Finding and Chasing
DX with FT8

New England HamXposition
August 2026

You have been using FT8 for a while. Larry Banks, W1DYJ
You are interested in increasing your DX Licensed: 1961 (KN1VEX)
totals and wonder what this Fox/Hound W1DY!J since 1966
and SuperFox stuff is all about. Chasing DX since 1998
Plus you want to be better at finding As of 3 August fiﬁfG;Om)
the DX! DXCC Conf: 301 / 160m: 96

DXCC Trident 200 PH:243 CW:250 DIG:276
| will review some FT8 and DX basics, 8D;< \fvh:;'e"gﬂ 1977
discuss FT8 DX modes like Fox/Hound ENIVUCC om oo 42 7 6me28
and SuperFox, and then some methods All Low Power, from a small
to find and track the DX you seek. suburban lot '
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Agenda
° Important FT8 Basics

* Review of some important FT8 stuff
* DX Code of Conduct & FT8

* FT8 DX Modes

* WSJT-X Normal, Fox/Hound, SuperFox,
* Clones: WSJT-X Improved, MSHYV, JTDX, WSJTZ

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Passive Methods / When Planning
* Active Methods / While Operating
* Confirming / Tracking

 Some Final Thoughts
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* Review of some important FT8 stuff
* DX Code of Conduct & FT8

* FT8 DX Modes
* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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Review of some important FT8 stuff

* A Weak Signal Weak Signal # QRP
semi-automated digital mode
riding on an USB RF signal
designed for brief “DX QSOs”

* | usually run 80w (I am a low power shack)

Typical S/N (BW = 2500 Hz.):

SSB +10 dB

cw +0—>-10dB [ - 15 dB good radio/ears]
FT8 - 21 dB (1 often see -24 dB)

WSPR -31dB

RTFM! - Read the Fine Manual
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Review of some important FT8 stuff

Time Accuracy

Not an issue
with
Linux or macOS

wind

uTC

165208
1652@8@
165208
165288
165208
165208
1652068

Band Activity

Message

PYZRIO EA3NE R-13
LUGEEG IZ3KVD 73
EC3A EA2DR R-11
CQ S53EOQ JIN65
N3AZ IK25YK JN45
DO1PH WSX0 -86
IK4LZH K4QAL 73
CO LEET Cuas

-1

Pl Bt ot

lock - Meinberg NTP

[ or GPS Dongle if no Internet]

Check your computer with: “time.is”
You should be within 1 sec — <0.2s is better.

RTFM! - Read the Fine Manual

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026
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Review of some important FT8 stuff

Hold TX Freq

165288 -5 8.2 1345 ~ LU9XEK KCS5ZBO EM12
16520@ -6 ©.3 1314 ~ OH3NXW N4NR -12
165280 -4 -9.8 1328 ~ EATUW NAMTS +82

(J cQ only Enable Tx

@ Hold Tx Freg '

Log QSO Stop

[ 7% evenys
= . @ SHaPE e Tx 2195 Hz o

DX Call

DX Grid v

21:16:15 ;Eam ﬂ"ﬂ ‘

2%516:00 _&5& ‘fr“-t

Halt Tx

DO NOT CALL on
top of someone!!!

Next

Now Pwr

“To avoid QRM from competmg callers, lt is best to answer a CQ
on a different frequency from that of the CQing station. The
same is true when you tail-end another QSO.

Choose a Tx frequency that appears to be not in use.”

RTFM! - Read the Fine Manual

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 6
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Review of some important FT8 stuff

SPLIT: FakE'It Moves the RF and Audio frequencies in
opposite directions, resulting in a
[ dcne P oLl cleaner transmitted signal. It keeps the

ST el .. Tx audio always in the range 1500 to
L PR 2000 Hz, where the audio pass band is
flat, and puts audio harmonics above
the audio pass band.

1 Test CAT Test PTT |

20M - audio @ 1120 Hz:

IMPORTANT 14074.00 + 620 Hz => RF@ 14074.62
. .. Harmonics of 1240, 1860 & 2480 Hz
Even if your audio is will be in audio passband
“PERFECT”
With Fake It:

14073.00 + 1.620=>RF@ 14074.62
Harmonics of 1620 Hz WILL NOT be in
audio passband

RTFM! - Read the Fine Manual

DX via FT8 - Aug 2026 Page 7 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks [\




Review of some important FT8 stuff

SPLIT: FakE'It ' . esin

" None {* USB " Data/Pkt - d . It keeps the

—Split Operation

" None " Rig * Fake It

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 8
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Review of some important FT8 stuff

Use Full Audio Bandwidth
with no DSP, Noise Reduction, etc.

The WSJT-X Algorithms assume a flat audio
response: ~200 = 3000 Hz.

Anything else can introduce phase
distortion that effects decoding.

RTFM! - Read the Fine Manual

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 9 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks




Review of some important FT8 stuff

CPU Audio & USB I/O

Most issues with your computer interface are
from not understanding how your audio and
USB interfaces work!

| am on Win11 Pro64
| accept ALL Windows updates
| never seem to have problems.....

| wait a bit before installing new versions of SW to allow virus checkers to update
| have renamed my USB ports
| have turn off ALL USB power management

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 10 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks



Agenda

- Important FT8 Basics

Review of some important FT8 stuff
* DX Code of Conduct & FT8

* FT8 DX Modes
* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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DX Code of Conduct and FT8

I will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.
| will only call if | can copy the DX station properly.
| will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call sign before calling.

| will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on the DX
frequency or in the QSX slot.

I will wait for the DX station to end a contact before | call.

I will always send my full call sign.

| will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. | will not call continuously.

| will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.

| will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.

| will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than mine.

When the DX operator calls me, | will not repeat my call sign unless | think he has copied it
incorrectly.

I will be thankful if and when | do make a contact.

| will respect my fellow hams and conduct myself so as to earn their respect.

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 12 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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DX Code of Conduct and FT8

* | will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.

* | will only call if | can copy the DX station properly.

| will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call sign before calling.

| will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on the DX
frequency or in the QSX slot.

| will wait for the DX station to end a contact before | call.

| will always send my full call sign.

| will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. | will not call continuously.

| will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.

| will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.

| will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than mine.

When the DX operator calls me, | will not repeat my call sign unless | think he has copied it
incorrectly.

| will be thankful if and when | do make a contact.

| will respect my fellow hams and conduct myself so as to earn their respect.
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DX Code of Conduct and FT8

* | will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.
* | will only call if | can copy the DX station properly.

* | see hams calling on the wrong time
slice

*| see hams calling when the DX is no
longer calling

* If you can’t decode the DX’s “CQ,”
how will you decode the DX’s “R-s/n?”

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 14 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks



DX Code of Conduct and FT8

| will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.
| will only call if | can copy the DX station properly.
| will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call sign before calling.

| will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on the DX
frequency or in the QSX (listening) slot.

| will wait for the DX station to end a contact before | call.

| will always send my full call sign.

| will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. | will not call continuously.
| will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.

| will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.

| will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than
mine.

