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Our 25Th Year!

Next Club Meeting:  September  9th
Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Welcome to the EPARA Beacon! This newsletter is published monthly and is the 
official newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association. EPARA 

has served the amateur radio community in the Pocono Mountains for over 25 years. We 
have been an ARRL affiliated club since 1995.   We offer opportunities for learning and 
the advancement of skills in the radio art for hams and non-hams alike.   EPARA supports 
Monroe County ARES/RACES in their mission of providing emergency communications 
for served agencies in Monroe County.   Feel free to join us at one of our meetings or 
operating events during the year. The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, 
at the Monroe County 911 Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 
7:30 P.M. Anyone interested is invited to participate in our meetings and activities.

ZOOM Meeting Info:     Meetings begin at 7:30PM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85463346031?pwd=bU1KcVZ0aVZiVEUvdjRsUXlNNHZkZz09

Meeting ID: 854 6334 6031  Password: 244632

West End Fair 2021!
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Postal Address: Web Site: Send dues to: Newsletter submissions to:

EPARA https://www.qsl.net/n3is/ EPARA Eric Weis, N3SWR Editor

PO Box 521 Email: PO Box 521 EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net

Sciota, PA 18354 N3IS@qsl.net Sciota, PA 18354

Contact Information

September is here and the summer is going by way too fast! This month we will hold 
our Hamfest. It’s been way too long since EPARA did this and its important for 

all members to help if they can. At our September meeting we will be finalizing plans 
and give out assignments for the day of the hamfest. I want to Thank Walt W3FNZ for 
chairing the Hamfest committee. He has done a fantastic job planning this event, it 
would never have gotten off the ground without all his efforts.

The West End Fair went extremely well, we promoted the hobby and service of amateur 
radio like pros. Many people stopped by our booth and learned about what hams 
do and about the roll EPARA and ARES/RACES plays in the community. I want to 
thank all who donated time to manning our booth, it was a hot and humid week! Next 
year is the 100th anniversary of the Fair and we hope to run special event stations to 
commemorate this.

Our membership continues to grow, we added three new members in August so we 
must be doing something right. I want to welcome our new members and hope the club 
helps you to learn and grow into better hams. This is the main reason we have EPARA!
October brings the PA QSO Party and Jamboree on the air, so we aren’t slowing down 
just yet. Stay tuned for more information on these events.

That’s if for now, I hope to see many of you on September 9th at our next meeting. 73
Chris AJ3C

President Chris Saunders AJ3C:  aj3c@gmx.com Vice President Bill Carpenter AB3ME:  bill47@ptd.net

Secretary Kevin Forest W3KCF: w3kcf@outlook.com Treasurer Scott Phelan KC3IAO: kc3iao@hobbyguild.com

Member at Large Eric Weis N3SWR:  n3swr@ptd.net ARES EC  Charles Borger KB3JUF  KB3JUF@gmail.com

From The President
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EPARA Net list
Monroe county ARES-RACES – Sunday’s 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL -100 Hz

The Monday Night Pimple Hill repeater 8:30 PM ( Repeater freq = 447.275 with a - 5MHz 
offset) DMR TECH Net on TG314273* Time Slot 2

SPARK Information/Swap Net – Tuesday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz

The Wednesday Night EPARA Hot Spot DMR Rag Chew net at 8:30 PM, TG 3149822*  Time 
Slot 2 (N3IS Talk Group)

EPARA Tech Net – Friday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL +131.8 Hz

*TG = Talk Group
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Rule #1 of Amateur Radio, it is a hobby, unless you figured out a way to fashion a living out of it.
Rule #2 of Amateur Radio, life is not a hobby and typically carries heavy responsibilities of everything that is 
not a hobby. 
Rule #3 of Amateur Radio, never give up a LIFE event for a Ham event. You may make some great memories 
at the Ham event, but the guilt you may carry missing a LIFE event can be a terribly heavy millstone.
Rule #4 of Amateur Radio,  as technology moves forward, so does Ham Radio - do what makes you happiest, 
experiment with other elements of Ham Radio as LIFE allows.
Rule #5 of Amateur Radio,  it is only Ham Radio, when confused always refer to Rule #1 through #4.

EPARA Patches: Club patches are in!  For 
those that ordered them please step forward 
to collect them.  We also have extra just in 
case ...

EPARA Club Dues
Club dues were due January 1st.  For those that 
missed the chance to stay current, there are two (2) 
methods available to pay to help make this easy for 
all.  Contact Scott KC3IAO via his email: KC3IAO@
hobbyguild.com and you can send him a check or 
pay via PayPal.  

EPARA Club Meeting
The next club meeting WILL BE held once again at 
the Monroe County 911 call center. We will also be 
holding a zoom meeting from the center for those 
that wish to join from their homes.  This has worked 
well so far and we will continue the trend.

EPARA Hamfest
The EPARA hamfest is fast approaching. The 
club will be reaching out to everyone to make the 
effort and volunteer your time to make this a big 
success. Please make room in your schedules to 
be there and help out.  This hamfest is our first 

in many years and the success we build here 
will make future events that much easier.  Plan 
ahead to be there!

New EPARA hat design under 
consideration!
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How many levels can an analog-to-digital converter with 8 bit resolution encode? 

