Landslides in Wayanad, Kerala: Emergency Communication Efforts by
Amateur Radio Operators : Jose Jacob, VU2JOS (9 Aug 2024)

(Dr.Abraham VU20J and others operating from Wayanad District Collectorate, Kalpetta)

In the early hours of July 30, 2024, parts of Wayanad district in Kerala, S.India was
struck by a series of devastating landslides triggered by a cloudburst and relentless
rain. The landslides, which occurred at approximately 2:00 am and 4:15 am caused
significant devastation. Meppadi, Mundakkai, and Chooralmala were among the worst-
hit areas, with hundreds reported killed, injured or missing and likely trapped under
debris.

Impact of the Landslides

e Meppadi, Mundakkai and Chooralmala: These areas have suffered massive

damage.

e Destroyed Bridge: The bridge connecting Chooralmala and Mundakkai was
destroyed, isolating these regions.

« Damaged Houses: Hundreds of houses were damaged in Mundakkai and large
parts of Chooralmala village were washed away.

Rescue Operations

Rescue teams, including the various Departments/Agencies of Govt. of Kerala, Army,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), Police, Fire
& Rescue Services, NGOs, volunteers and others worked tirelessly under rough
weather conditions.



The Ham Warriors of Wayanad
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Members / Volunteers of Sulthan Bathery DX Association (SBDXA), VU2WND
L-R Sunil VU3HBC, Manoj VU3MLY, Anoop VU3YWT, Martin VU30OYI, Aswin VU3AYR,
Rohit VU2EMR, Sabu VUZ2ELJ, Dr. Abraham VU20J, Sunil VU2KNT, Joy VU2MIE,
Jaison VU3WMU, Nideesh VU30JO, SWL Akarsh

Members / Volunteers of Malabar Amateur Radio Society (MARS) VU2MLQ,
Malappuram L-R Mujeeb VU3IXV, Krishnarajan VU3BQX, Nikhil VU3YXN,Thajuddin
VU2DJ, Mohammed Fawaz VU3FGZ, Shanavas VU3EUE, Zunil VU3IWO



Role of Amateur Radio Operators
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(L-R Aswin VU3AYR & Sunil VU2KNT operating from Chooralmala (Ground Zero)

Upon request from the District administration, emergency and disaster communication
was swiftly set up by the Sulthan Bathery DX Association (SBDXA), VU2WND, under
the leadership of its Chairman Sabu VU2ELJ, by 10:00 pm on the same day to ensure

smooth communication with the affected areas.

Key Stations and Operators:

o District Collectorate at Kalpetta:

o

o O O O

Dr. Abraham VU20J
Shyam VU2JLE
Francis VU3FRS
John VU3JAJ
Anoop VU2YWT etc

o Affected Area (Chooralmala):

o

o 0O 0O 0O 0O 0 0O O O

Sunil VU2KNT

Dr. Rohith VU2EMR
Aswin VU3AYR
Francis VU3FRS
Haris VU3KDZ

Dr. Anwer VU3LMW
Manoj VU3MLY
Santosh VU30IQ
Nideesh VU30JO
Martin VU3QYI etc.

These operators mostly used the local Phantom Rock Repeater VU2RFF 144.145 MHz
+600 shift which is running on solar power and connected to Echolink and other VHF
frequencies for their communications during 30July to 6 August 2024.




e Government Munderi Seed Farm,
Nilambur etc.

Thajuddin VU2DJ

Shanavas VU3EUE

Krishnarajan VU3BQX

Mohammed Fawaz VU3FGZ

Zunil VU3IWO

Mujeeb VU3IXV

Dr. Anwer VU3LMW

Nikhil VU3YXN

O O 0O O O O O O

Shanavas VU3EUE operating
from Ham station set up in car

Appreciation

The prompt response and dedicated efforts of the Sulthan Bathery DX Association
(SBDXA), Malabar Amateur Radio Society (MARS) and local amateur radio operators
have been crucial in coordinating rescue operations and providing much-needed
communication support during this disaster. Their commitment to serving the community
in times of crisis is commendable.