When the DX operator calls me, | will not repeat my call sign unless | think he has copied it
incorrectly.

| will be thankful if and when | do make a contact.

| will respect my fellow hams and conduct myself so as to earn their respect.
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DX Code of Conduct and FT8

| will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.

| will only call if | can copy the DX station properly.

| will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call sign before calling.

| will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on the DX
frequency or in the QSX (listening) slot.

| will wait for the DX station to end a contact before | call.

| will always send my full call sign.

| will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. | will not call continuously.

| will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.

| will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.

| will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than mine.

When the DX operator calls me, | will not repeat my call sign unless | think he has copied it
incorrectly.

| will be thankful if and when | do make a contact.

*| will respect my fellow hams and conduct
myself so as to earn their respect.
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Agenda

* Important DXing Basics

- FT8 DX Modes

* WSJT-X Normal, Fox/Hound, SuperFox,
* Clones:
WSIT-X Improved, MSHYV, JTDX, WSJTZ

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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FT8 DX Mode — Normal

Normal Mode

Most “casual” DX
will use the
normal mode

@ WSIT-X - Wide Graph

@ Bars Bins/Pixel 4 | Start 200 Hz |2 Palette \djust...

@ waT-x w300 - m] X
File Configurations View Filters Mode Decode Save Tools Help
Band Activity Rx Frequency
UTC dB DT Freq Message UTC dB DT Freq Message
194536 -11 @.1 2593 ~ BD4XGP SM@EIR 1089 194515 -14 @.5 1983 ~ (Q M7LBT I092
194538 4 -8.2 588 ~ KABUTI KX9DX RR73
194536 -16 @.1 2563 ~ C(Q SVBDCY KM39
194538 -17 0.1 1648 ~ (Q IZ350F JN&S
194538 -1 -@8.4 2398 ~ M7LBT KCLIUVP FnN42
194538 -1 @.1 1753 ~ N3FMC WAMPT R-88
194538 -11 @.1 1848 ~ N2ZNRL N5KKG EM51
194538 -11 @.5 1222 ~ KD9TWA AASHH EM21
194538 -15 8.2 2979 ~ (Q POTA NOBX ENZ6
194538 -12 @.2 741 ~ () R6OP KN38
194536 -15 -8.2 1686 ~ WIBEP KF@MZU DM79
194538 -22 @.1 2777 ~ SP2EWQ VOICH RR73
194536 -14 8.1 2183 ~ CQ W/MWR CNBB
194538 -18 @.1 2436 ~ KI1TAP KDBKQL DM78
194536 -18 @.1 1968 ~ N4JRA DL1OBF R-24
194538 -22 @.8 1898 ~ VEBNS KABONW EN72
194538 -14 8.1 857 ~ UY7VV WI7U CN85
194538 -18 @.4 2555 ~ TAZAFA IKZ2ZJR IN45 ad
194538 -11 8.1 1489 ~ (0 KD3GC EMB3 al
194538 -14 @.1 1487 ~ W2HTS KMGUTC +88
194538 -15 8.1 971 ~ UY7VV KE7AGC CNBS
194536 -24 @.1 2378 ~ RBCGE ICBTEM 73
194538 -23 0.1 1694 ~ (0 WAPTY EMI13 agd
(Jcq only (JeP Log QS0 Stop Erase Decode Enable Tx Halt Tx Tune @ venus
— —
- | T even/1st @ Hold Tx Freg
28m P8 14 000 B [~ - Pur
- == Tx 2172 Hz 4 |> Generate S5td Msgs Next Now
Bkl bl L 5 o
H DX Call DX Grid v = el
ge m
FT8 Rx 1911 Hz 2 l\_, Tx 2
»
* e _Report -15 3. T 3
40 pr _ookup Add | gnor¢ (@ Auto Seg CQ: First ~ T
A
28
w Tx 5
, LB 2026 Apr 23 —
CQ W1DYJ FN42 T 6
72 dB JT65 19:45:52 ek e
Receiving MA5985G | 7/15  WD:3m
International
DX
Association

B Flatten [ | Ref Spec

Spec 25 % 3

DX via FT8 -- A
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FT8 DX Mode — Normal

Normal Mode .

Find an Empty SI

Not Empty

o

iy MRS T T = = = Frersa L B

Station calling CQ

Turn on
Hold TX Freq

u TONER, — -, o t ol =L k= "-s =
o e e - T " e T N34
e i “aE = = 3] - o e wt

Monitor Erase Decode

i e R E =i = Y

[« even/lst ﬂ Hold Tx Freq |:’

| 1638 _Hr %

3 Iy IEEr-val. & -

Settings >> General >>

Tx watchdog: 3 minutes = TX Watchdog
|
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Agenda

* Important DXing Basics

- FT8 DX Modes

* WSJT-X Normal, Fox/Hound, SuperFox,
* Clones:
WSIT-X Improved, MSHYV, JTDX, WSJTZ

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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FT8 DX Mode — Fox/Hound 1 will deal with

*Many DXpeditions will use F/H CLONES later
*The original concurrent-TX-stream mode

FILE >> Settings [F2] >> Advanced >> Special Operating Activity >>Hound

Up to 5 concurrent streams, but often 2 or 3

Sound is quite harsh

Note that F/H splits the DX’s transmit power among
streams and is therefore not as good as normal FT8

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 21




FT8 DX Mode — Fox/Hound 1 will deal with

CLONES later

* Intended for RARE DXpeditions
 Not used in conventional FT8 sub-bands

7 -0.3 599 »
4 0.2 661 ~

CUIEQ RR73; FSMYM <VKSLAA» -@1 VKILAA is confirming
MMBSIH RRTE: EASHH <VEGLAA> +88 those two hams and is

B 8.0 1861 ~ calling two more

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 22 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks [\




FT8 DX Mode — Fox/Hound

* Fox / Hound Rules

Use SPLIT operation — either RIG or FAKE IT
FOX (DX) transmits up to 5 streams between 300 & 900 Hz.

FOX will always be on “TX even/15"” time slot

HOUND (you) call between 1000 & 4000 Hz.

IF called by FOX, your F;, will move to that FOX frequency

IF another response needed, your F, will move * 300 Hz.

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 23 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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FT8 DX Mode — Fox/Hound

First: Read The Fine Manual

HELP >> on¥o*
ﬁ%(‘)"\-‘?‘eﬂ G“‘de g . peé‘“onﬁ\\: o
eg ® ° usﬁf /W‘G' e DY s W‘Sﬁ'
FT8 DXpedition Mode User Guide | v " oot
09973\\“. “‘S“U’ ﬁi (“r. S

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 24 Y) ~ Larry Banks Noeea



Agenda

* Important DXing Basics

- FT8 DX Modes

e WSJT-X Normal, Fox/Hound, SuperFox,
* Clones:
WSIT-X Improved, MSHYV, JTDX, WSJTZ

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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FT8 DX Mode — SuperFox

Developed to solve the F/H power output issue
A full power constant envelope

750 Hz. Pilot Tone Signal: 750-2262 Hz.

° WSIT-X - Wide Graph l
B controls 500 1000 l 00 2000 2500 301
| | " A L —— R S - . I'_I I, [ | ! —— —
2 = ‘LE--‘” E gl - i_—._-_!_,;_::_-__;_-r. _"~;+.-" ',v-',.-=:'i3j' = - _ : ‘_:J ]

@:54:45 = Fam

Palette Adjust... . .

