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The Reading Radio Club Was Established  March 10th, 1921 ,   ARRL Affiliated February 17, 1922  

A Monthly Publication of the Reading Radio Club, Scott & Lori Scheirer Editors (kc3pcs@gmail.com) 
Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org 

Manage your club profile & email address at http://www.hamclubonline.com    
  http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN 

Volume 60       Issue Number 05        May 2022 W3BN   W3CCH 

2022 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PRES Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI                        JFP0250@comcast.net (24) 
VP           Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                               (23) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
 
Janine Galiyano, K4AJZ               LuvMJnbella4ever@gmail.com  (24) 
Jason Potter, K3WDF                                             Radio.K3WDF@gmail.com (24) 
John Engle, AB3SR                                                No Public Email (22) 
Ronald Waszk, K3RJW                                          PolishPICL@aol.com        (23) 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                             kc3pcs@arrl.net        (22) 
 
The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:   http://www.readingradioclub.org.  

Email Chris Schlegel, k3ada@arrl.net if you wish to participate in a board meeting. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM. 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax 

identification number 23-1660585.   Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are         

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.hamclubonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
mailto:k3ada@arrl.net?subject=Board%20Meeting%20Participation%20Request
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Next Board Meeting:      Tues, May 10th, 2022 at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, May 13th, 2022 at 7:30 PM 

Topic:   Field Day Setup, Eyeball QSOs 

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance (Auditorium) 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

ANNOUNCEMENT -   RRC VE TEST SESSION 

The Reading Radio Club has scheduled a VE Test Session on Saturday afternoon, June 25, 2022 

2:30 PM  to be held at the Freight Station in Heritage Park, Sinking Spring.                   

Heritage Park is located at the end of Clematis St (use 992 Clematis St, Sinking Spring, 19608 for GPS) 

                                              NOTE: MASKS  NOT REQUIRED   

We would prefer pre-registration for the test session.  We would like to have the following information:     

Full name, Address, telephone number, e-mail address, call letters if any, FRN number, and test         

elements you wish to take.  The FCC now requires everyone to have an e-mail address and an 

FRN number.  

Please give your information to Harry Hoffman, W3VBY.  My e-mail is harryhoffmanjr@juno.com           
or telephone 610-678-8976. 
You will need one form of identification or copy of license.  The cost for taking the test is $15 and we 

prefer payment by check made out to ARRL/VEC.   Exact cash payment is also acceptable.     

 

We invite you to stick around after your exam and participate in field day as well. 

                                                                    73  Harry  W3VBY                                                                                 

mailto:harryhoffmanjr@juno.com
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WHY SEND IF YOU CANNOT HEAR? 
Could be the way you are physically designed might be a clue to a good operating practice. You have heard the 

saying “you have two ears and one mouth for a reason” Well guess what, that applies to Ham radio also, being 

able to hear is step one in successful communications and contacts. 

Initially after getting my Ham License, I found out that a lot of stations, had massive antenna systems, kilowatt 

transmitters, and it looked like I was out of luck in that respect. When I was in the military, we had separate 

Transmitter and Receiver sites so I was comfortable seeing that type of operation. Early amateur operators I 

had known also had beam antennas on towers and had sizable investment in hardware to operate. This was not 

going to work for me! 

I started to price equipment and maybe I made a mistake in trying to start this hobby. I spent a lot of time  

looking at options and decided that a cost-efficient way of starting would be a digital HT. No costly antenna, 

press the button and away you go. Wrong! There are diverse types of digital modes and one will not talk to the 

other, and you have to program the TX and RX frequency along with codes to unlock repeaters if you want to 

talk any distance. Code Plugs are another feat that needed to be mastered to program multiple repeaters for 

analog/digital, VHF/UHF frequencies, simplex channels, etc. Then comes the HOTSPOT for digital since at 

the time there were no DMR repeaters nearby. 

Next I branched into the realm of HF with some used transceivers which I run typically at 10watts. I needed an 

antenna and made dipole out of scrap Plexiglas and #12 stranded wire; it tunes 1 to 1 at 12MHz in my attic. 

When I bypass the transceiver antenna tuner and use a manual tuner, I can get 1 to 1 on forty thru ten meters. 

Please do not ask how or why, that’s part of the experiment and the proof is in the statistics.  

