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VP           Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                               (23) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
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The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:   http://www.readingradioclub.org.  

Email Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI (JFP0250@comcast.net)  if you wish to participate in or have something brought up at the board 

meeting. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM. 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax 

identification number 23-1660585.   Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are         

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.hamclubonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
mailto:JFP0250@comcast.net?subject=Board%20Meeting%20Request
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Next Board Meeting:      Tues, September 6th, 2022 at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, September 9th, 2022 at 7:30 PM 

Topic:   Come to the meeting and find out. 

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance (Auditorium) 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

Please check your information in Ham Club Online. If there are 
any errors, please send an email to me at N2ADD@ARRL.Net 
and I will correct the relevant fields.  
 
Thanks.    

You are invited - Sunday, September 25 - 1PM to 4PM Sinking Spring  Area       
Historical Society 45th Anniversary Heritage Park Open House.  The museum and 
other buildings will be open to tour.   This is where the RRC has Field Day, Picnic, 
and Hamfest.   

         73 Harry W3VBY  

   ***  SCHEDULE CHANGE  *** 
 

Please note:  The November Meeting Dates have Changed. 
Board Meeting:  November 1st, 2022 (Zoom) 
General Meeting:  November 4th, 2022 (AG Center) 

mailto:N2ADD@ARRL.Net


 

Page 3 

Cancelled due to lack of interest 

???? 

This last two years we have seen various events cancelled due to 

outside influences. There have been closures of buildings,    

mandatory masking, distance restrictions, and a general fear of 

socializing with one another. There has been a mass fear of the 

unknown all in the name of so-called science. 

The one real area of science that did not change is the ability to 

communicate via an invented device called a radio. The only 

problem is there are so many options to choose from! What 

band do I use, what mode to use, what time to use, these all 

play into the social aspect of Ham Radio which is constantly 

evolving. 

You have a license, now put it to use, find a net that you have an 

interest in. Get on the air and socialize, better yet put a face to 

that local contact at a club meeting. Don’t be the reason for the 

cancelation due to interest! 

Joe 

AC3DI 
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Hey everyone, after almost a year, I have the foxes up and running.  I 
am requesting that anyone who is interested in having a fox hunt, to 
please contact me.  I am willing to set up a major fox hunt in Berks 
County.  This could be either a distant hunt or a close up hunt.  I have 
all the foxes working with ONE exception.  The club’s old fox, is in need 
of a battery and I have received permission to purchase one.  That is 
forth coming.  So this is short, since Troy is now handling the Pagoda 
Award. Mark is doing a great job with the monthly Simplex Tests. 

   

My second responsibility is for the FLDIGI.  Well that is also going quite 
well.  We are now getting a few more members to join us even without 
any special equipment.  Your computer and your radio is really all you 
need.  Any one of the members of the group now can help you get on 
the air on either the first Thursday of the month at 1930 hours on 
the .91 repeater, or every Monday on the 147.180 repeater.  That one 
has Al Melnick as the net control.  

 

The following weekends are available for Fox Hunts:  Aug 27/28,      
Sep 17/18, and Sep 24/25.  All other weekends are either taken or    
holiday times.  Please let me know your preference.  You can even call 
me at my cell, 610-587-0354.  I will call you back, as I have all unknown 
numbers blocked due to robocalls.  When I see your number, and its  
local or someone I know,  I will call you back as soon as I see it.  I do 
not have voice mail,  so I'll just call you back as long as your not selling 
warranties for my truck, or can save me $50 on my electric per month.  

 

That’s all for now.  If there are any changes, or when we will hold a fox 
hunt, I will announce it on the MOTA on Friday evenings.  

 

RON K3RJW , 73 



 

Page 6 

Simplex Test Generating Radio Activity 

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V 

Looks like we’re getting lots of local attention with the monthly Simplex Test exercise 

on 146.550 Mhz. 

We had 15 check-ins for the Aug. 13 Simplex Test. Several Reading Radio Club  

members stuck around to make contact with operators looking to earn the Pagoda 

Award. And, I believe some of them did! 

The Simplex Test demonstrates our capability to make radio-to-radio contact – without 

a repeater – to pass messages in the Reading area. It helps us get an idea who would 

be available in the event the need arises. 

It’s gratifying as the net control to hear the level of enthusiasm for the monthly activity. 

The next Simplex Test will be Saturday, Sept. 10 at 1 p.m. on 146.550 Mhz. 

All are welcome!  

You don’t have to be a Reading Radio Club member to participate, but it would       

certainly be nice to have more club members join us. 

If you haven’t heard the Simplex Test, turn on the radio on Saturday, Sept. 10 at 1 

p.m. and see if you can hear the net control and other stations checking in! It lasts a 

couple of minutes! 

