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Meetings & Programs
(All Are Welcome to attend public RRC Events)

Board Meeting:  February 11th, 2025 @ 7:30 PM (Zoom)
General Meeting:   February 14th, 2025 @ 7:30 (IBEW)  Come on out!!!
Meeting On the Air (MOTA)  All Other Fridays  8 PM  W3BN Repeater
FLDigi Net:  February 6th, 2025 @ 7:30 PM (146.91 W3BN Repeater)
Simplex Test: February 15th, 2025 @ 1 PM (146.55)
Fox Hunt:  Not Scheduled
VE Exam:  Contact Stuart (exam@w2slh.com) to schedule.

2025 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ==

PRES        Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI            (27)
VP            Ronald Waszk, K3RJW               (26)
SEC:        Amy Lindenmuth, KB3FSD          (26)
TREAS.   Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD               (26)

Ronald Dietrich, KC3WBA             (27)
Craig Wanner, K3CRG              (25)
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                (25)
Jason Potter, NG3F (27)
Dave Fix, N3AMY  (25)

You can reach the Board of Directors via email at w3bn.rrc@gmail.com.  
3 Year Terms runs from Jan 1 to Dec 31, Number in parenthesis is term end.  Officers are chosen by 
the Board at the January Board Meeting each Year.

Please note:  The Board of Directors Meeting Minutes that are posted online are from the prior 
month.  Email Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI (JFP0250@comcast.net)  if you wish to participate in or 
have something brought up at the board meeting.

Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org
Manage your club profile & email address at http://www.hamclubonline.com

http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN

Club Email:  w3bn.rrc@gmail.com.   Bulletin Email:  kc3pcs@outlook.com     

Est.  3/10/1921

Affiliated 02/17/1922
The Reading Radio Club is an IRSdesignated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax identification number 231660585.   
Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are taxdeductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to
the Reading Radio Club to :

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC
ATTN:  (Person you're sending to)

PO  BOX  6453
Wyomissing, PA  196106453

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by 

the Reading  Radio Club and is located in 

Alsace Township up on the  mountain.

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL 

Tone of 131.8 hz.   

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM.

There are currently 98 active members of the Reading Radio Club 
consisting of multiple license classes and supporting members.



As we enter February, I wanted to bring up a few things to our club members and affiliates.

If you have not renewed, please do so.  If you don't renew by the February meeting, you will no 
longer get our emails / bulletins.

We encourage you to sign into hamclubonline.com and make sure your details are correct.  If you 
need help, please reach out to Scott or Joe P, for assistance.

As always all articles and information for the bulletin must be in by the 25th of the month.  For the 
March edition, we ask that you get them in by the 22nd as this is a shorter month.

We are hoping everyone got a chance to participate in Winter Field Day.  Our Regular Field Day 
is coming up and we have some exciting news to tell you about in March once we finalize some 
details.

The RRC Held it's very first ever online VE Exam.  We started with 1 candidate who did pass.  
While he was testing, another candidate signed up and we tested them as well.   That being said, 
if you'd like to schedule an exam, please contact Stuart, W2SLH at exams@w2slh.com to get 
scheduled.  We can do in person or now online.  It's not as complicated as it would sound.

There are some upcoming events being planned by various committees.  Be sure to pay attention 
at the meetings, the MOTA and other forms of communication. Our committees work hard to 
advance our club.

Do you know someone who might be interested in ham radio?  Bring them to a meeting.  Lots of 
our members would be willing to mentor them while they learn the hobby.  

Please stay active in radio.  We are seeing a lot of licensed amateurs who never get on the air.  
Some just have the jitters about talking on the air.  Some don't have the equipment.  For some, 
it's a simple as they don't know where to start.  Give them a hand and let's get them on the air.

Encourage everyone both young and old alike, licensed and unlicensed.  Let's build this hobby 
up.  

Have a great month.