Ham volunteers operating from Wayanad District Collectorate, Kalpetta:
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Manoj VUSMLY Martin VU3OY|




Haris VU3KDZ Civil Defence, Francis VU3FRS
Kerala Fire & Rescue Services
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Sunil VU2KNT with Hams of Kerala Civil Defence at Chooralmala (Ground zero)
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Shyam VU2JLE and group at District Collectorate, Kalpetta

HAM RADIO

EMERGENCY
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Anoop VU3YWT and Jaison Dr. Abraham VU20J and Jaison VU3WMU at
VU3WMU at Mundakkai (Ground District Collectorate, Kalpetta
Zero)




Haris VU3KDZ Civil Defence, Kerala Fire & Rescue Services from Ground Zero

Thajuddin VU2DJ operating from Ham station set up in car




List of Radio Amateurs who participated in Emergency Ham Radio Communications

for Wayand landslides in Kerala during 30 July to 6 August 2024.

Sulthan Bathery DX Association (SBDXA), Wyand VU2WND:
Locations: District Collectorate, Chhoralmala, Mundakkai etc.

SI.No. Name Callsign
1 Sabu VU2ELJ
2 Dr Abraham | VU20J
3 Shyam VU2JLE
4 Sunil VU2KNT
5 Joy VU2MIE
6 Dr Rohith VU2EMR
7 Ashwin VU3AYR
8 Francis VU3FRS
9 Sunil VU3HBC

10 | John VU3JAJ
11 | Manogj VU3MLY
12 | Santhosh VU30IQ
13 | Nidheesh VU30JO
14 Martin VU30YI
15 | Jaison VU3WMU
16 | Anoop VU3YWT
17 | Akarsh SWL
Relay Station:
18 | Sanil | VU3SIO

Malabar Amateur Radio Society, Malappuram VU2MLQ :
Location: Government Munderi Seed Farm, Nilambur etc.

19 | Thajuddin VU2DJ
20 | Krishnarajan VU3BOX
21 Shanavas VU3EUE
22 Fawaz VU3FGZ
23 Zunil VU3IWO
24 Mujeeb VU3IXV
25 Dr Anwer VU3LMW
26 Nikhil VU3YXN

Civil Defence, Kerala Fire & Rescue Services:

| 27

| Haris

| VU3SKDZ
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Amateur radio operators provide 1st
line communication to amplify voices
of citizens in landslide-hit Wayanad via
HAM radio.

Landslide-hit areas of Wayanad
find voice through ham radio

Narendra Modi and 8 others
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https://x.com/DoT India/status/1820391506131525637

Landslide-hit areas find voice
through ham radio

As the devastating landslides ravaged a hilly area of
Wayanad. leaving a trail of destruction and chaos in
their wake, a group of ham radio enthusiasts rose to the
challenge, establishing a critical communication network
that has helped save lives and facilitate rescue efforts.

The amateur radio system, set up by volunteer opera-
tors on the ground floor of the District Collector’s office in
Kalpetta, has been providing vital information to affected
communities and authorities, facilitating rescue efforts
andrelief operations.

“The situation was dire, with mobile phone services
available only to a very limited extent,” an official release
said here on Saturday.

“District Collector D R Meghashree reached out to the
ham radio operators, and they have been instrumental in
keeping the lines of communication open,” it said.

Receivers, amplifiers, computers for logging and digi-
tal modulation, and other equipment are used to operate
the station. Ham radio operators transmit information
from the disaster area to the station through ham radio
transmitters. A repeater setup at Ambalavayal Ponmudi
Kotta facilitates ham radio communication.

Deccan Herald 4 Aug 2024
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/kerala/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-find-
voice-through-ham-radio-3135642
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HAM radio becomes voice
to victims, rescuers =

WAYANAD: As the devastating
landslides ravaged parts of
Wayanad, leaving a trail of
destruction, a group of ham
radio enthusiasts rose to the
challenge, establishing a
critical communication

. network that helped save lives

and facilitate rescue efforts.

