(PIILITG)

LTS SMTE60 OIS E 67D
o WTHS PRILTEI.

&6 &@LU PLITHE) &6d
QUMEIGUAIDIHS 2 Hou (PRLTFI.
FHHSNSDSI LSS B &ms il
o GUILTGS PRIINE.
gl OFileuar sl Slpred AFliedliug
DHBEET 2 UTHS WPRILTFI.

Amb:

~oplyamb Sl &eor

Vol.2, No. 6 8 Pages Rs. 3; Rs. 60/- per year

aflfiggien, Hlafig0s 0, o engsE, Oains Aum - seumd afdelsTerEs T

ONMENT

aSSallOf

A News Paper for Exnora I nternational

67607 0l T6oT GlLoeooTL.  9yLbLImEIL I}

TOLERANCE
Let me be little Kinder,
Let me be little blinder
To the faults of those
around me.
-Edgar A.Guest.

Fortnightly (7th & 21st of every month) March 21, 2005

AWAKE, ARISE, TOIL AND TRIUMPH - SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

Will the ganges
and indusgo dry dueto
global warming ?

BECAUSE IT WILL MELT HIM ALAYAN
GLACIERS OF INDIA, CHINE & NEPAL :

“Environment Ambasador” in its issue
dated 21 February, had carried an Andytica
report on the Kyoto Protocol of the United
Nations on “climate change” due to
unmitigated emission of Carbon dioxide over
the earth and thereby causing “Global
Warming”. Itisknownto resultininundation
of the land by rising levels of the sea and
desertification dueto falling water resources.

Yet another threat voiced by expertsisthat
it will cause the Himalayan Glaciers to melt
and recede thereby causing initial floods in
the glacier-fed rivers and eventual drying up
of suchriversdueto lack of water . Thismay JIt]¢
beparticularly trueof theglacier-fedriversin u‘ﬁs ™
theregion of India, Chinaand Nepal according §

to WWF the Global Conservation Facility. ’*?'f,{?-:'

tl

Will the Ganges and -
thelndusgo dry? X

Presumably, the holy northern rivers of &=
India like the Ganges, the Indus and the |
Brahmaputhra which are glacier-fed have to
react to thisthreat of Global Warming . Asthe
watersdry up thismay result inthedrying up
of the numerous hydro-electric Power Generation e
Unitsintheregion and create an economic and social
crisisin the affected countries. o

The Photographs:

Thetwo photographsin this section, which carry
the status of the Himalayan Glacier at Mount
Kilimanjero asin 1941 and in 2004, vividly depict the
extent of melting in a period of little more than 60
years. At this rate the Glacier could run off and
become dry in about afew centuries. Why is this?

Trap and Treat Emission gases at source to
harmless alternatives.

Use plants and Processes that economise on fuel
consumption.

Bio-Fuelsinthe place of fossil and Mineral fuels.
Afforestation that can use carbon dioxide for
photo syntheses most part of the day.
Solutions may appear difficult and impractical. But
thethreat of Global Warming deservesto betackled
at any cost.

Another Tsunami? H
Could thisbe another Tsunami in the offing? May
be. Tsunami of course wasuninvited natural disaster.
But Global Warming is a consequence of conscious
Man-induced damning of the atmosphere with the
emission of Green House Gases (GHG) like Carbon
dioxide. The Kyoto Protocol wants to regulate that
all countries should reduce their GHG emissions by Oumflssr & @.
2008-2012, by at least 5.2% of their respectivelevels o
obtaining in 1990. Unfortunately there is no
consensus among countries on this. It has become a o
matter of prestige and contrasting positions between
the “Industrialised” and “Industralising” Countries o
astowho should burn fossil and petro chemical fuels

morefor their own economic progress.

The following is the list given in the “ Environment s ersliglu Quonf) Gaip Gedme.

Ambassador” dated 21% February:

Ahmadabad Civic Body
collects 2500 tonnes of debris
a day besides garbage

“NO ONE TIME DRIVE BUT ON-GOING
PROJECT” SAYS COMMISSIONER
Gopal Krishna, ToxicsLink, March 8

Unlike in other cities, where collection of debris, dust and
sand by aMunicipality isnot aregular ongoing operation asthe
collection of Garbage, theAhmedabad M unicipal Cor poration
(AMC) hasnot only started thisasadaily oper ation but alsotake
stepstoleve, sprinklewater and settlethedust asabuiltinroutine.
Itisjust about amonth that theproject ison and it needsto be
watched for theeffect on the City’sAir Pollution.