James G, KE3NE;  John B, N3VKI;  Tom B, KC3KKI;  Frank Rose, W3RO;  
Shawn M, W3JZ;
Cameron H, W2CMH

If you or anyone you know is interested in attending an Amateur Extra Class licensing 
course, please pass along the following information, and feel free to publicize it with your 
radio club or any group you feel would benefit. A free, weekly, live, Amateur Radio Extra 
Class Licensing course on Zoom will begin on Thursday, January 16, 2025, and will run 
through Thursday, March 27. There will be 11 sessions. The three hour sessions will start at 
6:30 PM Eastern Time. Sessions will be recorded. Those attending should hold (or be 
studying for) the General Class Amateur Radio License. These are the classes that we have 
been holding for years sponsored by the National Electronics Museum. Please publicize this 
with anyone that you think would be interested. Those wishing to sign up should email 
roland.anders@comcast.net.

Thanks.73,
Rol Anders, K3RA



In the past, there has been some confusion with renewals and being acknowledged.   When the 
renewal is processed in hamclubonline, you will receive an email stating about a transaction with 
your new expiration date. 

Please also note, that if you get an email from Ham Club Online about your membership expiring, 
that is automated as memberships run from January 1st until December 31st.  There is a grace 
period after that but please get your dues renewed as soon as possible.  Please see the following 
below from Nate:

Renewal Acknowledgments

The following renewal acknowledgments have been and will be in effect.

1. Renewals at a meeting: I record your payment on a log sheet indicating your call sign, first
name, amount paid, and method of payment. You may request a membership card at that time.

2. Renewals mailed to me or the PO Box: Normally, these renewal payments are made by check
so you can check your bank statement. I may not deposit these checks right away so you may
have to check two statements. Cards will be sent only if you enclose a SASE; you can request
a card at a meeting.

3. PayPal renewals: I normally acknowledge PayPal renewals by email. Again I may not check
PayPal every day so be patient.

Nate N2ADD
n2add@arrl.net

*** NOTE  - To keep your membership current, you must renew by the 
February Meeting.  After that you will no longer get club bulletins, 

emails, etc.  ***



As you may have heard,  the Berks County Agricultural Center is being renovated.  We are temporarily moving the 
meeting.  See below for details.

FOR EVERYONE THAT REGULARLY ATTENDS THE RRC GENERAL MEETINGS YOU HAVE SEEN THE 
NEW ADDITION AND REMODEL OF THE SOUTH WING THAT IS STILL GOING ON AT THE BERKS 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL CENTER.  HOWEVER, WHEN THAT PHASE OF THE PROJECT IS DONE THEY 
WILL BE REMODELING THE MAIN PART IN WHICH WE HAVE OUR MEETINGS. THEREFORE WE HAD 
TO AND DID FIND A TEMPORARY PLACE TO HOLD THE MEETINGS WHEN WE CAN'T HAVE ACCESS 
TO THE AG CENTER AUDITORIUM. THAT LOCATION WILL BE AT THE INTERNATIONAL 
BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS LOCAL 743, 20 MORGAN DRIVE, SINKING SPRING. THE 
PROJECTED TIME FOR THIS TO HAPPEN WOULD BE OUR NOVEMBER MEETING AND CONTINUING 
UNTILL THE AG CENTER BECOMES AVAILABLE AGAIN. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS COULD CHANGE 
AT ANY TIME BECAUSE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS SOMETIMES ARE ON SCHEDULE AND 
SOMETIMES NOT. ALL PERSONS WHO THINK THEY WILL GO TO THE MEETINGS AT 743 SHOULD 
DRIVE THERE, AND EVEN DO A DRIVE THROUGH DURING THE WEEKENDS BECAUSE IN NOVEMBER 
AT MEETING TIME IT WILL BE DARK AND GETTING A LITTLE FAMILIAR WITH THE PLACE BEFORE 
THEN WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA.  