So, what did I manage to do with this setup? Starting a QRZ log in July 2020:  

 1487 confirmed QSO’s 

 75 Countries 

 Worked all fifty states 

 Worked all Continents 

 Five band endorsement for World Friendship 

 Five hundred counties endorsement 

There are all types of software aids to help you make contacts, you do not need any fancy equipment. What 

you do need is to understand what the band conditions are each day and hour and most of all you need to listen 

to the calls. Hear a strange call? Try to make contact, you will never know unless you try. This morning I put a 

CQ out on 80 Meters and had a six-station pileup which I managed to work all six in sequence. 

 

73 and good listening           Joe   AC3DI 
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Field day is rapidly approaching.  Field day is June 25/26th with setup a small setup being done on Friday 
June 24th.   

 

We are looking for volunteers for the following: 

 

Setup on Friday (Getting Coax, Antennas, Etc from their stored locations) 

Setup on Saturday Morning (Around 8 am) - This is the biggest part of setup.  We get the towers from      
Harry’s house, put them up, get the antennas up, run the coax, set up the radios, generator, computers.   

Light snacks will be provided for setup including coffee. 

There will be a VE Exam session at 2:30 PM. 

Around 2 PM Saturday, Field day officially starts with being able to transmit and receive using the W3BN Call 
Sign.  We will provide lunch meat/cheeses for sandwiches.    Dinner is not yet determined but will be        
provided. 

The event runs through the night until 2 pm Sunday afternoon. 

Breakfast will be provided Sunday morning. 

Around 2 pm Sunday afternoon, we will need assistance taking down the antennas, packing up the radios 
and other equipment and returning them to their storage locations.   

 

Any and all help is appreciated. 

 

More information will be provided at the May Meeting. 

 

If you’re interested in helping out, please contact me (scott@viewneye.com) or Ron Waszk 
(polishpicl@aol.com).    

 

Scott (Field Day Chair) 
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RRC VE TEST SESSION April 8, 2022 
By Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

                                                                                                                            

On Friday evening, April 8, 2022 the Reading Radio Club sponsored its 106th Volunteer Examiner Amateur 
Radio Test Session.  The Test Session was held prior to the RRC General Meeting in the Main Auditorium of 
the Berks County Agricultural Center, Leesport, PA.   There were seven candidates in attendance.   We    
started about 5:55 p.m., as the candidates began to arrive.                               

 

The Test results were as follows: 

3 – Technician Class 

2 – General Class 

 

The candidates came from Newmanstown, New Tripoli, Orwigsburg, Reading, Sinking Spring, and West  
Reading.   The candidates were invited to stay for the RRC General Meeting to follow at 7:30 p.m.    

 

One candidate did not have an FRN number.  Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, had his computer set up on the         
internet in preperation for the RRC Meeting to follow.  Scott was able to guide the candidate through the 
process of obtaining an FRN number.   The candidate went on to pass his Technician test. 

 

Our Volunteer Examiners for this test session were:  Stuart Higgins, W2SLH; Harry Hoffman, W3VBY;   Joe 
Pietruszynski, AC3DI; Jason Potter, K3WDF; Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD; and Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS.  

 

Thanks to our VE Team for a job well done.  The test session was completed by about 7:25 p.m.  The test  
materials were later packaged and delivered to the Sinking Spring Post Office on Monday morning April 11th 
for shipment by Priority Mail to the ARRL/VEC.                                                                                                      

 

The next VE Test Session will be held at Field Day, Saturday June 25, 2022 starting at 2:30 p.m. We will meet 
in the Freight Station in Heritage Park in Sinking Spring, PA.  

 

If you need more information on Amateur Radio testing or wish to register for an exam, call the VE Team  
Liaison, Harry Hoffman, W3VBY at 610-678-8976 or send an E-mail to harryhoffmanjr@juno.com.  The cost 
for participating in a test session this year is $15 payable to the ARRL/VEC.  

                                                                                              

73,     Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 
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From the Fundraising Committee: 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Reading    

Radio Club 

To sign up, go to AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/. You will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization. Enter Reading Radio Club   

or use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585.   

Bookmark the link and support us every time you shop!   If you use the Amazon 

app, be sure to go into settings and enable Amazon Smile. 

YOUR INPUT IS WANTED!!! 
The entertainment committee is interested in what programs and activities you’d like to see 

at the general meetings.   We are considering  different things including a possible antenna 

build, some kit builds, and other ideas.    

 

This is YOUR club.  Let us know what you’re interested in.   It does not have to be HAM     

Radio Related. 

