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The Reading Radio Club Was Established  March 10th, 1921 ,   ARRL Affiliated February 17, 1922  

A Monthly Publication of the Reading Radio Club, Scott & Lori Scheirer Editors (kc3pcs@gmail.com) 
Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org 

Manage your club profile & email address at http://www.hamclubonline.com    
  http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN 

Volume 60       Issue Number 08  August 2022 W3BN   W3CCH 

2022 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PRES Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI                        JFP0250@comcast.net (24) 
VP           Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                               (23) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
 
Janine Galiyano, K4AJZ               LuvMJnbella4ever@gmail.com  (24) 
Jason Potter, K3WDF                                             Radio.K3WDF@gmail.com (24) 
John Engle, AB3SR                                                No Public Email (22) 
Ronald Waszk, K3RJW                                          PolishPICL@aol.com        (23) 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                             kc3pcs@arrl.net        (22) 
 
The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:   http://www.readingradioclub.org.  

Email Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI (JFP0250@comcast.net)  if you wish to participate in or have something brought up at the board 

meeting. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM. 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax 

identification number 23-1660585.   Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are         

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.hamclubonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
mailto:JFP0250@comcast.net?subject=Board%20Meeting%20Request
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Next Board Meeting:      Tues, August 9th, 2022 at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, August 12th, 2022 at 7:30 PM 

Topic:   TBD, Eyeball QSOs 

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance (Auditorium) 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

ANNOUNCEMENT -   RRC VE TEST SESSION 
The Reading Radio Club has scheduled a VE Test Session on Saturday Morning, August 6, 2022 
8:30 AM  to be held at the Freight Station in Heritage Park, Sinking Spring.                   

Heritage Park is located at the end of Clematis St (use 992 Clematis St, Sinking Spring, 19608 for GPS) 

                                              NOTE: MASKS  NOT REQUIRED   

We would prefer pre-registration for the test session.  We would like to have the following information:     
Full name, Address, telephone number, e-mail address, call letters if any, FRN number, and test         
elements you wish to take.  The FCC now requires everyone to have an e-mail address and an 
FRN number.  

Please give your information to Harry Hoffman, W3VBY.  My e-mail is harryhoffmanjr@juno.com           
or telephone 610-678-8976. 
 
You will need one form of identification or copy of license.  The cost for taking the test is $15 ($5.00 for 
those under 18) and we prefer payment by check made out to ARRL/VEC.   Exact cash payment is also 
acceptable.   

PLEASE NOTE:  THE FCC Charges a separate $35.00 FEE for new licenses, call sign changes, renewals 
which is payable directly to the FCC (you will get an email to pay it).  This fee is NOT payable at the time 
of taking the test.  Upgrades do not incur the fee.    

 

We invite you to stick around after your exam and check out the equipment available for sale.   

mailto:harryhoffmanjr@juno.com
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SUMMER PLANNING AND FUN STUFF 
 
First, I would like to encourage all members to volunteer and take part at 
the Club’s annual Hamfest to be held on August 6th at Heritage Park. This 
event is a major fund raiser for the club and your support would be greatly 
appreciated. Do you have old equipment you no longer need or are you 
looking to add another item to your collection? Looking for a bargain or just 
do not know what you want? The Hamfest is the perfect event to see what 
is available in the market and to meet old and new friends. 
 
Second, plans are moving along to make the September 24th W3BN 
Special Event station not just a local success but worldwide. 
 
Really?, Yes Really. 
 
If you visited the club’s field day you saw the two, 30ft towers and the five 
antennas that were in operation with up to one hundred watts of power. 
 
How about YOU, being able to operate at one of the W3BN Special Event 
operating positions, two of which are capable of full legal power of 1500 
watts. 
 
Antennas are not an issue, I lost count on the beams on the five or six 100ft 
towers (lost count of those also). You could not see all the wire antennas in 
the surrounding trees; bands anywhere from 10 to 160 meters, half square, 
delta loop, dipole, inverted V, end-fed just to name some types all of which 
supplement the beams. 
 
That is not a misprint, yes there is a 160-meter wire antenna. This station is 
capable of all bands around the world and has done just that. Operator 
signups will start at the August 12th general meeting and a site orientation 
is scheduled for Saturday, September 10th at 10 a.m.. 
 

YOU do not want to miss being a part of this! 
 
Joe 
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Signup as an operator 

for the September 24th 

Special Event Station 

to get this certificate 
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Hi all.  I was asked about having a fox hunt this month.  I can not say at this time whether 
it will be or not.  I am in the process of resetting all the foxes, (8 of them) with different 
frequencies and/or power.  With Mark having our Simplex Tests, it did take a load off my 
jobs.  However, I still need time to get my ducks in a row.  

