Class Day Exercises

Brackett School

June 20, 1961 ~Arlington, Massachusetts
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It was geven years ago when our mothers led us into
the room where Mrs. Florian, our teacher, waited,
~School was a new adventure for us and we faced it
sagerly. In kindergarten ve learned to paste., draw,

color, sing songs, and play games. We soon learned
- the alphabet, how to print our names, and how to
count from one to ten. We had morning exercises
Just like all the other grades. We then sang songs
and played games. After we had our milk and crackera
We had a rest period, Our work period consisted of
drawing pictures and coloring them. Sometimes we
even cut out pilctures and pasted them. We usually

- had a party for every holiday. For Halloween we
‘dressed up in costumes and visited the other class-~
rooms, This was fun as we enjoyed frightening the
otheyr boys and girls with our 8pooky costumes. In
Mey vwe had a May dance around the May Pole. At the
end of the year we received black caps and dlplomas.
The parents were invited to attend our gradusation.
We were very proud of ocurselves as we had completed
~our first year in aschool and were now prepared for
Iirat grade, ' I _ _

Fatricia Fahey



GRADE ONE

A we left kindergarten and cntered the first grade
we were looking forward to all the new subjects we
would learn., The most important subject in first
grade was reading. We lsarned the wvowel sounds and
the conscnents. Wo thought we were very grown up

as wo read about "Dick, Jane, and Sally."” Wwriting
ehort sentences was fun. Soon we could write
storles comnsisting of three or four sentences. In
arithmetic we learnmed how to add and subtraoct simple
facts,; and ocould now count from one to one hundred.
We played with a toy cash register, which tauiht us
~the value of coins. Music was & subject we all
enjoyed. We learncd the scale and could beat out
the - rhythm of any song. We studisd an opera
called "Little Black Sambo”". That year we learned
many songs. Art waa fun because we cut out pictures,
pasted, and drew animals, houses, and people. AL
recess ve enjoyed playing Dodge Balls Most of our
games were played 1ln a big circle. Mies Daley and
Miss GOordon were our wonderful teachers that

year. We were grateful to them for teaching us so

vell.
Linda Torento

GRADE TWO

September rolled arouné once again and there we were
ready to begin second grade. We were sorry to leave
the first grade, but were most anxicus toc meet
Miss McEwen and Miss Hogan. With these two wonderful
teachere we learned addition and subtraction facte
Lhrough the twenty famlly. Telling time, counting
by 1's, 2's, 5'%s, and 10's, and learning how to use
noney, were 8ll part of our stwdy of arithmetic.
Spelling was & new subject for us this year. We had
WOrk books in vwhich we learned new words each week.,
in reading we reviewed the vowel sounds and learned
the blends, such as bl, cr, and st., We gave oral
stories 1ln language, and wrote simple ones. Our
teachers read poems to us, which we thoroughly enjoyed.



Grade Two tcont,)
We began cursive writing in the second grade. This
made 18 feel qulite grown up as we had learnoed marnie-
geript wrlting, or priating, in ths flrst grade. AL
mugle tlme we learned e read notes, sing songs,
and play the instruments for the Toy Orchestra.
We 2ll tookx part in thls orchestra in the Chrisitmas

Program. The Boston Pops had nothing on us! .
Sclence was fun, We learned about nature, and did
many expsriments, Miss MeHBwen'sg class that year '
won a party for having the greatest number of dentsal
cards In the building. It was the only second grade
to win such a party. - ' '

At receas wo either played kick bsll cr learned

more new cdances. Some days we learned (o march or
sven do abunts, - ' ' ' -

We were sorry to lsave our teachers, but were

‘happy that summer vacstion was near, and that we
could look forward to third grade.

Karen Johnson

GRADE THREE
While we were in third grade at Brackett School,
Mra, Dupree and Mliss Costello were our teachers.
We felt qulte grown up because this was our first
vyear of writing the whole ysar through. I remember
how proud we were when our teachers handed us our
First psaas, ' | : ' .
wpvery morning after opening exervises we had .
arlthmetic. We learned how to carry in addition,
borrow in subtraction, do simple maltiplication
and division fecte, and solve problems. In szocial
goudies we learned about food, clcthing, shelter,
and vransportation. We all enjoyed reading because
of the many books that were available to us.
Sclence proved to be interesting. We studied
about the world, sun, leaves, trees, rocks and
minerals., In langusge we wrote Ifriendly letter
and storles. More words were added-to our '
vocabulaties through spelling. Bach day we would
look forward to recess because we lesrned to play
softball., During the winter months we lesrned
many enjoyable dances in the gymmasium.




Three (cont.)

