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Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 

 

 

 

http://www.qsl.net/sterling/VA_QSO_Party/QSOParty.htm  

Gordon Miller, NQ4K Mark Travis, KI4OBT  John Huggins, KX4O 
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Appreciation 

Å Hams Everywhere 
ï For enthusiastically participating  

 

Å Members of SPARC 
ï Committee Members 

ÅDick, W2YE, for rules and club station 

ÅDon, K7CS, for plaque management 

ÅHenry, K2BFY, for electronic scoring and publicity. 

ÅBill, KJ4VTH, for scoring management 

ÅGordon, NQ4K, Mark, KI4OBT, and John, KX4O for presentations to clubs. 

ÅJohn, KX4O, for assistance with scoring and graphics 

ï Presentation Team 

ï All members for  
ÅK4NVA operation 

ÅAdvice, and  

ÅLog scoring 

 

Å Plaque Sponsors 
 

Å Manassas Hamfest: Time and space for Awards Ceremony 

 Topics 
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Topics 

 

ÅRules 

 

ÅMeta-Analysis of the 2011 QSO Party 

 

ÅAll Time High Scores 

 

ÅDescription of Certificates 
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SPARC Members 

Dick, W2YE 
Henry, K2BFY 

Ray, KD4RSL 

Kevin, W4KLS 

Mark, KI4OBT 

Gordon, NQ4K 

Jim, AF4MO 
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2011 VQP 

K4NVA Operation 

Operators: 

Bill, WF1L Gordon, NQ4K  

Kevin, W4KLS  Jim, KF4PQL  

Don, K7CS  Dick, W2YE  

Kevin,WB0POH  John, N3QT  

Jim, AF4MO  Ray, KD4RSL  

Eric, AJ4LN  

 

Visitors:  

Paul, K4PDF  Bud, W4KSN 
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2011 VQP 

 Kay Craigie, N3KN, QSL Card 
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2012 Rules 
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2012 Rules 

Objective and Dates 

To promote amateur radio activity in the 95 VA 

Counties and 39 VA Independent Cities. 

Saturday, 17 March, 1800 UTC (2:00 PM local VA) 

Monday, 19 March, 0100 UTC (9:00 PM local VA) 

    

Sat 17 Mar 1400 UTC ï  Sun 18 Mar 0200 UTC 

     (Saturday, 10 AM ï 10 PM local)  

Sun 18 Mar 1200 UTC ï Sun 2400 UTC   

     (Sunday, 8 AM ï 8 PM local) 

Change: New hours for 2012 



9 
20111117_2012_VQP_PreBrief_v2 

2012 Rules 

Entry Categories 

 OP Categories     Station Categories 
  Single OP     Fixed Station 

  Multi OP / Single Trans     Mobile 

  Multi OP / Multi Trans     Expedition  

  Power Categories    Band Categories  

  High (> 150 w)      Multi-Band  

  Low (150 w or less)      Single Band  

  QRP (5 w or less) 

  Mode Categories 

  Phone (SSB/FM)    

  CW    Club Entry  

  Digital (RTTY/PSK) 

  Mixed  
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2012 Rules 

Valid Contacts 
 
ÅVA stations work all stations. 
 
ÅOut-of-State stations work VA stations only.  
 
ÅWork fixed stations once per band/mode.  
 
ÅWork VA Mobiles and Expeditions in each VA County or 

Independent City from which they operate. 
 
ÅStations on County or Independent City lines count as one 

QSO and only one County/Independent City multiplier.  
 
ÅMobile and Expedition stations use sufffix in callsign. 
 
ÅSatellite contacts allowed.  
 
ÅNo cross-mode or repeater QSO's.  
 
ÅSpotting nets, DX clusters, etc., may be used to locate other 

stations - no self-spotting permitted.  
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2012 Rules 

Exchange 

ÅQSO number and QTH  
ïVA County or Independent City for VA stations 

ïState, Province or DX Country for others 

 

ÅVA Mobile and Expedition Stations log QSO's by VA 

Independent City or County of operation.  

