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Club Net Frequencies
Due to interference to the HF net on 28.450 MHz
the following procedure has been adopted.
If 28.450 MHz is not available, the first clear
frequency in the following list will be used, 28.445,
28.440, 28.455, 28.460 (i.e. down 5, down 10, up
5, up 10) The starting time is 8:00 pm.
On Wednesday nights the normal frequency of
439.950 MHz will be used, This is a repeater and
an input of 434.950 MHz will be used. The starting
time is 8:00 pm.

By now you should have received the email
about the Special Meeting to be held on 14th
June 2013.
As the Annual General Meeting could not be
held on Friday 24th May due to insufficient
members attending it has been necessary to
call a special meeting on 14th June 2013

What's New
Thanks to the club Members who turned up at
BARCFEST this year. I counted 21 Club members
who came along to make the setting up and
cleaning up of the venue a great success and easy
work load.
The use of wristbands to identify who had paid the
entry fee among the exhibiters and their helpers
seemed to be a success.
The attendance from the public was down on
previous years and this has resulted in a reduction
in the profit made by the Club.
The Club may have to consider weather to
continue holding BARCFEST or to have an
alternative method of raising sufficient finance to
keep the club going.
There have been a number of suggestions made to
try and overcome the problem of sufficient
members attending the Business Meetings. These
will be discussed at the next meeting.

This is assuming that a quorum will allow the
next meeting to be held.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

CLUB MEETINGS
Meetings are held on the 2nd (social) and 4th
(business) Fridays of each month at Rochedale Scout
Den. 21 Rochedale Road Rochedale

PRESIDENT
Kevin Dibble VK4ZR
VICE-PRESIDENT
Peter Forbes VK4ATC

nd

No meetings are held on the 2 Friday of January
or the 4th Friday of December.

SECRETARY
Peter Holtham VK4COZ

Visitors are most welcome to come along and
Sample our hospitality.

ASSIST-SECRETARY
Keith Adams VK4XAK

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

TREASURER
Les Parker VK4SO

Subs fall due on the last day of August and must
th
Be paid by the 4 Friday in September
Current Standard Membership fee is $20.00
st
(Subject to any changes prior to 31 August)

LIBRARIAN
Peter Holtham VK4COZ
PROVIDOR
Jim Kelly VK4HJK

CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence (except for items for the Club
newsletter) should be addressed to:

REPEATER OFFICER
Kevin Dalton VK4WA

The Secretary
Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated
P.O. Box 6106
Upper MtGravatt 4122 Qld.

STATION MANAGERS (VK4BA)
HF
Bill Scheele
VK4TWS
Les Parker
VK4SO
PROJECTS CO-ORDINATORS

Club Web Site http://www.qsl.net/vk4ba

Ron Everingham

Items for the Newsletter may be sent by mail to:

VK4EV

AWARDS & QSL MANAGER
To be selected
PUBLICITY and LIASON
Berwyn Kelly
WICEN REPRESENTATIVES
To be selected
QSP NEWS EDITOR
Kev Dibble
VK4ZR
CLUB EQUIPMENT OFFICER
Les Parker
VK4SO
W.I.A. ACCREDITED EXAMINERS
Les Parker
VK4SO
BARCFEST COMMITTEE
Les Parker
VK4SO

QSP Editor
. P.O. Box 6106
Upper Mt Gravatt, 4122 Qld..
or, by Email to:
vk4ba@qsl.net
Deadline is 5pm Monday prior to the 2nd Friday
Each month except January.

CLUB STATION NETS (VK4BA)
28.450 MHz. SSB Mondays 2000 hrs Local
439.950 MHz. FM Wednesdays 2000 hrs Local

