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Note The next general Meeting will be held on 
Friday 22nd August 

The second and fourth Friday or Saturday of 
each month will be social time at the Club 
house unless otherwise advised 

 

Diary Dates 
Next Business Meeting  Friday 22nd August 

What's New  

 

BARCFEST 2014 was held on Saturday 10th 
May . Thanks to all the supporters it was a very 
good success 

 

We had over 300 people pay their $7 entrance 
fee 

Members were given free access to the 
BARCFEST as normal .   

 

The Club return after expenses was up on the 
previous year so the function was certainly a 
very good result. 

 

The Club has been donated a large number of 
surplus components that can be quite useful to 
anyone making any project at the moment. 

We were given four large boxes full of 
components so if anyone wants any items 
please come along to one of our meetings and 
see what is available.  

Club Net Frequencies 
 Due to interference to the HF net on 28.450 MHz 
the following procedure has been adopted. 
If 28.450 MHz is not available, the first clear 
frequency in the following list will be used, 28.445, 
28.440, 28.455, 28.460 (i.e. down 5, down 10, up 
5, up 10) The starting time is 8:00 pm. 
On Wednesday nights the normal frequency of 
439.950 MHz will be used, This is a repeater and 
an input of 434.950 MHz will be used. The starting 
time is 8:00 pm. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 
  
Meetings are held on the 2

nd
 (social) and 4

th
 

(business) Fridays of each month at Rochedale Scout 
Den. 21 Rochedale Road Rochedale 
 
No meetings are held on the 2

nd
 Friday of January 

 or the 4
th
 Friday of December. 

 
Visitors are most welcome to come along and  
Sample our hospitality. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Subs fall due on the last day of August and must 
Be paid by the 4

th
 Friday in September  

 
Current Standard Membership fee is $20.00 
(Subject to any changes prior to 31

st
 August) 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

All correspondence (except for items for the Club 
newsletter) should be addressed to: 

 
The Secretary 
Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated 
P.O. Box 6106 
Upper MtGravatt 4122 Qld. 

 
Club Web Site  http://www.qsl.net/vk4ba 

 
Items for the Newsletter may be sent by mail to: 

 
QSP Editor 
. P.O. Box 6106 
Upper Mt Gravatt, 4122 Qld.. 
 
or, by Email to: 
 
vk4ba@qsl.net 

 
Deadline is 5pm Monday prior to the 2

nd
 Friday 

Each month except January. 
 

 

CLUB STATION NETS (VK4BA) 
 

 
28.450 MHz. SSB Mondays 2000 hrs Local 
439.950 MHz. FM Wednesdays 2000 hrs Local 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

PRESIDENT 
Kevin Dibble VK4ZR 
  
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Jim Kelly VK4HJK 
  
SECRETARY 
Ann Forbes VK4FAHR 
  
ASSIST-SECRETARY 
Keith Adams VK4XAK 
  
TREASURER 
Peter Holtham VK4COZ 
 
   
LIBRARIAN 
Peter Holtham VK4COZ  
  
PROVIDOR 
Bill Scheele VK4TWS    
 
REPEATER OFFICER 
Kevin Dibble VK4ZR 
   
 
STATION MANAGERS  (VK4BA) 
HF Bill Scheele       VK4TWS 
VHF/UHF Les Parker VK4SO 
 
PROJECTS CO-ORDINATORS 
 
To be announced   
 
AWARDS & QSL MANAGER 
To be selected 
 
PUBLICITY and LIASON 
Berwyn Kelly  
 
WICEN REPRESENTATIVES 
To be selected 
 
QSP NEWS EDITOR 
Kev Dibble VK4ZR   
 
CLUB EQUIPMENT OFFICER 
To be announced   
 
W.I.A. ACCREDITED EXAMINERS 
Les Parker VK4SO   
 
 
BARCFEST COMMITTEE 
To be announced   
 
 