 

Secondly, I have been working with Troy on the Pagoda award. There are good things to 
come there.  He is doing an outstanding job with the paperwork and using me and others 
to perform those changes.  I believe everyone will like what he is doing.  Stand by for   
seeing those works of art by him.  

 

FLDIGI is well and alive.  We have been adding new members and are very happy with it.  
Its not a quick job to get everyone on the same sheet of music, as all computers and  
equipment are different in capabilities.  What antennas are being used, and the              
configuration of the computer to the radio is another wild aspect of it working properly.   
We are close to having those that want to use it very close.  We enjoy meeting on the air, 
the first Thursday of each month on the 91 repeater (at 1930 hours), and the guys that join 
us there.  We also enjoy Monday evenings with Al M and Paul B after the ARES/RACES 
meeting.  

 

Thank you all for hanging in there and I am still available to give personal fox hunts here 
in my neck of the woods, or anywhere you would like within travel distance (gas prices). 

  

I am making another wild YAGI antenna with fiber antenna sections.  I run a wire down 
the center and build from there.  They are in the first stage of building, but seem to be on 
the mark for working.  I'll keep everyone informed.  OH BY THE WAY, I am doing this 
because aluminum antennas are getting harder to find.  By doing it the way I am, makes it 
possible to still make yagis for fox hunting only.   I believe I will show making this one a 
video for You Tube as I did the other one.  I'll let you know when it is ready for viewing. 

  

Thats all for now.   Enjoy radio.  The 13 Colonies Event was fun and I already sent for my 
certificate. 

 

  

Ron 73 
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The July 2022 Meeting was held on July 8th @ 7:30 PM At the Berks AG Center 

RRC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS JULY 8, 2022 
********************************************************************** 

By: RRC Secretary Harry Hoffman W3VBY.  
 
The Friday evening July 8, 2022 RRC General Meeting was held in the Main Auditorium of the Ag Center in 
Leesport, Pa.      
  
1. Prior to 7:30 p.m. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, was taking attendance and selling 50-50 tickets.    

                                 
2. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  In attendance were 24 
RRC members and 2 guests for a total of 26.     

   
3. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, led the group in the pledge to the American Flag. 
 
4. The microphone was passed around and RRC Members and guests introduced themselves.  The guests were 
Alan Clemer, K3AEC, and Joseph Berish, WB3ADK.     
 
5. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, has an RRC FULL MEMBERSHIP letter for Steve Dobbs, 
NE3F. (Not present)   Steve is a past RRC President. 
 
6.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI presented Gary Moulder, KB3VNW, an RRC Associate Member 
Letter. Welcome to the RRC!  
        
7. Troy Lantz, K3TKL, announced that there is no Pagoda Award tonight.  He encouraged members to       
participate in the program.   
 
8. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY spoke of some of his interesting experiences in administering VE Exams over the 
past 37 years.  He thanked those who helped administer the exams.  A VE Exam is scheduled for Saturday 
morning, August 6, 2022 starting at 8:30 a.m. during the Hamfest.  Contact Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, at     
610-678-8976 or by e-mail at harryhoffmanjr@juno.com. The ARRL Exam fee is $15.  For those taking the 
Technician test there is a separate FCC fee of $35.   
                                                                                                                                                            
9. Ron Waszk, K3RJW, announced that Fldigi will be the first Thursday of each month on the RRC 146.91 
MHz Repeater starting at 7:30 p.m. The date next month is August 4, 2022.  
 
10.  SMOTA (Simplex Meeting On the Air) will be held this Saturday July 9, 2022 on  146.55 MHz starting at 
1 p.m.   Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, will be net control and he is promoting the Pagoda Award. 
 
11. Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, announced a Special Event Station, W3BN, to be held on September 24th of 
this year at the QTH of Steve Dobbs, NE3F.   
 
12. Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, has a sign-up sheet to order RRC hats and jackets.  Rich also has RRC Mugs for 
sale at $10 each.  Rich has two shopping bags left.  He would like to retire from the hand wear committee. 

Meeting Highlights Continued On Next Page 

mailto:harryhoffmanjr@juno.com
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13. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, announced the Saturday July 16, 2022 RRC Picnic at Heritage Park Arrive at 11 
a.m. and eat at 12 noon. We will have hot dogs, hamburgers, and ice cream.  Please sign-up tonight.  
 
14. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, has new RRC T-shirts for sale at $13 each.      
   
15. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, also announced the Saturday August 6th Hamfest at Heritage Park.     It runs from 8 
a.m. to 12 noon. We will need help with set-up on Friday August 5, 2022. 
We will have a 10 minute planning meeting tonight after the General Meeting. 
 
16. Ron Waszk, K3RJW, announced that tickets are available tonight for our Fund Raising “Boscov’s - 
Friends Helping Friends” The $5 donation goes to the RRC and the ticket is useable at Boscov’s only on     
October 19, 2022.  The “Peanut Fundraiser” - Buy a pack of peanuts and you get a coupon for a fee appetizer 
at Texas Roadhouse. 
  
17. The 50-50 Drawing was won by Dave Fix, N3AMY.  
 
18. RRC Vice President Chris Schlegel, K3ADA, presented, Janine Galiyano K4AJZ, and Joseph Morrissey, 
KZ3OWL gift certificates of $75 each as a token of our appreciation of their work in preparing refreshments 
at RRC meetings, etc.  
 
19. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI showed an interesting video on antennas by     Dave Casler, 
KE0OG.  ”Antennas the Myths and Realities of HF Dipole, Vertical,  End Fed”    DIPOLE – least expensive.- 
easiest to build.  Should hang at half wavelength approx. 66 ft up.   VERTICAL – can be expensive – requires 
radials – added expense.  END FED -  half wavelength antennas.  
    
20. Our next RRC BOD Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, August 9, 2022 by ZOOM starting at 7:30 
p.m.      
 
21. Our Next RRC General Meeting will be held on Friday August 12, 2022 at the Ag Center Main          
Auditorium starting at 7:30 p.m.    
                                                   
22.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments.     

Meeting Highlights Continued From Last Page 
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Final Plans Readied for RRC Special Event Station W3BN  

By Mark Abramowicz, NT3V 

 

Lots of interest and excitement are building for the W3BN Special Event station       

celebrating the 100
th
 anniversary of the Reading Radio Club on Saturday, Sept. 24, 

2022 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. (local time) 

RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, and RRC board member Ron Waszk, 

K3RJW, made a recent visit to the contest station of Steve Dobbs, NE3F, who will be 

hosting the special one-day operation from his QTH in the Gouglersville area. (see 

more in the President’s Column) 

Steve outlined the radio equipment, antenna arrays and power capabilities of his     

station and the plans for multiple operating positions for the day. 

Steve is also planning to visit the next RRC meeting to talk more about the band plan 

and other preparations for the W3BN Special Event station. 

One important date for any HF operators wishing to be on the station staff  is a 

“station orientation” meeting on Saturday, Sept. 10 at 10 a.m. 

All staff operators who sign up to work on the W3BN Special Event station MUST     

attend so they can become familiar with the radios and computers each of the           

operating positions will use and other procedures. 

Sign-up sheets will be available at the August 12 Reading Radio Club monthly     

meeting. 

Each of the staff operators will receive their own custom keepsake certificate for  

working the event. 

A certificate will be available to all stations emailing QSO confirmation information to a 

special W3BN address to receive a personalized copy of the certificate. 

For VHF operators in the area, W3BN will be on the air from The Pagoda between 1 
p.m. and 2 p.m. local time on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022 calling on a simplex frequency 
- 146.550 MHz – to give local hams a chance to get in the log. 
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From the Fundraising Committee: 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Reading    

Radio Club 

To sign up, go to AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/. You will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization. Enter Reading Radio Club   

or use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585.   

Bookmark the link and support us every time you shop!   If you use the Amazon 

app, be sure to go into settings and enable Amazon Smile. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585
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Reading Radio Club Summer Picnic 2022 

at Heritage Park, Saturday, July 16   
 

 

  

Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 

Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, Chairperson 

Dave Wiley, K3MXS 

RRC Summer Picnic 2022 Committee 

 

      The RRC 2022 Summer Picnic was held at the Heritage Park freight train station building in 
Sinking Spring on Saturday, July 16.  This is the same location we have used for many past RRC 
Summer Picnics, ARRL/RRC Field Days and RRC Hamfests.    

  

      Picnic attendees arrived at about 11 a.m. and the food staff composed of  

Mary Anne, N3TVT and Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, were already busy in the kitchen.  Two large 
electric ovens, two microwave ovens and two large stock pots were used to cook the hot dogs 
and hamburgers.  Harry Hoffman, W3VBY and Dave Wiley, K3MXS, were likewise busy,    
stocking the coolers and refrigerator with sodas and water and setting up the building. 

