in-law who is a travel agent, it looked feasible.  Possibly in the back of my mind I even thought I could get some operating time in from a place a lot of people call DX.





�


Jersey is a beautiful island located about 100 miles south of England and 14 miles from the coast of France.  The major sources of income are finance, tourism, and agriculture.  The official language is English, but most people also speak ‘Jersey French’ and French.  All legal transactions are done in Jersey French.  It is the largest of the Channel Islands, about 9 miles by 5 miles, and has one of the best sunshine records in the British Isles. Jersey has my kind of weather (I don’t like heat) and it never got over 75 degrees or below 65 degrees during our stay.  They do have a couple of days a year when they get frost, but can grow crops all year round.  The vegetation is amazing.  They have a cabbage that grows 12 to 14 feet high before it heads and they make walking sticks out of the dried stalks.  There’s another plant that had leaves well over 6 feet across.





Jersey also has castles, beaches, and other attractions.  Driving, on the left is a challenge as roads are extremely narrow and have either walls, usually about 4 feet high, or houses right up to the road.  Many of the two lane roads are more narrow than my driveway and when you meet another car you find a small bulge in the road to get past each other and sometimes even have to pull in the mirrors to pass.  But, in two or three days it feels like you have driven here all your life and you can relax.  Carolyn, my wife, even let go of her steel grip on the armrest which now has permanent fingernail marks.  





The Channel Islands, Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Hern, and Alderley, were the only part of the United Kingdom that were occupied by the Germans during World War II and there are a great many bunkers and other WW II emplacements on the island.  We toured an underground hospital that was built by slave labor that went hundreds of yards through a hollowed out mountain.  Before I left, I had written an amateur on Jersey I had worked in the past, but he was in the process of moving and did not belong to the radio club.  I tried a few other leads and had just about given up operating on Jersey.  But, one Friday afternoon  I came across GJ0NYG on 20 SSB running a pile up.  I talked to him and got his e-mail address and he invited me to the club meeting and the chance to do some operating.  The club meets every Wed-nesday and Friday evening in a renovated, three-story German observations bunker.  They have sofas, chairs, a full kitchen and three stations.  Their HF station has an FT-990 and a Mosley beam and also dipoles for the other bands.  I met a number of the locals who were all friendly and made me feel welcome.





I got a few hours of operating in and  it was easy to get a pile-up going.  One CQ and there were many, many, stations calling.  The bands were open to most parts of the world and I worked many European, South American, African, Asian, and North American stations.  The nearest I could get to the Erie area was Buffalo, Cleveland, and Pittsburgh.  I found the pile-ups manageable, but the Italians are definitely the worst operators.  They continue to call over everyone and the only way to get rid of them is to just work them quickly and go on.  It was great to be DX for a change instead of being the chaser.


(continued on page 5)


I enjoyed my trip to Jersey so much I’m thinking about going back possibly in March just to operate.  I have a friend in Michigan who wants to go badly and possibly one or two others.  By the way, there are hundreds of places to eat on Jersey and we never found a bad one.  They range from Pub type food (fish and chips), to French, Portuguese, Italian, Thai, and Chinese.  By the way, the world famous zoo is quite different from ours.  It seems to be there more for the benefit of the animals rather than the people.  The animals have large areas to roam and there’s lots of vegetation and places to get away from everyone.  If you ever think about a vacation to somewhere different, think about trying Jersey. 


--Craig Hill, K3PLV


Annual Christmas party is


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1999


6:30 PM





�


Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 11, for the W3YXE Annual Christmas party.  This will be held at the Dutch Treat Restaurant in Spartansburg, and dinner will be served at 6:30 PM.





Guests, and also the speakers of the evening will be ARRL Vice Director of the Atlantic Division, Bernie Fuller, N3EFN and ARRL Western PA Section Manager Bill Edgar, N3LLR.  There will be a short question and answer period for an update on any requested information.





The menu will be the usual 2 meat dinner of turkey and Swiss steak.  Cost will be $10.95, which includes tax and gratuity, which is to be paid to the cashier upon departure.





Everyone who is interested is welcome to attend.  Reservations will be taken by Norma W3CG at 665-9124 or E-Mail w3cg@tbscc.com  Reservations should be in by December 5.





The party committee is Debbie Nelson, N2MQ, Joanna Rater, N3WNS, and Norma, W3CG.


--Norma Vanderhoff, W3CG


MEN FROM MARS





�


Hello to all Amateur Radio Operators and fellow MARS members.  Bob WA3HDK/AAR3HP agreed that a MARS column in the newsletter might be interesting to print and could serve a useful purpose.





