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2020…..Aaaaaaaaah!!! 
Please check out this video and you will understand my 
comment above….. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1f7OwFqTnco  It will make your day! 

It’s almost over! What a year huh? I can’t believe the last 
newsletter I wrote was in July! Time really does fly when 
you’re having fun. 

Speaking of fun…..as most of you know I decided not to 
run as president of SVARC for next year. I had one year 
left of a maximum term of two years in a row and 
wanted to pursue some other ham radio activities. 

I thoroughly enjoyed being president. It has its challenges 
as well as its rewards. But I would not have been as 
successful if it were not for the support of our members! 
Thank you to all for that support!! 

We have a new president for 2021 and I hope everyone 
will show John K3MD that same support. We want our 
club to be the best it can be!  

Club News
Our meetings will continue using the Zoom platform. Next 
meeting is January 5, 2021 7:00 PM. Watch your emails for 
details. Even though we met virtually, Activities Organizer 
John K3MD, has continued to hand out door prizes with 
some modifications. His wife Shirley picks the lucky winner 
from pieces of paper with our names from a box. John 
keeps that persons name on a list and one day, when we 
can meet again in person, he will hand out those prizes. 
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Officers 2020

President  
Allan Cooke KB3AC 

Vice President 
John Thompson K3MD 

Secretary 
Dave Welker K3SI 

Treasurer 
Gretchen Persing KC3GZV 

Activities Organizer 
John Thompson K3MD 

Trustees 
Harry Holliday KB3RUY  

2020 
Gretchen Persing KC3GZV 

2021 
Doug Wood WA3NLA 

2022 

Newsletter 
Allan Cooke KB3AC 

Next Meeting

January 5, 2021  7:00 PM See 
qsl.net/w3vpj for current 

location. 
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Susquehanna Valley Amateur Radio Club

Newsletter December 2020        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1f7OwFqTnco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1f7OwFqTnco
http://qsl.net/w3vpj


SVARC Newsletter December 14, 2020

I will continue to do this newsletter but if someone would 
like to take over, I will be glad to step aside. I will continue 
to update our website as needed. 

Gretchen KC3GZV will be unavailable as treasurer for 
January and February and Sue KB3MSP has agreed to fill 
in for her. Please continue to send your dues and other 
correspondence to: SVARC, P.O. Box 73, Hummels Wharf, 
PA 17831. 

Speaking of dues……. we are excepting payments for 
2021. Please get your dues in now before you forget. 
Send to the address above. The rates are the same as 
before. Basically $10 if 60 years of age or older. $20 if 
under 60. As of this writing we have 15 members who 
have submitted their dues. Thank you! 

I will post the new officers for 2021 in the next newsletter 
sidebar and on our website after the first of the year. In 
case you missed it, the officers elected are as follows: 

President - John Thompson K3MD; Vice President - Tom 
Abraham AD3C; Secretary - Dave Welker - K3SI; Treasurer 
- Gretchen Persing KC3GZV; Trustee until 2023 - Sue 
Reisinger KB3MSP. 

Members
We would like to welcome to our club new member Chet 
Ricewick. Chet is a friend of Gretchen’s and is studying to 
get his Technician license. 

And welcome back John Miller WN3V. John is a former 
member from way back and is very knowledgable when 
it comes to ham radio!  

Also, welcome back Clem Rohrer NR3U. Clem is also a 
former member from 2014. Glad to have you all as 
members of the SVARC!! 

 Mark Turner KC3OQC is still receiving chemo treatments 
for a variety of cancers. He is doing okay although they 
had to cut back on part of the treatment as it was going 
to cause addition problems.  

This summer, Fred KA3IRJ and I visited Mark to install a 2 
meter J-Pole, donated by Professor Bob KA2NVF, so Mark 
could reach the area repeaters better than the smaller 
spike antenna he had been using.  
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Links

SVARC Website  

Groups.io for SVARC 

Snyder/Norry ARES Facebook 

SVARC Net

146.820 PL Tone 100.0 
Wednesdays 7:00PM 

Emergencies

Snyder-Northumberland ARES 
147.180 PL Tone 100 

*Currently suspended* 

Skywarn 
147.180 PL Tone 100 

Anytime NWS issues Watches 
or Warnings for our area 

EPA Emergency Phone & Traffic 
3917 kHz LSB Daily 5:00 PM 
Or during Any Emergencies 

