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Radio field day
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preps for disasters

By SHANNON SOLLINGER
Tiies-Mirros Stsll Writer

The Sterling Park Amateur Radio
Club went camping over the weekend.

It's all part of the ﬂ.llﬂl'l-lﬂl
American Radio Relay League Field
Day — "hams” all over North America
take their gear to the Reld, string
antermas, generate their own power
and record every contact they make
for a 24-hour period.
: n]ﬁpliﬁﬁnainthnﬂda-ufma
Park View High School playing fields,
just west of the football stadium. They
reached out into the ether by voice, by

Morse code and by teletype. :

It's good practice for the times
they are really needed — when a hur-
ricane or tornadc fries the phone
lines and rizzlas the computers.

It’s also a lot of fun.

Bill Maylott, of Leesburg, has
been with SPARC for 20 vears. The
field day has changed in some ways,
‘as more and more of the equipment is
hacked up to a computer, and they
mthemagfﬂnmtuw\ﬂl‘@
the auxiliary battery,

“There are times a radio will get

See RADIO, Page AZ26

HEAR ME NOW:
Bill Maylett, of
Leasburg, mans
{he voice station
for the Sterling
Park Amateur
Hadio Club field
clay at Park View
High Schoal
sunday moming.
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through when nothing else
can,” said Maylott. Look at the
Deopmber tsunami in east Asia.
Hamig on the Andamnn Talands
were the zale sopree of comm-
iention for the first dayy of the
disnster. Thay just happened to
b there om 8 elub exercige,

“I find the challenge inter-
esting,” said Maylott. “It's a
Littls more of a challenge than
Jusl turning on the computer
and going to the Internet.”

1 Thomasomn, & mem-
ber for seven years, reached out
to touch svmeone at the GOTA
— Gt On The Air - station, one
of the two voice fransmitters.
She logged more than 100 emn-
tacts in two hours Sunday.

There's not much chatting,

KEEPING
TRACK: J=f
Slusher, of Round
Hill, dizls through
frequencies
Sunday during the
Loudoun Amataur
Radio Group 24-
hour fiald exercisa
at Banshes

RA=aks Mature
Prasarve, south of
Leeshurg.
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said Thamasorn. She and a voice

the static swap call let-
ters and lyg in the contact. She
and her hosband, Rusa, started
with OB radio and kept at it
with amateur radio, Each has
an individual call sing.

“It just fascinates me that
you can spesk into a box on
one end and someome hears
you on the other end” asaid
Ruas. *Through thin air.”

Any beginner can use the
GOTA, zaid Maylott, and new-

comers are waleome to fry it A
Boy Scout dropped by Saturday
sfternoon and dialed through a
few frequencies. Hig first con-
tact waz m South Africa

The club made, at firet
count, 1,354 contacts in the
24 hours that started 2 pm.
Saturdsy. That's a Little bel-
ter than last year

For information, contact
Gordon Miller (NQ4EK), 703-
437-8287, or Jim Chappell
{AF4MOD), 703-437-6379,



