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Our 25Th Year!

Next Club Meeting:  october  14th
Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Welcome to the EPARA Beacon! This newsletter is published monthly and is the 
official newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association. EPARA 

has served the amateur radio community in the Pocono Mountains for over 25 years. We 
have been an ARRL affiliated club since 1995.   We offer opportunities for learning and 
the advancement of skills in the radio art for hams and non-hams alike.   EPARA supports 
Monroe County ARES/RACES in their mission of providing emergency communications 
for served agencies in Monroe County.   Feel free to join us at one of our meetings or 
operating events during the year. The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, 
at the Monroe County 911 Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 
7:30 P.M. Anyone interested is invited to participate in our meetings and activities.

ZOOM Meeting Info:     Meetings begin at 7:30PM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85463346031?pwd=bU1KcVZ0aVZiVEUvdjRsUXlNNHZkZz09

Meeting ID: 854 6334 6031  Password: 244632
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Postal Address: Web Site: Send dues to: Newsletter submissions to:

EPARA https://www.qsl.net/n3is/ EPARA Eric Weis, N3SWR Editor

PO Box 521 Email: PO Box 521 EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net

Sciota, PA 18354 N3IS@qsl.net Sciota, PA 18354

Contact Information

October brings fall and the nighttime temps are already getting crisp. Time to plan 
that antenna maintenance you may have been putting off, get it done before winter 

sets in.

So, in September we held our first HamFest in over 15 years, and it was a huge success. 
It was well attended, selling over 130 tickets. We filled up the tailgater’s section and 
most of the tables under the pavilion. Everyone had an enjoyable day! We will be doing 
this again as it will be an annual event. I want to thank everyone who helped make the 
hamfest a success, the donations of food, equipment, and time made it possible. I want 
to extend a special thank you to Walt W3FNZ for coordinating the event, your efforts 
in organizing this event made it so successful!

At our October meeting we will be going over the hamfest income, we also will be 
approving the annual budget for 2022. We delayed this from last month until we knew 
what our income would be.  October 9th and 10th is the PA QSO party, Bob W3BMM 
will be hosting a club station so If you want to be part of this get a hold of him. Our 
next big event will be the Christmas dinner in December.  I am hopeful we can do it this 
year, last year we canceled it due to Covid.

That’s if for now, I hope to see many of you on September 9th at our next meeting. 73
Chris AJ3C

President Chris Saunders AJ3C:  aj3c@gmx.com Vice President Bill Carpenter AB3ME:  bill47@ptd.net

Secretary Kevin Forest W3KCF: w3kcf@outlook.com Treasurer Scott Phelan KC3IAO: kc3iao@hobbyguild.com

Member at Large Eric Weis N3SWR:  n3swr@ptd.net ARES EC  Charles Borger KB3JUF  KB3JUF@gmail.com

From The President
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EPARA Net list
Monroe county ARES-RACES – Sunday’s 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL -100 Hz

The Monday Night Pimple Hill repeater 8:30 PM ( Repeater freq = 447.275 with a - 5MHz 
offset) DMR TECH Net on TG314273* Time Slot 2

SPARK Information/Swap Net – Tuesday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz

The Wednesday Night EPARA Hot Spot DMR Rag Chew net at 8:30 PM, TG 3149822*  Time 
Slot 2 (N3IS Talk Group)

EPARA Tech Net – Friday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL +131.8 Hz

*TG = Talk Group
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Rule #1 of Amateur Radio, it is a hobby, unless you figured out a way to fashion a living out of it.
Rule #2 of Amateur Radio, life is not a hobby and typically carries heavy responsibilities of everything that is 
not a hobby. 
Rule #3 of Amateur Radio, never give up a LIFE event for a Ham event. You may make some great memories 
at the Ham event, but the guilt you may carry missing a LIFE event can be a terribly heavy millstone.
Rule #4 of Amateur Radio,  as technology moves forward, so does Ham Radio - do what makes you happiest, 
experiment with other elements of Ham Radio as LIFE allows.
Rule #5 of Amateur Radio,  it is only Ham Radio, when confused always refer to Rule #1 through #4.

EPARA Patches: Club patches are in!  For 
those that ordered them please step forward 
to collect them.  We also have extra just in 
case ...

EPARA Club Dues
Club dues were due January 1st.  For those that 
missed the chance to stay current, there are two (2) 
methods available to pay to help make this easy for 
all.  Contact Scott KC3IAO via his email: KC3IAO@
hobbyguild.com and you can send him a check or 
pay via PayPal.  