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) isworking overtime
on Operation Clean-Up - mopping up more than 50,000 tonnes of
dust inthelast 35 days. At aplot at the AMC’s main garbage dump
a Pirana, there are mounds of dust and sand — thisis one of the
sites where the civic body is dumping all that it’s collected so far.
Collecting dust — specifically sand and rubble — which has
gathered at road sides, public places, outside residential societies
and elsawhereisamajor initiative of the civic body, whichispart of
the ‘Cleaner, Dust-Free City Project’, initiated by Mukim, the
Municipal Commissioner.

In the last 35 days, 52,442 tonnes of dust has been collected
from acrossthe city. Specificinstructions have been givento gather
all the sand and rubble on the roadsides and elsewhere.

All 43 AMC ward offices have been provided with labourers
and atractor for Operation Clean-Up — gathering dust from roads,
streets, public and private premises and dumping them at the sites.

A daily record of dust collected is maintained, and senior AMC
officials said the civic chief monitors the figures regularly. On an
average, dmost 2,500-3,000 tonnes of dust — which doesnot include
garbage collected — is gathered daily. On 7" March alone 2,442
tonnes of dust was collected from acrossthe city. It istaken to the
BehrampuraWeight-Line— about akilometre and ahalf away —to
get the dust weighed.

While alot of it is dumped into landfill sites here, it is also
levelled on one-side of the plot using wheel-dozers and bull-dozers.
Water is sprinkled over it so that it settles, according to Jayantilal
Makwana, director, solid waste management and conservancy
servicesat AMC.

Insisting that thisisnot aone-timedrive but an on-going project,
Mukim said that thiswill haveto continue, along with other projects
like building footpaths and wall-to-wall roads. Thisisfor the first
time that clearing away dust has been taken up on such a large
scale. The only way to ensure that it stays is to continue with the
drive and create public awareness, Mukim added.
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Mr.Raghava Narayanan, the Sate President, Mr.S.S.Kumar, the Sate Treasurer,
Mrs.Jayarani, the Regional President, the Regional Secretary, Mrs. Shantha

Ramadossand Mr.Kaliaperumal.

Thanjavur Exnora
Innovators Club

TheNew Team installation of Exnoralnnaovators Club,
Thanj avur took placerecently.

RaghavaNarayanan, the State ExnoraPresident presided over
thefunctlon

He conducted acolourful pageantry and introduced the new
- Team to theaudience.

S.S.Kumar, the State Treasurer administered the oath of office
to the new Team.

M.Kdiaperumal, the State Secretary welcomed thegathering.
M rs.GJayarani, the Regional President and Mrs. Shantha
Ramadoss, theRegional Secretary felicitated the new team.

En. M. Arumugam the new President gave the acceptance
Speech.

Mrs.M.Rajeswari, the new Secretary proposed the vote of
| thanks.
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From, Mr.Raghava Narayanan, President,
Sate Exnora.
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We request Patrons, Exnorans and Members to appreciate
that this Newspaper will have to subsist only on
advertisements and therefore, request you to contribute or
procure Bulk bookings generously. An easy table with the
discounts applied is given hereunder for making the
choice :

3cols x6 Cms
3cols x5 Cms
3cols x4 Cms
2 cols x6 Cms

. for 24 issues Rs. 51840/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 29160/-
. for 24 issues Rs. 43200/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 24300/-
. for 24 issues Rs. 34560/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 19440/-
. for 24 issues Rs. 34560/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 19440/-
2 cols x5 Cms : for 24 issues Rs. 28800/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 16200/-
2 cols x4 Cms : for 24 issues Rs. 23040/- ; For 12 issues Rs. 12960/-

The Cheques may be made payable to “Environment Ambassador”

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

Print area full page 32 cms x 25 cms. Column width 5 cms and 5 Cols.

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS:

Rs.150/- per column x cm.
Premium front page : 50% Premium Back page : 30%
Discount for Bulk Booking:
20 % for 24 issues minimum 10 % for 12 issues minimum.

Classifieds:
Rs.200/- for first 20 words and Rs.10/- for every additional word.