 

ÅIdentify all QSO's with band, mode, sequential QSO number 

sent/received and date/time of contact in UTC.  

 

ÅPlease follow standard contest practices by making and 

responding to "CQ VA QSO Party" calls.  

 

ÅMultiple Transmitter stations may maintain sequential QSO 

numbers independently for each transmitter. 
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2012 Rules 

Scoring 

ÅQSO Points 
ÅPhone  1 pt 
ÅCW 2 pts 
ÅDigital  2 pts 
ÅVA Mobile 3 pts 

 

ÅMultipliers 
ÅMultipliers are only counted once.  VA Station multipliers are  
ÅVA counties and independent cities 
ÅUS States 
ÅCanadian Provinces   
ÅDX Countries 
ÅNo  DX multiplier for US (including AK, HI), VA and Canada 

 
ÅMobile / Expedition stations that contact 10 or more different stations 

while operating from a county or independent city may claim it as a 
multiplier, if not otherwise worked.  
 
ÅOutside of VA station 
ÅVA Counties and Independent Cities 
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2012 Rules 

Scoring 

ÅBonus Points 
 
ÅVA Mobile and Expedition stations: 100 points for each VA 

County/Independent City from which they log a valid QSO. 
 
ÅContact with K4NVA: 500 bonus points  (one time only) 

 

ÅFinal score  
 

QSO Points   X   Multipliers   +   Bonus Points  
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2012 Rules 

Entries 

ÅFixed, Expedition, and Mobile operations will be considered separately.  

ÅPlease submit separate logs.  

 

ÅMultiple OP stations should indicate all OPs by name / call sign. 

 

ÅElectronic (preferred) or paper logs, summary and dupe sheets (200 or more 

QSOôs) are required for all entries.  

ÅThe summary and 'dupe sheet' requirements are waived if recognized 

contesting software is used.  

 

ÅFor Club Competition purposes, be sure to indicate club name on summary 

sheet and log.  

 

ÅSubmit entries by April 15, 2012 by mail to the VA QSO Party, Call Box 599, 

Sterling, VA 20167 or by email to vqp@verizon.net. 

 

ÅA $1.00 donation to help defray the costs of printing and mailing is 

encouraged. 
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2012 Rules 

Awards 

 

ÅAll participants submitting a log will receive a certificate. 

 

ÅPlaques are identified on the contest web site. 
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2012 VQP 

Plaques and Sponsors 
Plaques for Virginia Stations 

Virginia Single Operator High Power North Shenandoah DX Association 

Virginia Single Operator Low Power Don Sambol, K7CS 

Virginia Single Operator Phone High Power Shenandoah Valley ARC 

Virginia Single Operator Phone Low Power Joe Palsa, K3WRY 

Virginia  Single Operator Phone/Mixed QRP Alexandria Radio Club, W4HFH 

Virginia Single Operator CW QRP Randy Drake 

Virginia Mobile Multiple Operator Kevin Stuart, W4KLS, in memory of Howard Stuart, W2VWK  (SK) 

Virginia Mobile Single Operator George Marsh, K4GAM 

Virginia Expedition Alamance Amateur Radio Club, K4EG 

Virginia Club Combined Score Vienna Wireless Society 

Virginia Club - Virginia QSOs Only John Huggins, KX4O 

Multiple Operator Single Transmitter Station Mark Travis, KI4OBT 

Multiple Operator Multiple Transmitter Station Central Virginia Contest Club 

Plaques for any Single Operator Station 

Single Operator CW High Power Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

Single Operator CW Low Power FISTS QSL Bureau 

Single Operator VHF Only Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society 

Single Operator Novice/Tech/Rookie Richmond Amateur Radio Club 

Single Band  Vienna Wireless Society  

Single Operator Virginia Counties/Independent Cities Contacted Franklin County ARC 

Single Operator Digital Mode  Chris Walter, KI4CBF 

Plaques for Single Operator stations Outside of Virginia 

Outside Virginia Single Operator Alexandria Radio Club, W4HFH 

Outside Virginia  Phone/Mixed QRP Dave Williams, K7HMP 

Outside Virginia Single Operator CW QRP Virginia QRP Society 

Plaque for a Single Operator DX station (outside US and Canada) 

