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Calendar
3/3 Electronic Flea Market (DeAnza)
3/12 SCCARA General Meeting–dinner!
3/19 SCCARA Board Meeting--(San Jose Red

Cross, 7:30p, all are welcome)
4/9 SCCARA General Meeting

General Meeting
Day: Monday, March 12, 2007
Time: 6:30 PM
Place: Home Town Buffet

2670 El Camino Real, Santa Clara
Featuring: dinner meeting

SCCARA-GRAM
Santa Clara County

Amateur Radio Association

Volume 23, Number 3                  March 2007

President's Prose
Last month I addressed great change, and personal growth

opportunities for the club and its members. 

• Congratulations to our 4~5 New Generals and 2 New Extra's for
upgrading their license. 
• The 2007 Field Day site has been secured at Mt Madonna.
• The newsletter in PDF.
• Our equipment storage fees are eliminated as of this month.
• Club bulk archived history has been improved for retrieval.

"We are on a roll" Now we need with your involvement in
planning a great field day.

The Club Board of Directors and I look forward to an exciting year
of change.

73 Jim T, 

Your comments are welcomed: kg6udw@arrl.net

ARRL News
From The ARRL Letter, February 2, 2007

LEAGUE CRITICIZES FCC CHAIRMAN FOR
PERPETUATING BPL RURAL SERVICE MYTH

The ARRL this week took FCC Chairman Kevin J. Martin to task
for telling the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation that broadband over power line (BPL) technology
is the answer to broadband deployment in rural areas.  Martin and
the other four FCC commissioners testified February 1 during a
committee hearing, "Assessing the Communications Marketplace:
A View from the FCC." In his prepared remarks, the chairman
described BPL as a "potentially significant player due to power
lines' ubiquitous reach, allowing it to more easily provide
broadband to rural areas." ARRL Chief Executive Officer David
Sumner, K1ZZ, criticized Martin for repeating "specious BPL
industry claims" that suggest BPL has anything to offer rural
dwellers.

"The assertion that BPL can 'more easily provide broadband to
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The SCCARA-GRAM is published monthly by the SANTA
CLARA COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, PO Box
6, San Jose  CA 95103-0006.  Permission to reprint articles is hereby
granted, provided the source is properly credited.

The deadline for articles is the last Monday of the month.

SCCARA was formed in 1921 and became a non-profit
corporation in 1947.  SCCARA is an affiliate of the American Radio
Relay League (ARRL).  The club station is W6UW.

Web page:  http://www.qsl.net/sccara.
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COMMITTEES

Repeater Wally Britten, KA6YMD 293-3847
e-mail: ka6ymd@arrl.net

N/0ARY BBS Gary Mitchell, WB6YRU 269-2924
e-mail: wb6yru@ix.netcom.com

SCCARA REPEATERS

SCCARA owns and operates two repeaters under the call W6UU:
2 meter: 146.985 -    PL 114.8
70 cm: 442.425 +    PL 107.2

Phone auto-dial and auto-patch is available.  The two meter repeater is
located at Eagle Rock near Alum Rock Park in the foothills of east San
Jose.  The 70 cm repeater and N0ARY BBS is located at the Regional
Medical Center (formerly Alexian), east of downtown San Jose, north of
280 and 101.

SCCARA NETS

On our two meter repeater: Mondays at 7:30 PM, (not the second
Monday--our meeting night).  Coordinator: Don Village, K6PBQ.  On
ten meters, 28.385 MHz USB, Thursdays at 8:00 PM.  Net control:
Wally Britten, KA6YMD.  Visitors welcome.

N/0ARY PACKET BBS

SCCARA hosts the packet BBS N/0ARY (San Jose).  User ports: 144.93
(1200 baud), 433.37 (9600 baud), telephone 408 259-8497..  Sysop:
Gary Mitchell, WB6YRU

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

SCCARA contact Clark KE6KXO: 408 262-9334
ARRL/VEC Silicon Valley VE group,
    Morris Jones, AD6ZH: 408 507-4698

rural areas' is one of the big lies about BPL," Sumner said.  "It has
been debunked time and time again, and it is beyond
comprehension to hear it parroted by the federal government's
senior telecommunications regulator at this late date."