DIRECTIONS

MOST PEOPLE WILL TAKE 222 BYPASS NORTH AND SOUTH AND GET OFF AT ROUTE 724 
SHILLINGTON/SINKING SPRING EXIT. EITHER DIRECTION WHEN YOU EXIT AND GET TO 724 YOU 
WILL TURN RIGHT AND GO DOWN A HILL. (ON THE LEFT WILL BE A WEIS MARKET AND ON THE 
RIGHT WILL BE STORAGE BUILDINGS.) AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HILL TURN RIGHT ONTO MORGAN 
DRIVE AND 743 WILL BE THE LAST BUILDING ON THE RIGHT JUST BEFORE OLD FRITZTOWN ROAD. 
WHEN YOU TURN INTO THE DRIVEWAY FOLLOW THE BUILDING BY GOING RIGHT, AT THE END OF 
THE BUILDING TURN LEFT AND SOON YOU'LL COME TO AN OPEN PARKING LOT. YOU EXIT BY 
DRIVING TO THE RIGHT OF THE BUILDING. THE DOOR TO USE GETTING INTO THE BUILDING IS A 
WALKWAY ALONG SIDE THE EXIT DRIVEWAY.

IBEW Local 743  20 Morgan Drive, Reading, PA 19608

Find it on your computer by clicking on or scanning the QR Codes with your phone.

       iPhone  Maps         Google Maps                 Waze

IBEW
Complex

https://maps.app.goo.gl/AStavfCvR4RvdJbF7
https://ul.waze.com/ul?place=ChIJr2KCldRzxokRLjnn0W3q0P0&ll=40.30694570%2C-75.99729940&navigate=yes&utm_campaign=waze_website&utm_source=waze_website&utm_medium=lm_share_location
https://maps.apple.com/?address=20%20Morgan%20Dr,%20Reading,%20PA%20%2019608,%20United%20States&ll=40.306928,-75.997577&q=20%20Morgan%20Dr&t=m


ARES/RACES/ACS

The Berks County ARES/RACES/ACS group will have a meeting for prospective and new 
members on Saturday morning, April 5th at 9:00AM at the Berks County Fire Training 
Center.

The ARES/RACES/ACS group provides radio operators who are trained and ready to 
provide emergency communication capabilities to assist the county or served agencies such 
as the American Red Cross and Salvation Army during any sort of disaster or other 
emergency where normal communications channels are down or overloaded.

If you are an amateur radio operator or GMRS operator, and you might be interested in 
joining ARES/RACES/ACS, please feel free to attend this meeting.  An overview of the 
group’s purpose will be covered, and I will be able to answer any questions you may have.

Current members are welcome to attend, but this is not required.  There will be a general 
meeting for all members closer to the beginning of summer to cover the schedule of training 
sessions and meetings that will be held through the summer, leading up to the Limerick 
Exercise which will be held on Tuesday evening, November 18th.

The Berks Fire Training Center is located at 895 Morgantown Road (Rt. 10) in Reading.

If you have any questions or need directions to the Center, please contact me at 
K3AJM@PTD.NET or telephone me at 6106212187.

Alan Melnyk, K3AJM and WRVF671
Berks ARES/RACES/ACS Emergency Coordinator 



I am pleased that there has been an interest in transmitter hunting. Therefore the 
planning is in the works. Hopefully we will have information and maybe even a 
little instruction at the February General Meeting. 

Recently there have been a few instances where operators have mistakenly 
transmitted unknowingly that the transmitter is on and also wrong type of 
emissions ( I:E fldigi, aprs, ) on the repeater. This is a good example of why tx 
hunting is so important. We need to get organized with ourselves to notify each 
other of a problem, get a triangulation pattern, and whoever can go to the area 
where that information leads and track down the problem. 

I find transmitter hunting exciting and fun. It challenges me to track the tx and 
find it. Don't let the big term triangulation confuse you. It is actually simple. 
From where you are put your location in the center of a clock. If you know the 
direction of North that is 12:00. East is 3:00, South is 6:00, and West is 9:00. 
Now every minute is 6 degrees. 1:00 = 30 degrees. 2:00 = 60 degrees. So every 
hour is 30 degrees. I:E 7:00 would be 210 degrees. If you have an ht and you 
hold it horizontal and against your body when the signal goes down the tx is 
behind you. You dont need beams or yagi's just some ingenuity. Also if the 
signal is strong you can tune a little off frequency and repeat your direction 
finding. 