¥e took a trlp that year to the Hostess Cup Cake
Faotory. All were in favor of & return trip,
especially for the samples. All too socon the year
game tO0 an end, but we were very well prepared
for fourth grade.

- Marian O'loughlin
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Since there was only one. fourth grade that year |
our teacher wags Miss Delay. It was quite a =
thrill to have our room on the top floor of the

- Ve soon learned that this was the grade in
which history was taught. We studied about the
world and then made booklets on our own town,
Arlington. This wae also the first year that we
made book reports. We received a certificate for
every If'ive reports that we did, Arithmetic was
fun because we got a star next to every multipli-
cation and -division fact that we learned. Spelling
Bees were held about every two weeks. Kkveryone
wanted to be a winner and receive a prize. -
In music we were proud of ourselves when we ledrned
our first two-part sonz. We sang beautifully. at
least that's what we thought! In science we
studlied about nature to prepare us for rifth grade
nature study. For art, we made murals about
Arlington and 414 many designs. In language we
learned to write reports, stories, and letters.
That yesr we practiced answering the telephone
and taking meseages. Miss Delay might have had a
big class that year, but ehe thoroughly taught

one of us what we should know for

each and every
fifth grade,

Roberta Mahoney



GRADE FIVE

In the fifth grade our wonderful teacher was Mlies callanang
We lezrned meny things uader hor supervision. Resding
wes & favorite subject. HResding to remember and reaﬁing
to galin faotie were stressed during the achool ysar, -
In languasge we learned hovw {40 make reporta and gutlinea.
We learned, too, the importance of summarlzing.

We learnsed many new things in srithmstic, such as

long division, 24dition and subtraction of fractions,
and problems asking us to find perimeter and area.
Social studies was especilally interesting to us, as ,
we studied about the history and geography of our own
United States. We collected informatlon and made book-
‘letas on the various states., Scleuce was & sudbject we
all enjoyed. Through the teachings of Miss Hoeflich

we became familisr with rocks, soll, mushrooms, lichen
trees, toads, owls, and snakea, Our fleld trip that
year was to Drumllin Farm, & wild-life sanctuary.

We had many humorous experiences that year, such as the
garter gnske that orawled out of the terrarium and has
never been found even to this day. On another morning,
much to our amazement, we found that the moths had
eggaped from theair caooon am had lald 6388 all over the
YoOolMe

The months rollﬁd'by-very quickly and it was time once
again tc put our books away. We studied hard in fifth
grade L0 prepare oursoelves for our laat year at

Brackett School., |

John Keohane

GRADE SIX

As vwe left fifth grade and entered sixth grade we all
rad thoughts cf hard work, but with the help amd
patience of our teascher, YMiss Cusick, we managed to
survive. This year was an eventful year for us. Our
teacher, Yies Cusick, became Mrs. Craven. Even though

she changed hﬁr'namea she was stil)l the same enjoyable
teagheyr. |



@rede six (cont.)

4% the bsginning of the year we thought t.he arithmnetic
was ©88Y . That was bscause we were having & review ,
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and divislon.
A8 the year progressed we were taught how to multiply
and divide fractions, and then how to add, subtract,
mwultiply and divide decimals. Ve did much work im
finding area, perimeter and the volume of a solid.
In history we traced the development of civiiization
from the days of prehistoric msn to modern times.
Geography was interesting as we studled about the
countries of Eurcpe, Asia and Afric¢a. Most .of our
work in social studies consisted of working in groups
and reporting on various assigned toplos.
e mastered the elght parts of speech 1ln languase and
learned to pick ocut the subject and predicate of a
sentence, FOr oreative writing we vrote posetry and
many compositions. Readlng proved to be very
interesting this year for we had several resding booka..
The books varied from our basic text books to Junior
Scholastic Magazine, which kept us up to date on
gurrent evente., e all worked hard writing boox
rervorts to get our certificates. Once & week we met
in the school library with the librarilan, Mrs. Glover,
and could choose any book we wished to read. Some
of us met with Mr. Donahue in & regular olassroom for
French: Others met wit.h him in the new mobile language
laboratory.
Our science thia year was physical gclence, ‘which vas
the study of solids, liquids and gases. It was fun t0
do experiments 1n the sclience lavoratory. 4we had a
Science Club and did everything from making electro-
magnetic cranes to shooting off rocketss In addition .
to our regular school curricvlum we had a dancing class
every other ednesday tsught by Mr. Curry. He taught
us the basio dance steps and the proper manners Lo use
when you are goinz to a party or dance. At the end of
the year the whole clasg was invited to a dance held
at the Arlington Town Hall,
This year our music coneisted of three part songs. This
wags quite an accomplishment since we had only been '
singing two parts previously. ¥Ye t.ook two fleld trips.
One wis to the ‘Sclence Museum and one
was to the "Seven Wonders of the World". Ve had &
vorderful time at both of them and we learned a lot
from them. Now another school year has come to an end,
A8 we look forward to Jumior High, I'm sure everybody
would sgree this was one of the most memorable years
we ever had & Brackett School.,