Martin's remarks, Sumner added, "should demonstrate to the
committee why legislation is needed to force the FCC to use
technical studies, rather than outdated industry propaganda and
wishful thinking, as the basis for making BPL-related decisions."

Martin cited United Power Line Council (UPLC) "reports" that
there are now at least 38 trial BPL deployments plus 7 commercial
trials, apparently deriving his figures by counting the dots on a
UPLC map, since updated.  The most recent edition, dated January
19, appears to indicate just 25 BPL trials, but that list includes
some systems that do not appear in the BPL industry database.
The map also shows 9 commercial deployments, including one in
Pennsylvania believed to have been shut down.

The FCC's "High-Speed Services for Internet Access: Status as of
June 30, 2006" report -- the most recent available -- shows that the
number of high-speed "lines" grew by nearly 13.5 million in the
first six months of last year.  Of that number, nearly 640 were
listed as "power line and other," an increase of some 14 percent in
that category but about half the overall growth in high-speed
services.

"These latest FCC figures underscore just how far out of touch the
Commission itself is with marketplace reality," Sumner remarked.
"How much longer will the Commission continue to tout BPL as
a viable consumer broadband option in the face of its own contrary
data?" 

In joint comments to the FCC in 2003 on the then-pending BPL
rule making proceeding, the National Rural Telecommunications
Cooperative (NRTC) and the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA) cited studies indicating BPL would "not be
a viable solution for most Americans in truly rural areas any time
soon."

"To date, no BPL system has been demonstrated to work, much
less been commercially deployed, on a long, sparsely populated
rural electric power line," the NRTC/NRECA comments said.
"Even if BPL technology proves to be reliable and does not cause
unacceptable radio frequency interference in rural deployment, the
economics will likely be prohibitive for some time to come.  This
is because signal repeaters or regenerators will be required at
intervals as small as one-fourth to three-fourths of a mile along
lengthy rural power lines" in addition to the numerous and
necessary network access points and backhaul lines. 

More recently, the NRTC last fall cited studies by Chartwell Inc,
a research company specializing in electric power topics, that
found only 5 percent of utilities were moving ahead with BPL
projects while 13 percent were planning or "considering" them.
On the other hand, two utilities with more than a million customers
between them reported discontinued existing BPL programs,
according to a Chartwell member newsletter.

The League has suggested that potential investors in rural
broadband delivery would be better off considering wireless LAN
or satellite technology as more promising possibilities.

From The ARRL Letter, February 16, 2007

"CELLULAR TELEPHONE" BILLS POSE POTENTIAL
PROBLEMS FOR HAM RADIO OPERATION
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Bills aimed at thwarting "driving while cellular" and "driving while
distracted" behavior have been introduced in several states, and
most are worded broadly enough to potentially proscribe some
Amateur Radio mobile operation.  ARRL Regulatory Information
Specialist Dan Henderson, N1ND <reginfo@arrl.org>, so far has
catalogued 11 active pieces of legislation.  Bills introduced in
Montana and New Mexico have been sidelined for now, but related
measures -- more than one in some states -- remain alive in
Georgia, New Jersey, Oregon, Texas, Vermont, Washington and
Wyoming.  Henderson reports that ARRL Field Organization
volunteers and members called the League's attention to the
various pieces of pending legislation, none of which specifically
exempt Amateur Radio mobile operation.

"In most cases we try to work to have language exempting
Amateur Radio inserted into the bill, rather than narrowing by
definition the behavior or activity the bill seeks to address,"
Henderson explains.  "It is a far easier approach and removes
ambiguity down the road."

Henderson says that, if requested, the League will advise radio
amateurs preparing to testify about a bill before a state legislative
committee.  "We offer some suggestions regarding what to cover
and how to approach their testimony," he said.  "We also will
speak with legislators or their aides to try and clarify questions or
help them craft language that help accomplish our goal of
specifically exempting Amateur Radio operation from these
measures." Most of the measures include exceptions for emergency
communication and law enforcement agencies.