M.A.R.S. is short for Military Affiliate Radio System and consists of Army, Navy-Marine and Air Force Members.  Radio Amateurs who are members of MARS have operating privileges on military frequencies outside of the regular amateur bands. The command structure consists of a full time staff who oversee the day-to-day operations. However most of the members are volunteers.  





I have been a member of Army MARS for 39 years, joining in March of 1960. There are several members of Army MARS in this area who together donate several hours each month along with furnishing their own radio and computer equipment. 





There are many ways to serve the MARS mission of communications for the military. When I deliver a message from a soldier in some far away place to his or her family and they are so happy to receive it, the effort is very gratifying.  





The latest exercise in which PA Army MARS is involved is to assist the PA Army National Guard with back up communications during the current Y2K planning and implelmention exercise.  Doug, KB3BZJ/AAR3IC, Arnold, N3UBZ/AAT3JG and Jerry, W3GHO/AAR3GF spent most of  the weekend of 14-15 August at the National Guard Armory in Erie operating on a frequency of 5.402.5 MHz.  We handled mostly MARS Exercise traffic but we did have a request by the Major in charge to check with the Brigade Headquarters in Washington, PA when the FAX line went down.  A message was dispatched to the Net Control in Fort Indiantown Gap which is the National Guard Headquarters for PA and they took the necessary steps to get the FAX back up and running.  





If you are interested in joining MARS please let this writer know and an application will be on its way.  More next time.    73’ for now.


--Jerry, W3GHO/AAR3GF


HAM PHOTOS 


AVAILABLE ON CD ROM





I have put together a collection of digital photographs on a CD ROM disk of some of the activities from 1996-1998.  There are 161 tif images, 31 jpg images, 14 pcx images and 5 bmp ones.  (future volumes will contain only jpg images)  That’s a total of 211 ham photos that you can have for your collection.  The subject matter is of the Titusville parades, VFW breakfasts, field days, Findley Lake races, JOTA, summer picnics, Erie hamfest, and the Corry paket system.  





I am also working on a disk which would contain old issues of the newsletter, old minutes, the club bylaws, and similar topics.  Perhaps I can combine it with the next “pictures” volume.  I would like to know if it is worth the effort to make these disks and to make them available to you.  If you are not interested, I won’t spend the considerable effort to make a second volume.





The cost of the disk is $5.  A dollar and a half of that goes to the club and the rest goes to cover the cost of making the diskettes.  You can order your copy by contacting me or any club officer, or by sending your request to the post office box.  Please allow a week or two for me to burn your copy.  


--Bob, WA3HDK





FOR SALE:  Ten Tec 5061 Low Pass Filter (have 2) $50 each New; Vectronics PM-30 (have 2) $50 each NIB; Grove SP 200 Speaker $135 New;, Astron 12A $50; HeilSpeaker $10; Daiwa CN 410 SWR & PWR meter NIB $50; Astron VS 35M $135; Vectronics DL 650 Dummy Load $40; T2X talitwistes Mod. by C.A.T.S. $400 each (have 2) NIB; KPC-3 $50; Kam Plus $175; Palomar Noise Bridge $50; MFJ 1272BY $25; Daiwa CS 401 $75; Timewave DSP 59+ NIB $200; RfcVHFI-60 NIB $140; Rfc2-315 NIB $220; M2 20M6 antenna with Orion 2800 programable NIB $1,800; OMNI VI Loaded Mint $1,800; Delta II Mint $1,000.  Bill Thomas KL7KI, (814) 665-7837.  Bjthomas@tbscc.com





DON’T FORGET


NEXT MEETING IS 


OCTOBER 11


FINDLEY LAKE RACES 


ARE SEPTEMBER 18


We are again planning to provide communications for the annual Findley Lake races.  We have just received the date for the event and no plans have been made yet.  But I can tell you that we will meet on Saturday morning September 18 at the fire hall in Findley Lake.  We need 10-12 operators and the net starts at approximately 8:35.  A hand held transceiver can be used or you can operate from your mobile.  The races will start at 8:45.  Final planning will be made at tonight’s club meeting and will be too late to be published.  If you did not attend the September meeting, call Jim Adams  at 664-8140 or me at 739-2206.





OIL FESTIVAL PARADE 





Saturday August 21 was a busy day for the Radio Amateurs of Corry.  That was the day the city of Titusville celebrated their annual Oil Festival Parade. We assembled at Mickey Dee’s in Titusville, PA  at 11:00 AM to receive our assignments for our positions along the route.  Chairman Mike, N3GCY, printed a map for each station participating in the parade. 





