A HISTORY OF THE AMATEUR OPERATORS CERTIFICATE & THE MORSE
CODE REQUIREMENT

Compiled by Lloyd Butler VK5BR

The Amateur Operators Certificate of Proficiency and its qualification for Morse Code has
seen some changes since it was first introduced in 1924. | thought | would track down
changes, such as morse speed, which have occurred over the years

The issue of the Amateur Operators Certificate (AOCP) is inter weaved with the issue of licences to operate amateur stations. The
operating conditions of licences issued have depended on the breadth of qualification in the Certificate and conversely, the curriculum
variation for Certificates has varied to suit the variations in licence conditions. Also the encoding of amateur call signs issued has been
related to the type of licence issued and hence the type of operating certificate held.

This article is about the amateur certificate and where relevant, mention is made of its connection with the licence and in some cases
the call sign. To include the changes in licence conditions and call signs before the introduction of the AOCP would be a much larger
task and this has not been addressed..

Experimenting with Wireless Communication goes back to the last century with the control of experimental licences to transmit following
a variable path. The Australian Government enacted the Wireless Telegraphy Act (October 1905) which placed the control of wireless
under the Postmaster Generals' Department (PMG) . This allowed the PMG to issue licences for amateur experimentation.

All wireless experiments ceased in August 1914 because of World War 1 and were not resumed until after June 1919.
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The First AOCP Certificate issued in 1924
(From the WIA History File)

Two new classes of certificate were introduced around 1946/1947. The old certificate was to be known as the Second Class Amateur
Operators Certificate but its new issue called for an upgraded Morse speed of 14 wpm. A higher level certificate known as the First
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Class Amateur Operators Certificate was introduced with a higher knowledge of radio and electrical theory and a Morse speed of 18
wpm.

The new First Class Certificate allowed the operator to increase the maximum input power into the final amplifier to 100 watts.

The two certificate classes lasted barely two years after which the qualification requirement reverted back to a single class certificate
with a morse speed of 14 wpm and which allowed operation with a maximum input power of 100 watts for all amateur stations.

Prior to 1947, the amateur licence was defined as the "Amateur Experimental Licence" . However in September 1947, advice was
received that redefined the licence as the "Amateur Operator's Licence", and replaced the two existing types of licence with a single

licence with a maximum operating power of 100 watts. Only one class of operator's certificate would be issued in the future called the
"Amateur Operators Certificate of Proficiency".

Cormmonwaalth of Austrella,
Postmaster-Genersl's Depertment,
Wireless Eranch,
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19th September, 1947,
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The conditions relating to the conduct of
experiments and transmissions by Experimental Station
Ligenseas, have been varied, as indicated herounder, by
a recant amendment te the Wireless Telegraphy Regulatlons.

"Experimental Station Licensees" will he
of ficially designated "Azateur Statlon Llecenseas®
and their Stations will be referred-to as
"Amateur Stations",

Only one class of licence will be issued instesd
of two as formerly. Irrespective of the elass of
licence and certificats now held, power not exceed-
ing 100 wotts moy now be used by all licensess.

It will be unpecessary for the existinp Class "B"
lieences to be srended in this regard.

Only one class of Certificete will be issved
instead of two as formerly. It will be lmown gs
the "Amateur Operator's Certificete of Froficiency".
No apendment to the exlsting Certilleatas will be
NECRSSATY .

4

| Tar Ghiéf.[‘;,r‘t‘;gwe {Wireiess)
The 1947 Licence Changes
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In June 1954, the Limited Amateur Operators Certificate (LAOCP) was introduced which called for the full theory qualification but exempt
for morse code. With this certificate, the limited operation was restricted to the VHF bands of 50 MHz and above. The Limited call sign
issued was initially VknZxx, with VknYxx, and VknXxx later added. The significant characters were the "Z", "Y", and "X".

THE WHEELS OF CANBERRA

In May, 1953, we informed you An imposition that we know will

that the Postmaster General's Depart-
ment had agreed to the issuance of
the Technician License, or as it is now
known, the “Amateur Operator's
Limited Certificate of Proficiency.”

In December, 1953, we recorded
our disappointment at the delay in
completion of machinery necessary

. to fully implement the scheme.

Now, we are happy io announce
that “the wheels of Canberra” have
completed their slow revolutions and
every last cog has been fitted into

 its assigned place. The resull may
" be read in “Amendments to the Wire-
" less Telegraphy Regulations CSR
1954 No. 50."

The self same document also re-
quires future applicants for both

- “AQCP” and “Limited A.O.CP.”

to pay one pound examination fee.

not in anyway dampen the enthus-
iasm of the genuine candidate.