Up to NINE streams: Upto4“CQs Remainder: replies
FILE >> Settings >> [F2] Advanced >> Special Operating Activity

>> Hound + SuperFox Mode

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 26 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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FT8 DX Mode — SuperFox

You will hear DX on “even/15t” time slots and normal FT8 on odd

To decode, set F;, on 750 Hz. pilot tone

° WSIT-X - Wide Graph
B controls 500
e

[y}
5

Bins/Pixel 4 s start 288 Hz |& Palette Adjust... Flatten [ ] Ref spec . . spec 25 % &

* You MUST decode the DX ONCE before you can transmit
* You can transmit on any frequency within the bandwidth

Pick a slot that is empty!
* Your F;, does not shift

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 27 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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FT8 DX Mode — SuperFox

*SuperFox is about 3-4 dB worse than single-stream FT8
*SuperFox cannot be Robotic!

WSITY Whida (Gr=armh

B controls 500 1000 1500

| | I—L!— | | | | l-"'"-.

Bins/Pixel 4 s start 288 Hz |& Palette Adjust... Flatten [ ] Ref spec . . spec 25 % &

SuperFox also has an “anti-pirate” feature using a
one-time password (OTP) for verification.

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 28 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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FT8 DX Mode — SuperFox

First: Read The Fine Manual

HELP >>
SuperFox User Guide

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 29 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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Agenda

* Important DXing Basics

- FT8 DX Modes

* WSJT-X Normal, Fox/Hound, SuperFox,
* Clones:
WSJT-X Improved, MSHYV, JTDX, WSITZ

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Some Final Thoughts
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FT8 DX Mode — Clones
WSIT-X ImprOVEd | have not used this

e “Sand-box” for future release
with additional features

 Uwe Risse, DG2YCB — part of WSJT-X team

* Frequent updates, faster bug fixes,
latest HamLib
* Three versions
e Standard GUI
* Wide screen version
* Small screen version

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 31 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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FT8 DX Mode — Clones
MSHV You have no choice to use it

The multi-stream clone you will see most often

Will be in normal frequency watering holes > QRM?
Does not require you to be a Hound

Can be robotic!!! [FCCillegal]

JTDX | know nothing about this

Claims: superior decoding, optimized for DX
Claims: Improved beyond WSJT-X Improved

WSJT'Z | know nothing about this

Auto CQ / Auto Response [FCCillegal]
Other changes and “improvements”

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026 Page 32 W1DYJ ~ Larry Banks
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Agenda

-Important DXing Basics

 FT8 DX Modes

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Passive Methods / When Planning
* Active Methods / While Operating

* Confirming / Tracking

* Some Final Thoughts

Lots of stuff out
there -- this is
what | use
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Passive Methods / When Planning

Web Sites

NG3X DXpeditions

Announced DX Operations: 2026

ING3K Home||ADXO||Contest|| DXCC)|CIS-Pfx

[About ADXOQ] [ADXO Text Version] [Abbreviations]
Submit a Dxpedition]
iCal DXCAL: https:liwww.danplanet.com/dxcal.ics (Tnx to KK7DS)

Active/Upcoming |  Expred | Previous Years
Expired Contest and Special Operafions (1996+)

Last updated: Friday, 15-May-2026 10:19:23 EDT
[Currently Active Operations]
[Spots provided courtesy of DX Watch]

DX World

2. AWORLD:e:

Powered by [DX)ENGINEERING

HOME DXNEWS v 2026 SUPPORTER 10TA EBULLETINS LANDOFQSLs ADVERTISING DXRE\:ORDI\ICSI

Simply the best

IN RF WE T

B
rowaves
Y

Www.rowaves.com

P -

Start | End DXCC QSL  |Reported
Date | Date H Entity | ol H via by H into
February
2026 || 2026 Minami JD1 JASCJY OPDX || By JGB8NQJ as JGBNQJ/JD1 fm IOTA OC-073 (QL64xg); 17 15 12m; mainly
Feb26 |May15|| Torishima [spots] 20260210 || CW, some FT8; 50w; spare time operation; exact end date uncertain
March

2026 || 2026 HD8R TDDX .
Mar25 | May21 Galapagos s MOOXO 20260327 || BY LUSDX; HF; QRV for CQ WPX SSB
2026 || 2026 Western S09S LoTW TDDX || By SO1A SO1AH fm Tifariti, Sahrawi Republic; HF; SSB CW EME QO-100+
Mar26 |(May31 Sahara [spots] 20260327 || digital, 100w; QRV for CQ WPX SSB and CW, QSL via Club Log OQRS

April
2026 || 2026 " OPDX
Apri6 |May22 | Rodrigues | Eéﬁ VU3OPT || ,220X || By VU3OPT; 20 15 10m; CW; 400w
2026
Apri9 VDA

I8 2026 || 2026 Tonga A31AA | | oTw IDDX ||By JH3
2006 May1 4 May22 [spots] 20250325 || QSL viz

2026 | 2026 Wales MW LoTW OPDX |(By HB
May17 || May19 20250415 ||HB9E
[ T | | | |

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026

Last update: May 13, 2028

2. {WORLD:-
FEATURED DXPEDITIONS TIMELINE

0OX3LX |

| 3B9IDX

V4/EISBKN & VA/EITBR

‘ TFAWESG |

FOI/FSBCW

1234567 8 9101112131415161718192021222324252627282930 31

Edited by MMONDX

OX/TF10L

MAY (€9 1KBLOV Max Laconca

Page 34
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Passive Methods / When Planning

Weekly email \

a0
& 2 A\

ARRL DX News

‘(\_Q>
%
©,

F,,D a I3 4
" 25 Ay

®

— ||||l—‘ %
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Passive Methods / When Planning

Weekly email

ARRL DX News

425 DX News

E3 T 5 =
. Fay G{ iy o = =~
T A ¥ 4
February ‘E’flgg by 5‘!&;*%% 3&0& W op e Ay
2026 || 2026 : i Irg, S8y, e, Mgy Hop e
Feb26 | May15 5 Bpo By Tee, dgn 7ok

Mar|
2026

= 1 combine these four sources into one

Ap|

2026
Apri6

4 email to myself where | highlight the | -
“' stations | want to “chase.”