 

      The club provided to RRC members and significant others the following:  hamburgers, hot 
dogs, American cheese, rolls, potato salad, mustard, ketchup, relish, sauerkraut, chips, ice 
cream, sodas, bottled water, ice, napkins, knives, forks, spoons, and table cloths.    

 

     Some club members brought a dessert or side dish to share with the group.  Side dishes 
and desserts included potato salad, chips, chocolate chip cookies, peanut butter fudge,      
cupcakes, pound cake and candies.  Thank you to those that brought extra items! 

 

     Needless to say, there was quite a variety of food choices.  Everyone enjoyed the picnic 
food and ham fellowship. 
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The RRC 146.91/.31 (CTCSS tone 131.8) W3BN repeater and cell phone 610-781-5508 were 
monitored during the event.  The picnic is always held rain or shine.  The temperature was in 
the high 70s and low 80s with sun and a bit of breeze.  The summer bugs mostly stayed away. 

 

     Thanks to all who attended.  Below is a list of the 26 RRC members and significant others 
that were at the picnic.  Let’s do it again next July! 

    

 

 

     

 Mark Abramowicz  NT3V 

 Don Boulanger  WA1ELA 

 Joel Fastow  K3JPF 

 David Fix  N3AMY 

 Dennis Goodling  N3JRW 

 Walter Grube WD8MNE 

 Allen Hewitt  KC3EWJ 

 Dave Hoffman   

 Harry Hoffman  W3VBY 

 Lydia Hoffman   

 Jessica Landis  KC3PIG 

 Don McKinney  W3FCT 

 Pat McKinney   

 Jim Nicholas  W3ITH 

Mary Anne Nicholas  N3TVT 

Joanne Pietruszynski   

Joe Pietruszynski  AC3DI 

Tara Pietruszynski   

Nate Rosenthal  N2ADD 

Lori Scheirer   

Scott Scheirer  KC3PCS 

Hank Schott  KA3BMS 

Sharon Smith   

Craig Wanner  K3CRG 

Ron Waszk  K3RJW 

Dave Wiley  K3MXS 
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GREETINGS  ALL 

  

Time is moving ever so more quickly these days than days gone by. 

  

This year’s Ride MS – City to Shore will be here before we are ready for the end of the sum-
mer.  The event will run September 24th and 25th this year.  While we know that these dates do 
pose a problem with some of our volunteers, we truly hope you will be able to make it out. 

  

Each year I try to send out less emails begging and pleading for help, but I think we are real 
close to my    starting to get on everyone’s nerves.  As of today, we have less than 35 volun-
teers on our list, which means we ONLY NEED another 115, with additional folks in our non-
ham assistance positions. 

  

If you are not that familiar with our event, please click on this link to watch the Youtube epi-
sode of “What HAMS Do” which featured us last year: 

                                    https://youtu.be/mou0moNZ2AM 

  

If you would like to sign up for the event on line, please visit: 

                                    https://forms.gle/hjAhY1AJMeEFypvu8 

  

Please email n3mssevcomm@gmail.com if you’d like a paper form to fill out. 
  

Remember, everyone gets our recruitment emails, even if you already volunteered.  Please 
pass this email   forward to any HAMS you may know.  Our mailing list is no where near 
where we would like it to be, so please help us get the word out and bring in new HAMS to 
this event. 

  

We look forward to working with more and more of you every year. 

 

With Much Appreciation  

73  

EvComm  

Msg. Phone:  (609.795.0909) 

https://youtu.be/mou0moNZ2AM
https://forms.gle/hjAhY1AJMeEFypvu8
mailto:n3mssevcomm@gmail.com?subject=2022%20RIDE%20MS%20/%20City%20to%20Shore
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07/19/2022 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has started accepting applications for a Telecom-
munications Specialist at its High Frequency Direction Finding Center (HFDFC) in Columbia,       
Maryland. 

HFDFC supports the FCC Over-the-Air spectrum observation capabilities, and provides direct     
support to the public safety community and other federal partners by locating interference sources 
on HF radio spectrum (below 30 MHz). The Center is part of the FCC's Public Safety and Homeland 
Security Bureau in the Operations and Emergency Management Division. 
 