�


The crew met at MacDonalds restaurant prior to the parade.  Left to right are Tim, KB3CII; Jim, WT3O; Mary, N3QCR; Mike, N3GCY; Hugh, N3MBR; Frank, KE3PD; Jerry, W3GHO; and Lee, WA3HJC.   Missing from this picture is Bill, WM3G, who left early to take his daughter to her parade assembly spot and Bob, WA3HDK who took the picture.





Eleven operators were present and on duty at their respective posts and by 12:30 PM the Net frequency of 146.55 MHz came  alive with  radio  traffic.  The first  order  of  the  day  was to  close  all cross streets


(continued on page 7)


along the parade route.  A roll call  indicated that all was in readiness. Promptly at 1:00 PM, the parade stepped off with 87 units ready to move out.  The efforts of planning and the preparation by Parade Chairperson Sharon Lemley all came together again this year.  Sharon has several years of experience on the job.  Planning a parade of this size is no small task.  





During the event there were several requests for information concerning where the parade was passing by at the moment and positions of different units along the route. I am happy to report there were no emergencies other than Bob WA3HDK getting out of breath from walking the parade route two or three times taking pictures and also doing his duty as a radio operator.  Some of the crew met at KFC after the Parade where the operation was discussed and suggestions were made to make the communications even better next year.





Participating in the event were:  N3GCY, Mike Chairman; WM3G, Bill Net Control Station; WA3HJC, Lee; KE3PD, Frank; WT3O, Jim; N3QCR, Mary; KB3CII, Tim; W3GHO, Jerry; WA3HDK, Bob; N3MBR, Hugh; and N3XBA, ED.


--Jerry W3GHO








RADIO AMATUERS OF CORRY


MINUTES


AUGUST 3,1999





The meeting was brought to order at 7:30 by President Bob WA3HDK.  Roll call of officers was made: Vice-President Leonard, WB3AYW, Treas-urer, Mike N3GCY, and Secretary, Jim WT3O and all were present along with 14 members.  The minutes of the July meeting were read and accepted. Mike, N3GCY gave the treasurer’s report and said that we were about $258.00 short of last year at this time.





Old Business:


There was some discussion about the by-law changes. Everyone was introduced to Richard Frontera, N4WCK, a former  Corry resident  now living in Valdosta Georgia.





Mike mentioned that we need a few more helpers at the Titusville Parade. We are to meet at Mc Donalds at 11:00 o'clock to be assigned our positions at the parade.  Bob, WA3HDK is to announce this on the Thursday night nets until its time for the parade.





Other old business, Craig, K3PLV brought in the field day scores to be sent in to the ARRL to be published in the QST.





New Business:


WT3O suggested that we make some changes in the Thursday night net call up.  It was discussed we need to shorten it up a bit and some other minor changes.  Ron, KF3DJ volunteered to re-write it, subject to the members approval at the next meeting in September.





There were no committee reports.   It was announced that  we are all invited to a 50th wedding anniversary celebration for Quinten, W3AHH and Bertha Mc Cray on Sunday August 22 at the Corry Community Center. 





Before the meeting was adjourned we had a question and answer session with Richard Frontera about repeater, clubs and amateur radio in his area. It was a very interesting discussion.





Frank, KE3PD made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Len, WB3AYW.  Mike, N3GCY won the 50/50. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 


Respectfully submitted


Jim WT3O, Secretary


NEW MEMBERS


Please add the following new members to your membership roster:





Guy R. Williams, 


6565 Hollister Road, Nr. 223


Huston, TX  77040





Douglas Dunham, KB3BZJ


R. D. 1, Box 153A


Pleasantville,  PA   16341


(814) 589-7378	ARL = No	Technician





Richard Dunham, KB3CIH


R. D. 1, Box 153A


Pleasantville,  PA   16341


ARL = No	Technician


___________________________________________________


MEETING NIGHT CHANGES TO THE SECOND TUESDAY EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 11





RAC SCRAPBOOK





   �


Chris Lyons, N3WAG logs for Jerry Owens, W3GHO during 1999 field day activities.  Rig provided by WA3HDK.





   �


Jim Froncek, KA3RDA, his son Jim, and Ron Ploss, N3KLN operate from Jim’s rig during field day.  Ron supplied the electric generator for the field day site.





   �


Jim Adams, WT3O and Hal Cole, WD4OOX man the station provided by N3KLN.














   �


Ron Ploss, N3KLN, and Will Cook, KD3II operate from Ron’s station.





   �


Lee Robinson, WA3HJC checks his ATV monitor at this year’s fly-in.





   �


Kevin Thomas, representing WWCB and Ron Rieff, KD3DJ are shown manning the remote at the Fly-in.
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