EXERd
o

T
?\dg\f\. wf‘\\“
aﬂf““\

%
¥ “—Q>
2%

iR %

INDEXA
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Agenda

-Important DXing Basics

 FT8 DX Modes

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Passive Methods / When Planning
* Active Methods / While Operating
* Confirming / Tracking

* Some Final Thoughts
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

WSJT-X Alerts | don’t use these = JTAlert

General Radio Audio Tx Macros Reporting Frequencies Colors Adv]

6.9. Audible Alerts becods ignligntling

@ ¥y Call in

[fizunset]

WSJT-X can be configured to issue audible alerts when messages with speci

Continent on Bani
f-e b2 one fO CQ Zone [f/g uns
[ [R5 ] New €Q Zone on Band
[l New ITU Zone [f/g un
; Audible Alerts nthe Au [
thy omputer.
I_|_ N_ew D}(CC pn_ BE\HE :[f!g_ un_set]v
desired boxes on the Alerts menu and click the button Enable Audio Alerts] |LIlesieradieia inses]
[_] New Grid on Band [f/g unset] :
—— Filters Mode Decode Sawve Tools Help
Reset Highlighting to Default 1
@ settings () Highlight by Mode ‘ Hide stations
[ ()
General Radio Audio Tx Macros Reporting Frequencies Colors Adva E Hide stations F I I t e rS
Hide stations
Use of alerts requires a comnuter with arress tn at least two audio output devices. E
New___ i lenore stgtions wWorked pefore on band
= . = 10.4. Wait Features
[J New Continent co ntinent [CJ Mew Continent on Band 4 oday
) Mew DXCC DXC C (] Mew DXCC on Band Th dWore List
. . the o ral
|_J New CQ Zone |_J New CQ Zone on Band |
CQ eng autlt,:,rqy 1
] New ITU Zone [ New ITU Zone on Band ocd Litio!
e = tory 2
|| New Grid Zone || New Grid on Band
. Additional features t o Fj" 3
= My Call G rl d 8 Map Grid logator to U.S, State | | Erase decodes after band change 8 Altenate Erasq
- I I B Show U.5. States in messages with grid || Set Rx frequency to Tx frequency after QS0 Iﬂ Enable Wait fey t 0 r'j" 4
L) €Qin message MY Ca Enabie Ao Ao [ Clear DX Call after Q50 [ Clear DX Grid after QS0 " Less hutton cof
) o Call or DX Grid in CQ | | Show distance in messages with grid [ | Show azimuth in messages with grid B Mign DXCC/did
] Message received
Wait and Reply
If a callsign is present in the DX Call field, Wait and Reply will attempt to continue
s ~ war=) ar= X ol oyl oo = = = Tatall i NS = Iv=Yal

(D QVERIEES
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

DX Clusters 1don’t use these by themselves

Real Time versions of those web sites and emails

A DX cluster is a network of computers, each running a software package dedicated to
gathering, and disseminating, information on amateur radio DX (long-distance contact)
activities. The computers comprising the network are called nodes, the network itself

being termed a cluster of nodes. The nodes may be connected either via radio links or
through the internet. Internet nodes generally connect using the telnet protocol. The

system acts as an aggregator of information, accepting input from various
sources, then making that data available to any user who is connected to the network.

[Wikipedia]
XS . | The various DX Clusters
ummit |,y pave essentially

VE7CC the same info
DXHeat
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Active Methods / While Operating

DX Clusters

| don’t use these by themselves

Real Tin

A DX cluster is a netwq
gathering, and dissem
activities. The comput
being termed a cluster
through the internet. In

system acts as an d

sources, then making
[Wikipedia]

DXSummit
VE7CC
DXHeat

# Spotter
LUSXJIR-@
JRG6RRD
WwW1L
EATDP
1USMNKW

EASPB
EA4AWE
PY1EF
ND4X

ON4EC

Ml Freq.

210751
10140.0
50313.0
14017.0

7040.0

18100.0

7085.0
14240.0
50313.0

3736.0

% DX
DJSMH

TA1APU
XE2KK
HG333DEB
1Q8DO

JYACI
AOARKB
DM3MM
N1IMRE

PA/ORSR

 Time

19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May

19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May
19:51 19 May

19:51 19 May

| Info

FT8

FT4 CQ

FT8 -11 dB 1344Hz 1st
cw

RTTY Umberto Nobile
Centenary

FT&
25th ACRACE SSB
tks alex

FT8 EM57 W KY <—>
FN44 ME

DXpedition to Ameland,

(4 Country

Fed. Rep. of Germany

| do use my
logger’s
DXCluster
features

MNetherands

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026

Page 40

W1DYIJ ~ Larry Banks

INDEXA



Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

DXMAPS 4.2 - OSOKSWL real ti

me information @ @

[Map| List | Graph | chat|

|'Eumpe"’Africa.|.I'~i.America"’S.America‘l’E.l'OceBnia]'World] | vGray line

v | Modes/Props  ~| |

+ | Select options

= Click on the map for info.of that location
| 4 | Right-click for more options
. : e

Canada

© WWW.DXMAPS.COM - QSO/SWL 16:25z-16:29z
Qu

SFI=132 SF, 25 SWX=Quiet AUR=13 GW

L fsland = o

Suomi

Moscow
Mockea

1y
United King

-'ui.llig'h L73CE

Greece

Tiirkiye

Syrll

Israel M

KM

DX Maps

6m
2 June 2026
1630 UTC

México Cuba
Cludad e México™ T ~ Mauritania :
Mali Niger
CK DK ‘ Guatemala FK GK HK Sénégal - Chad
Burking Faso
L o
CH DH EH t | HH IH | Zamggg[‘cb _
Bolivia Leafie 1oTiler © OpenStreetiiap contributon
Aurora Back-Scatter EME [Sporadic-E Multihop Sp-E FAI
MS TEP Tropo ||F2 Aircraft Scat. Unknown

(D QVERIEES
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

DX Maps

Eu rnpexla.ﬂxfri ::ETH .America

I o

m;n Ptk | = Eat |ﬁrw-|+-u".n
/

St Jjohn's
Québec

/
R \r\ru

erre

Baoise

|Fw|ﬁ| Graph\lfﬂ] | Europe\lfAﬁ'ica\lfN .America\lfs Am erica\lfm\lf Ocean ia\lf World]