New EPARA hat design under 
consideration!
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What is digital time division multiplexing? 

A. Two or more data streams are assigned to discrete sub-carriers on an FM transmitter 
B. Two or more signals are arranged to share discrete time slots of a data transmission 
C. Two or more data streams share the same channel by transmitting time of transmission as the 
sub-carrier 
D. Two or more signals are quadrature modulated to increase bandwidth efficiency 

Last month’s answer was, D.  In binary encoding, the number of levels that can be encoded by a 
certain number of bits is 2 to the power of the number of bits. So an 8 bit  ADC can encode an an-
alog input to one in 256 different levels (2⁸ = 256). The values can represent the ranges from 0 to 
255.

The EPARA HOT SPOT Wednesday night DMR rag chew is here!
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda
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To: All EPARA Members and Users of the WA3MDP Repeater System

Re: The 147.045 Repeater Malicious Interference

Over the past few years the 147.045 repeater here in Monroe County has been plagued with an 
increasing amount of deliberate and malicious interference.  While some of this interference has been 
directed at some specific operators the end results has been a wide area large foot print repeater that 
get little to no use except for a few regularly scheduled nets.

This is not a problem that is special to just the 147.045 system. Nationwide FM repeaters (and HF 
bands for the matter) are also being interfered with deliberately and the FCC lacks the manpower and 
ability to search out the people causing the issues. 

The ARRL in conjunction with the FCC reorganized the Volunteer Monitor program a while back to 
assist in tracking down QRM on all of the amateur bands. While some progress has been made there 
obviously is a lot more to be done. 

A small dedicated group has been tracking the QRM locally by various means for over a year. While 
some of the sources have been narrowed down it is now time to get the rest of the local ham community 
involved. 

What we are asking people to do is when you listen to the 147.045 repeater also listen to the “input” 
frequency which is 147.645 (no tone is required). If you should hear any of the malicious and deliberate 
QRM occurring, do the following:

1) DO NOT ENGAGE IN A CONVERSATION WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

2) If you hear farting, cat calls, high pitch cartoon voices, music, etc write down the DATE, TIME, 
YOUR LOCATION and APPROX STRENGTH OF THE QRM STATION. If you have a beam antenna 
and can provide a heading that would be great too!

3) Send your listening report to the email address LIDSonzero45@gmail.com.

ALL information will be kept confidential and with this added information we hope to narrow down 
the locations that have already been identified. 

In closing let me assure you that the people looking for the sources of the interference are doing so 
with the blessing of the repeater owners. It is our desire to see the 147.045 repeater system return to 
the quality repeater that it used to be many years ago. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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Anyone looking to take an exam is encouraged to contact Chris 
AJ3C to preregister at least one (1) week in advance of  the test 

date. If  you have any questions or to register, Chris can be reached 
via email AJ3C@GMX.COM. VE sessions are being held the 4th Fri-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Monroe County 911 training cen-
ter. Seating is limited for the time being so we can follow the health 
guidelines set forth by the county and state.   
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ARES/RACES meetings are now being held on the fourth Friday of each month at 7PM.  The meetings 
are once again being held at the 911 call center.   These meetings will serve as training sessions covering 
several aspects of amateur radio emergency communications. We will start with traffic handling and 
the use of Radiograms and the ICS 213 general message form. Future sessions will cover the use 
of several ICS forms and the setup and use of digital communication 
modes including Winlink, Packet Radio, APRS, and the FLDIGI 
software  program. Meeting are open to all, you do not need to be an 
ARES/RACES team member to attend. 

Don't forget to sign up with with ARES Connect if you haven't done so 
already and if you plan to attend the meeting or check-in to the weekly 
net remember to register you attendance on the ares connect page. To 
sign please use this link: https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/lp/epa

Want to Put Your Ham Radio Skills to Good Use? Get Involved in 

EmComm!
One of the missions of the Amateur Radio Service is for amateur radio operators to provide 

public service and emergency communications (EmComm) when needed. We act as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service and pitch in to help our communities and first responders.

So, what organizations are out there for community-minded amateur radio operators and what can 
we do to help?

Join In
One good entry point into public service and emergency communications is to join SkyWarn, a 
volunteer program run by the National Weather Service (NWS) with more than 290,000 trained 
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the NWS.