Then, check in and stick around and work folks looking to earn the Reading Radio 

Club’s Pagoda Award. 

I’m hoping more and more people tune in and participate to foster radio activity in the 

area and spread the word about a nice award offered by the club! 

Hope to C U for the next Simplex Test! 
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W3BN Special Event Station Operation Launches Sept. 24 

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V 

 

The W3BN Special Event station marking the Reading Radio Club’s 100
th
 anniversary 

is ready for activation! 

W3BN will be on the air from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. local time on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022. 

Three HF stations will be active on SSB on the 10, 15, 20, 40 and 80 meter bands. 

Operators will be recording all contacts on the N1MM logging software. The stations 

and the frequencies on which they are operating will be posted on a variety of DX 

clusters at various times throughout the day.  

From 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., operators will activate W3BN from the Pagoda on 146.550 Mhz 

(simplex) to give local hams who only have VHF capability a chance to work the    

special event station. 

Operators who work the W3BN Special Event station must send their log information 

via email (call sign, name, band, and time of contact) to: w3bn100@gmail.com to     

receive a personalized Reading Radio Club special event certificate.  

More details are being posted on QRZ.com, search W3BN. You’ll also find postings 

about the W3BN Special Event operation on Facebook. 

The W3BN Special Event HF stations will be operating from the Gouglersville area 

QTH of Steve Dobbs NE3F, former Reading Radio Club president. 

There is still time to sign up for an operating slot at Friday’s Sept. 9 Reading Radio 

Club in-person meeting at the Berks County Agricultural Center. 

All station staff operators MUST attend the special operator orientation meeting at 
NE3F’s QTH on Saturday, Sept. 10 at 10 a.m. If you cannot make it, please email 
Mark or Steve at: w3bn100@gmail.com. 

mailto:w3bn100@gmail.com
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DIRECTIONS TO STEVE’S HOME: Enter 744 Mohn’s Hill Road, Reading, PA 19608 

into your GPS, Google Maps or Waze app. Or, take Route 222 South leaving Reading 

and heading for Lancaster. Exit at Gouglersville. At the end of the Gouglersville ramp, 

turn right. The driveway to Steve’s property is exactly two (2) miles from the STOP 

sign at the end of the ramp. Slow as you approach the sharp curve in the road         

BEFORE turning into the driveway. STOP, put your left turn signal on, and look for   

oncoming traffic before CAREFULLY turning left into the driveway. Then, drive a short 

distance up the hill and turn left to proceed down a lane leading to his QTH. There will 

be ample parking. You will not see the towers and antennas until you get close to    

Steve’s house. 

STATION ORIENTATION DAY TALK-IN: Ron K3RJW will provide talk-in for any          
operators coming to the Sept. 10 W3BN Special Event station orientation starting at 9 
a.m. on the 146.91 Reading Radio Club repeater.  
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The August 2022 Meeting was held on August 12th @ 7:30 PM At the Berks AG Center 

RRC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS AUGUST 12, 2022 
********************************************************************** 
By: RRC Secretary Harry Hoffman W3VBY.  
 
The Friday evening August 12, 2022 RRC General Meeting was held in the Main Auditorium of the Ag    
Center in Leesport, Pa.      
  
1. Prior to 7:30 p.m. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, was taking attendance and selling 50-50 tickets.    

                                 
2. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  In attendance were 22 
RRC members and 1 guest for a total of 23.     

   
3. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, led the group in the pledge to the American Flag. 
 
4. The microphone was passed around and RRC Members and guests introduced themselves.  The guest was 
Lori Scheirer, XYL of Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS.     
 
5.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, has RRC Associate Member Letters for: Joe Berish, WB3ADK; 
Jeff Orner, WN3DX; and Larry Wolfgang, WR1B. (none present)   
        
6. Ron Waszk, K3RJW, announced that Fldigi will be the first Thursday of each month on the RRC 146.91 
MHz Repeater starting at 7:30 p.m. The date next month is September 1, 2022.  
 
7.  SMOTA (Simplex Meeting On the Air) will be held this Saturday August 13, 2022 on   146.55 MHz    
starting at 1 p.m.   Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, will be net control. You only need  10 contacts to earn the     
Pagoda Award. 
 
8. Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, announced the Special Event Station celebrating the RRC 100th  Anniversary.  
The date is Saturday September 24, 2022 at the QTH of Steve Dobbs, NE3F.  The time of operation will be 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m.  A special training session on September 10th will be held to learn how to use the equipment.  
See sign-up sheets tonight.   
 
9. Our December 9, 2022 RRC General Meeting at the Ag Center will feature a Mini-Hamfest.  Get your parts 
and equipment ready to sell.  
 
10. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, announced that the Saturday July 16, 2022 RRC Picnic at Heritage Park was a   
success. We had about 30 attend the event.   
 
11. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, announced that the RRC Christmas luncheon will be held on Saturday December 
10, 2022 at Wegmans starting at 11 a.m..      
   
12. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, announced that the August 6th Hamfest at Heritage Park in Sinking Spring was a 
success.  The weather was good. We had about 100 attend the event, even though the ARRL had the location 
listed a “Sinking Creek”. 

Meeting Highlights Continued On Next Page 



 

Page 11 

13. The RRC BOD voted to purchase an ICOM 746 Transceiver and power supply from Arthur C. Becker, 
W3JZN.  The transceiver was for sale at our Hamfest and we will use it at Field Day.  
 
14. Tickets are available tonight for our Fund Raising “Boscov’s - Friends Helping Friends” The $5 donation 
goes to the RRC and the ticket is useable at Boscov’s only on October 19, 2022.  The “Peanut Fundraiser” - 
Buy a pack of peanuts and you get a coupon for a fee appetizer at Texas Roadhouse. 
  
15. The 50-50 Drawing was won by Janine Galiyano, K4AJZ.  
 
16. The RRC Winter Field Day is set for January 28-29, 2023. Time 2 a.m. to 2 p.m.   The location to be     
determined at a later date.   
 
17. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI had an interesting video to show of a visit to the QTH of Steve 
Dobbs, NE3F.  However, a newly installed projector at the Ag Center failed to work.  Joe talked about the  
visit and later sent an e-mail with a link to the video.   
    
18. Our next RRC BOD Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, September 6, 2022 by ZOOM starting at 
7:30 p.m.      
 
19. Our Next RRC General Meeting will be held on Friday September 9, 2022 at the Ag Center Main         
Auditorium starting at 7:30 p.m.    
                                                   
20.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments.     

Meeting Highlights Continued From Last Page 
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Field Day – In the Winter? 

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V 

 

I’ll bet most of you didn’t know there is a Winter Field Day. 

Neither did I until Scott, KC3PCS, brought it to my attention as an activity the club 

might want to pursue and asked me to help find a location. 

Right now, we want to know how many club members might want to participate in a 

Winter Field Day event that will be held the last weekend of January – Jan. 28 and 29 

in 2023. 

This is actually the 16
th
 year for the formal Winter Field Day activity. 

It was first proposed by a group of hams who formed the Society for the Preservation 

of Amateur Radio. They were the catalyst for the establishment of a Winter Field Day 

Association. (https://www.winterfieldday.com/) 

The activity has become a worldwide operating event and embraces some of the 

rules of ARRL’s June Field Day event. Last year, more than 2,000 Winter Field Day 

logs were sent in. 

The Winter Field Day Association’s mission is simple: 

“We passionately believe that Ham radio operators should practice portable        

emergency communications in winter environments as the potential for freezing    

temperatures, snow, ice and other hazards present unique operational concerns. 

WFD is formatted to help increase your level of preparedness for disasters and       

improve your operational skills in subpar conditions.” 

Scott and I are looking into the logistics to rent a winter lodge (with heat and bunks) 

where we can set up two stations and operate. 

Or, we might consider making it a one-day event for a first-time activity for the club. 

We’re looking for some input. The board needs to make a decision by the end of  

September because of the need to reserve a spot. 

Let Scott, KC3PCS, know if you’re interested. Send him an email 
(kc3pcs@gmail.com or kc3pcs@arrl.net), as soon as you can.  Time is of the          
essence for securing a location. 
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From the Fundraising Committee: 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Reading    

Radio Club 

To sign up, go to AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/. You will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization. Enter Reading Radio Club   

or use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585.   

Bookmark the link and support us every time you shop!   If you use the Amazon 

app, be sure to go into settings and enable Amazon Smile. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585
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The Reading Radio Club 2022 Hamfest 
Saturday, August 6, 2022 

 

 

By Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, Co-chairperson                             

 

     The RRC 2022 Hamfest was held at Heritage Park in Sinking Spring on Saturday, August 6.  The site is the 
location of an authentic train station and freight station that were transplanted from another area of western 
Berks County many years ago.  I would like to remind everyone that the yearly ARRL-sanctioned hamfest  
actually starts months before the actual event.  All of the many small details filter down to come together on 
the day prior to the hamfest, when the hamfest is set up.   

 

     The publicity efforts done locally and in QST Magazine, contacting vendors, the purchase and display of 
door prizes, obtaining paper cups, napkins, food, drinks, ice, etc. for the RRC Café, and making sure that the 
venue is clean (including kitchen and bathrooms) are tasks that only are a glimpse of the pre-game effort that 
really comes together before the event kicks off. 