DX Station  North Shenandoah DX Association 



17 
20111117_2012_VQP_PreBrief_v2 

Log Metadata Analysis 
and 

QSO Analysis 
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2011 Scoring Party 

Henry, K2BFY; Bill, WF1L; Don, K7CS; Red, N3TG; Gordon, NQ4K; Eric, AJ4LN: Dick, W2YE; and Paul, KK4AIA. 
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Log MetaData 

Year 

No of 

Logs 

2011 358 

2010 341 

2009 364 

2008 336 

2007 353 

2006 279 

2005 170 

2004 138 

2003 142 

2002 124 

2001 110 

License 

Class 

200

5 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Extra 103 170 229 210 224 213 214 

Advanced 8 17 12 11 9 10 10 

General 32 47 71 67 81 70 83 

Tech 11 20 5 11 16 14 10 

Club 4 4 11 13 11 10 6 

Other 11 21 23 24 23 24 35 

2nd highest ever. 
Extras are the norm 
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Log MetaData 

Mode 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

CW 22 39 43 54 66 41 52 

Mixed 148 98 117 110 90 88 96 

Phone 0 140 187 169 204 208 205 

DG 0 2 6 3 4 4 5 

Scores 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

High 803,540 523,382 934,990 944,597 1,097,159 1,178,532 608,100 

Average 17,287 17,235 16,975 18,483 18,669 21,910 24,099 

Median 2,964 3,990 2,109 2,515 2,570 2,976 4,300 

Low 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 (6x) 

CW is up  

Donôt know what to say. 

Effectively no 

Digital 
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Power 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Hi-Low 155 260 330 

High 73 80 66 73 

Low 238 263 248 256 

QRP 15 19 23 25 21 25 29 

Most hams use 

low power. 

Station 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Fixed 145 220 310 291 311 295 312 

Mobile 24 55 39 37 47 43 39 

Expedition 1 4 4 8 6 3 7 

       Total 170 279 353 336 364 341 358 

Log MetaData 

Few 

Expeditions 
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Log MetaData 

# Operators 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

1 263 333 315 350 318 337 

2 8 7 15 6 9 6 

3 4 2 3 4 4 

4 5 4 1 1 2 3 

5 1 1 1 

6 1 1 1 2 

7 1 1 

8 2 1 2 

9 1 1 1 

10 1 1 

11 2 

13 1 2 1 

15 2 

Multi-Ops 16 19 21 14 21 21 

Multi-Ops 

still 

popular 
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Log MetaData 

Band 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

All 133 201 266 265 273 260 284 

SB(160M) 1 

SB(80M) 3 6 20 13 16 9 4 

SB(40M) 11 13 27 21 27 38 37 

SB(20M) 4 11 16 18 18 11 13 

SB(15M) 1 

SB(10M) 1 2 1 

SB(6M) 0 1 1 

SB(2M) 2 24 9 20 15 12 

SB (1.25M) 1 1 

VHF Only 15 23 14 4 9 6 5 

Hams chase 

 propagation 
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Log QTHs 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Not VA 60 97 143 128 137 102 108 

VA 110 182 210 208 227 239 250 

Total 170 279 353 336 364 341 358 

Canada     6 

DX          10 

States       92 

VA          250 
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Log QTHs 

DX 

DX QTH 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Argentina     1       

Azores       1     

Columbia 1 

Curacao 2 

Czeck Rep 1   1 1   1 

England           1 1 

Germany 1 1   2 1 1 1 

Hungary 1       1 1 

Italy   1   1     

Jamaica 1 

Japan       1     

Lithuania         1 1 1 

Netherlands 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Paraguay         1   

Poland         2 1 2 

Portugal   1 1 1 1 1 

Spain     1       

Sweden           2 

Ukraine     1   1   
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Logs from US and Canada 