Not all of these weather spotters are amateur radio operators, but many are. Amateur radio 
communications can report severe weather in real time. When severe weather is imminent, 
SkyWarn spotters are deployed to the areas where severe weather is expected. A net is activated on a 
local repeater and SkyWarn spotters who are Hams check into that net. The net control advises the 
spotters when they might expect to see severe weather, and the spotters report conditions such as 
horizontal winds, large hail, rotating clouds, and even tornadoes.
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To become a SkyWarn spotter, you must attend a class that teaches you the basics of severe weather, 
how to identify potentially severe weather features, and how to report them. The classes are free and 
typically last about two hours. Check your local NWS website for class schedules.

ARES/RACES/CERT
Another way Hams can become involved in public service and emergency communication is to 
join an ARES or RACES  group. Technically, these are two separate services—the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) is run by the ARRL, while the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) is a function of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amateur radio 
operators who typically take part in one also take part in the other.

To participate in RACES, you’ll need to take some self-study FEMA courses in emergency 
preparedness and emergency-response protocols. Classes may or may not be required to participate 
in ARES. These requirements are set by each individual ARES group. To get involved with either 
ARES or RACES, ask your local club members when they meet. You can also contact the Section 
Manager or Emergency Coordinator for your ARRL section. To contact them, click here and find the 
section that you live in.

Amateur radio operators belonging to ARES (and its predecessor, the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps) have responded to local and regional disasters since the 1930s, including the 9/11 attacks, 
and Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Michael, among others.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program trains volunteers—both Hams and 
non-hams—how to be prepared for disasters that may impact their area. They provide basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations. CERT offers a nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that first 
responders can rely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks.

What Gear Do You Need?
For most local needs, a 5-watt VHF/UHF handheld transceiver is sufficient for utilizing local 
repeaters to relay messages and report on conditions as they exist. Replacing the radio’s stock 
antenna with a higher gain antenna or connecting it to a magnetic mount on a vehicle will increase 
range significantly.

Even better is a VHF/UHF mobile radio installed in your vehicle with 25 or more watts output and a 
good mobile antenna. In the event the repeater loses power, you can talk over a considerably larger 
area in simplex mode with the extra power and a good mobile antenna.
If you work with an ARES or RACES group, you may be asked to act as a county control station. In 
this capacity, you’d need both HF and VHF transceivers in a fixed location, such as your house, with 
a good antenna system and emergency power capabilities like a generator or batteries. This allows 
you to make contacts within your state and throughout the U.S.

Helping Hams
Ham radio can play a key role in emergency situations. Here are a few examples:
• Ham radio connected firefighters and police departments, Red Cross workers, and other 

emergency personnel during the 2003 blackout that affected the northeast United States.
• In 2017, fifty amateur radio operators were dispatched to Puerto Rico to provide 

communications services in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
• Amateur radio operators provided communications in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 

bombing when cellphone systems became overloaded.
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• During Hurricane Katrina, more than one thousand ARES volunteers assisted in the aftermath 
and provided communications for the American Red Cross.

• During the devastating Oklahoma tornado outbreak that began in May 1999, amateur radio 
operators—giving timely ground-truth reports of severe weather—played a critical role in 
the warning and decision-making processes at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

• 
• 
Credit: https://www.onallbands.com/want-to-put-your-ham-radio-skills-to-good-use-get-involved-
in-emcomm/
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I hate to admit it but I’m actually at a loss for words to type here 
at the moment.  This is typically the last section I fill out before 

things are finalized and I create the final PDF version of this 
newsletter.  Moving along......  :)

The hamfest was a complete success in my eyes.  I’m sure we could nitpick it but what’s the point?  
We all learned a bunch from the experience and I do know that planning is already going on behind 
the scene for next years event.  And lets be honest here too - would you rather park cars instead - NO!

I talked to many folks and reconnected with those that I missed for months - that part right there was 
nice, even if I didn’t buy a single item there.  My wife Faith W3INK also had a blast and made some 
friends along the way.  

Someone asked me - and I apologize since I can’t 
remember who you are - about the older EPARA Beacon 
newsletter.  Remember that??  Well it just happens I do 
have a copy from October 2017.  I included it at the very 
end of this edition so you can truly see where the club 
has gone because it has definitely grown.  You all have 
yourselves to thank for that.  It’s no lie that its been hard 
work and the efforts are paying off.  Again, THANKS TO 
ALL for making our club what it is today!  Now go have 
a good look at the BEACON and compare  :)

Till next month,  73

Eric N3SWR

Topics of Interest

Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic 
digital modes and would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that 

you think others would find interesting? Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for 
publication. Submitted articles (are suggested) to be no more than a page or two in length and 
may be edited for content and grammar. The EPARA officers and newsletter editor reserve the 
right to determine which items will be included in The Beacon. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the 
month. The publication date will be at the end of each month. Copyrights are the property of their respective 
owners and their use is strictly non-profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. 