A. 8 
B. 8 multiplied by the gain of the input amplifier 
C. 256 divided by the gain of the input amplifier 
D. 256 

Last month’s answer was, D.  An opto-isolator is used to transfer electrical signals between two 
isolated circuits by using light. It’s essentially an LED focusing light on a phototransistor. It is pri-
marily used to prevent high voltages  from damaging equipment.   

The EPARA HOT SPOT Wednesday night DMR rag chew is here!
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda

September 2021                 East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 6



EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda
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To: All EPARA Members and Users of the WA3MDP Repeater System

Re: The 147.045 Repeater Malicious Interference

Over the past few years the 147.045 repeater here in Monroe County has been plagued with an 
increasing amount of deliberate and malicious interference.  While some of this interference has been 
directed at some specific operators the end results has been a wide area large foot print repeater that 
get little to no use except for a few regularly scheduled nets.

This is not a problem that is special to just the 147.045 system. Nationwide FM repeaters (and HF 
bands for the matter) are also being interfered with deliberately and the FCC lacks the manpower and 
ability to search out the people causing the issues. 

The ARRL in conjunction with the FCC reorganized the Volunteer Monitor program a while back to 
assist in tracking down QRM on all of the amateur bands. While some progress has been made there 
obviously is a lot more to be done. 

A small dedicated group has been tracking the QRM locally by various means for over a year. While 
some of the sources have been narrowed down it is now time to get the rest of the local ham community 
involved. 

What we are asking people to do is when you listen to the 147.045 repeater also listen to the “input” 
frequency which is 147.645 (no tone is required). If you should hear any of the malicious and deliberate 
QRM occurring, do the following:

1) DO NOT ENGAGE IN A CONVERSATION WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

2) If you hear farting, cat calls, high pitch cartoon voices, music, etc write down the DATE, TIME, 
YOUR LOCATION and APPROX STRENGTH OF THE QRM STATION. If you have a beam antenna 
and can provide a heading that would be great too!

3) Send your listening report to the email address LIDSonzero45@gmail.com.

ALL information will be kept confidential and with this added information we hope to narrow down 
the locations that have already been identified. 

In closing let me assure you that the people looking for the sources of the interference are doing so 
with the blessing of the repeater owners. It is our desire to see the 147.045 repeater system return to 
the quality repeater that it used to be many years ago. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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Anyone looking to take an exam is encouraged to contact Chris 
AJ3C to preregister at least one (1) week in advance of  the test 

date. If  you have any questions or to register, Chris can be reached 
via email AJ3C@GMX.COM. VE sessions are being held the 4th Fri-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Monroe County 911 training cen-
ter. Seating is limited for the time being so we can follow the health 
guidelines set forth by the county and state.   
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HAMFEST
2021

The American Legion Post 346
126 E 5th St, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

Sunday, September 26th, 2021 - Opening 8am

ADMISSION:  Buyers: $7 · Sellers:  $10 
Vendors & Sellers:  6:00AM · Buyers: 8:00AM
Tailgate Outside or Table Space Inside our Pavilion

Club Table for Consignments

Talk-in: 147.045MHz PL+131.8 · Phone 570-350-1185 · email: 3w3fnz@gmail.com

   Featuring:      Rain or Shine
✓ Hot & Cold Food           ✓ Handicap Accessible
✓ Beverages                       ✓ Convenient Restrooms
✓ Hourly Giveaways        ✓ Door Prizes!
✓ Free Parking                   ✓ 50/50 Raffle     

✓  Sat/Comm Demonstration and Information
✓ VE Session will be held at 10AM  
✓ Grand Prize Drawing is an Alinco DJ-MD5T 
               Hand held DMR Transceiver

VISITOR INFORMATION

ALL NEW LOCATION!

Take exit 309 off I-80, then left on 447 N. - 2 miles 
to Business rt 209 S. - then 1st left to E. 5th St.

For more information please visit the EPARA website at:  www.qsl.net/n3is

Google Maps

EPARA Website
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ARES/RACES meetings are now being held on the fourth Friday of each month at 7PM.  The meetings 
are once again being held at the 911 call center.   These meetings will serve as training sessions covering 
several aspects of amateur radio emergency communications. We will start with traffic handling and 
the use of Radiograms and the ICS 213 general message form. Future sessions will cover the use 
of several ICS forms and the setup and use of digital communication 
modes including Winlink, Packet Radio, APRS, and the FLDIGI 
software  program. Meeting are open to all, you do not need to be an 
ARES/RACES team member to attend. 

Don't forget to sign up with with ARES Connect if you haven't done so 
already and if you plan to attend the meeting or check-in to the weekly 
net remember to register you attendance on the ares connect page. To 
sign please use this link: https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/lp/epa

Want to Put Your Ham Radio Skills to Good Use? Get Involved in 

EmComm!
One of the missions of the Amateur Radio Service is for amateur radio operators to provide 

public service and emergency communications (EmComm) when needed. We act as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service and pitch in to help our communities and first responders.

So, what organizations are out there for community-minded amateur radio operators and what can 
we do to help?

Join In
One good entry point into public service and emergency communications is to join SkyWarn, a 
volunteer program run by the National Weather Service (NWS) with more than 290,000 trained 
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the NWS.

Not all of these weather spotters are amateur radio operators, but many are. Amateur radio 
communications can report severe weather in real time. When severe weather is imminent, 
SkyWarn spotters are deployed to the areas where severe weather is expected. A net is activated on a 
local repeater and SkyWarn spotters who are Hams check into that net. The net control advises the 
spotters when they might expect to see severe weather, and the spotters report conditions such as 
horizontal winds, large hail, rotating clouds, and even tornadoes.