BRISBANE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 23rd June, 2014 

 
The meeting was opened at 8.00pm by the President, Kevin VK4ZR.  Eighteen members were in 
attendance, as listed in the attendance book. The President’s review of the year is attached below. 
Apologies 
Frank VK4XK 
Terry VK4AAT 
Kevin VK4WA 
Renato VK4TNT 
Minutes 
The minutes of the 2013 meeting were read by the Secretary who moved they be accepted as a true 
record, second Kevin, VK4ZR, and approved. 
Business Arising 
None 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer VK4COZ presented his financial report for the year (copy available to members on 
request) and moved that it be accepted as a true position of the club’s finances. Seconded Les, 
VK4SO. The report was circulated to all members, and it was then approved. The Treasurer will now 
complete the forms for the QLD Office of Fair Trading. 
Office Bearers 
The President then declared all positions open and called for nominations, 
The following were elected to serve until May 2015: 
President   Kevin, VK4ZR 
Vice-President   Jim, VK4HJK  
Treasurer   Peter, VK4COZ 
Secretary   Ann, VK4FAHF 
Assistant Secretary  Peter, VK4ATC 
Providor   Bill, VK4TWS 
Librarian   Les, VK4FAEB 
Barcfest Organiser:  Organisation of BARCfest will be decided at a future Business Meeting, the 
location of which was briefly discussed (Salvation Army Hall, Calamvale vs Mt Gravatt Showground).   
Next year the website needs to be updated to show the start and finish times, and entry cost. 
The Business Meeting frequency of 4 per year has worked well, and will remain over the next year. 
Net Controllers:  70cm Les, VK4SO; 10m Bill, VK4TWS.  A new 2m net was proposed. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
President’s Report 
This last Year has been a very interesting time for our club.  Many things have happened and I have 
been kept very busy. Changing the meeting times to quarterly has helped quite a lot.  More time has 
been available to spend with club members enjoying practical activities. 
One of the notable activities has been coming to grips with what can be achieved with the number of 
TAIT Transceivers that have been donated to the Club.  Working out what were the differences 
between the models was a starting point.  Then the learning curve started when we decided to load in 
some channels into the sets that could be used on 70cms. 
My knowledge about TAITS could be written on to the top of a pin.  After getting some information 
about the various boards, then trying to find out how to program caused the learning curve to change 
quite dramatically.  There were a number of programs to select.  Some were DOS driven and some 
were Windows based.  After many attempts a suitable program was selected and programming was 
started. 
About this time it was necessary to find out how to assemble the items we had been given to produce 
a working Transceiver complete with a power plug.  Assembled front panel, Microphone and speaker. 
Quite a number of meetings were spent with members being trained to help assemble a working unit.  
As you can all remember what fun was had by all in this activity.  Eventually almost every member 
now has a working TAIT either with a mounted front panel or a remote unit. 
The number of members attending the Friday night or Saturday afternoon has greatly increased 
which is a very rewarding sign.  We must be doing something right. QSP Page 3 



The Club membership has been continuing to grow over the last twelve months with a number of 
members who did not have an amateur Licence.  This was soon rectified by a number sitting for the 
exam and qualifying. 
We are now ready to get serious with more training to assist a group of keen students to be prepared 
to sit for an exam and feel confident that they will pass. 
BARCfest was finally decided upon and an new venue selected and by now you all know how 
successful this was.  Even though we missed out getting an Ad on BARCfest into the AR Mag we still 
succeeded in getting more of the public along to this year’s BARCfest. 
It’s now time to consider what the future is about to bring. 
 
K. Dibble (President)   P Holtham  (Treasurer)  
I certify that the Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Inc. keeps financial records in a way that properly 
records the Club’s income and expenditure, and dealings with its assets and liabilities. 
 
 

Peter Holtham (Hon Treasurer, Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Inc.) 
 