If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the newsletter, 
forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over the 
backs of heads. Many hams may be way too overweight, so please consider using a wide-angled lens.

Disclaimer
The Beacon is not representative of the views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views

and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s).

Eric,  N3SWR

“Failure is an option here. If things aren’t failing, you aren’t innovating enough.”
- Elon Musk
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Contests!
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    09/01/2021 | 130 Year Anniversary of the First 
K.U.K. Telegraphy Course

    Sep 1-Oct 30, 0000Z-2359Z, OE130KUK, 
Kirchberg am Wagram, AUSTRIA EUROPE. 
ADL 305 Tulln-Stockerau. 160 through 10 meters, 
CW SSB FT8. QSL. See website, for, information, 
AUSTRIA EUROPE. In 1891 a k.u.k cavalry 
telegraphist course was first established in the 
“Franz Josef-Casern” in Tulln (Lower Austria). In 
the following years (up to approx. 1917) infantry 
companies were also stationed in Tulln to learn 
telegraphy. That was unique in the imperial-royal 
monarchy Austria-Hungary. k.u.k stands for 
kaiserliche und königliche Monarchie Österreich-
Ungarn. “k.u.k.” was the inofficial abbreviation for 
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. www.qrz.com/db/
oe130kuk 
    10/01/2021 | Rochester DX Association 73rd 
Anniversary

    Oct 1-Oct 31, 0001Z-2359Z, W2RDX/73, 
East Rochester, NY. Rochester DX Association. 
14.250. QSL. Chris Shalvoy- K2CS (W2RDX) , 512 
Beechwood Dr., East Rochester, NY 14445. Help 
celebrate the 73rd anniversary of the Rochester DX 
Association - CW, SSB and Digital modes will be 
covered on all bands - Please go to RDXA.com for 
up to date operating and QSL information. Don’t 
forget to enter the New York QSO Party (NYQP) 
which will be held on 16 October, 2021 - head to 
NYQP.org for contest rules. Best DX es 73! www.
rdxa.com 
    10/02/2021 | Blount County Amateur Radio Club 
35 Year Celebration

    Oct 2-Oct 5, 1800Z-2300Z, W4BLT, Alton, AL. 
Blount County Amateur Radio Club. 21.370 14.270 
7.275 3.870. QSL. Daryl Isbell, W4DAI, P.O. Box 
51, Alton, AL 35015. Please include an SASE. www.
w4blt.org 
    10/02/2021 | Lester Dent - Doc Savage Special 
Event

    Oct 2-Oct 3, 1500Z-2359Z, W0D, Macon, MO. 
Macon County Amateur Radio Club. 14.250 7.200. 
Certificate. Dale Bagley, 1402 Eastern Dr., Macon, 
MO 63552. the Macon County Amateur Radio Club 
will operate the Lester Dent-Doc Savage Special 
Event W0D, in Macon, MO. The purpose of the 
Special Event is to honor of the accomplishments of 
Lester Dent, one of the most prolific writers of Pulp 
Fiction, and an Amateur Radio Operator. It is also 
the creation of his creation, the first “Superhero” 
Doc Savage. A colorful certificate will be provided to 
those that contact the Special Event Station and send 
a QSL including a # 10 SASE to the Macon County 
Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 13, Macon, MO 
63552. dbagley@cvalley.net 
    10/02/2021 | World’s Largest Horseshoe Crab 
Roadside Attraction

    Oct 2, 1400Z-2000Z, K8HO, Hillsboro, OH. 
Highland Amateur Radio Association. 7.220 14.220. 
Certificate. Highland Amateur Radio Association, 21 
Highland Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133. highlandara@
gmail.com 
    10/03/2021 | 2021 Yankee Steam-Up