DXVIAPS 4.2 - USOISWL real ime |

mormaton & @ |

| vGray line w | Select options

SanFrancisco

MAP

LIST of selected band

[ =450 MHz| All bands| Satellite[FM D

SWX=Quiet AUR=31GW

(54MHz) FMOBBED<ES=EM13
(50MHz) EM20ab<=FN13 FT8 -18
(35MHz) EM130b<>EM35 FTE-08

(530H
= (50MHz)
T

EM27va=>EL9E FT& -09
EMO0xr==FN31 FT3 -09

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026

W1DY] ~
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0:26-05-19 20:29 W4IMD (EM34AE)  50.3130FT8 H :
026-05-19 20:29 WAIMD (EM34AB)  50.313.0 FTe Nl iy s peraan B g PP T i g —y N
026-05-19 2029 WAIMD (ETI34AE) 50,3130 FT8 N "Mapl Llst!'Graph|Chat\| |Europe|Afnca|N.Amer|ca|5.Amer|ca| AS|a| Ocean|a|W0rId| | v Gray line . v|‘?el
Chihuahua 026-05-19 20:29 KANC (EMI5QF)  50.313.0FTS AN | |F- HF | VHF & up | |28 MHz|40 MHz|50 MHz |70 MHz| 144 MHz| 222 MHz| 432 MHz | >450 MHz| All bands | sa
0:26-05-19 20:29 K4NC (EM35CQF) S0.313.0FTE K
026-05-19 20:29 K4NC (EMZ50F)  50.313.0 FTE N - - y " - - — - —
DL 026.05.19 20-28 WOOP (EM19WF) 50,3130 FT8 N . 50.000 025 050 o075 50.100 125 150 175 50.200 225 250 275 50300 =5 350 375 50.400 42
026-05-19 20:28 NXOR (EMOSIV) 503130 FTE N 20:30z
Mazatlan México 026-05-19 20:28 NXOR (EMOSIV) S50.3130FT8N
026-05-19 20:28 NXOR (EMOSIV) S0.313.0FTE K
| g 026-05-19 20:28 NXOR (EMOSIV) S50.3130FT8 A
~ Ciudad de México 026-05-19 20:28 KCINDU (FN21HL) 50.3154FT8 N
026-05-19 20:28 KBESYNH (EM40JG) 50.314.1 FT8 K.
Acapuico 0:26-05-19 20:28 WQOP (EM19WF)  50.313.5FT8 K 20:25z1
CK DK 026-05-19 20:28 WBSHJY (EM20HE) 50.313.5FT8 K§
- : 026-05-19 20:28 ABSCC (EM14TB) 50.314.8 FT5 K
0:26-05-19 20:23 NEDIE"IG {EM40UN) 50.3141 FT8 K
Maracaibo nl‘l{ KETQ[RN]
20:20z FAGEOX,
Panama
Ven: [DEEAEY
: » Medellin =
CJ DJ EJ ) e
Aurora Back-Scatter EME ||Spomdic—£ Multih
MS TEP Tropo [F2 Aircraffeeat




Finding & Tracking the DX DX Maps
Active Methods / While Operating

Site Personal Radio Software DXmaps DXnews - . BB [25] ;ﬂf*? Fa = Translate WiDYl

Chasing a
DXMAPS 4.2 - QSO/SWL real time information ¢ @ - o
|E|E|Gmph|?ﬂt| |’Eumpe\l’m]'N.America\[5.Arnerica‘[E"’Oceania"’World] [\/Gray line v]‘ Select options vIMDdeS v} [ ]’1 DX e d I t I o n
[LF-HF[ viFaup| [2200m|630 m[160 m|80 m[60 m[40 m|30 m|20 m|17 m|15 m[12 m |10 m|All bands|Ticker|
-DXT G

“0 " Click on the map for info.of that location
+ | Right-click for more options X=Quiet AUR=17 GW
— T ~ ¥ K 1 —
—~ T — / {
!
/ Kalaallit Nunaal
{ ’
) 251 ca RC Ag sz 8d = ra : \ @ o Ko Lo M2 Ne 1 m
f | i
! )
. B | - |18 may 2026
5 Russia
B KL3TX 2 . ]
oo Do B0 3 FQ Lo iT's NG 2343 U I C
; ! - g RORA
JuAdIEY S F T '
) S BE2EFX = - o — a | /. Mengo
JAZRIP = WIDYJ EAZRCU SETH
ITMCZ " IMOLZK
rEET Chin
EAZDF4 : 1
V458
THGD)
5241/.] . |
~ i T3 1 TTT
T EVIME
o FURATUX T —
= a c 5
| VHGOP o

it LUSYF

B Central Kiribati

Qc RC AC BC

International
DX
Association

Leafiet | € MapTiler © CpenStreetMap contributor
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Finding & Tracking the DX DX Maps
Active Methods / While Operating

‘ Hover on Call ‘

Path

: T3TTTT (Al47) last reported by N2HOI
Inea © Y Al 2331z on 151000 MHZ FTE

Information
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Finding & Tracking the DX DX Maps
Active Methods / While Operating

I Popup I

i

|M-ap'Listhmph|ChMumpe|Africa|N.America|S.hmerica i

‘ Click on Call

Oceania | World| | /Gray line

m[30 m[20 m[17 m|15 m[12 m|10 m]

[LF-HF | viFaup| [2200m|630 m|160 m|80 m|60 V.

5 Clicked on GD48UO 74E€

wy
| ik | 10,627 km away from FN42KL

1:032 / S5 19:312) ke

T31TTT (Al47) last reported by N2HOI

pinea M2z on 15 100.0 MHZ FTE
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Finding & Tracking the DX DX Maps
Active Methods / While Operating

PT2FHC (GHs4caG)

‘ Recent Spots

QSL info:

| About me | Details | Map | spots | Log | Statistics | Propagation to PT2FHC|
Latest Q50/SWL reported online in the last 6 months
Date & time _____[Spotter | QRGModeDX | kmlProp/Comments ________[SFI}A [KIEEMUH
2026-05-15 23:50:10ET2FHC (GHE4CG)14.021CW  TISIN (EJT9XW) 4904 CW 4 dB 32 WPM CQ 105132 -
2026-05-158 23:48:12PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 3.575FT8 PUSIKE (GGS3NG) 1181 GHE4cg=>GG53 FT8-13 105132 -
2026-05-15 23:47:57PT2FHC (GH64CG)10.139FT8 OKAVAW (JOTOFB) 9495 GHE4cg==JOT0 FTS -20 105132 -

2026-05-18 23:43:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG)26.07T6FTE  KJOI (DMTSKP) B8545TEP GHE4cg<=DM79 FT8 -06 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:43:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG)26.07T6FTE  KJOI (DM7TIKP) B545TEP GHE4cg<=DM79 FT8 -06 105132 -

2026-05-18 23:39:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.075FT8  WSJCC (EM22) i GHE4cg<-EM22 FT8 -16 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:36:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.07T5FT8 LUZJE (GFOSXO) 2027 GHE4cg=<=GF08 FT& -06 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:36:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T.O0T6FTE LWEEQG (FF95XC) 2455 GHE4cg<=FF95 FT8 -13 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:35:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 LUSFPJ (FFSTPC) 2309 GHE4cg<=FF97 FTS-06 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:35:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.0T4FTE AIMUC (FM1SEC) BE3T GHE4cg==FM19 FT&-20 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:33:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T7.075FTE LU1XPR (FDSSUE) 4683 GHE4cg<=FD55 FT8-18 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:33:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T.OTTFTE CXIZSA (GF18A0) 2023 GHE4cg=<=GF18 FT& +01 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:32:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.075FTE VESJMC (FNESXG) 7026 GHE4cg<=FNG5 FT8-15 105132 -
2026-05-18 23:27:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 CX8FB (GFOEUU) 2205 GHE4cg<=GF06 FT8 -11 105132 -

25 &-19 105132-
T8 -13 105132 -
T8 -20 105132 -
TS -14 105132 -
FT5-03 105132 -
T8 -09 105132 -
T8 -21 105132 -

Essentially a cluster
for just that call et s

T8 -15 105132 -

8-21 105132 -
2026-05-18 22:53:00PT2FHC (GHB64CG) 7.075FTE LUBUBM (FFE4DH) 2723 GHE4cg=<=FF84 FT8-12 105132 -
2026-05-18 22:51:00 PT2FHC (GHE64CG)18.102FT8 EA2RCU (INS3MD) 7979 GHE4cg=<=IN83 FT&-11 105132 -
DPT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 WP4TWS (FKES) 4346F2 GHG4cg<=FKGS FT5-18 105132 -
0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FTS8 WP4TWS (FKES) 4346F2 GHE4cg<=FKGE FTE-18 105132 -
0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.007CW PPSWX (GGS2ZRF) 1340 CW35dB 27 WPM CQ 105132 -
0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.0T6FTE PPSAX (GGS3INR) "7 GHE4cg<-GG53 FT8 -02 105132 -
0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 KO4DKI (EMSSHP)  7162TEP GHE4cg<=EMSS5 FT8 -186 105132 -
0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 KO4DKI (EMSSHP)  7162TEP GHE4cg<=EMSS5 FT8-18 105132 -
{00PT2FHC (GHE4CG)18.078CW  NP4L !FKSS\."G] 4&83 CWW 8 dE 26 WPM CQ 10512 -
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Finding & Tracking the DX DX Maps
Active Methods / While Operating