 

Please contact a member of the board (Addresses on front page of this bulletin), with your 

ideas. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585
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Hi everyone.  What a month.  I am writing this for the May bulletin, because April is an extremely busy 
month for me.  

  

First of all, I was asked to be a Camp Host for the Boy and Girl scouts at Blue Marsh.  This took up three 
weekends in April.  I could not even attend the April Meeting as I was already at Blue Marsh setting up 
for the scouts.  

 

This turned into a double for me.  I was able to have a few of the scouts talk on the radio to another one 
of our members.  Thank you Neil for being there Saturday evening after supper.  

 

THEN, I will have two more weekends on 22, 23,and 24, then 29, 30 and 1 May.  This time I will have an 
external antenna to get better reception.  ALSO, thank you Paul for trying the FLDIGI on Saturday   
evening.  The outside antenna up about 15 feet will help with that too.  I will be trying to transmit again 
during both of the next weekends.  So, if anyone is listening, I would be grateful for a comeback so the 
scouts can see and hear HAM radio working.  

  

Next, I want to thank the 4 that signed up to possibly be a SMOTA (Simplex Meeting on the Air) Net  
control.  This will open up our contacts by having more than just me or Joe ( AC3DI) and show our reach 
on our radios.  It may be even worse, but that's HAM radio.  We won’t know ’til we try.  Joe has the list 
and will be contacting those that signed up.  IF YOU ARE still interested in trying, contact Joe or myself 
at our home phones (cell phones).  BY THE WAY, this is a great time and reason to try for the PAGODA 
award. as you would be talking to over 10 people.  This is all that is needed for the first award.  Being 
that SMOTA is a simplex net, this will meet the requirements for that award.  You will have to listen to 
Friday night MOTA nets to find out any times or dates.  

  

FLDIGI was held by Al, K3AJM and Paul, AE3U on the first Thursday with talks about using winlink, 
ECHOlink and other modes.  I am more of a fan of radio to radio with FLDIGI, but we must try all modes 
to see if they work.  SO thanks guys for the research of the other types of communications.  

  

I plan on having a FOX hunt in May.  It may be a short local one, or where we meet at the Pagoda to 
start from there.  It is too far away for now, so I would rather not try to set a date at this time.  Stan, my 
assistant, is on a crazy work schedule.  I may ask KC3AMY to assist me.  Just unsure as I am too 
wrapped in Blue Marsh to set anything up yet.  I’ll put notice out on Friday evening MOTA's. 

  

Thanks everyone and we could ALWAYS use assistants, or volunteers to help us set these things up.  
PLEASE consider helping, not only with me, but with the WHOLE club’s activities.  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP to keep this club going strong.  

 

Thank you for letting me vent a little.  

 

RON 73 
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There are times in life when you just have to look at a situation and wonder, was this planned.    

 

This was the case at the Pottstown Fox Hunt in April. 

 

A lost pot-bellied pig decided to come visit the hunters while they were looking for the fox. 

 

Thanks to Ron, K3RJW for the pictures. 
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Operators Needed for WWII Days 

 

The St. Joseph’s Hospital Emergency Response Team (HERT) is looking for a few amateur radio operators to 

assist in providing communications during the WWII Weekend at Reading Regional Airport on June 3, 4, and 

5.  HERT is a group of emergency medical personnel and amateur radio operators who provide services in case 

of a disaster.  They also assist during WWII days to assist reenactors and visitors to the event for any medical 

problems. 

Some of the hams who were HERT members and assisted at the weekend in the past have either moved away 

or are unable to help this year for other reasons.  The group particularly needs a couple of volunteers for      

Friday, June 3rd.  However, we could use help on any of the three days.  If enough volunteers sign up, ½ day 

working shifts are possible.  Also, if there are enough operators, that would allow more time for volunteers to 

walk through the event and see the various encampments and activities. 

If you could help out on Friday, June 3, or any one or more of the three days, please contact Al, K3AJM, via 
email at k3ajm@ptd.net, or call me at 610-621-2187.   

mailto:k3ajm@ptd.net
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The April 2022 Meeting was held on April 8th @ 7:30 PM At the Berks AG Center 

RRC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 8, 2022 
********************************************************************** 
By: RRC Secretary Harry Hoffman W3VBY.  
 
The Friday evening April 8, 2022 RRC General Meeting was held in the Main Auditorium of the Ag Center in 
Leesport, Pa.      
  