The duties for the incumbent are described at www.usajobs.gov/job/665764100 and include        
performing “watch duty” and serving as a technical authority providing technical assistance and 
guidance to communication systems users to resolve radio interference complaints and problems, 
and collecting radio signal analysis information. Using radio signal analysis equipment deployed 
throughout the United States to collect, correlate, and analyze characteristics of radio signals       
involved in interference problems, distress or safety-related signals, or other radio signals involved 
in other high-priority activities, such as law enforcement or national defense, to include HF, VHF, 
and UHF. Collecting radio signal analysis information; analyzing complaints, inquiries, and         
comments from multiple sources; investigating compliances with the FCC’s rules and regulations, 
and determining the appropriate actions utilizing the FCC’s remote HF network of radio direction 
finders and radio signal analysis equipment. Developing definitive technical solutions concerning 
telecommunications system architectures, interoperability, expansion potential, and overall          
end-to-end  compatibility and net centricity. Interacting with the public, licensees of various radio 
services, private industries, other government agencies, and representatives of foreign governments  
Representing the Bureau in meetings within and outside the agency. Conducting formal and          
on-the-job training of co-workers, new recruits, clients, and participants of the United States         
Telecommunication Training Institute (USTT) systems users to resolve radio interference complaints 
and problems, and collecting radio signal analysis information. Using radio signal analysis         
equipment deployed throughout the United States to collect, correlate, and analyze characteristics 
of radio signals involved in interference problems, distress or safety-related signals, or other radio 
signals involved in other high-priority activities, such as law enforcement or national defense, to   
include HF, VHF, and UHF. Collecting radio signal   analysis information; analyzing complaints,   
inquiries, and comments from multiple sources; investigating compliances with the FCC’s rules and 
regulations, and determining the appropriate actions utilizing the FCC’s remote HF network of radio 
direction finders and radio signal analysis equipment. Developing definitive technical solutions    
concerning telecommunications system architectures, interoperability, expansion potential, and 
overall end-to-end compatibility and net centricity. Interacting with the public, licensees of various 
radio services, private industries, other government agencies, and representatives of foreign      
governments. Representing the Bureau in meetings within and outside the agency. Conducting    
formal and on-the-job training of co-workers, new recruits, clients, and participants of the United 
States Telecommunication Training Institute (USTT) 
 

 

 

FCC Hiring for High Frequency Direction Finding Center 

https://www.fcc.gov/over-air-spectrum-observation-capabilities
http://www.usajobs.gov/job/665764100
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RRC  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR   (RRCMOTA) 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC      (07.20.2022) 
 

Check into the RRC MEETING ON THE AIR on the Friday evenings that we do not have an in-person 
meeting.  The net, on 146.910 MHz, starts at 8:00 p.m. with the latest AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE   
REPORT from the West Coast. 
 

FYI:  AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE is the “Amateur Radio’s independent on the air news and bulletin  
service” and is not a service of the American Radio Relay League. 
 

We then have an exchange of information that may be of interest to the members of the Reading Radio 
Club as well as those that are not RRC members. 
 

The last part of the net is a roll call where we usually have 13 to 56 stations check-in and test their    
two-meter FM analog equipment.  The roll call is last, so that late comers are not missed. 
 

NOTE:  The Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System, (CTCSS) frequency is 
131.8 Hertz (3B).  The CTCSS is often referred to as “PL” (Motorola’s trade name). 
 

The net has been in operation since Friday January 21, 1994, when we had thirteen check-ins during 
that first session, over 28 years ago. 
 

On Friday July 29, 2022, we had session number 1205.  Al Melnyk, K3AJM, was the Net Control. 
 

The next RRCMOTA will be on Friday August 5, 2022, starting at 8:00 p.m., on the Reading Radio Club’s 
146.910 MHz, W3BN analog repeater. 
Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, will be the Net Control for session number 1206. 
 

Right now, the RRCMOTA rollcall roster has call letters of 48 of the 92 Reading Radio Club members.  A 
little over one half of the membership.  In addition, there are 20, interested Hams, on the roster, who 
are not members of the RRC. 
 

NOTE:  The next in-person RRC meeting is scheduled for Friday August 12, 2022, (Second Friday of the 
month), starting at 7:30 p.m., at the Berks County Agricultural Center, in Bern Township.  Reading    
Radio Club members and non-members are invited to attend. 
 

Put the following address in your GPS device or GOOGLE MAPS: 
 

1238  County  Welfare  Road  Leesport  PA 

 
Stay tuned to the RRC 146.910 MHz, W3BN Repeater.  The meeting 
location could be changed at the last minute, because of proposed 

construction at the Berks County Ag Center. 
 

 

Everyone, RRC members and those that are not members, 
are invited to tune in and check into the, 

 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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The Reading Radio Club 2022 Hamfest 

Saturday, August 6, 2022 

 
By Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 

 

     The RRC 2022 Hamfest will be held at Heritage Park in Sinking Spring 
on Saturday, August 6.  Of course, the hamfest is ARRL sanctioned, and a 
notice has been placed in the July QST Magazine.  (The July QST hamfest 
section lists our hamfest as taking place in “Sinking Creek”, PA.  The ARRL 
editors have apologized for the typo and will send out an email showing 
the correction, “Sinking Spring”). 