 

     On the Tuesday prior to the hamfest, Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, and daughter Alex refurbished the 
road signs that are used to guide traveling hams to the vicinity of Heritage Park.  These are placed at the     
intersections of major highways and close to the site as well. 

      

     On the Thursday prior to the event, food and beverages were purchased by Mary Anne, N3TVT.  The 
freight station kitchen and rest rooms were made ready, and passed her inspection. 

 

     So, at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, August 5, a stalwart crew of RRC members braved the August sun, wet grass 
and humidity to make more preparations for the event.  Members were still busy hours later.  The seemingly 
endless yards of yellow caution tape were strewn and staked around the grounds to provide regular parking 
spaces and special vendor areas.  The crew was composed of Harry Hoffman, W3VBY; Jim Nicholas, 
W3ITH; Craig Wanner, K3KKN; Ron Waszk, K3RJW; Walt Grube, WD9MNE; Al Melnyk, K3AJM; Joe 
Pietruszynski, AC3DI; Joe Berish, WB3ADK; Dave Fix, N3AMY; Troy Lantz, K3TKL and Dave Wiley, 
K3MXS, (who designed the hamfest layout and parking map). 

 

     An electronic equipment test area was installed in the antique train freight station, which also housed the 
kitchen, restrooms, talk-in station, VE testing area tables and chairs, and a door-prize ticket/information booth 
which offered free ham literature and ARRL and RRC member applications.  The RRC Café was also found in 
the freight station. 

 

  On Saturday morning at 6:00 a.m., RRC members and significant others arrived at Heritage Park to begin 
perking coffee, making food, erecting the entrance’s portable gazebo, and manning the gate area in              
anticipation of early bird vendors.  The weather was cloudy and the temperature was in the seventies, perfect 
for a hamfest.  By 7:00 a.m., it was beginning to look like a hamfest, and by 8:00 a.m., the place was in full 
power hamfest mode. 

 

     At the entrance to Heritage Park, Al Melnyk, K3AJM and his fellow crewmembers Walt Grube, 
WD8MNE, Mark Abramowz, NT3V, and Dave Wiley, K3MXS handled the hectic gate admission duties and 
directed eager sellers and buyers to parking spaces. 

 

     Inside the freight station, Ron Waszk, K3RJW, was busy working at the RRC’s hamfest 146.91/31 (tone 
131.8) RRC W3BN repeater talk-in station.  Jessica Landis, KC3PIG, and Lori Scheirer manned the front 
cashier table, which also served as the “Friends Helping Friends” table, at which hamfesters could purchase 
Boscov department stores discount vouchers and use those vouchers at any Boscov store on Wednesday,     
October 19, in order to obtain discounts on their purchases.  The cost, five dollars for each voucher, goes    
directly to the RRC as a donation. 
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    Also, at the front table in the freight station, RRC T-shirts were available for sale, as were RRC hamfest 
shoulder bags.  A new item this year, five-dollar coupons that give the buyers a free appetizer at the Texas 
Roadhouse Restaurant were for sale.  Proceeds go to the RRC. 

 

     By 8:30 a.m., hopeful VE test-takers were seated in the freight station under the supervision of the ARRL/
RRC VE Team led by Harry Hoffman, W3VBY.  Volunteer Examiners for this test session were the           
following:  Harry Hoffman, W3VBY; Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD; Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS and Joe               
Pietrusynski, AC3DI. 

 

     Soon, the door prizes began to be announced every half hour or so.  These included two $50 and two $25 
ARRL gift certificates, courtesy of the ARRL.  Also given as prizes were two Beofeng UV5R+ 2 meter 
handhelds, donated by the Reading Radio Club, and a Workman brand 2M/70 cm mag mount antenna          
courtesy of Sauder’s Electronics.   Gene Niemiec, K2KJI, owner of KJI Electronics, donated eight Yaesu 
baseball-type caps and a 2M antenna. 

      

     Ham estate items and other ham gear donated to the club were sold in the freight station.  These included 
HTs, an HF transceiver, older tubes, connectors, wire and other parts.   

 

     Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, and Vickie Peiffer and husband Mike Peiffer worked in the RRC Café,   
selling a wide selection of breakfast, lunch, and snack items, including coffee, iced tea and sodas at very     
reasonable prices.  Many thanks to Peter Nicholas, WA3EJN, for his donation of sodas and bottled water.   

 

    Also in the freight station, the always friendly ARRL Eastern PA Section Manager, George Miller, 
W3GWM and his Mrs. were on hand to greet hams and provide information as needed.  We thank the ARRL 
for donating two $50 and two $25 gift certificates.  These may be used to purchase items listed on the ARRL 
Online Store.  