PT2FHC (GHs4caG)

| Calculate HF Propagation

|' About me | Details | Map | Spots | Log | Statistics | Propagation to i t '{4 I V/4 nslate  WiDYJ
Latest QSOJ/SWL reported onl the last 6 months o Ca
Date & time Spotter | GRGModeDX | kmlProp)Comments
2026-05-15 2: OPT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.021CW  TISIN (EJTSXW) 4904 CW 4 dB 32 WPM CQ

g

2026-05-18 23:48:12PT2FHC (GHG4CG) 3.575FT8 PUSIKE (GG53NQ) 1181 GH64cg<=GG53 FT8 -1 Callsign or locator of the DX Station:  [PT2FHC | [Short Pathw || Calculate |
2026-05-18 23:47:57 PT2FHC (GHB4CG)10.139FT8 OKIVAW (JOTOFB) 9495 GHB4cg=<=JOT0 FT& -2

2026-05-15 23:43-00FT2FHC (GHB4CE)28.076FT3  KJOI (DM79KP) 8545TEP GH64cg<=DM79 FT8 -0)
2026-05-18 23:43:00FT2FHC (GHB4CE)28.076FT8  KJOI (DM79KE) 8545TEP GH64dcg<-DMT8 FT8 -of [z
2026.05-1 23:39:00FT2FHC (GHB4CG) 14.075FT8 WSICC (EM22) 7341  GHedog=-EM22 FT5-1§ |2¢
2026.05-18 23:36:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 LUZJE (GFOSXO) 2027  GHedcg=-GFOS FT8 -0 . e .
2026-05-13 23:36:00 PT2FHC (GHBACG) 7.076FT3 LWGEQG (FF95XC) 2455  GHE4cg<-FF95 FT5 13 Voice of America Coverage AnaIySIS Program

2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 LUSFPJ (FFS7TPC) 2309 GHE4cg<-FF97 FTS -0

2026-05-18 23:35:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.0T4FTE AIMUC (FM1SEC) BE3T GHE4cg<>FM19 FT& -
2026-05-18 23:33:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T7.075FTE LU1XPR (FDSSUE) 4683 GHE4cg<-FD55 FT8 -1 2
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T.OTTFTS CX2SA(GF18A0) 2023 GHE4cg=<-GF18 FT8
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.075FT8 VESJMC (FMNESXG) 7026 GHEB4cg<-FNG5 FT3 -1
2026-05-18 23:27:00PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 CX8FB (GFOEUU) 2205 GHE4cg==GF06 FT& -19 (21 l-

UTC

2026-05-18 23:25:00 PT2FHC (GHB4CG) T7.0T6FTE EAZEMO (INS10T) 8006 GHE4cg=-IN91 FT5 -19|
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 LUTMFE (FFST) 2631 GHB4cg<=FF57 FT3 13 | M
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)18.100FTé DKOBO (JOI1NK) 9155 GHB4cg<=J031 FT8 -2
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.075FT8 PD1HPE (JO22JP) 9113 GHE4cg<=J022 FT8 -14
2026-05-18 23:12:00PT2FHC (GHB4CGE)21.076FTS WS4ASE (FMOSXE) 6760 GHE4cg=<~FMO8 FT& -0
2026-05-18 2 OPT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.077FTS KJSHEU (EM40AN) 6983 GHE4cg<-EM40 FTS -0
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.075FT8 YVSOIE (FKE0QL) 3575 GHE4cg<-FKB0 FT38 -2
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)18.101FT8 W7LOR (DM33UP} 8755 GHE4cg<-DM33 FT5 -1 |14
2026-05-18 Z 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)14.077FT8 SH20RCK (KMNOOPM) 9461 GHE4cg<-KN00 FT3 -2
2026-05-18 2. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.075FT8 N4GPR (ELSGCL) 5958 TEP GHG4cg<-EL96 FT8 -1
2026-05-18 Z. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.075FT8 N4GPR (ELS6CL) 5958 TEP GHG4cg<-EL96 FT8 -1
2026-05-18 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)18.101FTé BG4000 (PMOS) 17544 GHE4cg<-PMO05 FT8 -2
2026-05-18 2. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.075FT8 LUSUBM (FFE4DH) 2723 GHE4cg<-FF84 FT5 -13
2026-05-18 2. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)18.102FT8 EA2ZRCU (INE3MD) 7979 GHE4cg=<=IN83 FT5 -11
2026-05-18 2. DPT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 WP4TWS (FKES) 4346F2 GHG4cg<=FKES FT5 -1
2026-05-15 2 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FTS8 WP4TWS (FKES) 4346F2 GHE4cg==FKES FTE -19 |7
2026-05-18 Z 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.007CW PPSWX (GGS2ZRF) 1340 CW 35 dB 27 WPM CQ
2026-05-18 2. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG) 7.0T6FTE PPSAX (GGS3INR) "7 GHE4cg=<-GG53 FT5 -0] |5

Propagat ion
2026-05-18 2. 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 KO4DKI (EMSSHP)  7162TEP GHE4cg<=EMSS5 FTS -1
2026-05-18 Z 0PT2FHC (GHB4CG)28.076FT8 KO4DKI (EMS5MP)  7162TEP GH64cg<-EMS5 FT8 -14 (39

(] (]
2026-05-18 22:34:00 PT2FHC (GHE4CG)18.078CW  NP4L !FKSS\."G] 4&83 CWW 8 dE 26 WPM CQ P re d I Ct I o n
E——
utc o0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 13 14

path from WiDYJ (FN42KL) to PT2FHC (GHE4CG

values by color: 0-6 [6=42 - 13—24- 30-36 ss—azm--

10

ACAP . DXMAPS . COM

SNR
VOACAP = Voice of America Coverage Analysis Program
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