QTH 0
5 

0
6 

0
7 

0
8 

0
9 

1
0 

1
1 

AL 1 3 1 3 2 3 2 

AZ 2 3 5 1 1 

AR 1 1 

BC 1 2 1 4 1 

CA 1 3 7 1 3 2 3 

CO 2 2 1 

CT 1 2 1 

DE 1 1 1 2 

FL 3 7 6 7 8 5 9 

GA 2 6 4 4 3 3 

IA 1 1 1 

ID 1 

IL 1 3 2 4 4 5 3 

IN 1 4 3 2 2 1 1 

KS 2 3 1 2 4 2 

KY 1 2 2 2 3 1 1 

LA 1 1 1 1 1 

QTH 0
5 

0
6 

0
7 

0
8 

0
9 

1
0 

1
1 

OK 2 1 1 

ON 3 5 9 8 5 3 4 

OR 1 1 1 

PA 4 3 6 1
0 8 1

2 
1
5 

RI 1 1 2 2 2 

QC 1 3 1 1 1 2 

SC 1 1 1 2 

SD 1 3 1 

SK 1 1 1 3 3 

TN 2 6 4 4 7 8 5 

TX 2 1 4 3 1 

UT 1 1 

VT 2 1 2 1 

WA 1 4 4 2 1 

WI 2 4 3 3 6 1 3 

WV 2 5 2 3 1 2 1 

WY 1 2 

QTH 0
5 

0
6 

0
7 

0
8 

0
9 

1
0 

1
1 

MA 2 3 1 3 2 1 

MB 1 

MDC 3 4 3 3 3 2 2 

ME 2 1 1 

MI 6 3 5 2 6 2 1 

MN 2 1 3 3 2 2 

MO 1 1 1 2 1 2 5 

MS 1 1 2 2 1 

MT 1 1 1 1 

NB 1 

NC 2 3 4 4 5 8 7 

NE 3 2 1 

NH 1 1 2 3 2 2 2 

NJ 4 4 6 5 3 4 

NT 1 

NV 1 1 1 1 

NY 1 2 7 7 5 3 7 

OH 1 3 7 6 9 8 7 

5 or more in GREEN 31 states     2 provinces 
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Logs from VA 

Logs from 

72 C&C 

 

Up 6 from 

last year 

QTH 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 

FXX     1   1 1 1 
GIL 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 
GLO       2       
GOO 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 
GRN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

HAL           1 1 
HAN 2 1 5 2 6 5 5 
HAX       1   2 2 
HBX         1 1 2 
HCO 2 2 5 2 3 4 3 

HOX             1 
IOW 1 1 1 5 6 4 7 
JAM   3 2 4 3 2 3 
KGE       1 1 1 1 
LAN   1 2 3 1 3 2 
LDN 14 20 15 13 18 22 24 
LEE         1     
LSA     1 1   2   
LYX     3 1     1 
MAD     1 1 1     
MAT         1   1 
MAX     1         
MEC   1           
MID       1       
Mobile 24 55 39 37 47 43 39 
MON 1 1 1 3   2 2 
MVX     1         
NEL   1 1 1 1     
NEW     1 1       
NFX     2 1 2 3 2 

NNX             1 
NRX         1     
NUM 2 2 2 3 1 3 5 
ORG         1 2 4 

QTH 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 

PAG 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 
PIT 2   1   1 3 2 
POW   1 1 2 2 1   
POX 1 1   2   1   