 

     By 12:30 p.m., cleanup was in progress and the RRC helpers looked a bit tired, but still were enthusiastic.  
The freight station was cleaned, and the outside grounds were given a thorough once-over by Harry, W3VBY 
and Jim, W3ITH to remove any litter.  Tables and chairs were reset as we had found them.  Highway signs 
were removed.  Trash and recycle items were taken from the site by Harry Hoffman, W3VBY and XYL    
Lydia.    

 

      This year’s attendance did not surpass last year’s.  Including RRC members and guests, over 125 persons 
attended.  We all had a great time.  The thrill of seeing vintage ham gear for sale, the thought of finding that 
elusive connector or part, or the hope of selling some no longer used ham gear draws hams to a hamfest.  And 
unlike eBay, there is never a charge for shipping. 

 

     Thanks to all who participated!  A list of attendees is shown for the August 5 set-up and a separate list is 
shown for August 6 member/guest attendees.  If you did not sign in, I may not have you on these lists. 
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Friday, August 5 Hamfest Set-Up Attendees 

 

Joe Berish, WB3ADK, Crewmember 

Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, Co-chairman, VE Exam Coordinator 

Dave Fix, N3AMY, Crewmember 

Walt Grube, WD8MNE, Crewmember 

Troy Lantz, K3TKL, Crewmember 

Al Melnyk, K3AJM, Crewmember 

Alex Nicholas, Food dept./Sales 

Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, Co-chairman 

Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, Food dept.  

Kevin Stodart, N3SYT, Crewmember 

Craig Wanner, K3KKN, Crewmember 

Ron Waszk, K3RJW, Talk-in and Crewmember 

Dave Wiley, K3MXS, Layout Architect and Crewmember 

 

 

Saturday, August 6 Hamfest Attendees 

 

Mark Abramowicz, Parking Dept.  

Eric Cintron-Ortiz, KN3M 

James Doman, N3PRJ  

John Engle, AB3SR, RRC BOD 

Neil Espenido, NE3IL 

Dave Fix, Parking Dept. 

Dennis Goodling, N3JRW, Crewmember 

Walt Grube, WD8MNE, Parking dept. 

Alan Harris, N3ATH 

Dave Hoffman, Recycling dept. 

Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, RRC Sect., VE Coord., Hamfest Co-Chairperson 

Lydia Hoffman, Recycling dept. 

Jessica Landis, KC3PIG, Cashier and Sales 

Don McKinney, W3FCT 

Hal Messner, K3ATO 

Alex Nicholas, Food dept./RRC equipment sales 

Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, Hamfest Co-Chairperson 

Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, Food dept. 

Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, RRC Pres., VE Exams    

Jason Potter, W3WDF, Crewmember 

Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, Treasurer, VE Exams 

Alex Scheirer, KE1FIE 

Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, VE Exams 

Lori Scheirer, XYL Scott, Cashier and Sales 

Aiden Schlegel, KA1DAN 

Chris Schlegel, K3ADA, RRC V.P. 

Kevin Stodart, Crewmember 

Ted Tatham, KC3GLL 

Craig Wanner, K3KKN, Crewmember 

Dave Wiley, K3MXS, Parking dept. 
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GREETINGS  ALL 

  

Time is moving ever so more quickly these days than days gone by. 

  

This year’s Ride MS – City to Shore will be here before we are ready for the end of the sum-
mer.  The event will run September 24th and 25th this year.  While we know that these dates do 
pose a problem with some of our volunteers, we truly hope you will be able to make it out. 

  

Each year I try to send out less emails begging and pleading for help, but I think we are real 
close to my    starting to get on everyone’s nerves.  As of today, we have less than 35 volun-
teers on our list, which means we ONLY NEED another 115, with additional folks in our non-
ham assistance positions. 

  

If you are not that familiar with our event, please click on this link to watch the Youtube epi-
sode of “What HAMS Do” which featured us last year: 

                                    https://youtu.be/mou0moNZ2AM 

  

If you would like to sign up for the event on line, please visit: 

                                    https://forms.gle/hjAhY1AJMeEFypvu8 

  

Please email n3mssevcomm@gmail.com if you’d like a paper form to fill out. 
  

Remember, everyone gets our recruitment emails, even if you already volunteered.  Please 
pass this email   forward to any HAMS you may know.  Our mailing list is no where near 
where we would like it to be, so please help us get the word out and bring in new HAMS to 
this event. 

  

We look forward to working with more and more of you every year. 

 

With Much Appreciation  

73  

EvComm  

Msg. Phone:  (609.795.0909) 

https://youtu.be/mou0moNZ2AM
https://forms.gle/hjAhY1AJMeEFypvu8
mailto:n3mssevcomm@gmail.com?subject=2022%20RIDE%20MS%20/%20City%20to%20Shore
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RRC VE TEST SESSION August 6, 2022 

By Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

                                                                                                                            

On Saturday morning, August 6, 2022 the Reading Radio Club sponsored its 108th Volunteer Examiner Amateur Radio Test Session.  