Dave, N3AMY, and Ron, K3RJW, are two that will be happy to help out. 
Thanks and Happy hunting. 



HI folks, Its that time again. I know the winter time is slow, and the write ups are even 
smaller, but I feel like its my responsibility to at least get a write up in the bulletin. 
The biggest thing we are working on right now is the upcoming fox hunts. A few of them 
have changed dramatically. We talk FOX hunts, but we don't talk triangulation. SO we are 
leaning toward them this year. 

We all know that if we have a rogue, or a keyer, or some type of "SAD HAM" we have the 
right to track him/her down and report them. Especially if they are doing it maliciously. 
We have a code of ethics to go by and some sad hams don't care about them. 

We there are a few of us that will jump on the air fast when we hear something that is not 
right. We try to correct the situation fast to prevent bad feelings. but sometimes that just 
cant go on. There have already been times that we had to show up at  a persons house to 
show that we CAN and DO follow up on the BAD guys. 

Of course there is nothing we can do about it unless we know the person and can talk to 
them about what they are doing. but there are times we CANT. and thats when we CAN 
take action and report them. At least to our monitors in this area, or the freq coordinator. 
BUT this write up is about the upcoming fox hunts the proper way. Dave F, N3AMY and I 
are heading up an actual triangulation type hunt. We have 6 that are interest now, and we 
hope to get more. 

We will have a small class at the February meeting on what we are trying to do and how 
we are trying to do it. SO PLEASE ATTEND that meeting. YOU might be interested in 
helping us, as we are not the only ones that may have the problem in their area, and need 
everyones help to find the "fox", "Transmitter" or "bunny". 

Its winter, things are slow, keep warm, dry and everyone is still invited during the "cricket 
Club meeting every morning starting about 0530 till approx 0730 hours. on the "18 " rptr. 
Thank you for reading this and get back to us if interested in the above. 

RON W K3RJW. Vice 
 
 
 
 
 



JAN SIMPLEX RADIO TEST POSTPONED BY THREATENING 
WEATHER AND CONCERNS ABOUT EXPOSING OPS TO ILLNESS

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V

Plans for the Jan. 11 Reading Radio Clubsponsored Simplex Radio Test took an unexpected 
turn as team leadership took a look at the menacing weekend forecast and decided to scrap 
the test for the month.

The spread of flu and the nasty stomach bug – identified as the contagious norovirus – also 
played a big role in the decision to cancel the SRT because operators work in a confined 
space – the cabin of a Jeep or pickup truck.

With hopes for better weather and better health for all, the Simplex Radio Test team is a 
“GO” for the return of the monthly test on Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m. local time.

New this year, we will be eliminating the 440 Megahertz side of the test and strictly focusing 
on checkins on 2meters – 146.550 Megahertz Simplex.

We also have a new net control operator joining the team for February and we’re confident 
you’ll recognize the voice.

The SRT group is also encouraging operators to try for contacts to earn the Reading Radio 
Club’s Pagoda Award. It’s easy to earn – 10 contacts with Reading Radio Club members.
And, there’s usually a fairly good number of members checking in for the Simplex Radio 
Test.

You can learn more about the Pagoda Award at the Reading Radio Club’s website  https://
www.qsl.net/w3bn/. Click on the Activities tab at the top and go to Pagoda Award.

The purpose of the Simplex Radio Test is to give you an opportunity to check out your 2
meter setup be it a base, mobile station or HT.

The team is trying to identify good locations for net controls to use to pick up operators for 
emergency service in the event one or both of the Reading repeaters fail.

It’s also fun to see if you can hear and work the net control station and they can hear you. 
The use of relays from operators is also helpful to identify weak stations.

This month’s test will be at a location south and west of Reading from a reasonably elevated 
spot. Hope to hear you on the air for the February SRT on 146.550 Megahertz Simplex!!!







NOTE:  The Date for the Simplex Test in these highlights is incorrect.  The February 
SImplex test will be held February 15th, 2025.   It is always the Saturday after the 

general meeting.  We do this for simplicity and so that a reminder can be given plus 
any special instructions.