September 2021                 East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 13



To become a SkyWarn spotter, you must attend a class that teaches you the basics of severe weather, 
how to identify potentially severe weather features, and how to report them. The classes are free and 
typically last about two hours. Check your local NWS website for class schedules.

ARES/RACES/CERT
Another way Hams can become involved in public service and emergency communication is to 
join an ARES or RACES  group. Technically, these are two separate services—the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) is run by the ARRL, while the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) is a function of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amateur radio 
operators who typically take part in one also take part in the other.

To participate in RACES, you’ll need to take some self-study FEMA courses in emergency 
preparedness and emergency-response protocols. Classes may or may not be required to participate 
in ARES. These requirements are set by each individual ARES group. To get involved with either 
ARES or RACES, ask your local club members when they meet. You can also contact the Section 
Manager or Emergency Coordinator for your ARRL section. To contact them, click here and find the 
section that you live in.

Amateur radio operators belonging to ARES (and its predecessor, the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps) have responded to local and regional disasters since the 1930s, including the 9/11 attacks, 
and Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Michael, among others.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program trains volunteers—both Hams and 
non-hams—how to be prepared for disasters that may impact their area. They provide basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations. CERT offers a nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that first 
responders can rely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks.

What Gear Do You Need?
For most local needs, a 5-watt VHF/UHF handheld transceiver is sufficient for utilizing local 
repeaters to relay messages and report on conditions as they exist. Replacing the radio’s stock 
antenna with a higher gain antenna or connecting it to a magnetic mount on a vehicle will increase 
range significantly.

Even better is a VHF/UHF mobile radio installed in your vehicle with 25 or more watts output and a 
good mobile antenna. In the event the repeater loses power, you can talk over a considerably larger 
area in simplex mode with the extra power and a good mobile antenna.
If you work with an ARES or RACES group, you may be asked to act as a county control station. In 
this capacity, you’d need both HF and VHF transceivers in a fixed location, such as your house, with 
a good antenna system and emergency power capabilities like a generator or batteries. This allows 
you to make contacts within your state and throughout the U.S.

Helping Hams
Ham radio can play a key role in emergency situations. Here are a few examples:
• Ham radio connected firefighters and police departments, Red Cross workers, and other 

emergency personnel during the 2003 blackout that affected the northeast United States.
• In 2017, fifty amateur radio operators were dispatched to Puerto Rico to provide 

communications services in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
• Amateur radio operators provided communications in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 

bombing when cellphone systems became overloaded.
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• During Hurricane Katrina, more than one thousand ARES volunteers assisted in the aftermath 
and provided communications for the American Red Cross.

• During the devastating Oklahoma tornado outbreak that began in May 1999, amateur radio 
operators—giving timely ground-truth reports of severe weather—played a critical role in 
the warning and decision-making processes at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

• 
• 
Credit: https://www.onallbands.com/want-to-put-your-ham-radio-skills-to-good-use-get-involved-
in-emcomm/
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Hello again to all our members and more!

It’s been one heck of a ride this month with getting things finalized 
for our upcoming hamfest, dealing with tropical storm Fred (him and I are going to have a little talk 
over the flooding of my basement once again, trust me), making the West End Fair a success, and I’m 
sure I’m forgetting to list something else here but that’s the way it goes...  OH YEA... About that coffee 
I had at the fair...  oh never mind :)

I really want to that those that helped and attended the West 
End Fair!  It was nice to get so many pictures in the mail 
and I’ve included every one of them in this edition for all to 
see.  Keep up the spirit and the good work for future events 
so we can include them here for everyone.  I’ll be taking a 
bunch of pictures at the hamfest as well since we definitely do 
need some quality photos to work with when planning future 
events.

That’s it for now so 73 to all!
Eric,  N3SWR

Topics of Interest

Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic 
digital modes and would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that 

you think others would find interesting? Members are encouraged to submit items of interest 
for publication. Submitted articles (are suggested) to be no more than a page or two in length 
and may be edited for content and grammar. The EPARA officers and newsletter editor reserve the right to 
determine which items will be included in The Beacon. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the month. 
The publication date will be at the end of each month. Copyrights are the property of their respective owners and 
their use is strictly non-profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. 

If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the newsletter, 
forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over the 
backs of heads. Many hams may be way too overweight, so please consider using a wide-angled lens.

Disclaimer
The Beacon is not representative of the views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views

and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s).

Eric,  N3SWR

“Failure is an option here. If things aren’t failing, you aren’t innovating enough.”
- Elon Musk
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Contests!
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    08/27/2021 | Amateur Radio Software Awards

    Aug 27-Sep 5, 0500Z-0459Z, K2A/K2R/K2S, 
Ames, IA. Amateur Radio Software Award. 14.250 
7.185 3.950 7.078. QSL. Amateur Radio Software 
Awards, Special Event Station, PO Box 126, Ames, 
IA 50010-0126. Special event stations K2A, K2R, 
and K2S are operating from Iowa, Colorado and 
Washington to promote free and open amateur 
radio software. During the event the 2021 Amateur 
Radio Software Award recipient Jordan Sherer will 
be honored for his JS8Call digital communication 
software. Nominations for the 2022 awards will 
also be encouraged. Please QSL with S.A.S.E. 
The Amateur Radio Software Award is an annual 
international award for the recognition of software 
projects that enhance amateur radio. The award aims 
to promote amateur radio software development 
which adhere to the same spirit as amateur 
radio itself: innovative, free and open. For more 
information about the Amateur Radio Software 
Award or a detailed schedule of the special visit 
arsaward.com 
    08/28/2021 | 65th Annual Auburn, Cord, 
Duesenberg Festival