Published by S.Sathyanarayanan on behalf of Environmental
Research and Entrepreneurship Foundation (ERE Foundation)
from Old No.42/New No. 20, Giriappa Road, T.Nagar, Chennai —
600017, and Printed by M. Ramesh Adityan at M/s Powerfull
Printers Private Limited, 74, Kannappan Street, N.M.Road,
Aminjikarai, Chennai-600029. Editor: S.Sathyanarayanan.
Office : Old No.42,New No.20, Giriappa Road, T.Nagar,
Chennai 600017. Tel : 52112299, 31039400,
email : env_ambassador@touchtelindia.net

Environmental Research and Entrepreneurship Foundation
(ERE Foundation) a charitable Trust.

THE MEMBERS ADVISORY BOARD :

OF THE TRUST ARE: Mr. S.P.Ambrose, IAS., (Retd)
Mr..S.Abhaya Kumar Mr. M.G.Devasahayam,

Mr.. M.B.Nirmal IAS (Retd)

Mr.. S.Sathyanarayanan

Dr. Sultan Ahmed Ismail

Mrs. Sulochana Ramaseshan
Mr.S.Saranathan

Mr.G.Dattatri, CMDA (retd)
Prof.S.Srinivasan, CMWSSB (Retd)
Mr. M.Kandasami,

B.Com, FCA,DISA.
Mr. Sivakumaran MBA.
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BEACH BEAUTIFIERS !

The Photograph
shows the 10
Exnora Beach
Beautifiers at the
Elliots Beach,
Besant Nagar,
donning the new
Uniform sponsored
by the Adyar Times
Charitable Trust
recently. Their old
ones were lost
along with their
total belongingsin
the Tsunami on
December 24",

AT I

A
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S
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M. Murugan of Exnora Naturailists Club and
the Exnora Life Guards at Elliots Beach , Besant
Nagar, spotted two nests of Olive Ridley Sea Turtle
eggs at the Elliots Beach on the morning of 10"
March, containing 138 and 152 eggs respectively.

The eggs were collected in an aluminium vessel and
were relocated in fresh nests near the Life Guards' Tent
(See Photographs).

Commencing from 15" January, they have relocated so
far 12 such Nests. Some of the rel ocated nests are expected
to yield nestlings shortly.

This time the nesting started late by about a month
much after the Tsunami. There were matching destruction
from poacherswho would not part with the eggs except for
ahigh price.

The predatorslike dogs and birds al so played their part
in the destruction of the nests.

LIOTS BEACH, BESANT NAGA

Safe hatching nests could not be created this time
because of lack of fishing netswhich were washed away
by Tsunami. Murugan and the Life Guards are waging a
relentless struggle to save the relocated eggs against all
odds and reach them to the sea after hatching.

Murugan has been involved in conservation of Olive
Ridley at the Eliots Beach for the past four yearsand hasto
his credit of having relocated and rehabilitated about 7
thousand hatchlings during the period.

Our News paper
will help promote
your busness

We wish your products and services
should also reach these levels and be
used by our readers.

“Environment Ambassador”, your
Newspaper, reaches various nooks and
corners of the state from Chennai to
KKanyakumari and various sections of
the people, every fortnight.

Please advertise your products and
Services in our newspaper.
Display Advertisement Rs. 150/
per Col x cm.

Send your Matter/Logo with the
size needed to “Environment
Ambassador”, at the address on
page-2 or e-mail.
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THE BEACH SCOPE:

Beautlfymg Ashtalakshml templé beach
at Besant Nagar

The Friends of Beach Exnora (FOB) is
inviting sponsors for cleaning and
beautifying theBeach a theAshta akshmi
Templein Besant Nagar.

TheEnvironment at ElliotsBeach :

Chennai Readers are aware that the
2t ]

Friends of Beach Exnora have been = —+ S

managing sponsored Projectsof Beach

Cleaning and LlfeGuardsaItheElllots4:‘El A
!u

Beach for the past several years. Elliots |
Beach cleaning is sponsored by M/s .
Adyar TimesCharitable Trust andtheLLife - = T
Guardsaresupported by M/sSri Krishna .
Swests. TheElliotsBeach which becomes 'x *“—
garbage ridden every day is cleaned =
spotlesdy inameatter of about 3to4 hours
each morning by 10 Beach Beautifiers.
TheLife Guardswho number 5 have acreditable
record of having saved 56 personsfrom drowning.