Other Area Nets

Milton Amateur Radio Club 
146.985 PL Tone 110.9 
(Currently suspended)  

Columbia-Montour ARC 
147.225 PL Tone 85.4 

Tuesdays 7:00 PM 

Bald Eagle Repeater Assoc. 
Skywarn Test Net 

147.090 PL Tone 167.9 
Thursdays 7:30 PM 

Nittany Amateur Radio Club 
146.850 PL Tone 146.2 

Sundays 9:00 PM 

http://qsl.net/w3vpj
https://groups.io/g/susquehannavalleyarc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/norrycoares/
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If you recall shortly after becoming a member he was 
diagnosed. Mark would love to hear from anyone either 
by email or on the radio. Email - kc3oqc@aol.com  

Many of our members are also active with other clubs or 
groups. For example Dave KCJNW is President of the 
CMARC. For many years he has been a huge help with 
the CSTG VE test sessions. He helped me get started 
when I was learning how to building our new website. 

Dave has been involved with packet radio, Winlink and 
now DMR. He is also part of the DMR group that is 
installing a new DMR and VHF repeater off of Route 15 
between Lewisburg and Milton.  

And he does his homework when it comes to ham radio! 
Sometimes when I get stuck I call Dave and he usually 
has the answer that gets me going again. 

Dave recently had solar panels installed on his property. 
Generating up to 22KW’s he is able to sell back energy to 
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W1AW Schedule

CW Practice Slow  
5, 7.5, 10, 13, 15 WPM 

1.8025 - 3.5815 - 7.0475 
14.0475 - 18.0975 - 21.0675 

28.0675 MHz 
Monday 7:00PM 

Tuesday 4:00PM and 10:00PM 
Wednesday 9:00AM and 7:00PM 
Thursday 4:00PM and 10:00PM 

Friday 9:00AM and 7:00PM 

CW Practice Fast  
35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13, 10 WPM 

1.8025 - 3.5815 - 7.0475 
14.0475 - 18.0975 - 21.0675 

28.0675 MHz 
Monday 4:00PM and 10:00PM 
Tuesday 9:00AM and 7:00PM 

Wednesday 4:00PM and 
10:00PM 

Thursday 9:00AM and 7:00PM 
Friday 4:00PM and 10:00PM 

CW Bulletins 
18 WPM 

1.8025 - 3.5815 - 7.0475 
14.0475 - 18.0975 - 21.0675 

28.0675 MHz 
M-F 5:00PM, 8:00PM and 

11:00PM 

Digital Bulletins 
RTTY, PSK31 or MFSK16 

Rotating Schedule 
3.5975 - 7.095 - 14.095 

18.1025 - 21.095 - 28.095 
M-F 6:00PM and 9:00PM 

Voice Bulletins 
1.855 - 3.990 - 7.290 

14.290 - 21.390 - 28.590 
M-F 9:45PM 

mailto:kc3oqc@aol.com


SVARC Newsletter December 14, 2020

the power company. He said his first month’s electric bill for October was $16.09!! This past 
month it was a little higher but it’s been getting colder and the sun is much lower in the sky. 
Very cool…..Keep up the good work Dave!! 

Dave was also part of the “A Team,” along with me KB3AC, and Fred KA3IRJ, on the last day 
of October to help reinstall Jack W3GY’s Cobra antenna, for a second time. Jack had to 
have some trees removed and the tree service tried but was unable to lower the antenna 
before dropping the trees. So….down it came! But we were on the job and got it back up in 
the air toot sweet!  

Unfortunately, Fred found out the hard way if you drop the PVC air powered tennis ball 
launcher…. it WILL shatter.  

But he says with a little bubble gum and Scotch tape he should be able to fix it rather easily. 
Or was it a cigar and some Scotch? Okay….maybe he said replace the broken parts. But 
despite that mishap, a good time was had by all and Jack is back on the air! Plus, Jack’s 
wife Jill, made us some delicious brownies. Umm. Not the funny kind…. 
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When Ed KK4FYV isn’t picking up his nieces from school or helping me to resolve DMR 
problems, he is working on a new skill. He is learning about the joys of 3D Printing! Here are a 
couple projects he completed just for practice. I’m sure he and new member Chet will be 
figuring out how to apply these skill to some ham radio projects. Chet also does some fine 
3D printing. Can’t wait to see what these two come up with for ham radio! 