In Georgia, House Bill 5 (HB 5) would assess those anyone found
to be "driving while distracted" while using a wireless
communication device one driver's license infraction point.  The
bill defines "device" to cover not only cellular or mobile
telephones -- whether or not they're hands-free, but any "wireless
communication device, personal digital assistant, radio or citizens
band radio." HB 5 thus appears to include such routine activities
as changing the station on your car radio.

In Montana, House Bill 233 (HB 233) would restrict drivers from
"the use of electronic communication devices, or any other activity
that causes the driver to become inattentive." This bill was tabled
in committee on January 30, following a hearing a few days earlier.

In New Jersey, Assembly Bill 1966 (A 1966), would broaden the
scope of that state's existing law prohibiting the use of a hand-held
wireless telephone while driving.  It would expand the law to cover
"distracted driving" by prohibiting a motor vehicle operator from
engaging in "any activity unrelated to the actual operation of a
motor vehicle in a manner that interferes with the safe operation of
the vehicle."

In New Mexico, House Bill 241 (HB 241) would prohibit a driver
from using "a mobile communication device while operating a
motor vehicle." The measure has been tabled.

Three related bills now are in play in Oregon: House Bill 2482
(HB 2482) and Senate Bill 293 (SB 293) contain essentially the
same language, making it an offense to operate a motor vehicle
"while using a mobile communication device" without a hands-free
accessory.  Senate Bill 246 (SB 246) establishes such behavior as
an offense, punishable by a fine of up to $180 and providing more
serious consequences if property damage, injury or death result --
up to and including license suspension and prison terms.

In Texas, Senate Bill 154 (SB 154) would prohibit a motor vehicle
operator from using a "wireless communication device" while
under way, unless equipped for hands-free operation.

In Vermont, two measures are in play.  House Bill 31 (HB 31)

would make it a violation to use a "cellular telephone" while in
motion on the highway, except in the event of an emergency.
Enforcement would be secondary; ie, police would have to first
stop a driver for a suspected violation of another traffic offense.
A more-restrictive bill, HB 126, addresses "distracted driving," and
cites "any activity involving the use of one or both of the driver's
hands if the activity is not necessary for the operation of the
vehicle or any of its installed accessories." The bill would include
activities ranging from smoking, eating or drinking to "performing
personal grooming," "interacting with pets or unsecured cargo" and
"using personal communications technologies." Hands-free cell
phone operation would be permissible, however.

In Washington, House Bill 1214 (HB 1214) would outlaw such
activities as "reading, manually writing or sending a message on an
electronic wireless communications device." The measure does not
include an exception for hands-free devices.

In Wyoming, two nearly identical measures are alive.  The more
general legislation, House Bill 152 (HB 152) addresses using "a
cellular or satellite telephone while operating a motor vehicle"
without a hands-free device.  House Bill 284 (HB 284) contains
essentially identical language but specifies drivers operating under
an "intermediate permit." Both incorporate an exemption for
Citizens Band, but not for Amateur Radio operation.

Henderson advises ARRL members to contact their Section
Manager <http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/smlist.html> to
learn about any initiatives under way to address the ham radio
implications of a particular state bill.

From The ARRL Letter, February 23, 2007

ARRL MARKS TRANSITION TO NEW AMATEUR
SERVICE RULES

A new Amateur Radio Service regime now is in place.  The
requirement to demonstrate Morse code proficiency to gain HF
privileges officially disappeared from the FCC's Part 97 rules
February 23 at one minute past midnight Eastern Time.  At the
same time, some 200,000 Technician licensees without Morse code
exam credit acquired HF privileges equivalent to those available
to Novice licensees.  The League is marking the occasion with a
W1AW special event aimed at welcoming newcomers to the HF
bands.  The "W1AW HF Open House" has included exam sessions
under both old and new rules.  ARRL Chief Operating Officer
Harold Kramer, WJ1B, points to the still-growing number of
ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (ARRL VEC) test
sessions now on the schedule across the US as evidence that the
rule changes will provide a shot in the arm to Amateur Radio.