1. Prior to 7:30 p.m. Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, was taking attendance and selling 50-50 tickets.    

                                 
2. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  In attendance were 29 
RRC members and 2 guests for a total of 31.     

   
3. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, led the group in the pledge to the American Flag. 
 
4. The microphone was passed around and RRC Members and guests introduced themselves.  The guests 
were: Mrs. Monica Jimenicz and Mrs. Lori Scheirer.     
 
5. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, presented a Pagoda Award to Jason Potter, K3WDF.             
Congratulations! 
        
6. Two of our RRC Members upgraded to General Class tonight at our VE Test Session. Congratulations       
to Troy Lantz, K3TKL, and Joe Morrissey, KZ3OWL.  
 
7.  Three candidate earned their Technician License at our VE Test Session tonight.  They were         
from New Tripoli, Orwigsburg, and Sinking Spring.  They were unable to stay for the RRC General Meeting.  
                                                                                                                                                            
8. The York Hamfest will be held on April 30, 2022. 
  
9. Who won the 50-50 Drawing ?  
 
10. Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, has the RRC Jackets tonight.  Please pick up yours at the end of the meeting.   
                                                                 
11. Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, spoke about the 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE READING RADIO CLUB 
AND AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE AFFILIATION. A Luncheon will be held at the Double Tree 
by Hilton on May 7, 2022 from 10:30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. The cost is $25 per person. The seating is limited to 
one hundred.  Checks should be made payable to the “READING RADIO CLUB”. The deadline for            
registration is Monday April 25, 2022.  Rich has registration forms and you can register tonight!  You can 
contact Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, at 610-929-8829 or W3WJC73@gmail.com for any questions.  
 
 

Meeting Highlights Continued On Next Page 

mailto:W3WJC73@gmail.com
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Meeting Highlights Continued From Last Page 

12. Our entertainment tonight was a talk by Peter Kobak, K0BAK, about “Parks On The Air”. Parks on the 
Air (POTA) was founded September 15. 2010, to encourage amateur-radio operators who enjoy the outdoors - 
but who may not be interested in or able to take long hikes or make steep climbs - to blend their interests by 
operating portable from municipal, county, state, provincial and national parks around the word. You should 
register for Parks on the Air. You can earn awards by making a minimum of five contacts on any amateur   
radio band using any mode. Peter gave some good examples of portable rigs. Contacts can be made over    
several visits to a park. For more information you can look up https//:parksontheair,com   Thank you for your 
introduction to a very interesting amateur-radio operational mode.   
    
13. Our next RRC BOD Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, May 10, 2022 by ZOOM starting at 7:30 
p.m.      
 
14. Our Next RRC General Meeting will be held on Friday May 13, 2022 at the Ag Center Main Auditorium 
starting at 7:30 p.m.    
                                                   
15.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m. for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments.     
 
 

Please note, there will be NO Beat Beethoven Race this year. 
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RRC  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR   (RRCMOTA) 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC (04.22.2022) 
 

 

Check into the RRC MEETING ON THE AIR on the Friday evenings that we do not have an in-person 
meeting.  The net, on 146.910 MHz, starts at 8:00 p.m. with the latest AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE    
REPORT from the West Coast. 
 

FYI:  AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE is the “Amateur Radio’s independent on the air news and bulletin  
service” and is not a service of the American Radio Relay League. 
 

We then have an exchange of information that may be of interest to the members of the Reading Radio 
Club as well as those that are not RRC members. 
 

The last part of the net is a roll call where we usually have 13 to 56 stations check-in and test their     
two-meter FM analog equipment.  The roll call is last, so that late comers are not missed. 
 

NOTE:  The Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System, (CTCSS) frequency is 131.8 Hertz (3B).  The 
CTCSS is often referred to as “PL” (Motorola’s trade name). 
 

The net has been in operation since Friday January 21, 1994, when we had thirteen check-ins during 
that first session, over 28 years ago. 
 

On Friday April 29, 2022, we had session number 1195.  Dave Wiley, K3MXS, was the Net Control. 
 

The next RRCMOTA will be on Friday May 6, 2022, starting at 8:00 p.m., on the Reading Radio Club’s 
146.910 MHz, W3BN analog repeater.  Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, will be the Net Control for session number 
1196. 
 