 

     The hamfest location is easy to find.  From Reading, go west on Route 
422 past the MacDonald’s at the Rt. 724 intersection.  After about one 
mile go left onto Park Ave. (just past the Sunoco station which is on the 
right).  Travel on Park Ave. to a dead end, then take a left onto Clematis 
St.  Go 0.2 miles to the entrance to Heritage Park.  Look for signs.     
Coming from the west, watch out for the Sheetz station on your left and 
Ace Hardware on your right.  Slow down and make a right at Park Ave. 
which is easy to miss.  See the above directions. 

 

 The talk- in station will be on the RRC repeater (146.91/.31-tone 131.8).  
Telephone is 610-781-5508. 

 

    For those using a GPS, the information is N 40 deg, 19.320 min., and W 
76 deg, 1.950 min.  The closest residence is 992 Clematis St., Sinking 
Spring, PA, 19608.  

 

     The hamfest opens at 7 a.m. for vendors and 8 a.m for buyers.  We 
usually conclude at noon.  The cost is $5 for hams over 18 years of age.  
Those taking VE    exams, amateurs under 18, RRC members, unlicensed 
spouses and children are admitted at no cost.  Sellers’ cost is $8.  Bring 
your own chairs and table if you are selling. 
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ARRL VE testing begins at 8:30 a.m.  They will be administered inside the 
freight station.  The cost is $15 for adults and $5.00 for youth under the 
age of 18.  A check should be made out to ARRL/VEC.  Exact cash is also 
acceptable.  One form of ID is required (or a copy of your license or CSCE 
certificate), and an email address and FRN number is needed.  To          
eliminate any problems, call our RRC VE Coordinator, Harry Hoffman,  
W3VBY, at 610-678-8976 or email harryhoffmanjr@juno.com for            
information. 

 

 

    Hot breakfast and lunch items will be available at the RRC Café inside 
the freight station.  Snack items, sodas, water and ice cream will be sold 
as well.  At intervals, door prizes will be announced, so remember to keep 
your ticket stub and place the other half of the ticket in the blue coffee can 
in the freight station.  Write your name and call sign legibly on the ticket 
you hand in, just in case you are not present for the drawings. 

 

 Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends tickets will also be available for sale 
at $5 each.  Texas Roadhouse restaurant fundraising tickets will be sold at 
$5 each as well.  We have a limited number of RRC blue tote bags for sale 
at $2 each.  There will be blue and gold RRC T-shirts for sale.  The cost is 
only $13.00.  We may have a limited number of RRC baseball caps for sale 
and RRC 100th Anniversary mugs for purchase. 

 

     At the present time, we are in need of a few RRC members to help at 
the front gate and direct parking.  This may be done on an hourly basis.  
If you would like to help, contact Jim Nicholas, W3ITH at w3ith@arrl.net.  
We will be having a set up event on Friday, August 5 at the hamfest site 
from 9 to 11 a.m.  Coffee, water, donuts and snacks will be available for 
helpers. 

 

     Who knows what new or vintage piece of ham gear you might find at 
the hamfest?  Or maybe that tube or part you haven’t been able to find?  
Come to the RRC Hamfest on August 6 and you may be surprised!        
Remember, all sales are final with no warranty.  As with all hamfests, the 
RRC assumes no responsibility in these transactions.  We’ll be next to a 
wooded area, so a hat and bug spray would be nice to bring along.  See 
you there! 

    

mailto:harryhoffmanjr@juno.com
mailto:w3ith@arrl.net
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50  YEARS  AGO,  IN  THE  RRC  -  JULY  14,  1972 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, RRC Historian (07.23.2022) 
 

The officers serving the Reading Radio Club, Inc. in July 1972 were: 

 

 President - Duane Redline, W3UQH  (Not a BOD member). 

 Vice President - Bob Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP  (Not a BOD member). 

 Secretary - Al Brailer, W3UQC,  (SK)  (A BOD member). 

 Treasurer - Charlie McCreary, K3DTD,  (SK)  (Not a BOD member). 

 

RRC Board Members serving the RRC in July 1972 were: 

 

 Bill Ader, WA3GTR  (SK) Russ Frederick, W3CDS  (SK) 

 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC John Freeman, K3CBE 

 Gerry Baldauf, W3WX  (SK) Art Gantert, W3OLG  (SK) 

 Al Brailer, W3UQC  (SK) Bob Wagner, W3GII  (SK) 

 Frank Esseluhn, K3MGO  (SK) 

 

The Editor of the August 1972 READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN was William “Bill” Ader, 
WA3GTR, (SK). 