    Oct 3, 1300Z-2000Z, N1EPJ, East Greenwich, 
RI. Massie Wireless Club. 3.825 7.25 14.258 14.058. 
QSL. Massie Wireless Club N1EPJ, P.O. Box 883, 
East Greenwich, RI 02818. Special Event: Sunday, 
October 3, 2021, New England Wireless & Steam 
Museum Yankee Steam-Up. The Massie Wireless 
Club will activate call sign N1EPJ to commemorate 
Steam-Up Day, an annual event for over 50 years. For 
QSL, send a SASE to: Massie Wireless Club N1EPJ, 
P.O. Box 883, East Greenwich, RI 02818. Suggested 
CW frequencies: 3.558, 7.058, and 14.058. Suggested 
SSB frequencies: 3.825, 7.25, and 14.258. Operating 
from morning to late afternoon (13:00 - 20:00 UTC). 
Check the museum website ( http://www.newsm.org 
)and QRZ page for updated details. NEWSM.ORG 
    10/03/2021 | Fire Prevention Week Special Event

    Oct 3-Oct 9, 0000Z-2359Z, N0F-N9F+, East 
Hanover, NJ. Siemens Fire Safety USA Amateur 
Radio Club. 212.5 14.225 7.175 3.800. Certificate 
& QSL. Siemens Fire Safety USA Amateur Radio 
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Club, 8 Fernwood Road, East Hanover, NJ 07936. 
Promoting fire safety during the annual Fire 
Prevention Week. 12 stations including N0F-
N9F plus bonus stations KF2IRE and VA3FIRE. 
Certificate for working any 10 of the 12 stations.All 
bands, all modes. Watch for spots. hamfire.com 
    10/03/2021 | National Royal Rangers Week

    Oct 3-Oct 9, 1800Z-2200Z, KD9FDH, Madison, 
IN. Royal Rangers Amateur Radio Club. 28.435. 
Certificate & QSL. Jerry Barnes, 601 Spring Street, 
Madison, IN 47250. See us on Facebook KD9FDH 
Royal Rangers Amateur Radio Club and on QRZ. 
wjbarnes@cinergymetro.net or www.qrz.com/db/
kd9fdh 

10/04/2021 | Senator Barry M. Goldwater Memorial 
and AZ QSO Party

Oct 4-Oct 9, 1500Z-2100Z, K7UGA, Chandler, 
AZ. Central Arizona DX Association. All bands, 
all modes. QSL. Bob Davies, K7BHM, 1623 N. Los 
Altos Ct., Chandler, AZ 85224. Five-day Special 
Event leading up to AZQP. www.cadxa.org 
10/09/2021 | 200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail.

Oct 9, 1500Z-2000Z, KS0KS, Olathe, KS. Sant Fe 
Trail Amateur Radio Club. 7.280 10.118 14.280 
18.080. QSL. SFTARC, P.O. Box 3144, Olathe, KS 
66063. Operating from Lone Elm Park at the site 
of the original Lone Elm Campground that served 
travelers on the Santa Fe, California and Oregon 
Trails in the 1800s. sftarc.org 
10/09/2021 | Get Your Park ON! Celebrating Earth 
Science Week

Oct 9-Oct 17, 0000Z-2359Z, many 1x1s, worldwide. 
US Affiliate (KFF), Worldwide Flora and Fauna. All 
bands, all modes. Certificate & QSL. See QRZ.com, 
for , information. Check WWFF website for a list of 
participating calls, including N2G, N4G, K5G, N5G, 
N6G, N9G, K8P, N0M. QRZ.com or www.wwff.us 
10/09/2021 | Joplin Hamfest / Tailgater

Oct 9, 1300Z-1800Z, W0IN, Joplin, MO. Joplin 

Amateur Radio Club, Inc.. 147.210. QSL. Joplin 
ARC, Inc, P.O. Box 2983, Joplin, MO 64803-2983. 
jimjohannes@sbcglobal.net 
10/09/2021 | USS Midway Museum Ship Special 
Event: US Navy Birthday

Oct 9, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA. USS 
Midway (CV-41) Museum Ship. 14.320 7.250 
PSK and CW on various HF bands DSTAR on 
various reflectors. QSL. USS Midway Museum Ship 
COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 
92101. Please check spotting networks to find us on 
HF. Consult www.dstarusers.org to find our call sign 
NI6IW and Reporting Note to see what reflector 
we’re using. Note: Typical QSL turn-around time is 4 
to 6 weeks after receiving request with SASE. www.
qrz.com/db/ni6iw 
10/09/2021 | WWI Code Talker Commemoration

Oct 9-Oct 11, 1400Z-0200Z, W5D, Tuskahoma, 
OK. Vm Okla Nan Ola ARC. PSK31: 7.070, 14.070, 
21.070; LSB: 7.218; USB: 21.318 14.318 . Certificate. 
WI5ND Attn: Holly Sharrock KG5SSJ, 12715 N 410 
Road, Hulbert, OK 74441. https://www.facebook.
com/Vm-Okla-Nan-Ola-104220878292184/ or 
https://www.qrz.com/db/wi5nd 
10/16/2021 | Fort Massac Encampment Honoring 
Fort Massac Heritage