    Aug 28-Sep 8, 0000Z-2359Z, K9A, Auburn, IN. 
Northeastern Indiana Amateur Radio Association 
(W9OU). 14.074 7.225 7.074 7.030. Certificate & 
QSL. K9A C/O Northeastern Indiana ARA, P.O. Box 
145, Auburn, IN 46706. www.w9ou.org 
    08/28/2021 | Buhl Day Celebration

    Aug 28-Sep 7, 0800Z-2200Z, W3B, Sharon, PA. 
Mercer County Amateur Radio Club. 7.185 14.240 
145.350. QSL. Mercer County Amateur Radio Club, 
PO Box 996, Sharon, PA 16146. W3B Special Event 
Station The Mercer County Amateur Radio Club 
is celebrating BUHL DAY, the 106th anniversary 
of Buhl Farm Park, which covers 300 acres in 
the Shenango Valley. The Park was given to the 
Shenango Valley community by Frank Buhl, a local 
industrialist, for the use and recreation enjoyment 
of the community in Mercer County, PA. A 
commemorative QSL will be available with a SASE. 

Send your QSL card to: Mercer County Amateur 
Radio Club PO Box 996 Sharon, PA 16146 USA 
www.w3lif.org 
    09/01/2021 | 130 Year Anniversary of the First 
K.U.K. Telegraphy Course

    Sep 1-Oct 30, 0000Z-2359Z, OE130KUK, 
Kirchberg am Wagram, AUSTRIA EUROPE. 
ADL 305 Tulln-Stockerau. 160 through 10 meters, 
CW SSB FT8. QSL. See website, for, information, 
AUSTRIA EUROPE. In 1891 a k.u.k cavalry 
telegraphist course was first established in the 
“Franz Josef-Casern” in Tulln (Lower Austria). In 
the following years (up to approx. 1917) infantry 
companies were also stationed in Tulln to learn 
telegraphy. That was unique in the imperial-royal 
monarchy Austria-Hungary. k.u.k stands for 
kaiserliche und königliche Monarchie Österreich-
Ungarn. “k.u.k.” was the inofficial abbreviation for 
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. www.qrz.com/db/
oe130kuk 
    09/03/2021 | W4V - HOOAH Deer Hunt for 
Heroes

    Sep 3-Sep 6, 2300Z-2300Z, W4V, Normal, IL. 
Chicago Suburban Radio Association - W9SW. 
14.320 7.260. QSL. Ron Delpiere-Smith -- W4V, 333 
E Vermont St, Villa Park, IL 60181-2267. Members 
of the Chicago Suburban Radio Association will be 
activating W4V – HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes 
Special Event Station over the 2021 Labor Day 
Weekend. Through sponsorship, donations and 
fundraising activities the HOOAH Organization 
arranges Hunting and Fishing activities for Disabled 
Veterans. This allows the veteran to participate 
without any cost to the themselves. The purpose 
of W4V Special Event is to bring awareness to the 
opportunities available to our disabled veterans 
through the HOOAH organization. The W4V 
activation will be from 2300 UTC September 3, 
2021 to 2300 UTC September 5, 2021 (possible 
on September 6) on 20, 40 & 80 meters More 
information about HOOAH can be found at: www. 
HooahDeerHuntforHeroes.com. www.w9sw.com 
    09/04/2021 | Fly-IN / Cruise-IN
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    Sep 4, 1200Z-1900Z, W9EBN, Marion, IN. Grant 
County Amateur Radio Club. 14.1800 DMR Talk 
Group 31189 D-Star Ref 24B 146.790- (PL 141.3). 
Certificate. Grant County Amateur Radio Club - 
W9EBN, ATTN: Fly-In / Cruise-In, P.O. Box 1786, 
Marion, IN 46952. Send a 9 inch x 12 inch Self 
Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) to receive a 
certificate. www.grantarc.org 
    09/04/2021 | Return to Paradise

    Sep 4-Sep 6, 1800Z-1800Z, K7RDG, Sierra Vista, 
AZ. Cochise Amateur Radio Association. 14.285 
7.225 3.890 14.070. Certificate. Cochise ARA, 
PO Box 1855, Sierra Vista, AZ 85636. Operating 
Voice, FT8/FT4/JS8Call from the Ghost Town of 
Paradise,AZ. WWW.K7RDG.ORG 
    09/04/2021 | Sanders County Fair

    Sep 4-Sep 5, 1600Z-2200Z, W7P, Plains, MT. 
Clark Fork Amateur Radio Club . DMR TG 31300 
Brandmeister Network; 50.313 50.323 7.074. QSL. 
Clark Fork Valley Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 
1803, Thompson Falls, MT 59873. cfvarc.org 