The Test Session was held at the RRC Hamfest site at Heritage Park in Sinking Spring, PA. starting at 8:30 a.m.  There were two  

candidates in attendance.                                 

 

The Rest results were as follows: 

No upgrades. 

 

The candidates came from Reading and Mifflintown.  The candidates were invited to attend future RRC meetings and events.                                   

 

Our Volunteer Examiners for this test session were:  Harry Hoffman, W3VBY; Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD;  Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS;    

Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI; and Ron Waszk, K3RJW.  

 

Thanks to our VE Team for a job well done.  The test session started early at 8:10 a.m. and was completed by about 10:35 a.m.  

The test materials were packaged and delivered to the Sinking Spring Post Office on Monday morning August 8th for shipment by 

Priority Mail to the ARRL/VEC.   

 

The next VE Test Session will be announced at a later date.  

 

If you need more information on Amateur Radio testing or wish to register for an exam call the VE Team Liaison, Harry Hoffman, 
W3VBY at 610-678-8976 or send an E-mail to harryhoffmanjr@juno.com.  The cost for participating in a test session this year is 
$15 payable by check to the ARRL/VEC. 

  

Note: All candidates must supply an FRN number and valid e-mail address.  The FCC requires the e-maii address for FCC               

correspondence.  The new FCC application fee of $35 will apply to new license applications and license renewals. 

                                                                                              

73,     Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

                                                                                     

mailto:harryhoffmanjr@juno.com
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RRC  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR   (RRCMOTA) 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC (08.21.2022) 
 

Check into the RRC MEETING ON THE AIR on the Friday evenings that we do not have an in-person 
meeting.  The net, on 146.910 MHz, starts at 8:00 p.m. with the latest AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE   
REPORT from the West Coast. 
 

FYI:  AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE is the “Amateur Radio’s independent on the air news and bulletin  
service” and is not a service of the American Radio Relay League. 
 

We then have an exchange of information that may be of interest to the members of the Reading Radio 
Club as well as those that are not RRC members. 
   

The last part of the net is a roll call where we usually have 13 to 56 stations check-in and test their    
two-meter FM analog equipment.  The roll call is last, so that late comers are not missed. 
 

NOTE:  The Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System, (CTCSS) frequency is 
131.8 Hertz (3B).  The CTCSS is often referred to as “PL” (Motorola’s trade name). 
 

The net has been in operation since Friday January 21, 1994, when we had thirteen check-ins during 
that first session, over 28 years ago. 
 

On Friday August 26, 2022, we had session number 1208, Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, was the Net Control. 
 

The next RRCMOTA will be on Friday September 2, 2022, starting at 8:00 p.m., on the Reading Radio 
Club’s 146.910 MHz, W3BN analog repeater. 
Al Melnyk, K3AJM, will be the Net Control for session number 1209. 
 

Right now, the RRCMOTA rollcall roster has call letters of 48 of the 95 Reading Radio Club members.  A 
little over one half of the RRC membership.  In addition, there are 20, interested Hams, on the roster, 
who are not members of the RRC. 
 

NOTE:  The next in-person RRC meeting is scheduled for Friday September 9, 2022, (Second Friday of 
the month), starting at 7:30 p.m., at the Berks County Agricultural Center, in Bern Township.  Reading 
Radio Club members and non-members are invited to attend. 
 

Put the following address in your GPS device or GOOGLE MAPS: 
 

 1238  County  Welfare  Road  Leesport  PA 

 
Stay tuned to the RRC 146.910 MHz, W3BN Repeater.  The meeting 
location could be changed at the last minute, because of proposed 

construction at the Berks County Ag Center. 
 

 

Everyone, RRC members and those that are not members, 
are invited to tune in and check into the, 

 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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50  YEARS  AGO,  IN  THE  RRC  -  AUGUST  11,  1972 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, RRC Historian (08.22.2022) 

 

The officers serving the Reading Radio Club, Inc. in August 1972 were: 
 

 President - Duane Redline, W3UQH  (Not a BOD member). 
 Vice President - Bob Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP  (Not a BOD member). 
 Secretary - Al Brailer, W3UQC,  (SK)  (A BOD member). 
 Treasurer - Charlie McCreary, K3DTD,  (SK)  (Not a BOD member). 
 