The Scene at Ashtalakshmi Temple Beach at
Besant Nagar:

After theTsunami, theenvironsof the Beach between
theAshtalakshmi Templeand theAnnai Velankanni
Church a Besant Nagar hasbecomeaveritabletrash
ground with unenviable conditionsof Sanitationand
Hygiene.

One photograph showsthe scene behind the Church
wherethe sand stretch has been totally encroached
upon by shopsand eateries causing moundsof trash

s

and garbage. Thesceneisno better inthe sand stretch
opposite the Ashtalskhmi Temple where
encroachments are getting on to greater scale day
after day. It isonly the Chennai Collector who can
clear the encroachmentsand arrange and linethem
up inanorder on the shore without obstructing the
seaview tothepilgrimsat both the shrines.

TheFriendsof Beach Exnoraisdesirousof gartinga
sustained Beach clean up programme there. The
Chennai Didrict Collector and the Tamilnadu Tourism
Department have requested the FOB to put in place
aprogramme similar to that existing in the Elliots
Beach aspart of wider effortsto upgradeAshtal skhmi

Templeasacentreof tourist attractionina
link up of templesand shrinesstarting from
the Mylapore Kabali Temple, Triplicane
Parthasarathy Temple, Ayyappan Tampleat
Adayar, Velankanni Church at Besant
Nagar, theArupada Veedu at Besant Nagar
and the Marundeeswarar Temple at
Thiruvanmiyur. TheProgrammeisproposed
to belaunched on Friday 25 March.

. Participatein asocial and cultural
| cause:

~ TheBeacha Ashtalakshmi Templeroughly
= measuresabout 100 metersx 300 meters,
= = and requires 5Beach Beauttifier working
= for about 3 to 4 hours every morning to
= keepit clean. Their wages at Rs. 1000/-

per month per person, Rs. 5000/- per
month , has to be sponsored on a regular basis.
Therewill aso beastart up expenditure of about Rs.
2500/- by way of Uniform and cleaning equipment.

TheContact:

TheFriendsof Beach Exnoragpped sto philanthropic
individuals and corporate bodiesto bear thiscost to
contributeto the better upkeep of Ashta skhmi Temple
Beach.

Contact for Details: S.Sathyanarayanan, President,
Friends of Beach Exnora, 61/29, First Main Road,
IndiraNagar, Chennai -600020, Tel.N0.52185352,
ande-mail: ssthyame _jayam@touchtelindianet.

Can peace

be earned by war?

Thefilmwas produced by noted film maker Anand Patwardhan, also aPeaceActivist. It
is a documentary which begins with the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of
the Nation, and roams about to show the horrorsin realistic depiction of the Nuclear Bomb
dropping in 1945 on Hiroshimaand Nagasaki of Japan, the Pokhran Nuclear Test by India

A film show at Elliots Beach

The Elliots Beach at Besant Nagar on the evening of 8" March was
host to an unusual freefilm show called “War and Peace” screened for
the benefit of a thousand curious spectators both elite and commoner
to bring home to them contrasting scenario of the world of war and of
peace. It was as part of an awakening campaign for “ Peace Activism”
to rid the world of the horrors and sufferings of a world torn of wars

and terrorism.

in 1998 and the retaliatory test by Pakistan and various other aspects to justify war for
Peacein theWorld. Thefilm depictsthat while at the Government level thewar effortsand
the defense preparedness are shown to be the justification for the opposite effect viz., “No
War”, the film also shows how the common men in people to people contact of these very

same countries swear against war and love to live in Peace and brotherhood. The clear
message of the film isthat Governments over react for Peace which cannot bejustified.

audience.

be earned by War.

After the film show, the Producer Anand Patwardhan engaged the audience in an
interactive discussion which mostly was in the nature of praise and appreciation by the

The film earned its popularity as it was banned 2 years ago and thereafter won many
awardsincluding the National Award for Best non-Fiction film.

A measure of the understanding of the message in the film can be gauged by the fact
that the ExnoraLife Guardswho watched thefilm out of curiosity, opined that Peace cannot
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WASTE TO ENERGY (WTE) OR REFUSE
DERIVED FUEL (RDF) PLANTS

2 CASES OF FAILURE SHOULD FOREWARN CHENNAI AGAINST ANY SUCH VENTURES

Inspite of consistent opposition by environmental groups to
the so called “waste to energy plants’, which are nothing but
incinerators and which merely convert solid waste into the
mor e har mful gaseous waste, New Delhi is going ahead with

an RDF Wasteto Energy Plant.

