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 In researching for items in this segment we are often asked how come there are not many kids involved, how come AR and ham publications seem to feature we "oldies" on the cover?

 Norm K1AA may have a part of the answer, as his Daughter always told him "times have changed Daddy".

 Many listeners DO go back to the 1930's.

 There was no television, no computers, 16 year olds did not own or drive cars to school.

 Since they were depression years there was little money for the purchase of radio parts there was very little that could be bought.  If you wanted a receiver you had to build it.

 Getting started was easy.  The broadcast home radios were undergoing big changes, as a result there was a glut of old consoles., radios being junked all to the delight of  the radio hobbyists.

 One of these radios properly cannibalized would provide a supply of nuts, bolts, washers as well as valves, sockets, coils, capacitors etc. most of excellent quality.

 In addition, almost every high school had a radio club that was usually run by the  science instructor or someone on the faculty who was already a licensed amateur.

 They had code classes as well as construction projects.

 Norm also urges us to "Take a look around your local radio club during a meeting and count the teenagers present.

 Now a program in Boulder, Colorado is a good example of how we MIGHT might bring in youngsters. 

 http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/teacher/barc/
 Since their project commenced in 1997 they now have a total of 161 new hams in a small community that have received their ham licenses due to BARC Junior.

 The group propagates itself mostly from youngsters telling other youngsters at school, etc..

 Also, here is a link to their club web page that tells some of what has happened to the youngsters that have gone through this program and are now "old folk" .... people in their 20s..

 http://www.qsl.net/w0dk/barcjrs.html
 (Jack Ciaccia - WM0G)