Over the summer, the “famous 400 Club” which met at Wendy’s on Wednesday (sounds like 
a song), had to reinvent itself due to the COVID restrictions. Founder Dave Swaney N3KCR, 
moved the meetings to Al AB3CE’s church parking lot under a beautiful pavilion. Since Al 
works part time at the church we were given permission to meet there. Of course it became 
a bring-your-own-lunch affair. 

The original reason for the group was to discuss the confusing features available with the 
new Yaesu FTM-400 mobile rigs, hence the name. Later the discussions changed to just 
about anything from ham radio related to old war stories. Now with DMR becoming popular, 
the conversations shifted again to sharing information we are learning about DMR. 
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There was another DMR group that had formed earlier lead by former SVARC members Joe 
Dozpat WA3UVP and Bill Michaels KB3KUM. Towards the end of summer we ended the DMR 
version of the 400 Club and joined Joe’s group now named the Central Susquehanna DMR 
Group. During the warm weather the group meets under a pavilion at the Brown Avenue 
Sports Complex in Milton.  Now that it’s getting colder the group moved its operation to a 
conference room in the Christ Wesleyan Church, also in Milton. 

Through some connections with retired broadcast engineer Harry Bingaman KC3QH, we 
were offered some space on an unused radio tower owned by the Michael Radio 
Company. The tower is located off of Route 15 between Lewisburg and Milton, behind the 
WMLP radio tower. Verizon had been using the tower but for what ever reason they left and 
now we have a very rare opportunity to install ham radio repeater antennas. 

This is quite a huge undertaking but with tower space for amateur radio becoming more 
difficult to acquire, we didn’t want to let the opportunity slip away. Many of us in the CSDMR 
group volunteered to take on different tasks in order to make this possible.  
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The first task was to clear the road for access to the tower. Since the tower had not been 
used in a long time the weeds had become a jungle. Fortunately, Verizon left behind their 
hardline coax feeds, the cell phone antennas and mounting hardware which we can use to 
mount a UHF antenna later in the spring.  

Here’s Al AB3CE trying to remove that awful coax seal so we can see what kind of adapter 
we will need. And there’s Harry KC3QH explaining how this jungle used to be all grass that 
he had to mow many years ago when this was all owned by Sunbury Broadcasting.  

My part of this project was to provide an enclosure for two repeaters. One VHF analog and 
the other UHF for DMR. I’m sure most of you have heard me talking about this on the SVARC 
net or during our Zoom meetings for the last couple of months. 

I am happy to report the enclosure is completed and in place with some excellent help 
from Dave N3KCR and Fred KA3IRJ. Fred isn’t even involved with this group but I think he felt 
sorry for me. Or….he just got tired of hearing me complain about how much more work this 
was than I thought it would be….Hihi!! 
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The two repeaters have already been placed inside. The next step is to bring in the electric 
power from the other building at the base of the tower. Then we will add a temporary J-pole 
antenna on a lower separate mast to do some preliminary testing. In the spring we can 
install the real antenna on the 200 foot tower when it’s safe to climb! 
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CSTG VE Test Sessions - Suspended
Before the COVID virus hit, the CSTG VE test sessions were being conducted at the 
Degenstein Library in Sunbury. The room was way too small to be able to maintain social 
distancing so we had to find another venue and a safer method. 

Dave KC3JNW came up the idea of using the conference room at the Montour Preserve 
and fortunately it was available. It had plenty of room for us to spread out and keep social 
distances. We took extra precautions like limiting the number of VE’s to 4. Making everyone 
use hand sanitizer as they came in and took their temperature. Wiping down the tables and 
of course everyone had to keep their mask on the entire time they were in the building. 

We began testing in June and until now administered a total of 42 tests to 32 different 
Candidates. September was our best month with 13 tests to 10 Candidates. 

Unfortunately, due to the sharp rise in COVID cases these past few weeks, we all agreed to 
suspend the test sessions until further notice. We will resume again when the numbers of 
cases drops significantly.  
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I apologize for this newsletter being so long. We had a lot to catch up on since my last 
newsletter from July. Next newsletter should be back to normal size…whatever that is! 

Quick reminder - our Christmas party is postpone for now. 

Please send in your dues! 

Please check into our net Wednesdays 7:00 PM on 147.18  PL 100 

Be sure to attend our Zoom meeting January 5, 2021, 7:00 PM - details will be emailed 

Have the best Holidays! Be safe!! 

73, 

Allan 

KB3AC
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