To turn to the bright side of the
picture, we remind A.O.CP. candi-

. dates who failed in Morse Code only

since January, 1953, that they are
now eligible for Limited A.0.CP.
and should make immediaté applica-
tion, :
Many technically capable enthus-
iasts who lacked morse qualifications
now have the opportunity to show
their ability and keenness. Undoubt-
edly in the near future the vhi.
bands will become densely populated
by a new race of keen experimenters.
It is from the ranks of these” men
that the C.DEN. will draw most of
its personnel in future national emer-
gencies. So give them every en-
couragement chaps!
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE.

A 1954 Editorial from Amateur Radio advising
of the new Limited Operators Certificate
(From the records held by the WIA Historian)
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In 1958, the maximum power input to the final amplifier was increased to 150W, and this remained the limit until 10 years later, when a
maximum RF output power of 400W PEP (relevant to SSB operation) was introduced.

In 1967, the morse speed qualification was reduced from the existing 14 wpm to 10 wpm.

The Novice Amateur Operators Certificate (NAOCP) was introduced in 1975 with a lower theory qualification than the AOCP and a
morse qualification requirement of 5 wpm. With this certificate, the Novice operation was restricted to the 10, 15 and 80 metre HF
bands.The Novice call sign issued was VknNxx, the significant character being the "N". .

From 1980, operators with both the Novice and Limited certificate accreditations, were issued wih the call sign format of VKnJxx and
VknKxx, the significant characters being the "J" and "K". This was later called the "Intermediate Licence".

The requirement for a morse code qualification on the amateur bands was removed on January 1, 2004 and the morse qualification to
obtain an amateur operators certificate was eliminated.

In October 2005, the new classes of licence, the Foundation Licence, the Standard Licence and the Advanced Licence were introduced.
The Advanced Licence allowed operation on all amateur bands with RF power output limited to 120 watts continuous and 400 watts
PEP. The Standard Licence had some limitations on what bands were used and power output was limited to 30 watts continuous and
100 watts PEP. The Foundation licence had further band restrictions with power output limited to 10 watts on all permitted modes.

To qualify for these classes of operation, three new levels of operators certificate endorsed Foundation, Standard or Advanced were
introduced with three different levels of qualification . The existing Unrestricted (AOCP) and Limited (AOLCP) certificates were also
accepted for all levels of licence. The existing Novice (NAOCP) certificate was also accepted for the Standard or the Foundation licence.
The Novice Limited (NLAOCP) certificate was also accepted for the Foundation Licence. The new levels of licence are also defined in
the call sign format. Detail of this can be found in later additions of the Call Book under the heading "A Guide to Amateur Licensing and
Regulation".

Licensing Minimum qualifications reguired
option

Advanced Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency [Advanced)
(AQCP(AY); or

Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency {AOCP): or

Amateur Operator's Limited Cerfificate of Proficiency
(AOLCP).

Standard Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency {Standard)
{AOCP(S)); or

Movice Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency
{(NAQCPY: or

Novice Limited Amateur Operator’'s Certificate of
Proficiency {MLAQGP).

Feundation Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency {Foundation)
{ACCP{F)).

Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency (Advanced)
{AQGP{A)); or

Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficiency (AOCP); or

Amateur Operator's Limited Cerificate of Proficiency
{ACLCP): or

Repeater and | Amateur Operator's Cerificate of Proficiency {Standard)
Beacon (AOCP(S)); or

Novice Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proliciency
(NACCP); or "
Novice Limited Amateur Operator's Certificate of
Proficiency (NLAOCP}.

Certificate Qualifications for the various classes
of Licence commencing October 2005
(Chart from the WIA 2009 CallBook)

As the one time controller of telecommunications in Australia and the manager of licences issued for the radio spectrum, the PMG
controlled the issue of amateur radio licences and operators certificates for many years. The controlling agency is now the Australian
Communications and Media Authority and examination for Certificates is now greatly assisted by appointed members of the WIA.

Supervision of examinations for the Amateur Certificate was originally carried out by Radio Inspectors in the Radio Branch of the PMG.
However | can quote my own case where | was supervised by the Postmaster at Murray Bridge, including the examination for morse
code. In those days the postal staff were very efficient in operating the telegraph and reading the "click-clack" of the telegraph sounder.
The Postmaster could only read the sounder and | had learned to read keyed tone. | brought along a buzzer connected to a morse key
which he used to send morse to me and he opened up the telegraph line for me to send morse to him.
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