"ARRL VEC has been extremely busy scheduling new exam
sessions," Kramer said.  "We normally coordinate about 5500
sessions per year, but we've already scheduled close to 5000
sessions and it's only the end of February."

ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, reports some 175
ARRL VEC test sessions are on the schedule through the February
23-25 period, "and these are just the ones that have registered with
us," she added.  Two dozen applicants showed up at League
Headquarters, either to sit for an exam or apply for license
upgrades.

"I was surprised at the number of people who wanted to take the
test at 12:01 AM," Somma remarked.  All but two test applicants
took their exams under the new rules.  "After people took their
exams, some went over to W1AW to use their new privileges," she
added.



First out of the gate at the League's 12:01 AM test session was
Joshua Rozovsky, N3YAR, of Bloomfield, Connecticut.  He
upgraded from Tech to Amateur Extra.

Despite snowy New England weather, a few applicants traveled
some distance to take their exams.  "A nice young couple that
drove in from Rhode Island joined ARRL while here," said ARRL
Membership Manager Katie Breen, W1KRB.  "They thought this
was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to take their upgrades here at
HQ."

Breen, who upgraded to General at the February 23 exam session,
has been tracking W1AW Open House events in near-real time on
an ARRL Web site blog <http://www.arrl.org/blog/
W1AW%20HF%20Open%20House>.  She's also posted some
videos to YouTube.com.

Somma says her department now is bracing for an anticipated
application avalanche as paperwork from initial sessions shows up.
She and Kramer predict test demand will surge even further in the
days and weeks ahead.  Not only has the number of test sessions
increased dramatically, Kramer pointed out, the number of
applicants at each session is up as well.  To keep up with demand,
ARRL VEC has hired additional help.  Staffers from other HQ
departments also have been lending a hand.

March QST includes an eight-page "tearout" section "Now, New
Opportunities for Every Ham!" between pages 48 and 49.
<http://www.arrl.org/HFWelcome/Welcome.pdf>.  It focuses on
various topics of interest to those gaining new HF privileges
through upgrading or owing to the new rules as well as to veteran
licensees.  Among other things, it covers mentoring -- or Elmering
-- newcomers, "The Top 10 Reasons to Try Morse Code," earning
ham radio operating awards by using Logbook of the World
(LoTW) and a "Welcome to the fascinating world of high
frequency (HF) radio!" by ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ.

"The FCC's decision to eliminate the Morse code examination as
a licensing requirement opens the door to HF for all amateur
licensees," Sumner points out in his remarks.  Sumner also
addresses the topic in his "It Seems to Us" editorial in March QST
(page 9).

"As these new HF operators join us on our favorite bands, we old
timers need to set a good example and to be patient, welcoming
and positive," he writes.  "Let's all remember how little we knew
when we got started, and honor those who helped us along the way
by doing the same for others."

The March QST special section includes a new ARRL band chart
<http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/regulations/bands.html>.  (See
"Revised ARRL Band Chart available" below.)

The new rules seem to be driving greater enthusiasm for ham radio
in general.  There's been an uptick in ARRL publication sales,
particularly in licensing manuals and licensing guides, and
enrollment in the online ARRL Ham Radio License Course
(EC-010) <http://www.arrl.org/cce/Tech.html> is at an all-time
high.  Additionally, Kramer notes, DXCC applications are up by
350 from last year, while LoTW has exceeded 121 million QSO
records.

"W1AW HF Open House" operation continues through the
February 24-25 weekend, with primary activity from 10 AM until
5 PM Eastern Time (1500 until 2200 UTC) or later, depending on
interest, propagation and participation.  ARRL Publications
Manager Steve Ford, WB8IMY, will compete in the North
American RTTY QSO Party from W1AW.

