W3APL Club Status March 2012
The W3APL club has continued to grow, with 28 current paid members in the books; a couple of our new members have received licenses since joining, through the Laurel VEC program.  Equipment and antenna resources allow operation on most HF and VHF modes, including digital modes such as RTTY, JT65, and Packet.  The club recently upgraded its computer to a 3 GHz machine with 2 GB memory to support various software packages including Echolink, Ham Radio Deluxe (for remote operation), N1MM, and the digital modes.  Equipment lineup includes the Icom 746PRO, Elecraft KPA500 solid state auto-tune amplifier, Microkeyer II, Palstar high power tuner, and Heath SB-610 RF monitor scope.  Antennas include a 3 element Steppir at 50 feet, with Green Heron controller, and inverted vee for 160-80-40 at 190 feet, an inverted vee for 80 at 85 feet, and a Station master vertical for 2 meters at 180 feet.  Here’s the current operating desk as seen during a recent Boy Scout troop visit:
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The club has signed up for the ARRL’s Logbook of the World, and we currently show good progress towards both DXCC (DX Century Club – 100 countries worked) and WAS (Worked All States):
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Future activities include a possible demonstration of remote station operation using a laptop set up in one of the APL conference rooms.  Remote capability offers the ability to use CW, RTTY, or SSB and control Steppir antenna direction, as well as control the Icom transceiver. Here’s a screenshot of what remote operation looks like:
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This screenshot shows the Winkeyer remote server, which allows the user to send CW via keyboard. Also shown is IP Sound, which is used for rig audio, Ham Radio Deluxe (used for rig control), and a rotor control program, allowing us to remotely set Steppir antenna position.

The club continues to operate 6 beacon transmitters, on the following frequencies (MHz); these beacons are very much relied upon for propagation awareness by operators around the world:

28.296

50.064

144.296

432.317

903.056

1296.060

Opportunities to assist with a new QSL card design exist; one prototype card looks like this: 
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Also, a couple preliminary websites have been set up; urls are:

http://www.qsl.net/w3apl/    and    http://www.qrz.com/db/W3APL
Members are invited to assist with further site development.

Reminder – meetings are every other month, with the next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 9 at 11:30 in the club trailer, located near the APL softball field.
Finally, a neat photo of the APL “twin towers” taken by Gary. Smaller tower is actually our AB-577 military surplus mast, with the Steppir 3 element yagi on top.  The large tower is holding up both inverted vees, all of the beacon antennas, and the Station Master two meter antenna at about 180 feet.
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