BRISBANE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Business Meeting 23rd May, 2014 

The meeting was opened at 7.30pm by the President VK4ZR.  Eighteen members were present as 
listed in the attendance book.   
Apologies 
Frank VK4XK 
Terry VK4AAT 
Kevin VK4WA 
Renato VK4TNT 
Minutes 
The minutes of the last business meeting were read by the Treasurer Peter VK4COZ, who moved 
they be accepted, seconded Jim VK4HJK, and approved. 
Business Arising 
Peter VK4COZ proposed that term deposit be rolled over for 4-5months depending on best interest 
rates.  Les VK4SO seconded. 
Peter VK4COZ said the club had purchased a number of yagis for resale at no mark-up.  There were 
now two left for sale. 
No correspondence received. 
Financial Report 
The Treasurer tabled his report.  (please see attached)  
The opening balance as at 24 January was $xxxx.xx.  Petty cash was $xx.xx, Income total was 
$xxxx.xx.   The total income was $xxxx.00, made up of memberships, callbooks, yagis, Coax and 
BARCfest takings.   
Expenditure was $xxxx.94, made up of yagis, call books, insurance, magazines, stationery and 
postage, suppers, BARCfest expenditure and Bank fees.   
This left a net income of $xxxx.06. 
The balance sheet as at 23rd May, 2014 was a total of $xxxx.06.  
Financial details are available on request of member  
Treasurer moved his report be accepted and seconded by Jim VK4HJK, and approved. 
Correspondence 
The usual magazines have been received. 
Reports 
10m Net.  Bill VK4TWS reported everything going well, with more amateurs attending.  Attendance 6-
7.   Everyone now has vertical antenna, and Don VK4DS reported his was ‘loud and clear’. 
70cm Net.  Les reported usually 6-8, and sometimes more.  Problems have developed with repeater 
with occasional ‘noise’.                                                                         QSP Page 4  
 
 
 



General Business 
Taits. 
Kevin had taken possession of 64 Taits, which included power cords, speakers, etc.  These have 
been distributed amongst club members, and the rest are stored at the Club. 
Donation from Estate of George Nelson 
Kevin reported that the estate of past member, George Nelson donated $100 to the club.  A letter of 
thanks has been sent to his daughter, Ann.   
Foundation Course for Scouts 
Preparation not yet complete for approach to the Scouts. 
Foundation Course 
This is currently being worked on, and the Club currently has 2 students.   
Feedback on BARCfest 2014 
Webpage needs to be updated to show start and finish times, and entry cost. 
Les obtained quote of $1300 for 13 tables.  More discussion to occur. 
2m net 
Expressions of interest were discussed in having a 2m net starting at 7.30pm on Wednesday night 
preceding the 70cm net. Frequency of 146.550MHz was suggested.   More discussion to occur. 
Club’s 70cm Repeater (Antenna) 
The repeater has lot of static.  The antenna may have breaks in it and repair versus buy new was 
discussed. 
FM experiments on 10m 
This was discussed.  Bill VK4TWS planning to add FM testing (29.2m FM) to Monday night 10m net. 
President’s Report (attached) 
This was presented by Kevin VK4ZR. 
Thanks to retiring committee 
Norm VK4ANB gave a note of thanks to all who had served on BARC Committee for 2013, 
particularly the President and Treasurer. 
Meeting closed at 8.00pm   BARC President          

 
The following information is for candidates for Amateur radio exams 

There are 3 levels of license Foundation, Standard and Advanced 
The foundation exam consists of a 30 minute multiple choice answer examination of 25 questions 
requiring 18 correct answers for a pass. Also a practical test is taken which lasts around 15 minutes. 
The cost of the exam is $70.00 . If under 18 cost is $35.00 
The standard license consists of a 50 question multiple choice answer exam with a sixty minute time 
limit and a regulation exam with time limit of 30 minutes. 
The advanced exam is a 50 question multiple choice answer exam with time limit of 60 minutes. If 
you are upgrading from the standard license you do not have to sit for the practical or regulation test. 
For those people sitting for any exam should note the following 

1. Calculators may be used but NOT a calculator on a mobile phone 

2. Mobile phones must be turned off and placed on the table 
3. There is a 10 minute perusal time before each written exam 

4. Please read the instructions on page 1 of the test which tells you how to answer questions and 

correct any changes to the answers 

5. Do not write on the test paper, paper is provided for calculations etc 
6. If you need a toilet break the exam time continues during your absence 
7. A passport photo must be provided and signed on the front. No other photo id will be 

accepted. 