Primary operation will be on both SSB and CW.  W1AW will
concentrate activity on the Technician and General class HF

subbands, using its normal frequencies on most bands.

On SSB: 1.855, 3.990, 7.290, 14.290, 18.160, 21.390 and 28.480
MHz.  On CW: 1.8175, 3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475, 18.0975,
21.0675 and 28.0675 MHz.  On RTTY: 3597.5, 7.095, 14.095,
21.095 and 28.095 MHz.

ARRL INVITES COMMENTS ON NEW HF DIGITAL
PROTOCOL

The ARRL is seeking comments from amateurs concerning
development of an open-source (non-proprietary) data
communications protocol suitable for use by radio amateurs over
high-frequency (HF) fading paths.  This is not a Request for
Proposals (RFP).  An RFP may or not be forthcoming depending
on evaluation of the information received.

Specifically, the League is asking for comments and information
on the following issues:

• Access Method: Is Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing
(OFDM) the best candidate technology, or should other
competitive technologies be considered?

• Data Rate and Bandwidth: What data rates/throughputs are
achievable at various bandwidths up to 3 kHz bandwidth?

• Adaptivity: What adaptive features should be considered, such as
automatic adjustment of transmitter power, modulation waveform
and coding, in order to maximize throughput and efficiency in
two-way contacts?

• Robustness: What is achievable for reliable operation at power
levels typical in the Amateur Radio Service and low signal/noise
and interference ratios?

• Error control: What are the appropriate applications of error
control suitable for HF channels? For example, how should Repeat
reQuest (ARQ) and Forward Error Control (FEC) be applied to
two-way contacts and one-to-many (roundtable and bulletin)
transmissions?

• Activity Detection: What is an effective method of determining
whether a frequency is busy prior to transmission?

• Operating System: What operating systems (such as Windows or
Linux) are appropriate for Amateur Radio use with this protocol?

• Hardware:  What practical and affordable hardware platforms are
suitable for amateur stations? Consider the use of personal
computers with or without sound cards.  Provide any information
about the need for an additional "box" if needed.

Please provide the following with your response: (1) name of
respondent, (2) respondent's contact information, (3) related
experience, and (4) type of respondent: (individual, partnership,
corporation or group).  Do not include proprietary information as
part of your response.

Post, fax or e-mail your response by 1900 UTC, May 15, 2007, to
ARRL Chief Technology Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI
<w4ri@arrl.org>, 3545 Chain Bridge Rd,  Suite 209, Fairfax, VA
22030; Fax: 703-934-2079.

Meeting Minutes
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General Meeting, Jan.  10, 2007     

{No minutes received by the deadline.  --Ed.}

Board Meeting, Jan. 17, 2007          

{No minutes received by the deadline.  --Ed.}

Packet Pieces

Downloaded from the packet network:

==========================
      Date: 22 Nov 2005 12:21
      From: W1GMF@W1GMF
        To: HUMOR@USA
   Subject: HUMOR FOR TODAY 1101
-------------------------------------------------------------

Today's Joke

This burglar was robbing a house in the middle of the
night. While he was looking around, he heard a voice say,
"Jesus is watching you." As he panned his torchlight around
the room, he saw a parrot on a perch in the corner of the
room. He approached the parrot and asked, "Did you just
say something to me?"

The parrot responded, "Yes, I did.... Jesus is watching you."

The astounded burglar asked the unique bird its name. "My
name is Dennis."

"Gee, Dennis is a very unusual name for a parrot."

"Well, Jesus is a very unusual name for a ROTTWEILLER!"

-Author Unknown

Need Help?
Amateurs have a long history of helping each other.  An

experienced amateur who helps another is traditionally called an
"Elmer."  If you have a question or problem, you are encouraged
to ask one of SCCARA's Elmers.  Below is a list of topics
including who to contact for each.

If you consider yourself to be reasonably competent in at
least one area of amateur radio and would be willing help others,
please fill out an Elmer form from the club secretary.