NOTE:  The next in-person RRC meeting is scheduled for Friday May 13, 2022, (Second Friday of the 
month), starting at 7:30 p.m., at the Berks County Agricultural Center, in Bern Township.  RRC members 
and non-members are invited to attend. 
 

Put the following address in your GPS device or GOOGLE MAPS: 
 

1238 County  Welfare  Road  Leesport  PA 
Please note:  County Welfare Road is closed just before the AG Center.  Please follow Detour 

signs on 183.   
 

BRING  YOUR  MASK JUST  IN  CASE  THEY  ARE  REQUIRED 

 
Stay tuned to the RRC 146.910 MHz, W3BN Repeater.   

The meeting location could be changed at the last minute,  
because of proposed construction at the Ag Center. 

 
 

Everyone, RRC Members and those that are not members, 
are invited to tune in and check into the, 

 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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READING  RADIO  CLUB  HAMFEST 

Saturday August 6, 2022 

 

Location:  Heritage Park,  Sinking  Spring,  Pennsylvania 

Off  routes  422 & 724  -  look for signs 

 

SINKING SPRING, PA  (Reading area)  - Reading Radio Club Hamfest 

Heritage Park, Sinking Spring, PA.  West on 422 at Rt. 724, after one mile left on Park Ave ( just past the Sunoco station on the 
right); Park Ave 0.3 miles to dead end, left onto Clematis St. 0.2 miles to the entrance to Heritage Park.   

Look for signs. 

 

GPS:  N 40 deg  19.320 min   W 076 deg  01.950 min 

         Closest home to Heritage Park entrance:  (992 Clematis Street, Sinking Spring, PA  19608) 

 

Website:  http://readingradioclub.org 

Sponsor:  Reading Radio Club, Inc. 

Type:  ARRL Sponsored Hamfest 

 

Talk-In:  146.91/.31   tone 131.8 

 

Opens:  8 a.m.,  Vendors  7 a.m.  (Ticket prizes awarded at intervals) 

 

COST:    $ 5 entrance fee    or   $ 8 tailgate fee for sellers  (per space)      

NO ENTRANCE FEE  for:  those taking license exams, Amateurs under 18 years of age, unlicensed spouses, and children under 18 
years old.  

 

Handicap Accessible Rest room facilities and refreshments  available inside Freight Station   

 

Test Bench with limited AC power and HF antenna provided near Freight Station 

 

ARRL VE License  Testing at 8:30 am   (inside Freight Station) 

Cost $ 15 for adults, $5.00 for Youth under 18 (we prefer check written to ARRL/VEC).  Exact cash payment is also acceptable.   

Please bring one form of ID.  (A copy of your license or CSCE is sufficient) You must provide an e-mail address and FRN number. 

 

Public Contact:  Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

104 Evans Ave, Sinking Spring Pa 19608 

Phone: 610-678-8976 

Email:  harryhoffmanjr@juno.com  
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 50  YEARS  AGO  IN  THE  RRC  -  APRIL  14,  1972 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, RRC Historian (04.23.2022) 
 

 

The officers serving the Reading Radio Club, Inc. in Apr. 1972 were: 
 
 President - Duane Redline, W3UQH  (Not a BOD member). 
 Vice President - Bob Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP  (Not a BOD member). 
 Secretary - Al Brailer, W3UQC,  (SK)  (A BOD member). 
 Treasurer - Charlie McCreary, K3DTD,  (SK)  (Not a BOD member). 
 
RRC Board Members serving the RRC in Apr. 1972 were: 
 
 Bill Ader, WA3GTR  (SK) Russ Frederick, W3CDS  (SK) 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC John Freeman, K3CBE 
 Gerry Baldauf, W3WX  (SK) Art Gantert, W3OLG  (SK) 
 Al Brailer, W3UQC  (SK) Bob Wagner, W3GII  (SK) 
 Frank Esseluhn, K3MGO  (SK) 
 
The Editor of the April 1972 READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN was William “Bill” Ader, 
WA3GTR, (SK). 
 
The following is, in a large part, the republishing of the “Highlights” of the APRIL 14, 
1972, monthly meeting taken from the May 1972 issue of the RRC BULLETIN, and writ-
ten by the RRC Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, (SK).  Other information has been added 
that has been taken from the RRC BULLETIN, personal notes, and meeting agendas. 
 