RRC Board Members serving the RRC in August 1972 were: 
 

 Bill Ader, WA3GTR  (SK) Russ Frederick, W3CDS  (SK) 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC John Freeman, K3CBE 
 Gerry Baldauf, W3WX  (SK) Art Gantert, W3OLG  (SK) 
 Al Brailer, W3UQC  (SK) Bob Wagner, W3GII  (SK) 
 Frank Esseluhn, K3MGO  (SK) 
 

The Editor of the September 1972 READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN was William “Bill” 
Ader, WA3GTR, (SK). 
 

The following is, in a large part, the republishing of the “Highlights” of the August 11, 
1972, monthly meeting taken from the September 1972 issue of the RRC BULLETIN, 
and written by the RRC Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, (SK).  Other information has been 
added that has been taken from the RRC BULLETIN, personal notes, and meeting   
agendas. 
 

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The August 11, 1972, meeting was held in the “COOL” comfort of the UGI “Flame Room” auditorium,    
located on Rt 10, just off Lancaster Avenue, Reading, Pennsylvania. 

 

Former RRC President Bob Jensen, K3HIU, was the winner of the door prize.  The door prize was a new 
ARRL Handbook.  To be eligible for the door prize you had to be present before the meeting started at 
8:00 p.m. 

 

RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, presented Jim Stamm, WA3KBH, with an endorsement seal for his 
PAGODA AWARD.  Jim has now worked a total of 25 RRC members. 

 

This coming October 1972 will be the 11th anniversary of the PAGODA AWARD. 

 

Lloyd Hartman, K3RQL, gave a TVI Committee report.  The committee has received more complaints 
from the Shillington area. 

 

Charlie Brownmiller, K3PCX, has volunteered to start a Novice crystal bank.  Charlie, K3PSX, asked the 
members who have advanced to a higher-class license, where you can use a variable frequency oscillator, 
(VFO), to consider donating their old Novice crystals to the RRC.  The Club would then loan the crystal to 
the new Novices.  A crystal bank operation was described on page 57, of the June 1972, issue of QST. 
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President Redline, W3UQH, read from a lengthy, “Letter of Thanks” that he received from John R.        
McMillen, the Secretary of the Reading Off Road Riders (RORR).  The members of the RRC supplied  
safety communications for the motorcycle Enduro that RORR held on Sunday May 7, 1972.  It is always 
nice when the Club receives a thank you letter.  Duane suggested that the members checkout a copy of  
the letter that was published in the September 1972, issue of the RRC BULLETIN. 

 

Duane, W3UQH, read an announcement that the Mt. Airy VHF Club will be holding their first annual 
“Hamarama” on Sunday October 1, 1972, at the Warwick Fire Company, in Jamison, PA.  The Fire    
Company is located on Route 263, about ten miles north of Willow Grove, PA. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, read from a notice that was received from the Federal Communication   
Commission (FCC).  In short, it said that the FCC was concerned that several Radio Amateurs were    
engaged in handling business communications through the increasing number of VHF repeaters, and on 
the High Frequency (HF) bands.  The handling of business/commercial traffic on the Radio Amateur 
bands is prohibited as outlined in Section 97.1 of the FCC regulations. 

 

President Duane, W3UQH, brought up a round of applause congratulating Russ Frederick, W3CDS, of his 
50 years as a licensed Radio Amateur. 

 

Bob Wagner, W3GII, announced that this year, the Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA), will be 
celebrating the silver anniversary (25th), of the founding of the organization.  In recognition, the        
Anthracite Chapter of the QCWA will be holding a banquet on Saturday September 30, 1972, at the 
American Legion Home, in Lehighton, PA.  Tickets are $4.75 each and you should contact Ed              
Rittenhouse, W3PVY, at his Callbook address in Weatherly, PA to reserve tickets.  Bob, W3GII, said that 
many Berks County QCWA members are planning on attending.  He said that there was consideration on 
chartering a bus for the trip to Lehighton.  The Executive Secretary/General Manager of the National 
QCWA organization will be the special guest. 

 

Norman VanRaay, WA3RTY, announced that the local Military Affiliated Radio Service (MARS) members 
will set up operations at the Boyertown Auto Body Works, Boyertown, PA, on Saturday September 2, 
1972.  The Hams will take messages, from Berks County residents, for delivery within 24 hours, to 
members of the United States Armed Forces serving in Vietnam.  The following have volunteered to 
help:  Russ Nagel, WA3BHF; Bob Jensen, K3HIU; Norm VanRaay, WA3RTY; Dave Phillips, ? ?; and Frank 
Jennings ? ?. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, announced that the Friday September 8, 1972, RRC meeting would be held 
in the cafeteria of the UGI building.  He said that the “Flame Room” would be in use on September 8th by 
the Reading Rose Society. 

 

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, adjourned the meeting, for a time of fellowship and a few eyeball 
QSO’s. 
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Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

Got something for us to put in here?  Please email it to kc3pcs@gmail.com 

Heath Cantenna dummy load 50 ohm model HN 31, 500 watts for 20 minutes,  200 continuous, 

$12.00. 