Your Logger’s DX Tools

| use ACLog from N3FJP
| assume ALL loggers have these tools

(]
File Edit Settings Clear CallBock List Search Awards elogs Recall Met View Help
Recent Contacts
Rec# Date 78 Time Mode P... Frequency Bnd Call sSnt Rec off Country 5T Grid S R... Comments
68986 572472026 @1:11 FT8 88 18.101 17 EX7CQ =13 -14 e1:12 Kyrgyzstan MN72gu L Q:PP -- Yu
68984 5/22/2026 @8:51 FT8 88 16.146 38 3GBZ -18 -16 88:52 Juan Ferna... FF@6 L Q:MOURX --
68983 5/21/2026 20:82 FT8 8e 58.315 6 WA4Q +82 +14 20:03 UsA KY EM57 L It Q:dn -- HA
68982 5/19/2826 18:46 FT8 8a 58.315 6 K55HWS +@5 -a9 18:48 UsA TX EL28 L L Q:L -- SHS
68981 5/19/2826 18:42 FT8 e 58.314 6 WSDM -86 -18 18:43 UsA AR EM26 L L Q:dn -- DE
BB988 5/17/2026 ©1:09 FT8 8@ 7.875 48 PEINP5 -13 =T 91:10 Netherlands Jozz2 L I Q:dn -- Lu
68979 5/17/2026 @1:085 FT8 88 7.875 48 I62ZNS -a7 -14 @1:08 Republic o... KN@2 L Q:CL -- Na
GB9T78 5/17/2026 @8:32 FT8 88 18.137 38 KEBES] -18 -a2 8a:33 UsA 0OH EM79up L L Q:dn -- Ma
68977 5/17/2026 ©8:31 FT8 88 18.137 38 2E@BTX -a7 -16 8a:32 England I083qm L Q:dn -- Pe
6B976 5/17/2026 ©8:30 FT8 88 18.137 38 URSQW =12 -16 8a:31 Ukraine KN59rb L L Q:dn -- Vo
68975 5/17/2826 @8:28 FT8 88 18.137 38 OMeRX -86 -9 @a:29 Slovak Rep... JINBE L L Q:dn -- 01
68974 5/17/2026 ©8:27 FT8 88 18.137 3@ 0I5BD -88 -12 Ba:28 Denmark J055 L Q:dn -- Bl
68973 5/17/2826 @8:26 FT8 :2e 18.137 38 9A3AUH -a7 -15. @a:27 Croatia INTS L L Q:dn -- Zv
68972 5/17/2026 ©0:25 FT8 20 10.137 38 D2uy -88 -15 8e:26 Angola JIsdck L Q:L -- Mik
4 ea— »
Watch List Spot!: 3GOZ 28.4650 S5B JUAN FERNANDEZ | de: OELJTE 1354Z W1DYJ LogData.mdb
State
w
4:10:03 PM
20:10:03 UTC
Current time
e ]nte;:n,a}téonal
L= Association
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Active Methods / While Operating

Your Logger’s DX Tools

Recent Contacts

lear CallBook List Search Aws

Configurable DX Spotting

68988 Lu
68979 o Na
using a DX Cluster :
68977 Pe
68976 Vo
68975 o - E—— - - — — - 01

26 B = Denmar| K -_BJ

1| have Rodriruez on 15m, but NOT on CW | ____ | have FILTERS set to show

e s SPpots only from stations in
NA 1,2,3,4

| have this set to alert if
| don’t have GUAM on 17m New on Current Band
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

Your Logge r’s DX Tools

& M3FIP's Amateur Contact Log 7.0.12
File Edit Settings Clear CallBook List Search Awards elogs Recall MNet View Help
Recent Contacts

Rec# Date F Time Mode P... Freguency Bnd C

68986 5/24/2026 ©1:11 FT8 88 18.161 1 EE

Watch List

Call Description
3G0zZ JUAN FERNANDEZ
A31AA Tonga 5 23

K1KP Tony

KA3SEQ

KA3SEQ, Kimberly, helped write this software! Please say hil
te this software! Please say hil
Will ALERT on ANY spot of target call

Please type a Cal@bptional description and then press Enter.

Call Tab Audio Alert

B Show Alert Form on DX Spot DX Spot Audio Alert
O Speech © None O Beep

) Show Alert Form on Call Tab O None O Beep

O Speech

Delete All
Alert Duration (seconds):

Watch List Spotl: T31TTT 10.1120 CW Kiribati 5 27 | de: YO6DDF 1837Z

Alert will clear in 5 seconds.

T3M1TTT

To edit your Watch List, click File = Watch List.

OK

Delete Call from Watch List

INDEXA
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Active Methods / While Operating

JTAlert (A similar app is GridTracker)

* Integrates with WSJT-X and your logger
* Provides Real Time Audio & Visual Alerts

JJ callsigns #1
(@ All decodes
ui HEAU b o1 TUBPXM mm 2 GHAVAC @] [PRETMMRRNIS] | oo TkernU | [RGTCITABLC. .umnm o0 EASL
5 Seotland w \Bify

U‘_-.-

I'taldy

rEASBYS | ® 1w;nw - =1 * o wecMJ .wllﬂq .z EA1T0K §|
mark USA CO USA OK Spain

ALIATI & m T el ' - Fl\dﬁ'm ' -Ml’lﬂm »

(1] Grid : Alert (2] DXCC : Alert US State : Alert
® s Ha7eCc O .;;E:H'?El’q .23 6YTEI

Humngary Jamaica lamaica

162437 0 @51 @o B3 GEo DT+01 Z31B 10mFT8
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Finding & Tracking the DX
My 23’ Monitors during FT8 Operation

Room f
- |something
{ else

DX via FT8 -- Aug 2026
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Agenda

-Important DXing Basics

 FT8 DX Modes

* Finding & Tracking the DX

* Passive Methods / When Planning
* Active Methods / While Operating
 Confirming / Tracking

* Some Final Thoughts
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:
* QRZ

* ClubLog

° LoTW

* General Logger

* Personal Spreadsheet
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:

° QRZ — for general information about a DX station,
how to QSL, links to DX web site, antenna azimuth

* ClubLog

* LoTW

* General Logger

* Personal Spreadsheet
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:
* QRZ

° CIubLog — for searching for (and paying for)

confirmations, host for Active Live Streams
(There are other sites too)

* LoTW
* General Logger
* Personal Spreadsheet

See your call in real-time
shortly after you work
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:

* QRZ

* ClubLog

* LoTW - for ARRL Award tracking & confirmations
* General Logger

* Personal Spreadsheet
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:
* QRZ

* ClubLog

* LoTW

* General Logger - for centralizing all of this
information, including rig control

* Personal Spreadsheet
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Finding & Tracking the DX
Confirming / Tracking

Stuff | find personally useful:

* QRZ

* ClubLog

* LoTW

* General Logger

* Personal Spreadsheet - great for tracking
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Finding & Tracking the DX Eight Tabs:

Confirming / Tracking Summary, DXCC Detail, DXCC Log,
QSL Status, WAS, 6m Grids,

Personal Spreadsheet  [mor7ocmon

I
A B gD E|F[G]HI J |  KLULM[(N|OFQ|R|S il u A" W X Y Z | AA ﬂ

DXCC Log ~ W1DYJ ‘ ‘ ‘

556 S=Worked S5g=0Q5L Conf. 5l=LoTW Conf. (d=DXCC)

Digital: D=Worked Dg=0Q5L Conf DI=LpTW Conf. (d=DXCC) oK ¢/ End Date

CW: C=Worked Cq=0Q5LConf Cl=ULoTW Conf. (d=DXCC) CONF netnecde: Qsent Buro Mag/MI = Conf