The Friday April 14, 1972, monthly meeting was a dinner meeting, held at the Lincoln 
Restaurant, located north of Reading, on Route 183.  NOTE:  The Lincoln Restaurant 
was demolished years ago, and a Commercial Driver’s License training center is now 
located at the former site of the restaurant.  A combination of RRC Members and their 
significant others attended, for a total of thirty-one.  The serving of the dinner salads 
started at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The dinner turned out to be an enjoyable affair with the ham and fried chicken topped 
off with a delightful discussion, and slides by Doctor David “Doc”  Hottenstein, W3DEJ, 
of his travels to Hawaii and the Mediterranean area of the world. 

 

The winner of the door prize was Norman Van Raay, WA3RTY.  The door prize was a 
brand-new issue of the 1972 ARRL HANDBOOK 

 

RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, introduced the following new RRC Members: 

 Wayne McIntosh, W4KNU – Relocated from Atlanta, Georgia 

 Edward Crossley, W3SMF – From Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 

 John Manegold, K3VTM – From Temple, Pennsylvania 
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RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, announced that we would have meetings in July and August 
1972.  However, the exact locations of the meetings have not been decided.  Duane, W3UQH, went on to 
announce that the May 12, 1972, and the June 9, 1972, meetings would be held at the UGI Flame Room. 

 

Duane, W3UQH, announced that a Transmitter Hunt is scheduled to be held on Sunday April 30, 1972.  
The hunt will start at 2:00 p.m. at the Fire Tower on Mt. Penn.  This is the first scheduled RRC         
Transmitter Hunt, of the 1972 season. 

 

Duane, W3UQH, said that the dinner meeting was a great success, and we should consider doing it 
again. 

 

There was an open discussion about the proposed amendments to the City of Reading Bill No. 49, that 
was enacted on November 10, 1971.  These amendments related to the details, as to what type of     
antennas and towers are allowed in the City of Reading.  There is a public meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday May 17, 1972, concerning these changes.  RRC Board Member, Art Gantert, W3OLG, has 
been deeply involved in the crafting of these amendments.  THANK YOU Art. 

 

RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, said that Field Day 1972, is coming on fast, and now is the time 
to put the plans in place for the June 24 and 25, 1972, ARRL exercise.  Duane had a few statistics about 
earlier RRC Field Days.  In 1969 we had a total of 1378 contacts, in 1971 we worked 1126 stations.  
Duane, W3UQH, believes that 1972 could be the best year ever, IF the equipment is staffed around the 
clock.  We need night-owl operators. 

 

John Freeman, K3CBE, Chairperson of the 1972 RRC Field Day exercise said that we would be back at 
the Mt. Penn site that we have used for the many years (1959, 1961, 1962, 1969, 1970, and 1971).  
The plan is to have stations on 80, 40, and 20 meters.  John, K3CBE, said he needs someone to captain 
a 6-meter station.  Mt. Penn is a great high VHF location, and 6 meters might be hot this year.  John, 
K3CBE, said there would be more details at the June 9, 1972, monthly RRC meeting. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, reminded the group of the Reading Radio Club’s commitment, on Sunday 
May 7, 1972, to the Reading Off-The-Road Motorcycle Club to supply safety communications at their   
enduro.  There is a need for more volunteers from the RRC. 

 

Duane, W3UQH, said that the June 10 and 11, 1972, ARRL QSO Party is an excellent operation tune up 
for the upcoming Field Day 1972 event. 

 

Bob Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP, called attention to his series of “TVI  NOTES” articles that are currently 
being published in the RRC BULLETIN.  The second of this series will be found on page 5 and 6 of the 
May 1972 issue of the RRC BULLETIN. 
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Ed Arts, WA3APN, read a ARRL Bulletin about the requirements to be a Volunteer Examiner (VE), for 
handicapped candidates going for an Advanced or Extra Class license,  The VE must be at least 21 years 
of age, and must hold an Amateur Radio license equal to or higher than the class for which the applicant 
is testing for. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, mentioned the 10-meter rag chew net that is presently being held on 
28.8000 MHz, starting at 7:30 p.m. local time. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, once again, mentioned the surplus furniture auction that will be held on   
Saturday May 13, 1972, at the Parachute Club Building #208, at the Reading Airport.  There are several 
items that will make good operating position desks and tables.  This is surplus furniture and equipment 
from the local Western Electric Company, that the RRC was the successful bidder, at an auction. 