PRG 1             

PRW 2 6 11 7 6 7 4 

PUL   1           

RHM     1 1 1 1 2 

RIC 1             

RIX     2   1 1   

ROA 2 1 4 6 1 2 5 

ROX           1 1 

RUS     1   1 1 1 

SAX     1 2 1 2 2 

SCO 1 1 1   1     

SHA         1   2 

SHE   1 1 1 1   1 

SMY   3     1   2 

SPO     2 1 2 2 2 

STA 2 4 3 5 3 1   

STX             1 

SUR         1 1 1 

SUS             1 

SUX           1   

TAZ         1     

VBX   7 6 6 6 4 3 

WAR 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 

WAX 1   1 1 1 1 1 

WES   1 1     1   

WIS     1 2 3 2 4 

WIX     4 3   1 2 

WMX 1     1 1 1 1 

WYT         1   1 

YOR     2 2 1 1 1 

QTH 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 

ACC 1 1       1 3 

ALB       2 2 3   

ALL 1             

ALX 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 

AMH 1   1   1 2 2 

ARL 3 4 8 1 4 7 4 

AUG     1 1 1 1 4 

BAT 1 1 2 1 1 3   

BED 1 2   2 3 1 3 

BHM             1 

BOT             1 

CAM     1 2   1 3 

CCY       1 1 1 1 

CHE       3 2 2 3 

CHX           2 1 

CLA 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 

CLN             1 

CPX 1 3 7 5 3 9 6 

CRA     1 1 1 1   

CRL   1 1 1 1   1 

CUL 2 3 2 3 4 4 3 

CVX 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 

DIC     1   1   1 

DIN           1 1 

ESS   1   1       

Exp 1 4 4 8 6 3 7 

FAU 11 14 15 12 19 18 14 

FBX 1 1 1 1   1   
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Logging Programs 

Program 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

N3FJP's VA State QSO Party Program 98 113 127 104 118 

N1MM 39 50 69 75 94 

PAPER 81 63 60 46 36 

None Stated 5 22 28 25 13 

WriteLog 23 24 19 15 20 

Fat Fingers 38 11 15 24 34 

GenLog 9 11 10 13 12 

Cabrillo Analyzer 8 10 6 5 

VA QSO LOGGER 32 12 6 4 8 

NA 5 5 3 4 1 

TR Log POST 3 4 2 2 2 

Ham Radio Deluxe 2 2 2 

Cab-converter(TM) v1.19 1 1 

CU2JT Logger 1 1 

Log-EQF V9                                                                1 

Win-EQF                                                  1 1 1 4 5 

WINLOG32 1 

Xlog 2 1 

Other 7 12 
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QSO Analysis 

Measure 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Contacts (electronic logs only) 22,300 51,048 76,654 80,756 86,116 92,944 107,422 

Non-Virginia contacts 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 26% 

States Contacted 50 50 50 50 50 50 

Provinces Contacted 10 10 14 11 12 12 

DX Entities ~41 68 112 118 119 

C&C Not Activated 17 7 6 2 1 3 5 

High No. QSOs in C&IC 2,789 3,969 5,434 3,166 5,272 

FAU 

9,178 

LDN 

2008: Buchanan (BCH)   Norton (NRX) 

2009: Highland   

2010: Buchanan  (BCH), Buckingham (BHM), Essex (ESS) 

2011: Amelia (AME)  Colonial Heights (COX)  Nottoway (NOT)  Petersburg (PBX)  Poquoson (PQX)  
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QSO Analysis  

Missing C&IC by Year 

 C&IC 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Amelia (AME)            X  

Bristol BRX)   X          

Buchanan (BCH)      X    X    

Buckingham (BHM)         X    

Charles City (CCY)   X          

Charlotte (CHA)   X          

Colonial Heights (COX)            X  

Danville (DAX)  X            

Essex (ESS)         X    

Highland (HIG)        X      

Hopewell (HOX)  X            

Martinsville (MVX)  X            

Northampton (NHA)  X            

Norton (NRX)   X  X        

Nottoway  (NOT)   X        X  

Petersburg (PBX) X          X  

Poquoson (PQX)  X          X  

Tazewell  (TAZ) X            

Wythe (WYT)   X          
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Mode 

Mode 2010 2011 

CW 9,660 13,137 24% 

DG 885 1,308 2% 

PH 35,927 39,276 73% 

Grand Total 46,472 
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2011 VQP 

 Alexandria Radio Club, W4HFH. 

Randy, KI4MWQ, Sandy, KI4QNG, Harry, N4CWP, and Marshall, KI4MWP  

Buckingham county at the James River State Park.  

  

KI4QNG-KI4MWQ-N4CWP 

NVIS 40/80M 