The amateur radio system, set up

by volunteer operators on the

ground floor of the District Col-
lector’s office in Kalpetta, has
been providing vital information
to affected communities and au-
thorities, facilitating rescue ef-

forts and relief operations. “The

situation was dire, with mobile
phone services available only to
a very limited extent,” an official
release said. “District Collector
reached out to the ham radio op-
erators, and they have been in-
strumental in keeping the lines
of communication open,” it said.
Receivers, amplifiers, comput-
ers for logging and digital modu-
lation, and other equipment are
used to operate the station. Ham
radio operators transmit infor-

~mation from the disaster area to

the station through transmitters.
A repeater setup at Ambalavayal
Ponmudi Kotta facilitates ham

+ radio communication. 2
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https://www.esakal.com/desh/ham-radio-

became-the-voice-of-victims-in-wayanad-

information-provided-to-administrative-bodies-

adiol
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Dinamalar 4 Aug 2024 (Tamil)

Video Links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euk2UZZML U
NDTV:

https://www.ndtv.com/video/wayanad-landslides-how-landslide-hit-wayanad-finds-voice-

through-ham-radio-822096
Media One:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=ToQZVr30QLr39jeZ5&v=hejwlk8tcil&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQQOQdwfAs2IM

Reporter TV:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcOnrZ0amCw
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Media reports on Ham Radio Emergency Communications in Wayanad Aug 2024

1. Press Trust of India:
https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-ham-
radio/1708259

2. The Hindu:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-ham-
radio/article68482035.ece

3. Deccan Herald:
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/kerala/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-find-voice-through-ham-radio-
3135642

4. Economic Times:
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-
ham-radio/articleshow/112246360.cms?from=mdr

5. The Week:
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2024/08/03/mds17-kl-landslides-ham-radio.html

6. Mathrubhumi:
https://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/kerala/wayanad-landslide-and-role-of-radio-communication-
1.9782364

https://www.mathrubhumi.com/videos/news-in-videos/wayanad-landslide-ham-radio-1.9784707

7. Kerala Kaumudi:
https://keralakaumudi.com/en/news/news.php?id=1357304&u=wayanad-tragedy-new-system-to-
expedite-rescue-operations-in-problematic-areas

8. Asianet News:
https://www.asianetnews.com/kerala-news/ensured-ham-radio-service-for-recue-operations-in-wayanad-

shogd3
9. The Print;

https://theprint.in/india/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-ham-radio/2206177/

10. All India Media Association:
https://aimamedia.org/newsdetails.aspx?nid=295032&state=Gulbarga,%20Karnataka%20(KA)&title=Way
anad%20landslides:%20Ham%20radio%20facilitates%20critical%20communication%20network

11. Vartha Bharati:
https://english.varthabharati.in/india/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-ham-radio

12. India.com:
https://www.india.com/news/india/ham-radio-becomes-voice-of-victims-and-rescue-teams-alike-at-
wayanad-landslide-site-7136802/

13. HTDS:
https://www.htsyndication.com/hindustan-times/article/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-find-voice-through-
ham-radio/83492718

14. Around Odisha:
https://aroundodisha.com/amp/2024/08/03/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-find-voice-through-ham-radio/
15. Amar Ujjala:
https://www.amarujala.com/india-news/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-ham-radio-
2024-08-03

16. E.Sakal:
https://www.esakal.com/desh/ham-radio-became-the-voice-of-victims-in-wayanad-information-provided-
to-administrative-bodies-adi0l

17: Devdiscourse:
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/science-environment/3040702-ham-radio-heroes-wayanads-
lifeline-amidst-devastating-landslides

18. Metro Vaartha:
https://english.metrovaartha.com/news/kerala/landslide-hit-areas-of-wayanad-finds-voice-through-
ham-radio
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