RRC MEETING MINUTES January 10th, 2024
By: RRC Secretary, Amy Lindenmuth, KB3FSD

The general meeting was held at the IBEW Local 743 located at 20 Morgan Dr, Reading, PA 
19608.

1. Prior to the meeting, Jim Nicholas (W3ITH) was taking attendance and selling 5050 
tickets. 

2. RRC President, Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI), called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
Thirtyone people were in attendance.

3. Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI) led the group in the pledge to the American Flag.

4. RRC members and guests introduced themselves.

5. Jim Nicholas (W3ITH) installed the 2025 RRC Board of Directors and RRC 
President. The 2025 Board of Directors and officers: Ron Dietrich (K3WBA); Dave Fix 
(N3AMY); Amy Lindenmuth, Secretary (KB3FSD); Joe Pietruszynski, President (AC3DI); 
Jason Potter, NG3F; Nate Rosenthal, Treasurer (N2ADD); Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS; Craig 
Wanner, K3CRG; and Ron Waszk, Vice President (K3RJW).

6. The RRC currently has 100 members. There are 21 members who have not renewed 
for 2025. 

7. Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club is holding their Winterfest on January 11, 2025.

8. K4C is holding their Chasing Cornwallis Challenge, Battle of Cowpens January 17
19, 2025. 

9. The next FLDIGI is February 6, 2025, at 7:30 pm on the 146.91 repeater.

10. The January 11, 2025, SRT is cancelled. The next SRT is February 8, 2025, at 1:00 
pm on 146.55.
.



11. See Amy Lindenmuth (KB3FSD) to order RRC jackets or to purchase tshirts, 
sweatshirts, hoodies, and hats.

12. Members asked for a review of the club’s annual financial statement. Copies of the 
2024 financial statement were passed around for members to review.

13. Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI) asked if members knew where to find the general 
meeting minutes, and if they read the minutes from last month. Four members reported 
reading the bulletin. Members are encouraged to read the bulletin. The minutes from the 
general meeting are in the bulletin. The general meeting minutes and the bulletins are 
located on the RRC webpage. 

14. The 25th of every month is the due date to submit articles for publication in the 
bulletin. The RRC Bulletin editors check for spelling and grammar errors; they then submit 
the bulletin to Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI) and Ron Waszk (K3RJW) for a final review prior 
to sending to club members.

15. Lori Scheirer won the 5050 drawing.

16. Ron Waszk (K3RJW) asked members what programs they would like to see at the 
general meetings and what activities they would like to see the club hold. Dave Fix 
(N3AMY) is planning a tricounty fox hunt. Ron suggested a fox hunt using triangulation 
to find the fox.

17. Snow Days – An announcement will be on the 146.91 repeater if general meetings 
are cancelled.

18. The next RRC BOD Meeting is Tuesday, February 11, 2025, by ZOOM starting at 
7:30pm.

19. The next RRC General Meeting is Friday, February 14, 2025, at the IBEW Local 743 
at 7:30pm.

20. RRC President, Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI) adjourned the meeting for a time of 
fellowship







= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
The main purpose of The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the 
Membership and other readers, timely information about the activities of the Reading Radio 
Club,  Inc. 

Additionally, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record. The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club. The READING RADIO 
CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2025 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc. 

Opinions expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers, editors, and article 
sources. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the 
RRC BOD, or the RRC membership. 

Material from this RRC BULLETIN may not be reproduced in whole or part, without 
permission. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
The RRC Bulletin Email Version was started on February 10th, 1998

 It is emailed to most RRC Members, Other Clubs and Friends of the RRC.
 It is published on a monthly basis.

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

PLEASE NOTE: The Reading Radio Club is using Ham Club Online to help manage the club. The 
bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address. Please DO NOT respond to the 
email the bulletin comes from. 
Please email w3bn.rrc@gmail.com about the club or kc3pcs@outlook.com about the bulletin.
We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events. 
They use the latest encryption and are very secure. Nobody’s information is public (other than what 
the FCC Records list).
If you have any questions, please contact us at w3bn.rrc@gmail.com