    09/05/2021 | 20th Memorial of the 9/11 Attacks

    Sep 5-Sep 12, 0000Z-2359Z, K4A, Cordova, AL. 
Alabama Contest Group. 3.850 7.250 14.250 21.325. 
QSL. Bob Beaudoin, 970 Mountain View Road, 
Cordova, AL 35550. CW freq 50 Khz up from the 
bottom of the band All frequencies +/- QRM Normal 
FT-8 frequencies www.alabamacontestgroup.org 
    09/05/2021 | Blue Ridge Bonanza

    Sep 5, 1300Z-2100Z, W4CA, Roanoke, VA. 
Roanoke Valley Amateur Radio Club. 14.265 7.265. 
QSL. Roanoke Valley ARC, P.O. Box 2002, Roanoke, 
VA 24009. Multiple stations/frequencies on 20 and 
40 meters. Contact as many stations along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway during the event. Commemorating 
the beginning of construction of the Parkway in 
September, 1935. A 469 mile scenic road running 
along the spine of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
through Virginia and North Carolina. https://
blueridgebonanza.info 

    09/06/2021 | Tommy Thevenow Day

    Sep 6, 1700Z-2259Z, W9EFU, Madison, IN. 
Clifty Amateur Radio Society. 28.347 14.247 7.247. 
Certificate. Jerry Barnes, 601 Spring Street, Madison, 
IN 47250. Calling CQ TT. Electronic Certificate 
upon confirmed QSO. Contact Jerry KA9PIJ@arrl.
org. Thomas Joseph Thevenow (September 6, 1903 
– July 29, 1957) born in Madison Indiana, was an 
American professional baseball shortstop. He played 
in Major League Baseball (MLB) from 1924 to 1938 
for the St. Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies, 
Pittsburgh Pirates, Cincinnati Reds, and Boston 
Bees. Thevenow epitomized the good-fielding / 
weak-hitting shortstops that prevailed in the era, 
ending his career with a fielding percentage of .947, 
but a batting average of .247 while hitting only two 
home runs in his 15-year career. He hit two home 
runs in 1926, both inside-the-park home runs, 
and then never hit another home run in his next 
12 seasons, setting a major league record of 3,347 
consecutive at bats without a home run. wjbarnes@
cinergymetro.net or https://w9efu.wordpress.com 
    09/09/2021 | September 11th 20th Anniversary 
Never Forget

    Sep 9-Sep 13, 1600Z-0200Z, N7F, Albany, OR. 
American Legion Post 10 Amateur Radio Club. 
14.250; 20 & 40 meters SSB, PSK-31, CW. QSL. N7F 
Never Forget, c/o American Legion Post 10, 1215 
Pacific Blvd. SE, Albany, OR 97321. QSL with SASE. 
Club members may operate from home. info@n7ala.
org or https://www.n7ala.org 
    09/10/2021 | In remembrance of the 20th 
anniversary of the attack on the World Trade Center 
in New York City

    Sep 10-Sep 13, 0000Z-0003Z, WA2NYC, Staten 
Island, NY. Wireless Association of New York 
City. 28.450 21.350 14.340 7.238. QSL. Wireless 
Association of New York City, 233 Wolverine Street, 
Staten Island, NY 10306. We remember the over 
twenty nine hundred souls that were lost on that day. 
D-STAR Reflector XLX020B will be monitored at the 
top of the hour wa2nyc@yahoo.com 
    09/11/2021 | Burnsville Fire Muster
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    Sep 11, 1600Z-2100Z, W0BU, Burnsville, MN. 
Twin Cities Repeater Club (TCRC). 3.850 7.225 
14.250 21.325. Certificate. TCRC , 4202 153rd Street 
West, Rosemount, MN 55068. Celebrating the 
40th anniversary of the event, which the TCRC has 
regularly participated in. Weather permitting, we 
will be operating on solar power! Information: info@
tcrc.org. www.tcrc.org 
    09/11/2021 | Flight 93 20th Anniversary

    Sep 11, 1200Z-2359Z, N3M, Stoystown, PA. 
Somerset County Amateur Radio Club and Nittany 
Amateur Radio Club. General portion of 20 and 40 
meter phone bands. QSL. N3M c/o Nittany Amateur 
Radio Club, PO Box 614, State College, PA 16801. 
Operating from the Flight 93 National Memorial, 
commemorating the passengers and crew of Flight 
93 whose heroic actions on 9/11/2001 prevented a 
planned terrorist attack on the US Capitol. www.qrz.
com/db/n3m 
    09/11/2021 | National POW MIA Recognition Day

    Sep 11-Sep 19, 0000Z-2359Z, K4MIA, 
Loxahatchee, FL. PBSEC. 28.400 18.150 14.265 7.195. 
QSL. Michael Bald, 6758 Hall Blvd, Loxahatchee, 
FL 33470. Observance of National POW MIA 
Recognition Day are held across this country on 
the third Friday in September each year. This year it 
will be on September 17. This will be the 13th year 
the special event station has been activated. The 
day was established to honor our prisoners of war 
and those who are still missing in action. There will 
be sister stations K4MIA/1, K4MIA/5 K4MIA/7 
and K4MIA/8 in operation. Days listed above are 
primary operational days and modes will operate 
SSB, CW, FT8 and Satellite operation. Throughout 
the month of Sept., K4MIA will hopefully try EME, 
Microwave and other less used digital modes. See 
QRZ for additional information and a copy of this 
year’s QSL card. Because of the volume of requests, 
you MUST SEND SASE to get a returned QSL. 
Please take time to remember our POW’s and MIA’s 
as well as their families. www.qrz.com/db/k4mia 

  

    09/11/2021 | Remembering Loretta Ensor W9UA 
30 years after her passing on 7 September 1991.