Antennas, feed-lines, tuners:  WB6EMR, K6PBQ, WB6YRU
Lightning protection, grounding:  WB6YRU
Station set-up, equipment:  K6PBQ
TVI/RFI:  WB6YRU
Homebrew projects, construction:  KD6FJI, WB6YRU
Computers: KB6NP;  IBM PC:  WB6YRU
Packet Network (BBS, forwarding):  WB6YRU

Code operating and installations:  WB6EMR, K6PBQ
DX (long distance/propagation):  WB6EMR
Emergency operating/preparedness:  WA6QYS
FM (VHF/UHF, repeaters):  
HF operating techniques (SSB, CW): WB6EMR, K6PBQ
Classes/license upgrading:  W6ACW
Legal/FCC rules:  WB6YRU
SCCARA (club inner workings): K6PBQ, WB6YRU, WA6QYS
Children's Discovery Museum, volunteer operator:
K6PBQ
EchoLink:   KK6MX

W6ACW, Ed Hajny, (408) 739-6105

WB6EMR, James D. Armstrong, Jr.,
evening & msg: (408) 945-1202

KD6FJI, Lloyd DeVaughns,
(408) 225-6769  e-mail: kd6fji@arrl.net

KK6MX, Don Apte, (408) 629-0725
e-mail: kk6mx@aol.com

KB6NP, Jon Dutra, day & msg (408) 428-2058
evening (408) 867-8654
packet: home BBS N0ARY
e-mail: jad@aol.com

K6PBQ, Don Village, (408) 263-2789

WA6QYS, Lou Steirer, (408) 241-7999
packet: home BBS N0ARY

WB6YRU, Gary Mitchell, msg (408) 265-2336
also (408) 269-2924
packet: home BBS N0ARY
e-mail: wb6yru@ix.netcom.com

Newsletter Notes
We have entered the internet world with the SCCARA-

GRAM, the mechanism of publishing the electronic version of the
newsletter and e-mailing notices to those who signed up for it
should now be up and running.  Hopefully there won’t be any
problems, but if there are...

If you signed up for the electronic version of the
SCCARA-GRAM, you should have received an e-mail notice letting
you know the March issue is ready.  If you did sign up but did not
get an e-mail notice, please contact our secretary Mike WB/0TOW
<aronoff@att.net> and make sure we have your correct e-mail
address.

If you want the paper version delivered by mail, then you
don’t have to do anything.  The SCCARA-GRAM will arrive in the
mail just as it always has.

Either way, the latest SCCARA-GRAM will be available
(in pdf format) on the club web site, www.qsl.net/sccara.  If there
seems to be a link problem or for some reason you can’t download
it from the web site, contact our webmaster Wally KA6YMD
<ka6ymd@arrl.net>

If there’s something wrong with the electronic version of
the newsletter itself, then contact me <wb6yru@ix.netcom.com>.

73, Gary WB6YRU, editor
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FIRST CLASS

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SCCARA  Membership  Form  for  2007
(Fill in name and call only if renewing and no info has changed)

Name:    Call:  Class: E  A  G  T+  T  N
    )))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))          ))))))))))))))))

Address:    Licensed since (yr):
        ))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))    ))))))))

City:   State:   Zip:              -  Licence Expiration
      ))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))        )))))         ))))))))    )))))  Date (mo/yr):

Telephone: (       ) ~ New Member ~ Renewal   )))))))))))
))))))))))))))))))))))))))) ~ I’m also a member of the ARRL

E-mail:    Packet:
))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) ))))))))))))))))))))))))

Annual membership dues are payable at the first of the year and expire the following December 31.
New members joining on or after July 1, pay half the membership dues.

Annual Membership dues: ~ $20 Individual ~ $25 Family ~ $10 Student (under 18)
For family memberships (at the same address), please include a separate form for each family member.

I want the newsletter by: ~ U.S. Mail ~ internet (make sure your e-mail address is legible and correct)

Give this completed form (or copy) with payment to the Secretary or Treasurer at any meeting or mail to the club address.                      Rev.  1/16/2007  