BRISBANE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
BUSINESS MEETING 26 April 2013
The meeting was opened at 7:30pm by the President VK4ZR. Twelve members were present and two visitors as
listed in the attendance book
Apologies Frank VK4XK, Paul VK4FADG, Don, VK4DS
Minutes The minutes of the last business meeting were read by the Secretary VK4COZ and approved.
Business Arising Heliax cable has now been installed on the club repeater with improved results. Nothing
further has been done with George Nelson’s gear.
Financial Report The Treasurer tabled his report. The opening balance at the 1st April was $xxx.xx. The Mot
Gravatt show grounds trust was paid $xxx.xx for BARCFest, $6.00 was spent on stamps. Income was $68.00
table hire for Barcfest, plus $xxxx.xx was transferred from our term deposit account. The balance at the
meeting date was $xxxx.xx. The Treasurer moved his report be accepted, second Jim VK4HJK, and approved.
Correspondence The usual magazines have been received, AR, CQ. There were BARCFest bookings, with
receipts sent out. The Annerley PO Box has been cancelled and 2 keys sent back.
Reports 10m Net
weeks.
70cm Net

Bill, VK4TWS, reported the net is continuing to run well with 6 or 7 on most

The net has returned to the 70cm repeater with 5 – 6 people checking in.

General Business BARCFest is on the 11th May. The President will be sending a Newsletter indicating the jobs
to be done.
A phone call has been received offering DX150A receiver and a TS520 transceiver in Park Ridge. There as also
been another offer of a 30ft tower and triband yagi as a giveaway. Transport is required.
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.20 pm.
70 Centimetre Club Repeater
The Club repeater has been performing quite well since the feeder cable has been replaced
A few weeks ago the Repeater failed and ceased to operate.
A check of the repeater showed that it had been running on the back up battery as the main power
supply running off the mains had failed.
The Club’s other power supply used to run the Icom IC-706 MkII was used to power up the
Repeater.
Receiving tests showed an increase in the signal from the Repeater and when the Wednesday night
net was conducted it resulted in an improved performance with some stations able to work through
the repeater who could not previously do so.
The original power supply was taken away to be investigated to locate the reason for the failure.
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Repeater Power supply failure
A month ago the BARC Repeater on 439.950MHz failed. A check of the repeater
indicated that the 240 Volt to 13.8Volt power supply had failed.
A replacement power supply was fitted and the repeater burst back into life.
It was noted that the signal strength of the Repeater had showed an increase in the
strength.
The original power supply was taken home and when a suitable time was available it
was tested out. It was found that the power switch had gone open circuit, Another
switch was installed and the power supply once again started to work. The output
voltage was checked and found to be 13.6 volts. This explained that when the other
supply was installed it was adjusted to 13.8 volts. The 0.2 volt difference made a
change in the power output of the repeater sufficient to change the received signal at a
remote station.
The power switch was finally pulled apart to see what was the cause of the failure. A
photo of the internals of the switch is now shown.

First indication showed no obvious reason for the failure. I remembered that some
months ago the neon lamp in the switch had failed but did not appear to cause any
problem with the switch operation.
On examining the reverse side of the green section of the toggle switch showed a
different story.
The springs used for the toggle action were held in place by a moulded section on the
inner side of the green section.
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One spring had lost its moulded section which was destroyed when the neon lamp had
failed. This caused one spring section to loose its tension and the switch contact failed
to make a good contact resulting in the switch going open circuit. Examine the next
photo and you should see the hole in the rear section which should hold the spring in
position.

It is interesting to note that the power to light the neon is via the springs which are at
mains potential.
It shows that if you happen to notice a failure of the neon lamp be careful that the
switch may be likely to fail at a later time!!
Photos of BARCFEST 2013
Thanks to Peter VK4ATC we have a collection of photos that Peter took of some of the sights at
BARCFEST 2013.
Thanks to Berwyn (Murray Kelly’s wife) who is the Clubs Publicity Officer you may see more of the
Club in the WIA Amateur Radio Magazine.
Check out pages 39 and 40 of the June edition
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BARCFEST VENUE at the MT.GRAVATT SHOWGROUNDS

BACON and EGG BURGERS plus SAUSAGE, ONION ROLLS Available
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LES VK4SO and Bill VK4TWS at the entrance table to the top floor

VK4ICE Tables on the top floor
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The Kitchen where the food is prepared by the Salvation Army Volunteers

Amateur Radio historical Society Table with Peter Hadcraft serving
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BARC Tables plus Dave Prince table

Renato VK4TNT and Graham VK4
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Col VK4ACG and Bill VK4TWS down stairs

Ray VK4HRP Neil VK4HNS Kevin VK4ZR and Peter VK4PTR
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