    Sep 11, 1500Z-2100Z, W0ERH/KS0KS, Olathe, 
KS. Santa Fe Trail Amateur Radio Club and Johnson 
County Radio Amateur Radio Club. 7.045MHZ 
7.250MHZ 14.045MHZ 14.250MHZ. QSL. KS0KS, 
Santa Fe Trail Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 3144, 
Olathe, KS 66063. W0ERH/KS0KS, Olathe, KS. 
Santa Fe Trail Amateur Radio Club/Johnson County 
Amateur Radio Club. 7.045 7.250 14.045 14.250. 
We will be operating under Loretta Ensor’s call sign 
W9UA. QSL. KS0KS, Santa Fe Trail Amateur Radio 
Club, PO Box 3144, Olathe, KS 66063. Also working 
30 Meters (10.12mhz) as conditions change. We will 
be spotting as well. www.w0erh.org and www.sftarc.
org www.sftarc.org 
    09/11/2021 | Route 66 On The Air

    Sep 11-Sep 19, 0001Z-2359Z, W6JBT, San 
Bernardino, CA. Citrus Belt Amateur Radio Club. 
3.866 7.266 14.266 28.466. Certificate & QSL. 
Citrus Belt Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 3788, 
San Bernardino, CA 92413. Come join the fun 
celebrating the road that built America. Opened 
in 1926, US Route 66 was the first major improved 
highway to link the West Coast with the nation’s 
heartland; it once served as the backdrop for a 
popular TV show and has been the subject of songs 
and stories. There will be 21 stations — two of them 
“rovers” — operating in or around the major cities 
along Route 66 from Santa Monica, California to 
Chicago, Illinois. They will use 1 × 1 W6-prefix 
special event call signs. www.w6jbt.org 
    09/11/2021 | USS Midway Museum Ship Special 
Event: USS Midway Commisioning

    Sep 11, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA. 
USS Midway (CV-41) Museum Ship. 14.320 7.250 
PSK and CW on various HF bands DSTAR on 
various reflectors. QSL. USS Midway Museum Ship 
COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 
92101. Please check spotting networks to find us on 
HF. Consult www.dstarusers.org to find our call sign 
NI6IW and Reporting Note to see what reflector 
we’re using. Note: Typical QSL turn-around time is 4 
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to 6 weeks after receiving request with SASE. www.
qrz.com/db/ni6iw 
    09/17/2021 | Clay County Pioneer Day

    Sep 17-Sep 18, 1700Z-0459Z, KF5DFD, Henrietta, 
TX. Clay County Amateur Radio Club. 7.255 
14.255 . QSL. Brent Boydston, 103 N. Crockett St., 
Henrietta, TX 76365. The inaugural gathering of old-
time residents of Clay County was called for August 
19, 1932, at 3 p.m. by a group of local club women. 
The Clay County Pioneer Association was organized 
at this meeting. Committees were appointed to 
formulate it’s Constitution and By-Laws, and to 
arrange for its First Reunion October 28, 1932. 
Today it is a big home-coming for the entire area 
and a real live Rodeo. Hats are not optional! Check 
in to the event and learn more about the interesting 
history of Clay County Texas. Keep an eye on the 
Clay County Skywarn FB page (www.facebook.com/
groups/skywarn.clay.county) for more information 
about event. Bonus dates, times and hours may be 
added!. www.facebook.com/groups/skywarn.clay.
county 
    09/17/2021 | WBZ AM 1030 100th Anniversary

    Sep 17-Sep 19, 1300Z-2359Z, W1W/W1B/W1Z, 
Billerica, MA. Billerica Amateur Radio Society 
(B.A.R.S.) and Hampden County Radio Association 
(HCRA). 18.150 14.250 7.275 3.950. Certificate & 
QSL. Douglas A Bruce, 67 John Street, Reading, MA 
01867-2701. https://nediv.arrl.org/wbz100 
    09/18/2021 | 75th Anniversary Moses Scout 
Reservation

    Sep 18, 1300Z-1900Z, W1M, Russell, MA. 
Western Mass Council BSA. 14.250 7.250. QSL. Tom 
Barker, WA1HRH, 329 Faraway Road, Whitefield, 
NH 03598. special qsl via eqsl and sase via usps.
    09/18/2021 | 80th Anniversary of the Launch of 
the USS Massachusetts

    Sep 18, 1000Z-1600Z, NE1PL, Fall River, MA. 
USTNR. 14.258. QSL. Rick Emord, 135 Wareham 
st, Middleboro, MA 02346. We will be on 20 and 40 
meters at least, spotted on the cluster, phone for sure, 
digital and cw are possible. contact kb1tee or n1umj 

for details/info/questions. www.ne1pl.org 
    09/18/2021 | Harvey House on the Air

    Sep 18, 1400Z-2100Z, W0EBB, Leavenworth, 
KS. Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club. 28.380 21.380 
14.280 7.260. Certificate & QSL. Charles Jackson, 
717 Mt. Calvary Rd, Lansing, KS 66043. n0cs@arrl.
net 

