
It seems the Christmas gremlins have been playing
with my email and my memory. Dave sent me a couple
things in November he wanted in the SAARA Speaks
issue that I put out December 15.  I simply forgot to
include them. So here they are:

1. Remember Father MIke, KA8JRM?

http://www.marines.mil/unit/1stmlg/Pages/AnsweringthecallChaplains
ervesalongsidebrothersinarms.aspx 

2. Check out the Fox News bit on Amateur Radio! 
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/11/17/radio-days-are-back-
ham-radio-licenses-at-all-time-high/
Dave please accept my sincere apology!

Bill KB8MNE sent me one of his wonderful articles, but unfortu-
nately I never received it, THOSE darn gremlins, so. It is in the next
column. It wasn’t something I wanted to save for the next issue
because it was ment for this time of year. The following is an email I
received . . ..

Judas Asparagus 

If you need a laugh today, then  this should do it! A child was
asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. This is amazing and
brought tears of laughter to my eyes. I wonder how  often we take for
granted that children understand what we are teaching???

Through the eyes of a child: The Children's Bible in a Nutshell 
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was noth-

ing but God, darkness, and some gas.  The Bible says, 'The Lord thy
God is one, but I think He must be a lot older than that. 

Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' and someone did. 
Then God made the world.

He split the Adam and made Eve.  Adam and Eve were naked, but
they weren't embarrassed because mirrors hadn't been invented yet. 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they
were driven from the Garden of Eden......Not sure what they were driv-
en in though, because they didn't have cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as
he was Abel.

Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah,
who lived to be like a million or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy,
but one of his kids was kind of a Ham.  Noah built a large boat and put
his family and some animals on it. He asked some other people to join
him, but they said they would have to take a rain check.

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob was more
famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark
in exchange for some pot roast.  Jacob had a son named Joseph who
wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was
Charlton Heston.  Moses led the Israel Lights out of  Egypt and away
from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on Pharaoh's peo-
ple.  These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable.

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti.  Then he gave
them His Top Ten Commandments. These include: don't lie, cheat,
smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff.
Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy moth-
er.

One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible
guy to use spies.  Joshua fought the battle of Geritol and the fence fell
over on the town.

After Joshua came David.  He got to be king by killing a giant with
a slingshot.  He had a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives
and 500 porcupines.  My teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't
sound very wise to me.

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets.  One
of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a big
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The magical world of CW is to be or not to be?
That is still the big question of amateur radio today.
When I became interested in Amateur Radio one had to
know  CW in order to receive a license. I, for one, had
a hard time learning the code.  I knew it, but not fast
enough to pass the test that I had taken several times
before I passed it. 

With a lot practice I was able to copy around 13 words per minute
in my head. There was talk at that time of the FCC doing away with the
code requirement, but it was just in the talking stages only. Having
studied for the general test, and working very hard on the code, I had
a stroke that changed everything. Not only did I forget what all I had
learned about the general test but all of code was also gone.  Try as I
may, the code was and is an impossible thing for me to learn again. 

Now here I was not able to get a general license or to advance
any farther in the hobby.   I almost gave up on trying to do anything
with amateur radio, as I wanted to do more that just 2-meters. I did
start to study for the general test again and, with a lot time and hard
work on my part, was able to learn what I needed to pass the written
part of the test. 

While in the process of studying for the written part, the FCC told
us that if we would be able to get a doctor’s excuse that we would not
have to take the code part of the test. That was no problem for me, as
it was now impossible for me to learn it again. This was at a time that
AES in Cleveland was having testing for some special event they had
going on at that time, so up to Cleveland I went to take the general
test. The big reason that I went there was that no one knew me, so
that if I failed no one down here would know it.  I passed it by only
missing two questions so I got my general class license.   

There was a lot of talk going around about how if CW was not a
requirement that amateur radio would die then and there

There were a lot of hams upset about those of us that were able
to get a doctor’s excuse for not taking the code. I hope that none of
them ever have to go through all that I had to get to where I am now.
They were saying things that were very hurtful to me and to those that
have a physical problem of any kind. It almost appeared to me anyway
that if one had any type of physical problem that they are an outcast
to the amateur radio society   The story was that without CW ham
radio was doomed to die a slow death.

It seems to me that I just read that there are now more people
applying for a ham license now than in all of history of amateur radio.
I guess one cannot help but wonder how this could be without CW?