County Prei | 160 S5z 0] o siis oen /o Woorkes

Printed: 24-May-26 worked d=oxcc |Phone | Dig | CW | Mixed |
o
o Worked 97 | 148 | 1838 | 283 215 | 269 | 239 254 | 223 | 243 96 2 B 2095 DX Challenge worked| 383
b e LoTW Conf: | | 96 [ 143 | 105 | 201 || 211 | 268 | 235 || 250 [ 222 [ 239 | [ 5 | 2 g 2070 ~ LoTW Conf:| 243 | 276 | 258 | 381
0 DXCCConf. || 96 [148 | @ | 2e@ | [ 289 | 263 | 233 | [ 289 [ 222 [ 239 | [ o5 | 2 | 1959 DXCC Conf.| 243 | 275 | 288 | 3m
T Total Conf 96 | 148 | 186 | 281 211 | 268 | 235 258 | 222 | 239 96 2 2 2072 1964 All Confirmed| 301
2
3 - Worked |[ 18 [ 78 [ e [123] 197 [ 56 |[158] 27 [186 [[ 38 [ 2 | [ 85 | . 783
- o TotalConf || 7 [ 75 | e |128] 192 [ 53 |[255] 26 [279 || 27 [ 2 | [ s | | 243 | B g
5
6 e Worked |[ 78 [118 [ 168 [ 161 |[ 182 [ 18a [ 203 [[199 [ 183 [ 165 |[ 9@ [ 2 | [ 1871 | 278
7 L TotalConf || 75 [ 217 [ 186 [ 156 | [[a7a [ 177 [ 198 | [193 | asa [ass || sa [ 2 | | 1621 | 276
8
o o Worked |[ 63 J1e1] e [158 |[2e1] 186 | 41 [[264] 36 [153|[ 13 | 1 | [ 1818 | [ 254 ]
U TotalConf || @ | 99 [ @ [158 || 94 [ 177 4e |[156| 36 [286 || 13 [ 1 | | 971 | | 250 | [ |
1 X=
2 Country Prefix 160 | 80 | 60 | 40 30 | 20 | 17 15 | 12 | 1@ 6 7 Station What/When How Sent  |Phone | Dig W | Mixed
ﬁ Afghanistan YA o = s | Du Mid
D q 9 | @
i Agalega & 5t. Brandon Is 3B6, 7 Did Did Did Cld Mid
f Cid
g a | 4 I | Sd q [iSH «q sid sid
Y Aland Is. OHO ]| Did Did Did ]| Sid Did Cid Mid
U cid | cid cl cl cl cl
1 q 1 | sid q | Sld| g Sid | g | Sqd
International
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Agenda

* Important DXing Basics
* FT8 DX Modes

* Finding & Tracking the DX

*Some Final Thoughts
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Some Final Thoughts
* Easy to do stuff...

* Patience, Patience, Patience
* Learn about Propagation

* Know your Transceiver

* Contesting
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Some Final Thoughts
* Easy to do...

* Patience, Patience, Patience
* Learn about Propagation

* Know your Receiver

* Contesting

 Harder to do stuff...

°* Reasonable Antenna System
* Co-locate your Office and Shack
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Some Final Thoughts
e Easy to do...

* Patience, Patience, Patience
* Learn about Propagation

* Know your Receiver

* Contesting

e Harder to do...

* Reasonable Antenna System
* Co-locate your Office and Shack

* Perhaps Impossible right now...
Live on a hill
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Some Final Thoughts
* Easy to do...

* Patience, Patience, Patience
* Learn about Propagation

* Know your Receiver

* Contesting

e Harder to do...

* Reasonable Antenna System
* Co-locate your Office and Shack

* Perhaps Impossible right now...
Live on a hill

*Retire
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Some Final Thoughts
* Easy to do...

* Patience, Patience, Patience
* Learn about Propagation

Thank You

* Co-locate your Office and Shack

* Perhaps Impossible right now...

eLive on a hill
*Retire
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Appendix

e Abstract / Bio

* Assumptions for Talk
* My Antennas

* My History

* My Qs
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Abstract

You have been using FT8 for a while. You are interested in increasing your DX totals
and wonder what all of this Fox/Hound and SuperFox stuff is all about.

Plus you want to be better at finding the DX!

| will review some FT8 and DX basics, discuss FT8 DX modes like Fox/Hound and
SuperFox, and end with some methods to find and track the DX you seek.

Licensed in 1961 as novice KN1VFX, Larry became W1DYJ in 1966. After acquiring three degrees in EE
from MIT, Larry was hired in 1969 by Hewlett-Packard Medical's Cardiac R&D Lab in Waltham MA,
later in Andover MA, first developing a modem for computerized Electrocardiography. He then was
on the original team that developed the first successful Cardiac Ultrasound system. He moved to HP
Medical Education in 1993, responsible for technical and project management training. When HP split
apart, he became Agilent Technology’s global program manager for their Learning Management
System. "Retiring" in 2005, he consulted for Avago (now Broadcom) on eLearning technologies
through 2012. He now spends his time chasing DX and contesting in Woburn, playing with antennas,
traveling with his wife Maren, and attending jazz and classical concerts. He is the net manager and
newsletter editor for the MMRA, publications editor for HamXposition, and a member of the YCCC.
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My Assumptions

* You are comfortable with using FT8 for casual
contacts

* You have started chasing DX, and have some
FT8, CW or Phone DX entities to your credit

* You are using some kind of logging SW to
capture these contacts

* You want to be more efficient and successful
finding and confirming FT8 DX Qs
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My Antennas 6/2025: 20m - 432

2m 11el Yagi

et L 70cm 17el Yagi

— e, ———

15m Dipole —also 12/17 ¢ ¢
_-—-—"'___T_-n

) : ~ 2 6m7el Yagi
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| 10m 5el Yagi |
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My Antennas 6/2025: 160m - 30m
el s
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My History

Mom was a high School cafeteria worker. Dad was an electrician and had a dual
workshop: woodworking and electronics , my two continuing favorite hobbies.
They both highly valued education.

As a kid: | “played” in his workshop, had an erector set,
and read all the Tom Swift books...

Built a crystal radio when | was 12 (1958) —the first station heard was the BBC
and | was hooked on radio.

Obtained my ham radio license at 15 in 1961 (a junior in HS).

Went to MIT (SBEE’67, SMEE’69, EE’70)
in part because of my ham radio experience.

Hired (1969) by HP Medical (Waltham/Andover) developing hospital cardiac
instrumentation (electrocardiographs, then real-time cardiac ultrasound)
in part because of my practical experience with ham radio.

Moved to HP/Agilent Corp Ed (project management experience) in 1993

“Retired” in 2005 when Agilent split up; then part-time consulted for Avago (now
Broadcom) as their eLearning platform WW Program Manager

Finally retired (for real) in 2012 — now play with ham radio
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My Logged QS ..as of 6 August 2026

Mode # 1st Q
FT4 652 8/2019 BND #Qs FT8
FT8 7288 8/2017 >>>>>>>>>>> 160 443
JT65 97 6/2017 80 498
MSK144 1 5/2017 60 330
PSK31 63 5/2003 40 446
PSK63 1 3/2017 30 589
Q65 1 8/2024 20 407
RTTY 11741 1/2017 17 449
S========================== 15 482
Total digital 19849 12 423
10 490
PH 29422 7/1994 6 2098
cw 21076 9/2014 2 557
FM 86 11/1993 0.7 76
Total Qs 70315
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