    09/18/2021 | International Talk Like A Pirate Day

    Sep 18-Sep 19, 1300Z-2200Z, K9P, Danville, IN. 
Hendricks County Amateur Radio Society. 14.262 
7.212 3.812. QSL. Tom Hansen, 410 W US Highway 
40, Clayton, IN 46118-9307. Fun event, talk like a 
pirate. Know yer port (QTH) and yer ship’s name.
    09/18/2021 | Titan Missle Museum

    Sep 18, 1600Z-2020Z, KT7RC, Tucson, AZ. 
Tortolita Radio Club. CW: 7.040, 14.040 SSB: 7.200, 
14.250 FT-8: 7.074, 18.100. Certificate. Request, 
certificate at, contact@tortolita-rc.com.. No paper 
QSL’s. Request certificate at contact@tortolita-rc.
com. https://tortolita-rc.com 
    09/20/2021 | Wyatt Earp Fest

    Sep 20-Sep 25, 0100Z-0100Z, W0E, Lamar, MO. 
Kilowatt Amateur Radio Club. 14.250. QSL. Kilowatt 
ARC (K0KWC), 700 Hagny St., Lamar, MO 64759. 
kilowattarc@hotmail.com 
    09/24/2021 | Speculator Applefest

    Sep 24-Sep 26, 1200Z-1200Z, W2H, Speculator, 
NY. Hamilton County Radio Club. 3958 mhz 7230 
mhz 3531 mhz 7031 mhz. QSL. Peter Weaver, NYS 
Rt 8, Lake Pleasant, NY 12108. www.hamcoarc.org 
    09/25/2021 | Covered Bridge Special Event

    Sep 25, 1200Z-2200Z, K1SV, Arlington, VT. 
Southern Vermont Amateur Radio Club. 146.520 
28.333 14.318 7.245. Certificate & QSL. Alden Jones, 
IV, 222 Northside Dr., Bennington, VT 05201. www.
sovarc.org 
    09/25/2021 | LCARA - Somernites Cruise 
September
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    Sep 25, 1200Z-1800Z, K4S, Somerset, KY. Lake 
Cumberland Amateur Radio Association. 14.210 
14.220 14.230 14.240. QSL. Wanda Munsey, 600 W. 
Hwy 837, Nancy, KY 42544. lcara.net 
    09/25/2021 | Masonic Lodges on the Air (CQ 
More Light)

    Sep 25, 1400Z-2200Z, K1I, Reisterstown, MD. 
Ionic Lodge #145. 3.825 7.200 14.250 21.300. 
Certificate & QSL. Mark Rauen , C/O Ionic Lodge 
#145, 85 Main Street , Reisterstown, MD 21136. 
Promoting public awareness of ham radio and 
Freemasonry with fraternal greetings among Hams, 
Freemasons and Masonic Lodges around the world. 
www.gemeny.com/AA3NM/CQ-MoreLight.html 
    09/25/2021 | Net Operator Recognition Event

    Sep 25, 1600Z-2200Z, W4YK, Hendersonville, NC. 
Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club. 14.238 MHz. QSL. 
David Day, 11 Mountain Spring Dr, Hendersonville, 
NC 28739. This event is to recognize and thank those 
individuals who have served as net operators for 
their local amateur radio clubs. radioclub.org 
     

    09/25/2021 | North America’s Most Westerly 
Contiguous Highway Point

    Sep 25-Sep 26, 1900Z-1900Z, KL7HOM, Anchor 
Point, AK. South Peninsula Amateur Radio Club. 
14.249 18.149 7.249 14.049. QSL. Thomas Kerns, 
1189 Cook Way, Homer, AK 99603. https://www.qrz.
com/db/KL7HOM 
    09/25/2021 | Peshtigo Fire 150th Anniversary

    Sep 25, 1200Z-2100Z, K9P, Peshtigo, WI. 
Marinette & Menominee Amateur Radio Club. 
14.305 14.055 7.285 7.080 . Certificate. Arden D. 
Nelson, 329 Brown Ave., Peshtigo, WI 54157. www.
w8pif.com 
    09/25/2021 | SENRC 85th Anniversary

    Sep 25-Sep 26, 1521Z-1519Z, N0N, Lincoln, NE. 
Southeast Nebraska Amateur Radio Club. 7.180 
14.230. Certificate & QSL. Charles Bennett, PO Box 
67181, Lincoln, NE 68506. senebrradioclub@gmail.

com or https://www.facebook.com/SENRC 
    09/25/2021 | VOA Bethany Station 77th 
Anniversary

    Sep 25-Sep 26, 1600Z-2100Z, WC8VOA, 
West Chester, OH. West Chester Amateur Radio 
Association. 14.268 7.268. Certificate & QSL. West 
Chester ARA - QSL Manager, P.O. Box 913, West 
Chester, OH 45071. QSL Direct or via the bureau, 
please look at our QSL policy on our website or 
QRZ. An electronic certificate will be available for 
download after the event is over, it might take up 
to 24 hours after the event to get your certificate. 
Details will be posted on our website: www.wc8voa.
org 

September 2021                 East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 24



Today we will have a close look at an indirectly 
heated medium mu triode, the metal type 6J5 

and it’s glass equivalents 6J5G and 6J5GT. The 
electrical characteristics of the 6J5 are identical 
to the ubiquitous 6SN7. It only contains a single 
triode instead of two as in the 6SN7. The 6SN7 is 
very popular among amplifier builders and also 
found it’s way into many commercial designs. There 
are good reasons for it’s popularity. It is very linear 
and has a decently low plate resistance making 
it suitable as driver in power amps. Pretty much 
everybody who builds amplifiers at some point 
used or considered the 6SN7. Hence it got quite 
costly. Therefor it is surprising that the electrically 
identical 6J5 seems not to be very popular and is still available at low prices.