As I can’t speak for anyone but myself, the BIGGEST drawing
card to obtain new people, and to keep the old ones, is the attitude of
the ones that make up the Society of
Amateur Radio. There are still some fre-
quencies that I will not go to due to the way
I was treated in the past.   The future of any
type of endeavor will depend on the way we
act in the present. What we say, and how
we say it, will and has had an effect on a lot
of people. SO, please be careful when on
the air or in club meetings. The success of
our hobby is not on a mode or type of oper-
ation but on the individual person. One
never knows who is listening or what they
may be going through at that time.  73 and
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.                        Bill KB8MNE
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2011 OFFICERS

President     Ginger Grilli KC8ZFK
Vice President    Dave Sprouse N8GOB
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Treasurer         Lela McClaren KB8YPD

Trustee's
1 Yr.  Don Kemp NN8B
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Club Dues Structure

Ful l  Membersh ip $15.00/Year
( Inc ludes immediate fami ly  members)

Ful l  Ret i red $12.00/Year
Assoc ia te  Member $10.00/Year
Non-Member Newslet ter  $  3 .00/Year

Jo in  the ARRL through your  loca l  ARRL aff i l ia te  c lub.When
you do,  the c lub gets  $15.00 for  new members.  A great  way to  sup-
por t  our  c lub and have pr iv i leges that  come wi th  ARRL membersh ip .  

Columbiana County NETS

Sunday 9:00 P.M.East  L iverpool  146.700 Tr iangle ARC NET
Monday 8:00 P.M.Columbiana County  Columbiana County  Emergency Tra in ing NET(ARES)
This  NET a l ternates ( lowest  to  h ighest )  between 146.700,  146.775,  146.805,  147.255 and 147.285 repeaters  in  Columbiana County.  

8 :30 P.M.Bib le  Study on the Ai r 147.285 KB8MNE

Tuesday 7:30 P.M.Salem 147.510 Simplex Homeland Secur i ty  Net  ( las t  Tuesday of  every  month)
9:00 P.M.Salem K8BTP 147.255 Nor thern Columbiana County  SAARA NET
9:30 P.M.Salem KB8MNE 28.310 SSB SAARA Rag Chew Net

Thursday  8 :30 P.M.Al l iance 28.400 SSB Al l iance ARC NET
9:00 P.M.Al l iance 145.370 Al l iance ARC NET

Saturday 8:00 P.M. 146.805-  PL162.2 Skywarn net

1ST QUARTER, 2012 SAARA SPEAKS - K8BTP Volume 26.1s

Al Avnet AB8AA
Sam DiRocco W8SDD
Jane Avnet K8JAA
John Fabry KC8SPF
Steve Fabry KC8SOY
Ernie Greenisen KC8QPH
Ginger Grilli KC8ZFK

Harry Harker KD8PQK
Don Kemp NN8B
Mel Lippiatt KA8OEB **
Bill McClaren KB8MNE**
Lela McClaren KB8YPD
Tom MillerKB8DUX **
Sue Neff KD8CGW

Dave Sprouse N8GOB **
Roger Thawley KC8CTV
Bob Tullis W8HZ **
Dave Volpe KB8NYS
Frank Zamarelli (Honorary Member)

** Life Members 

2011 SAARA  MEMBERS

whale and then barfed up on the shore.  
There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we

don't have to worry about them.
After the Old Testament came the New Testament.  Jesus is the

star of The New.  He was born in  Bethlehem  in a barn. (I wish I had
been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me,
'Close the door! Were you born in a barn?' It would be nice to say, 'As
a matter of fact, I was.')

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the
Pharisees and the Democrats.

Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas
Asparagus. Judas was so evil that they named a terrible vegetable
after him. Jesus was a great man.  He healed many leopards and even
preached to some Germans on the Mount. But  all those guys put
Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot.  Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus.
He just washed his hands instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again.
He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end of the Aluminum..
His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.
-------I had to share this delightful story with you! --------
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OFFICIAL CLUB ADDRESSES
Web Page www.qs l .net /saara/
E-mai l  egreenisen@neo.r r.com
U.S.  Mai l  S.A.A.R.A., P.O. Box 696, Salem, OH  44460-0696
Edi tor : k8 jaa@arr l .net

NEWSLETTER Art ic les and Submittals
SAARA c la ims no l iab i l i ty  for  ar t ic les publ ished in  th is

newslet ter.  The v iewpoints  in  the ar t ic les are not  cons id-
ered the v iewpoints  o f  SAARA membersh ip .  

A l l  submi t ta ls  for  SAARA Speaks must  be rece ived
by the Edi tor  (k8 jaa@arr l .net )  or  hand del ivered no la ter
than December  10,  March 10,  June 10 or  September  10
enabl ing the newslet ters  to  be mai led and rece ived pr ior  to
the months covered by them.  

Adver t isements for  equipment  for  sa le  must  a lso
adhere to  the same schedule.  Newslet ters  are emai led to
current  members who have emai l  addresses,  and mai led to
other  subscr ibers ,  c lubs that  send newslet ters  to  SAARA,
and to  se lected off ic ia ls .

SAARA MEETS THE FIRST

THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

6:30 P.M.  

AT THE SALEM LIBRARY

821 EAST STATE ST., SALEM, OH

What did mistletoe traditionally stand for? 

Mistletoe was associated with peace and friendship in ancient Scandinavia. In
the time of the Druids, mistletoe was believed to have magical properties.
People who met under a tree bearing mistletoe were forbidden to fight, even if
they were enemies, and anyone who entered a home decorated with mistletoe
was entitled to shelter and protection. 