 

The following is, in a large part, the republishing of the “Highlights” of the July 14, 
1972, monthly meeting taken from the August 1972 issue of the RRC BULLETIN, and 
written by the RRC Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, (SK).  Other information has been 
added that has been taken from the RRC BULLETIN, personal notes, and meeting   
agendas. 

 

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  There were only 
twenty members in attendance.  The poor attendance may have had something to do 
with the temperature that reached 90 degrees on Friday July 14, 1972. 

 

The July 14, 1972, meeting was held in the “COOL” comfort of the UGI “Flame Room” 
auditorium, located on Rt 10, just off Lancaster Avenue. 

 

Jim Stamm, WA3KBH, was the winner of the door prize. 

 

RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, introduced the following new RRC Members: 

 Frank M. Monez, WA3TGK Henry L. Ciotti, WA3NDO 

 Wyomissing, PA  Reading, PA 

 

The RRC TVI Committee gave a report on a difficult problem they are presently working 
on, involving sixteen TV sets in the Shillington area. 

 

The Transmitter Hunt Committee reported that the Sunday July 9, 1972, transmitter 
hunt was disappointing.  (The fourth hunt of the 1972 season).  Al Brailer, W3UQC, hid 
the transmitter.  The only hunter was Leroy Flamm, K3MNI, and his family.  It took 
Leroy 45 minutes to find the hidden transmitter.  Many speculated that the hot       
temperatures of the day, were a deterrent to the number of Fox Hunt participants, 
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As everyone realized, the June 24, and 25, 1972, RRC Field Day exercise was cancelled 
because of the Agnes Hurricane flood emergency. 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = 

 

THIS WRITER’S NOTES TAKEN FROM LOCAL NEWS OUTLETS: 

 

Hurricane/Tropical Storm Agnes caused extreme damage to residences and    
businesses when it hit Berks County on Thursday June 22, 1972.  In downtown 
Reading, floodwaters reached beyond 2nd Street.  The deluge of rain started on 
Sunday June 18 and continued thru Saturday June 24, 1972. 

 

In Reading, Pennsylvania, the Schuylkill River crested at a record height of 31.3 
feet.  The Blue Marsh Dam was not in place at this time.  The process of land    
acquisition was still going on. 

 

Hundreds of people were evacuated, and over a hundred homes destroyed.  

 

By the time the major part of the storm ended on Friday June 23, 1972, about 8.6 
inches of rain had fallen on Berks County in a little over 24 hours.  

 

The Reading Radio Club Field Day was scheduled for the last full weekend in June 
1972 - Saturday June 24 and Sunday June 25, 1972.  Many roads were            
impassable with fallen trees and downed power lines.  The original plan was to 
have the Field Day exercise on Mt. Penn, near the Fire Tower and the pavilion.  

 

Two Berks Countians lost their lives. 

 

The Agnes Flood emergency went down as the worst natural disaster in the history of 
Berks County. 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Art Gantert, W3OLG, read excerpts from the proposed antenna height ordinance 
which was recently presented to the City of Reading Planning Commission.  

 

RRC Member Gregory S. Weiler, K3MGQ, and William E. Wentzel, W3GWA, of 
Perkiomenville, Pennsylvania presented an interesting talk, slides, and tape recordings 
of “County Hunting” Ham Radio activity.  They had on display County Hunting QSL 
Cards, and awards.  The “County Hunters Award” was made popular by Clifton “Clif” 
Evans, Jr., K6BX, of Bonita, California, and has become a very interesting activity for 
active Amateur Radio Operators.  NOTE:  There are over 3,000 counties in the United 
States.  The worked all counties USA-CA Award is now sponsored by the CQ Magazine. 
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President Duane, W3UQH, suggested that those traveling throughout  the United 
States, and worldwide, document their trip with slides and make a presentation at a 
RRC meeting.  Duane, W3UQH, said that a 15-to-30-minute presentation could be    
fitted into the meeting program on short notice. 

 

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, called attention to the excellent TVI articles that Bob 
Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP, has been publishing in the RRC BULLETIN, starting in the 
February 1972 issue.  (“TVI NOTES”).  Bob tells you all about the problems the, is    
anyone reading this, respond to w3wjc73@gmail.com TVI Committee must deal with 
and why we have these situations, and how to solve them.  Check it out. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, said that the Friday August 11, 1972, meeting would be 
held at the cool air conditioned UGI “Flame Room” starting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Reading Radio Club President Duane Redline, W3UQH, adjourned the meeting, for a 
time of fellowship and a chance to get to know some of the new Reading Radio Club 
members. 
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Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

Got something for us to put in here?  Please email it to kc3pcs@gmail.com 

Heath Cantenna dummy load 50 ohm model HN 31, 500 watts for 20 minutes,  200 continuous, 

$12.00. 