The 6J5 uses an octal base. The pinout is pictured on the left. It has an amplification 
factor of 20 which classifies it as medium mu triode. The plate resistance is about 
7kOhm which makes this tube usable with transformer coupling. Of course it is 
equally well usable LC or RC coupled or as a cathode follower. It is very often 
used in the famous and once popular SRPP and mu-follower circuits. The complete 
datasheet can be found here. Although it is a very nice tube, I rarely find it to match 
my needs. As a driver tube in a power amp it has just too little gain for a 2 stage design. Using two of them  cascaded 
(or two halves of a 6SN7) provides way too much gain. That’s why I prefer tubes like 6N7 as drivers for small output 
tubes. For large output tubes like 300B or even 211 where the 6N7 has too high of a drive impedance, the 6J5 is 
not much better either. While still ok for a 300B maybe, I would not consider it for the large transmitting tubes.

A fine tube, which deserves more use! That’s why I will be using it in a stand alone phono 
preamplifier, which is based on the phono section of my Octal preamplifier. It will replace the 6N7 
in that circuit for getting a lower output impedance to make that phono section usable stand alone.

There is another good use for the 6J5. In power 
amps which use both halves of the 6N7 paralleled, 
a 6J5 can be used without modifications.

Credit: 
https://vinylsavor.blogspot.com/2013/03/tube-of-
month-6j5.html

6J5 Medium Mu Triode
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Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Solar 
activity continues to increase. In last week’s 

bulletin ARLP027 average daily sunspot number 
was 34.7. This week it jumped to 55.6. Average 
daily solar flux increased from 86.9 to 88.9.

Despite solar flare activity pushing a sudden 
ionospheric disturbance and a dramatic HF radio 
blackout (on July 3), the average daily planetary 
A index for the week was only 5.7, down from 6.1 
last week. The average middle latitude A index 
was also 6.1 last week, and it was 6.3 this week.

The July 3 flare was an X1.5-class event, the 
biggest since September 2017 and the only 
X-Class solar flare since then. It got readers 
wondering what was up.

Highlights of Solar and Geomagnetic Activity
16 - 22 August 2021

Solar activity was low. Multiple C-class events 
were observed from Region 2859 (N19, L=140, class/area, Cao/140 on 22 Aug) including the largest, a C3 flare 
at 20/1557 UTC. No Earth-directed CMEs were observed in available imagery. No proton events were observed 
at geosynchronous orbit. The greater than 2 MeV electron flux at geosynchronous orbit reached
moderate levels throughout the reporting period. Geomagnetic field activity ranged from quiet to unsettled 
levels due to CH HSS influence.

Forecast of Solar and Geomagnetic Activity
23 August - 18 September 2021

Solar activity is expected to be very low with a chance for C-class
flare activity. 

No proton events are expected at geosynchronous orbit.

The greater than 2 MeV electron flux at geosynchronous orbit is
expected to reach high levels on 27-30 Aug, with moderate levels
throughout the remainder of the outlook period. 

Geomagnetic field activity is expected to reach active levels on
25-26 Aug and 03 Sep, unsettled levels on 23-26 Aug and 02-03, 11-12
Sep due to recurrent CH HSS activity. Quiet levels are expected
throughout the remainder of the outlook period.

K7RA Solar Update
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Come by the West End Fair this week and visit EPARA!

Here are Ruth Ann W9FBO and our club Pres, Chris AJ3C “watching the shack.” For anyone new to 
the hobby or interesting in getting started, come by during the fair at the Everet Building & we’ll steer 
you in the right direction.
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Plaques and other projects are made to order.  Contact Bill AB3ME for more info.

Prices do vary depending on the style ordered and start at $40 shipped locally to 
your door for a “basic plaque”  Wood available is Butternut, Oak - light and dark, 
Black Walnut, Cherry and Hemlock Pine. Various fonts are also available.   Local 

shipping via USPS is $8 and $15 for out of area.  Construction time is expected to be a minimum of a 
few days due to the engraving and finishing process.  

Keepsake boxes are also being offered using the same materials along with brass hardware and finger 
joint construction.  Engraving for boxes is free up to 10 square inches and can be done on the top 
and inside of the boxes.  Pricing starts at $225 per box.  Work time is a minimum two weeks for 
construction. PayPal is the preferred method of payment, checks accepted however work will not start 
until your check clears my bank.  My PayPal address for payment is... ab3me47@gmail.com

For more information please visit: Carpenterwoodworksusa.com 

Custom wood plaques done via CNC router!
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Equipment for sale by AB3ME

These items were purchased by myself for field day 2018 and have not been used since.  
Have been kept in weatherproof storage cases with desiccant since.  I have kept the 
removed pluck foam for all weatherproof cases.

 Additional items for sale:
1.  1 each Dentron Super Tuner, 1000 watt, w/ balun, wire or coax feeds 5 star eham rating......
Price = $175.00 see pic,excellent condition.

2.  1 each Dentron Junior Tuner, 300 watt, w/balun, wire or coax feeds 4.9 star eham rating.....
Price = $125.00 see pic, excellent condition.
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