T.K. Ramkumar, Exnora International, March 15

two reports.

Even as Delhi high court is
probing WTE plant at timarpur

DELHI MUNICILPAL CORPORATION APPROVES ANOTHER

| Gopal Krishna, March 10 |

Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD)’s Standing Committee has
cleared two proposals for generating
power by utilising solid waste,
irrespective of the Delhi High Court
directive to Comptroller and Auditor
Genera of India (CAG) to probe the
Timarpur waste to energy scam and its
outcome. Thewasteto energy plant, is
technically known asthe refuse-derived
fuel (RDF) power generation plant in
Ddhi.

TheCaseof thefailed Timar pur Waste-
to-Energy (WTE) Plant:

TheTimarpur plantisinthenewsagain for
thewrong reasons. The Court had directed
the CAG to conduct aninquiry intothefailure
of the plant, which was imported from the
Danishfirm Volund Milijotecknik inthemid-
1980s. The plant, worth Rs 22 crores, was
Set upto generate power out of municipa solid
waste. But it failed to function well and was
eventually closed downin 1990.

A PublicInteregt Litigation (PIL) wasfiled
and in April 2001, the court directed the
Department of Scienceand Technology (DST)
to conduct anindependent inquiry andto name
those responsible for the plant’s failure.
The then Joint Secretary of DST, who carried
out the inquiry, failed to do so and instead
blamed theinability to follow ‘ organisationa
systemsand processes’ asthereasonfor the
breakdown of the plant.

The court did not buy that argument
and Chief Justice SB Sinhaand JusticeA K
Sikri had declared, “ Aninquiry could not have

been wound up by throwing theentireblameon
the system. No order should have been placed
for procurement of theplant unlessitsdutilitieswere
completely known.”

A fresh Leasedespite pendingjucicial
process:

Now without waiting for the outcome of
CAG'sprobe, MCD’s Standing Committee has
given nod to wasteto energy plantsin contempt
of the court’s order. Purportedly Aimed at
tackling the burgeoning problem of waste
management in the Capital, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi’s Standing Committeeon
8" March cleared two proposalsfor generating
power by utilising solid waste. Oneissetting up
of a15 MW power plant at Okhlaand another
isreviva of thedefunct Timarpur power plant of
Smilar capacity.

Underlining the need to urgently find waysto
make garbage auseful bye-product, theMCD
conducted studiesand opinionsweretaken from
expertsto find out waysto treat garbage and its
utilisation. Subsequently, it was decided to set
up power plantsthat would berun by utilising
huge amount of municipal solid waste (MSW)
generated on adaily basisinthe Capital.

The MCD has given a go-ahead to the
consortium of Andhra Pradesh Technology
Deveopment & Promotion Centre(APTDC) and
thelnfrastructure Leasing & Financial Services
Limitedto crestean integrated MSW processing
project at Okhla under public-private
partnership. The Rs.80-crore project will
generate 15 MW power, which will be sold to
the Power Trading Corporation. It hasalso been
decided torevivethe Timarpur plant established
In 1987 for generation of power fromMSW.

Hereisanother report about a similar plant in England which
isbleaching lar ge volumes of Dioxinsand Furans. Will Chennai
lag far behind in such harmful ventures?? Arewe all just going
to sit back merely get gassed into oblivion? Please read on the

20 yearsold RDF plant in
UK belchesdioxin, furan, ash
and smokein plenty

LESSONS TO LEARN FOR THE CITY
MANAGERS OF THIS COUNTRY
| From: Val & Ralph Barton , March 14|

RDF hasbeen burnt in Byker Newcastle upon Tyne UK for
20 yearsand had been proved to be expensive, pollutingand a
dangerouswaste of energy Plant.

When it wasbuilt it was called “ State of the Art”.
been closed down now.

Thetown Council put someof theincinerator fly & bottom
onto allotment garden pathsand park pathscallingit recycling
and saved landfill fees. Thelicence onthe other hand had said
that theash must gotolandfill inacovered container soasnot to
be dispersed. Theashwastested by Ergo Labsin Germany and
foundto behighly toxic.

Newcastle University decided that 5ng/kg the Belgium
intervention leve for dioxinswould be used asthetarget level
because the UK did not have alimit measure for dioxinson
land.

Only 2,000 tonnes of ash was admitted to having been put
onat leastin44 sitesover aperiod of six years.