Susan Stiles
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June 12, 1975'

Ts We As plane headed for'Datr01t out of

New Io r'R &

 Frank, that sure was a tough game. We were

lucky to win it, 1I'm glad you're spending
the summer with us as team doctor. It's a
good vacation from your regular practice,
Wouldn't you like & oup of ocoffee? -

.Stewardeaﬁ¢ Two coffoes, please. Say,
‘aren’t youv Patricia Albeno? I heard you

wWere an alrplane hostess.

(Turning to Frank) You might be interested

to know that Paul Stevens has & large sporting
goods store in the wWhite Mountains.
Thank you, (to the stewardess). Wwe'll talk -

with you later, vhen you're not busy. When

I was in Detroit last week, I stayed at the
Giltmore Hotel. You probably know that

Russell Kumsey is the manager of it. He told

me that Marion O'loughlin has a book and gift
snop at the hotel, He als0 saild that leo Holman
is &n electrical contractor. His company did all
of the electrical work in the new wing of the
hotel., I meant to tell you that when we were
playing in los Angeles last week, I met Marion

Mulecghy., She 18 with the telephone company and

was given an award recently for having the
friendliest voice. I also saw Anthony Cammarats



Thomas Poo lay %o s

t.hat. weekend after he had broadcast the game.
e told me that Mary Der had been 1ln & program
aa.bmm nursing, that she was now a reglstered
nurso. She t0ld Anthony that while in Florids
lagt winter she me?t John Keohane who ls making
s fortune in the roal estate buaimas there.

Oh - hi', Patricia; (Patrioia ratuma arﬁ

nits with Bob armd Frank)

I he&rﬁ that you were the number ona pitah.or
for the ked Sox, Bobe Gongratulationm -
What 4id you think of Brian Corkery's defense
of that Yankee player who ran out on his contract?

Brian 1g quite & lawyer. We all thought

Stoven Barru would be a lawyer, too, but I
understand he's & history profauor at Harvard.,
You probably know by now that Joe D'Amore is

a test rilot for the new gecret plane the army has

invented. It's & dangerous Job,; but excliting.
T™he last tims I saw Joe he told me that Jud;f .
Stilee vorks for a big chemlical company as
confideontisal seoretary. Her company aupplios
many secret materials for government jets,
employed by the government
Ramcmr how well he vsed to do

for avhlle.

mechanical drawing? He haeg become an architect

on the West Coast and has designed many houses
for top Hollywood stars. Ketherine Parece,

who ‘18 a buyer of drapery materisls in a larse
department store cut there, has been very success-

ful in selecting draperies for some of those
fabulous houges of the siarse DO you know who

vwas on the plane yesterday? Patricia Fahey and

Roberta Mahoney. Both girie were on their way
to Chicago -~ Patricla to recelve an .avard for
the beat short story of the year and hoberta to
cut. & nev albmm _

Frank, haven t you 866N any of the old crowd?

Has an:fon@ heard from Susan Stiles?

Yes, yeu know ehe 13 a nat.ur'e photon-raphar with

the "alt Disney Company rPerhaps you saw her
last vork in the film Junwle anlmals I met



David ?ill@ in Fl@lﬁiﬁ_% 1last winter. He ‘B
‘tolren over his father's sutomeblle business and
haoo designed & new sports car. He t0ld me that
ne met Merk Connelly on & business trlp O

New YOrKo. | ' o | |

_ He 1s such & famous lawyer that he'll
probably be eppointed as & judgo. That _
reminds mo, I walked past J1ll Taylor's beauty
salon the other day on Fifth Avenue., What & |
place! My wife says she enjoye buying her hais
at Xaren Johnson'g excluslva hat shop on Newbury
ctreet. Karen told her that she’s heard Irom
‘Christine Morrison who ruis a private nursery
achool in Hewelil. She aleo sald that ,
‘she ocossionally pees Jawes Cram on the street.
You krow he is in lline for the top pesliion at
the John Hancock Insurance Company. Linda
Torento worka there, t00. She's the president's
private secretary. Ssy. have any of you been
eble to buy one of the tables designed by |
Charles Dupee? Hlg shop is always jammed with
customers. The tables aye beautifully made with
the fingat imported woods. '

‘*rsﬁlh there's the sign to fasten our ssat
beits. Guess wé must be coming lutc Deirolit.






