e of Hame Radin

Is HAM RADIO OBSOLETE 7

is ham radio communication system geming obsalala with
the advent of Internet (for ‘e-mailing’ or ‘chatting”) or mobila
telephone (for sending “SMS' or 'pictura’})? Many people in
fact think so. But it would be inappropriate to compara ham
radio (amateur radio) with other professional
communication network. Professional communication
natworks are maintained to provide basic utility service fo
the common people, wheraas, ham radio communication
natwork |8 maintained by non-professional hobbyists for
their personal enjoymaont. Ham radio is an adventure for
the hobbylist,

The basic differences of ham radlo with the professional
communication network are:

{1} Ham radio communication netwark is nol run by
professionals (ol course there may be prolessional
engineers who are hobbyists at the same time).

(2} Itis not run by the governmeant.

(3} I is not supposed to be used as an aliernative ta the
mobile telephoneflandling telephone (axcepl in large
scale disaster).

{4) It Is not for earning money by providing radio
communication.

For exampla & mobile telephone is an electronic gizmo
offered 1o the common consumer by profit making wireless
nalworking companies. A consumer can send a laxt
message of very shor length through the Shorl Message
Saemvice (SME) of the moblle telephone companies. It can
reach anywhera in the world instantly becausa there are
professional engineers to look ‘afler such & network and it
has a ulility in our day-to-day activities, Bul 'congaestions'
happan in such networks too when important messages
may naot be getting delivared at the right time

Albeit litle known, Hams have also beean using computars
since mid savantias o sand 'radio-mails’ across the globe
uking packet radio modema (much before the advent of e-
mail through telephone or SMS/e-mail through mobile
telephone!} connected to their wireless sets. Now, with the
state-of-the-art PACTOR-1I kam tachnalogy, they can send
e-malls (even with image attachmanis) from remote
locations whare Infernel conneclivily is not evailable (for
mare information refer to: http:fwinlink.org/Mews_himj.
Hams ara tha only people in the world who can access a-
mails free of cost using their wireless apparatus from
anywhere in the world! Just while preparing this nota, the
aufhor |3 n réceipt of such an a-mail originated from a
gmall gailbaal namead "Wild Card' cruising the Indian Ocean.
The sailboal |5 skippered by & ham radlo operator (Ceptaln
Gary Martin Goodlander aka Cap'n Fatty, VPEEGX), This
ambitious ham radio operalor 8 on & round the world
voyage for the last three years onboard his small sailboat.
More informatlon on  this is awailable ai:

Ipcffwiww. vigyanprasar. com/ham/sailor_ham/. Here is a
quote from s e-mail atout the latest PACTOR-11 ham radio
g=-mailing lachnology:

“In addition 1o our normal shore-zside e-mall addreas, we
now have e-mail aboard Wild Card as welll This Is a huge
technological leap for us. This maans thal, al any lime
from anywhere In the world, we can send and receive a-
mail text messages,.. as many as we want! I also means
ihat we can got (a) daily cusiom weather forecasis while at
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t84a, lailorad specifically for our area and advanced along
our projected coures, (b} receive files from overhesd
satellites, [c} real-time wind and weathar information for
nearby oceanie buoys and (d) long-rangs live-day woeather
forecasis directly from NOAA'S massive super-compulars.
Bul the main reason wa wenl to all this trouble and
expansive is not for the marvalous weather forecasts—
though they are truly that—but to keep in touch with youl®

It is said that the number of sailore applying for ham radio
licence has more than doubled In the recent ime in the
USA. It was thought that with the onslaught of “Satellite
Telaphonas’, thare was no hopa lor the survival ol the long
distance short wave radio communication systems
{imgluding ham radia), which solely depends on thes
longsphere. On the contrary, short wave radio is returning
im &8 blg way in many advanced countries especially amaong
the paople who have 1o go o remolé areas nol connecled
by landiing telephona. The huge advantage radio has over
saleliite is its extremaly low infrastructure cosis. Satallite
communication systems require snormous capital
expendituras to create and maintain infrastructure capeble
of providing service 1o a wide area. It may be mentionsd
that during the Gujaral earthguake, in many occasions
salelllte ielephones didn’'t work, whereas ham radio
operalors provided reliable communication o the rescua
and reliel agencies.

Unlike our household electronic glzmos, a ham radio devica
may not look very user friendly to 8 novice at the first sight.
These are usually manufaciured In the countries wheare the
noblby of ham radio has enabled an entire electronic Industry
fo grow and vice-varsa. A ham radio hobbyist has o learn
soma basic things relaied o the oparation of these
apparatus involving wirgless technology in arder to get a
ligenge from the governmeni. There are also many
hobbyisis who make thair own wirelesa equipment. Since
a ham radio hobbyist tres 10 be sell-reliant in her/his radio
communication skills, the governmeni fies (o ensure
throwgh & licencing examinatien that an aspiring ham radio
hobbyist knows certain things, which would ensura non-
interference 1o other professional wireless communication
S8TVICES,

The ham radlo communication service has the potentiality
to operate as & basic utility service, bul it is not supposad
or allowed to do g0 because of the governmeant restrictions.
As ham radio i 8 hobby, and the governmenl earns only
token revenues from the ham radio operailors, it obviously
does not permii the ham radio operators o run a public
utility netwaork. That would slss be amounting to depriving
the government of the revenues earmed from landline/mobila
telephone services! Otherwise ham radio operators hava
the capability to pass on messages for the public through
their acheduled on-the-air nels across tha couniry ar Toi
that matier across the globe through short wave radial Cnly
during large-scale disasters a ham radio operator s
allowad by tha govarnment to handle third party {non-ham}
massages. Unlike a mobile or landline felaphone sel, a
ham radio operalor is nol authorized to allow her'his
wiralass equipmeni o be operated by an un-licensed
parson. Every ham rado operator has o identify hersalff
himsell with a governmani allolled ‘call-glgn’ when shefhe
18 an-tha-air
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