Massive contamination with dioxins/furanswasfound and
consi derabl e contamination with heavy metals.

Thefirst round of testsin 2000 showed dioxin/furanlevelsto
be4,224ng/kg, 2,015ng/kg, 16ng/kg, 35ng/kg, 88ng/kg, 440ng/
kg, 373ng/kg, 3,535ng/kg, 636ng/kg, 2,521ng/kg etc, etc
Thesecond round of testing in 2001 found 3,535ng/kg, 5,600ng/
kg, 7,700ng, kg and to capit all 9,500ng/kg of dioxing/furans
Theallotment gardens next to and downwind of theincinerator
wasnot given any ash but it had adioxin/furaninsoil measure of
1,310ng/kg.

Thishad the same Byker pattern of contamination astheash
on pathsin other allotments but remember that thisallotment
gardenwasnot given ash.

Youwill find moreinformation on the CommunitiesAgainst
Toxicswebb-steand www.cank.org.uk Or key wordsDr. Tanja
Pless-Mulloli, Campaign Against the Incineration of Refuse,
Newcastle upon Tyne, Newcastle Universty, Byker Incinerator
Ash Good hedlthtoyoual, Va Barton.

It has

PLEASE WRITE TO US IN BRIEF WITH PHOTOGRAPHS
ON ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS AND NEWS IN YOUR AREAS SO THAT

OTHERS COULD KNOW ABOUT YOU
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MATTER OF LIFEAND HEALTH

Sem Cdlsin Umblical
cord blood i1s“ Panacea”
of thefuture

March 21, 2005

MAIDEN PRIVATE “CORD BLOOD BANK”
LAUNCHED AT CHENNAI

In our attempt to tread the unfamiliar path of
Biological Sciences, “ Environment Ambassador” in
itsissue dated 19" December 2004, produced a Tamil
articleon“Embryonic Stem Cells” out of information
digested from various sources. Similarly, in theissue
of March 7, it also carried a write up in Tamil on
“Cochlear Implant” and “Audio Brain Stem Cell

(ABS) Procedure” based on stem cells relating to

correction and cure of total or partial deafness.

On 5" March, Citizensof Chennai werewitness
to the launch by Mr. S.S.Barnala, the Governor of
Tamil Nadu, of amaiden venture of private banking
and storage of Umblical Cord Blood, the stem cells
from which, could later be used to treat genetic
(heriditory), haematologic (Blood) and Oncology
(Cancer) disorders, inthe sameindividual, or related
or even totally unrelated persons.

But the venture would, however, dedicate the
facility to store cord blood for use by the same
person or hisor her family members.
Theventureby Indian Company:

The venture is Chennai-based Asia Cryo-Cell
private Limited with licensing arrnagement from
Cryo-Cell International, USA. The venture is
promoted by Mr. S.Abhaya Kumar of M/s Shasun
Chemicals and Drugs, a leading bulk drugs
manufacturer.

Factsabout Cord Blood Stem Cells:

Envioronment Ambasador shareswithitsreaders
relevant information about this biological break-
through in the treatment of diseases and ailments.
e Stem cells in Blood are self-renewing cells

constantly producing/replacing the life

components such as Red Blood Cells, Platelets,

Basophils-eosionphils-Netrophils-Monocytes,

B-Cdlls, T-Cellsetc.

Stem Cellsare availablein Bone Marrow.

But Stem Cellsin umbilical cord blood is more

primitive than those found in bone marrow.

e Therefore, during transplant or grafting , they
carry lower incidence of “rejection”, which is
called Graft VersusHost Disease (GVHD).

e Umbilical cord blood is what remains in the
umbilical cord and the placentaafter thebaby is
delivered. This is normally thrown away after

being cut and with it goesarich source of stem

cellsthat are more precious.

e Thiswill now be harvested and stored and not
thrown.
e Onceharvested, cord blood ispreserved at — 195

degrees C.

e It has been successfully used to treat a variety
of diseases and ailments.

Culling stem cdlls from embryos
becomes controversial asitkillsthe
embryo. Using adult stem cellsisan
alternative but it hasmoreproblems.
Stem cellsfoundintheumbilical cord
blood is the best aternative. But
banking cord blood stem cells in

¢ Indiaismade possible by the recent
. entry of Reliance Life Sciencesand
. of AsiaCryo-cell Private Limited.
The facility, is expected to be fully
. 4 functional by December thisyear.
= " Benefits: Perfect TissueMatch
| - (NoRisk of Rejection) is
Redundant:
While a perfect tissue match (6/
6_ or 5/6 match is must for bone
marrow transplantation, matchesas
good as 4/6 are more than sufficient
with cord blood. Stringent tissue
match is hence aredundant issue.