Drake low pass filter 1000 watts below  30 Mhz 50 ohm.  $ 5.00.  

Don Mckinney w3FCT,  610 693 5945.  
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

KC3PCS@gmail.com with updates. 

 STATS  AS  OF JULY 18, 2022 

RRC  MEMBERSHIP  TOTALS 

FROM  THE  HAM  CLUB  ON  LINE 

 Full Voting Members: 76 

 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 13 

 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 2 

 

 Total: 92 

1/4 of Full Voting Members 

required for a quorum.  (20) 

 

 Extra Class: 38 41 % 

 Advanced: 6 7 % 

 General: 25 27 % 

 Technician: 21 23 % 

 Novice: 0 0 % 

 No License:  2 2 % 
 

May not total 100% due to rounding. 

Data may not be up to date. 

Checked FCC for upgrades Sep. 4, 2021, 

by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC. 

    92 = Total RRC membership as of July 18, 2022 
 
 83  =  Aug.  2021 97  =  Aug.  2010 
 87  =  Aug.  2020 99  =  Aug.  2009 
 89  =  Aug.  2019 102  =  Aug.  2008 
 86  =  Aug.  2018 116  =  Aug.  2007 
 83  =  Aug.  2017 115  =  Aug.  2006 
 74  =  Aug.  2016 125  =  Aug.  2005 
 81  =  Aug.  2015 125  =  Aug.  2004 
 83  =  Aug.  2014 135  =  Aug.  2003 
 85  =  Aug.  2013 130  =  Aug.  2002 
 87  =  Aug.  2012 127  =  Aug.  2001 
 89  =  Aug.  2011 124  =  Aug.  2000 
  

 From the April 1972 RRC BULLETIN - 71 Members 

 42 RRC voting FULL members, are members of the ARRL (55%). 
 

 To be a “Local Amateur Radio Club” affiliate of the ARRL, 51% 
 of the voting members must be FULL or Associate members of 
 the ARRL.  Note: This is the club’s voting members, (Full Members). 
 Not necessarily the total membership. 

 ”Life Member” 
 Duane Redline, W3UQH, as of June 7, 2022. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, as of November 10, 2020. 
  

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, as of December 8, 2009. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, as of June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (07.18.2022) 
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PLEASE NOTE:   
 
August 3rd, 2022— 9:30 AM   QCWA Breakfast—Berkshire Family Rest (1714 State Hill Rd) 
August 4th, 2022—7:30 PM—FLDigi Net (146.91 Repeater) 
August 6th, 2022 — HAM Fest—8 AM (Dealers 7 AM) —Heritage Park (Test Session at 8:30 AM) 
August 9th, 2022—7:30 PM — Board Meeting— ZOOM 
August 12th, 2022—7:30 PM — Club Meeting— AG CENTER (and streaming online) 
August 13th, 2022—1 PM—Simplex Test  146.55 Simplex 
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 
August Birthdays:  Nathan Gravius, KC3NJG;  Jessica Landis, KC3PIG;  Alan Melnyk, K3AJM;   
Andrew Galligan, KA3NKN;  Stuart Higgins, W2SLH;  Walter Grube, Jr, WD8MNE 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

2 3 
QCWA Break-

fast 9:30  

4 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

5 
MOTA (8 pm) 

6 

HAM FEST 

7 8 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

9 
Board Meeting - 

7:30 PM—Zoom 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

General Meeting 

7:30 PM Ag Center 

13 
Simplex Test 

1 PM 

14 15 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

16 

 

17 18 
 

19 
MOTA (8 pm) 

20 

21 22 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

23 24 25 
 

26 

MOTA (8 pm) 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

30 31  
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2022 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
August 1st, 2022 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 

 CIRCULATION:  Most RRC & Select Non RRC Members, Other Clubs 
  THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@gmail.com.   ** Please note that 

the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted for 
the RRC Bulletin. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Reading Radio Club is now using Ham Club Online to help manage 

the club.  The bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address.   

We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events.     

They use the latest encryption and are very secure.  Nobody’s information is public 

(other than what the FCC Records list). 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott (kc3pcs@arrl.net) or Joe P. (Club 

President) at JFP0250@comcast.net.   