8. You can pay by cheque credit card or cash and you may also be asked for a couple of dollars 

or so to cover cost of the postage of the exams to wia by express post 
9. The accessor is not under any obligation to reveal details of the pass or fail result 

10. If you dispute an answer to a question there is provision for you to forward your claim to wia 

 

I hope that the above helps candidates prepare for the test/s and wish you well for the test 
Les VK4SO wia assessor # 4-012                                          QSP Page 5 



 

 

 

 

 

Can you guess what this is? Answer next month. 

 

 

REPEATER 
The club’s repeater is still having problems with noise at times. This is an ongoing problem 
and is intermittent.  It appears that the antenna may have an internal break as the problem is 

worse in windy weather. 

The problem is being investigated and we may have to obtain another antenna for the 

repeater. The club has a second repeater which has to be reprogrammed and it has a 50w 
output which should make reception of the repeater possible for those who cannot hear it at 

present. 

Seventy centimeters and above makes the antenna more critical. It requires the antenna to be 

well constructed and capable of operating at the required frequency. Some manufacturers 
offer several models of the same antenna which operate best at some part of the band. Some 

operate better at the high end and some at the low end of the band. So if you obtain a 70cm 

antenna check that it works best at the frequency you want to use. 

As there is a 5mhz difference between send and receive this can cause problems if the 

operating range of the antenna is too narrow. Try using a separate receive antenna to see if 
that improves the situation. 

Sometimes it is better to use a yagi/beam. These are more difficult to build but are worth the 

effort. Due to the short wavelength these antennas can be built that have a lot of gain but are 

critical in their orientation and the antenna can be fixed in that direction or utilize a rotator to 

enable operation in other directions. 
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The below diagram is for an active antenna for reception of vlf  

As you can see there are not many components. Kevin VK4WA has made a couple of these 
and they work really well. Contact Kevin for further information and url’s. 
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These 

would make a good club project. 

Other projects could include a 70cm yagi. A power supply to run a tait transceiver and so on. 

If you would like something added to the project list let one of the committee members know 
about it  

. Don’t make it too complicated as we don’t all have access to double sided pcb facilities or 

very difficult to find components etc.  

A good source of circuits that are easy to make is the column by Rev. George Dobbs and most 
of his items do not use a printed circuit board. This column is in Practical wireless which the 

club subscribes to. 

 

 
 

 

Club Equipment 

 
Les Parker VK4SO is the Equipment officer 

The radio club does have several pieces of equipment that can be loaned to members for a 

short time. I have been lax in not keeping this list up to date but hope to remedy that in the 
near future. 

A log is kept on who has what and if an item is needed we should be able to locate it if it is not 

at the club. Please don’t borrow some gear and pass it on to another member without 

recording the information in the book 
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The above item is from the South coast Amateur Group  newsletter.    QSP Page 9 



 

Magazines 
In July issue of QST is an article on how to homebrew a ribbon microphone. These were 

extensively used in Broadcast stations. 

Another item is using triangular waves to test and tune a linear amplifier. 
In the May issue of Practical Wireless there is a review of the Elecraft kpa500 linear amplifier. 

There is also an article on protective earthing and an article on a 3 digit voltmeter and 

numerous other articles.  

These magazines are in the club library talk to the librarian Les Neilsen. 

 

 
We should all have this outside our shack     
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