The other advantages of cord blood are “ off the
shelf “ availability, no risk to donor and alow rate of
viral contamination etc.

Although the cord blood stem cells can be
transplanted to adults, two main factors determining
the success of such transplantation are the weight
of the adult and the quantity of stem cells
transplanted.

According to Dr.Saranya, its Medical Director,
the Asia Cryo-Cell intends to collect, prepare and
store cord blood for a fee. It has plans to have
collection centresother thanin Chennai. Each sample
will be splitinto two and separately stored in Chennai
and in another city, by way of abundant safety.
Plans are also afoot to store even samples infected
with hepatitisand malaria, quarantine them and allow
only own use. But any sample found to be HIV
positivewill berejected.

A pricetopay:

It could cost around Rs.60,000 to store cord blood
for 21 years on a one time payment. Installment
optionsarealso availablebut would cost more. Free
storage for some poor patients and concessions for
some categories of people are also planned.
According to Dr.Saranya this is a best form of
biological insurance and asmall priceto pay for the
child’sand thefamily’sfuture well being.
Immensepotential

With every passing day, scientists are finding
more and more diseasesthat can becuredby stem
cell transplantation. And it isanybody’s guesswhat
it would be like ten or fifteen years hence.

Every birth provides an opportunity to save
another life. It istimethe Government is seized of
this issue and start public cord blood banks. Only
such public cord blood banks can provide a
repository for unrelated cord blood donation.

ALAM

THE LAW TAKES ITS COURSE:
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S.C. CLOSES INDUSTRIAL
UNITS FOR FAILURE OF
MANDATORY ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE

Law Chronicle01-14 Mar ch, 2005

New Delhi —A Bench of the Supreme Court comprising Justice
Y.K.Sabharwal and Justice PP.Naolekar hasordered closure of 218
industrial and mining units across the country for not taking the
mandatory clearance under the Environment Protection Act.

The Bench passed the order on Feb. 21 , on a petition filed by
the Goa Foundation alleging that hundreds of Industrial unitswere
operating in the country without environmental clearance.

The petitioner said the 218 unitsout of which 70 in theindustry
sector were spread across Rajasthan, Haryana, Tamil Nadu,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Karnataka, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Goa and Himachal Pradesh. Apart
from the mining units, theindustrial units were mainly engaged in
the production of asbestos, bulk drugs, finished leather, pesticides,
chemical dyes, electro plating and distilleries. It said that though
the issue had been brought to the notice of the Union Government
repeatedly, no action had been taken to ensure compliance with the
provisions of the Act by these Units.

Expressing serious concern, the Bench pulled up the Centrefor
not taking such an important issue seriously. Its affidavit on the
issuewas morein the nature of comprising aformality and far from
complying with the court directions. The questionsraised by the
court had not been answered fully.

On the letters written by the Union Ministry of Environment
and Forests to the State Governments, the Judges said the Centre
was not powerless to ensure compliance by the industrial units
with the environmental laws, particularly the Environmental
Protection Act, 1986.

“Under these circumstances we direct the Government of India
to issue requisite orders within 10 days directing the closure of
defaulting Units”.

TheBench further directed the centreto file acompliance report
of its order. It aso directed the State Governments to strictly
comply with the directions regarding the closure of theindustries
operating without obtaining themandatory environmental clearance.

“JUDGEMENTSIMPROVING
COMMON MAN’'SLIFE ARE
ATTEMPTSAT SOCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION” —BARNALA.

Law Chronicle 01-14 March, 2005.

Chennai The Tamil Nadu Governor, S.S.Barnala, released at a
function the biography of S.Mohan, former Judge of the Supreme
Court, on Feb.17.

Speaking at the function, he said that the judges needed to be
social reformers since judgmentsthat improved the common man’s
life were nothing but attempts at social reconstruction.