 

Reading Radio Club President Duane Redline, W3UQH, adjourned the meeting, for a time of fellowship 
and a chance to get to know some of the new Reading Radio Club members. 
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Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

Got something for us to put in here?  Please email it to kc3pcs@gmail.com 

 

For Free-Must Remove.  

TV antenna tower located in Mt. Gretna. 

Must be removed at no cost by a   

certified, insured antenna person. 

See photos, it is close to houses.    

 

Call 610-914-2283. 

 FREE KLH DVD/CD player with special features: 

Frame stepping, Zoom (magnify scene), and go 

to a specified time from beginning.  I have  

manual and remote. 

 

     One minor glitch, when the disc drawer 

opens, turn off power via switch on panel,    

insert or remove disc, then turn power back 

on. Note: Drawer does not stay open.    

Contact  jaugustinen3aof@gmail.com or        

610 929-885  
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

KC3PCS@gmail.com with updates. 

 STATS  AS  OF MAY 1,  2022 

 

 Full Voting Members: 74 

 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 12 

 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 2 

 

 Total: 88 

1/4 of Full Voting Members 

required for a quorum.  (18) 

 

 Extra Class: 36 41 % 

 Advanced: 6 7 % 

 General: 25 28 % 

 Technician: 19 22 % 

 Novice: 0 0 % 

 No License:  2 2 % 
 

May not total 100% due to rounding. 

Data may not be up to date. 

Checked FCC for upgrades Sep. 4, 2021, 

by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC. 

 
 88 = Total RRC membership as of May 1, 2022 
 
 82  =  May  2021 97  =  May  2010 
 87  =  May  2020 99  =  May  2009 
 87  =  May  2019 101  =  May  2008 
 85  =  May  2018 112  =  May  2007 
 78  =  May  2017 113  =  May  2006 
 73  =  May  2016 119  =  May  2005 
 80  =  May  2015 118  =  May  2004 
 82  =  May  2014 124  =  May  2003 
 85  =  May  2013 124  =  May  2002 
 88  =  May  2012 123  =  May  2001 
 88  =  May  2011 120  =  May  2000 
   

There were 193 Members in 1978 

 40  RRC voting FULL members, are members of the ARRL (54%). 
 

 To be a “Local Amateur Radio Club” affiliate of the ARRL, 51% 
 of the voting members must be FULL or Associate members of 
 the ARRL.  Note: This is the club’s voting members, (Full Members). 
 Not necessarily the total membership. 

  
  

 ”Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 
 By RRC BOD action on November 10, 2020. 
  

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 
 By RRC BOD action on December 8, 2009. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC 
 By RRC BOD action on June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (04.15.2022) 
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PLEASE NOTE:   
May 4th, 2022— 9:30 AM   QCWA Breakfast—Berkshire Family Rest (1714 State Hill Rd) 

May 10th, 2022—7:30 PM — Board Meeting— ZOOM 
May 13th, 2022—7:30 PM — Club Meeting— AG CENTER (and streaming online) 
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 
May Birthdays:  John Freeman, K3CBE;  Tyler Scheirer, KC3LVS;  Ronald Adams, KC3FJY;  
Harry Hoffman Jr., W3VBY;  Robert Warner, KC3OWK;  Susan Zuber, KB3JQE;  
Mark Abramowicz, NT3V;  John Engle, AB3SR;  Michael Lubic, KC3QGU;   
John Augustine Jr, N3AOF;  Frank Lyter, KC3JQT;  Eric Wegman, K3OGL 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

3 4 
QCWA Break-

fast 9:30  

5 

Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

6 
MOTA (8 pm) 

7 

100 Yr Luncheon 

8 9 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

10 
Board Meeting - 

7:30 PM—Zoom 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

General Meeting 

7:30 PM Ag Center 

14 

15 16 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

17 

 

18 19 
 

20 
MOTA (8 pm) 

21 

 

22 23 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

24 25 26 
 

27 
MOTA (8 pm) 

29 

29 30 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

31   
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2022 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
May 1st, 2022 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 
 CIRCULATION:  Most RRC & Select Non RRC Members, Other Clubs 

  THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@gmail.com.   ** Please note that 

the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted for 
the RRC Bulletin. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Reading Radio Club is now using Ham Club Online to help manage 

the club.  The bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address.   

We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events.     

They use the latest encryption and are very secure.  Nobody’s information is public 

(other than what the FCC Records list). 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott (kc3pcs@arrl.net) or Joe P. (Club 

President) at JFP0250@comcast.net.   