Drake low pass filter 1000 watts below  30 Mhz 50 ohm.  $ 5.00.  

Don Mckinney w3FCT,  610 693 5945.  
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

KC3PCS@gmail.com with updates. 

 STATS  AS  OF AUG. 20, 2022 

RRC  MEMBERSHIP  TOTALS 

FROM  THE  HAM  CLUB  ON  LINE 

 Full Voting Members: 77 
 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 16 
 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 2 
 

 Total: 95 

1/4 of Full Voting Members 

required for a quorum.  (20) 

 

 Extra Class: 40 42 % 

 Advanced: 6 6 % 

 General: 25 26 % 

 Technician: 22 23 % 

 Novice: 0 0 % 

 No License:  2 2 % 
 

Inaccurate data may result in errors. 

May not total 100% due to rounding. 

Data may not be up to date. 

Checked FCC for upgrades Sep. 4, 2021. 

by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC. 

    95 = Total RRC membership as of Aug. 20, 2022 
 
 89  =  Sep.  2021 97  =  Sep.  2010 
 89  =  Sep.  2020 100  =  Sep.  2009 
 90  =  Sep.  2019 105  =  Sep.  2008 
 92  =  Sep.  2018 116  =  Sep.  2007 
 85  =  Sep.  2017 115  =  Sep.  2006 
 75  =  Sep.  2016 124  =  Sep.  2005 
 81  =  Sep.  2015 126  =  Sep.  2004 
 85  =  Sep.  2014 136  =  Sep.  2003 
 86  =  Sep.  2013 132  =  Sep.  2002 
 87  =  Sep.  2012 129  =  Sep.  2001 
 89  =  Sep.  2011 124  =  Sep.  2000 
 

 From the April 1972 RRC BULLETIN - 71 Members 

 44 RRC voting FULL members, are members of the ARRL (55%). 
 

 To be a “Local Amateur Radio Club” affiliate of the ARRL, 51% 
 of the voting members must be FULL or Associate members of 
 the ARRL.  Note: This is the club’s voting members, (Full Members). 
 Not necessarily the total membership. 

 ”Life Member” 
 Duane Redline, W3UQH, as of June 7, 2022. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, as of November 10, 2020. 
  

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, as of December 8, 2009. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, as of June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (08.22.2022) 
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PLEASE NOTE:   
 
September 1st, 2022—7:30 PM—FLDigi Net (146.91 Repeater) 
September 6th, 2022—7:30 PM — Board Meeting— ZOOM 
September 7th, 2022— 9:30 AM   QCWA Breakfast—Berkshire Family Rest (1714 State Hill Rd) 
September 9th, 2022—7:30 PM — Club Meeting— AG CENTER (and streaming online) 
September 10th, 2022—Orientation—Special Event Station (10 AM—Contact Mark for Details) 
September 10th, 2022—1 PM—Simplex Test  146.55 Simplex 
September 24th, 2022—9 AM to 9 PM—W3BN Special Event Station 
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 
September Birthdays:  Stan Pugh, K3STP;  Edward Tatham, KC3GLL;  Nader Rahmanian, 
KC3NWP;  Mary Ann Nicholas, N3TVT;  Neil Espenido, NE3IL;  Steve Dobbs, NE3F;  Dennis 
Goodling, N3JRW;  Michael Cholewa, N3YQG;  Hank Schott, KA3BMS;  Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 
FLDIGI 7:30 pm. 

2 

MOTA (8 pm) 

3 

 

4 5 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

6 
Board Meeting - 

7:30 PM—Zoom 

7 
QCWA Breakfast 

8 

 

9 

General Meeting 

7:30 PM Ag Center 

10 
 

Spec Event Orientation  

Simplex Test 

1 PM 

11 12 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

13 

 

14 15 
 

16 
MOTA (8 pm) 

17 

18 19 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

20 21 22 
 

23 

MOTA (8 pm) 

 

24 
Spec Event Stn 

9 AM to 9 PM 

25 

 

26 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

27 28 29 30 
MOTA (8 pm) 
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2022 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
September 1st, 2022 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 

 CIRCULATION:  Most RRC & Select Non RRC Members, Other Clubs 
  THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@gmail.com.   ** Please note that 

the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted for 
the RRC Bulletin. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Reading Radio Club is now using Ham Club Online to help manage 

the club.  The bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address.   

We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events.     

They use the latest encryption and are very secure.  Nobody’s information is public 

(other than what the FCC Records list). 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott (kc3pcs@arrl.net) or Joe P. (Club 

President) at JFP0250@comcast.net.   