He also said that judges should have erudition, judicial
perception and good mannersto dischargetheir functions effectively.
They should also possess an analytical mind to tackle challenges
inthe field of law.
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NAGAPATTINAM EXNORA INNOVATORS CLUB

| nter national Womens' Day (IWD)
at Nagapattinam

The world international
women’sday was celebrated
by over 600 women all
affected by Tsunami stayingin
the six temporary sheltersin
Nagapattinam, in a unique
manner. Those women and
girlswho had passed through
one of the worst natural
calamitiesin the recent past,
took part in the rangoli
competition organizedfor them
by the Nagapattinam Exnora
Innovatorsclub.

Their determination,
confidenceand spirit of never-
say-dietoresumenormal life
despite the many severe
problems was a shining
exampleof the best qualities
for which women the world
over have been congratul ated
sadMr. V.Ganapathy Advisor,
Tiruchi district Exnora. All the
arrangements for the
competitions were made by
Mr.V.Murthy, President,
Mr.G.Selvam secretary and

other membersof theclubin
Nagapaitinam.

Mr.Murthy said that so far
the Exnora International has

conducted 15 skillS
Development  training
programmes on alternative
livelihood for the affected
families. Itwasdsodeveloping
a model waste management

centreinthe Tsunami hit aress.
Many participantsthankedthe
Exnora for the wonderful
opportunity provided for them
to show their talents and
proving that they were very
keento get back tonorma life
overcoming the problemsthey
hadtofaceinthePogt Tsunami

days.

THE LAW TAKES ITS COURSE:

Abusive language against superior
ENOUCH GROUND FOR DISMISSAL OF WORKER

Law Chronicle 01-14 M ar ch, 2005.

New Delhi :A Bench of the Supreme
Court comprising Justice N.Santhosh Hegde,
Justice Tarun Chatterjee and Justice
PK.Balasubramanyan, on February 22, has
held that the use of abusivelanguagein office
by an employee or workman against hisboss
or superior without provocation could be a
ground for dismissal of service. The Bench
quashed the order of the Division Bench,
Single Judge of the Bombay High Court and
that of the Labour Court to the extent that it
set aside the order of dismissal and re-
installment and upheld the order of the
disciplinary authority dismissing the
respondent workman from services.

The Bench alowed acivil appeal filed by the
Mahindra against a judgment of the Bombay
High Court and said “ Punishment of dismissal
for using abusive language cannot be held to be
disproportionate”.

Justi ce Santhish Hegde, writing thejudgement
for the Bench, said “It is no doubt true that after
introduction of Section 11A in the industrial
Disputes Act, certain amount of discretion is
vested with the labour court/ Industrial Tribunal
in interfering with the quantum of punishment
awarded by the Management where the
concerned workman is found guilty of
misconduct. They said area of discretion has
been very well defined by the Division Bench
of the High Court.

araiefiyaiOenit. Gbundly \ ENVIRONMENT Ambassador

Alternative skills
In ECO-Friendly
bag making

Mr.V.Ganapathy, Advisor, Trichy District Exnora
is organizing through the GARLANDS SERVICE
SOCIETY, TRICHY dternative skillstrainingon Eco
Friendly bag making for Tsunami affected between
14th to 16th March at Polytechnic (Kadambadi)
Nagapattinam.

All the 30 traineeswill bewomen. They will aso
beimparted training in Eco-Friendly paper products.
The training would also discuss marketing of the
products made by thesetrainees after thetraining.

The scope isto increase the earning capacity of
these victimsof Tsunami whilethey await effortsat
their permanent rehabilitation and resettlement.

PERMANENT
SHELTERSAND SWM
AT TSUNAMI RAVAGED
PAZHAYAR

G Subramanian, President, Trichy Exnora March 11, 2005.

BHAKTHI VEDANTHA HOSPITALS, Mumbai
working along side Tiruchi District Exnora in the
rehabilitation and resettlement of Tsunami victims
of Pazhyar village, are purchasing 2 acres of land
for construction of 52 permanent dwelling unitsin
thel phaseof relief. Arrangementsare being made
to purchase outright theidentified land at Pazhayar.

On the Solid Waste Management front, the
Garbageto Manure Shed at Valady has shaped very
well and earned appreciation from District
Administration. Valady Village Exnora is also
planning for other infrastructural facilities like @)
Public Library b) Computer for the Panchayat
Office, © aPrimary Health Centreaswell astoilets
for al the households.

Another Garbage to Manure Shed is nearing
completion at the Sewage Tank Area near Sippy
Theatre in Trichy, which will take care of al the
Garbageof Thillainagar, Tiruchy and the Corporation
Commissioner is lending us useful support in this
project.
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