Oct 16-Oct 17, 2200Z-1700Z, W9DUE, Metropolis, 
IL. Massac County Amateur Radio Club. All bands, 
all modes. QSL. Massac County ARC, P.O. Box 5, 
Metropolis, IL 62960. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/151861769202256 
10/16/2021 | JOTA/JOTI

Oct 16, 1300Z-1900Z, W1M, Russell, MA. Western 
Mass Council--BSA. 7.060 7.250 14.060 14.250. QSL. 
Tom Barker, 329 Faraway Road, Whitefield, NH 
03598. Worldwide scouting event in which young 
people use ham radio to connect with each other. 
W1M will also be on BrandMeister TG 907. Paper 
logging, eqsl and postal sase for qsl. This event is 
about spending time letting young people talk on the 
radio. It is not a contest. W1M is a portable station in 
a rustic camp setting.
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    10/16/2021 | Yorktown Surrender Day Event

    Oct 16, 1400Z-2000Z, K4RC, Williamsburg, VA. 
Williamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club. 14.265 
7.265. Certificate & QSL. QSL Manager, P.O. Box 
1470, Williamsburg, VA 23187. 240th anniversary 
of the British surrender to the joint American and 
French forces in Yorktown, VA, ending the American 
Revolutionary War on October 19, 1781. K4RC.net 
    10/17/2021 | Shenandoah National Park Special 
Event

    Oct 17-Oct 23, 0600Z-0600Z, W4DO, 
Charlottesville, VA. Albemarle Amateur Radio 
Club. 7.240 14.300. Certificate & QSL. AARC - SNP 
Special Event, P.O. Box 6833, Charlottesville, VA 
22906. This special event will activate numerous 
overlooks and summits spanning the length 
of Shenandoah National Park. Participants are 
encouraged to make contact with all of the stations 
for a clean sweep and certificate. https://www.
albemarleradio.org 
    10/22/2021 | 100th Anniversary of the 1921 
hurricane, the last to directly hit Tampa Bay

    Oct 22-Oct 24, 1400Z-2359Z, N4H, Tarpon 
Springs, FL. Upper Pinellas Amateur Radio Club. 
14.265 7.265 14.074 7.074. Certificate & QSL. 
UPARC - QSL, P.O.. Box 1684, Tarpon Springs, FL 
34688. See Website for details. w8rd.net/hurricane 
    10/22/2021 | Deer Island MS 0115 - US Islands 
Awards Program - Expedition

    Oct 22-Oct 25, 2000Z-2000Z, K5D, Gautier, MS. 
The Jackson County Amateur Radio Association, 
Inc.. 14.250 to 14.260 MHz 7.250 MHz 21.350 
Mhz. QSL. The Jackson County Amateur Radio 
Association, PO Box 234, Gautier, MS 39553. 
Activate Deer Island, MS 0115 under US Islands 
Awards Program
    10/22/2021 | Mickey Mantle Day

    Oct 22-Oct 24, 0000Z-2300Z, W5M, Spavinaw, 
OK. Mayes County Amateur Radio Club. 3.850 7.240 

14.285. QSL. Mayes County ARC, PO Box 1195, 
Pryor, OK 74361. Sixth Annual Mickey Mantle Day. 
Honoring the birth of baseball legend Mickey Mantle 
from his birthplace, Spavinaw, Oklahoma. See www.
qrz.com/db/wx5mc or www.mcarc.me 
    10/23/2021 | Historic Beaumont Hotel Special 
Event

    Oct 23, 1400Z-2100Z, W0T, Beaumont, KS. Flint 
Hills Amateur Radio Club. 14.275 +/-. QSL. Wayne 
Schlueter, 1320 Elm, Andover, KS 67002. 9AM to 
4PM CDT. Beautiful, historic Beaumont Hotel, 
Kansas. Pilots fly in on a grass strip and taxi down to 
main street for dinner! Event is at the towns depot. 
See QRZ page W0T. SASE requested. FHARC.org 
    10/30/2021 | Remembering the Edmund 
Fitzgerald (Split Rock Lighthouse)

    Oct 30-Oct 31, 1500Z-2355Z, W0JH, Split Rock, 
MN. Stillwater, MN Amateur Radio Association 
- SARA. 21.360 14.260 7.260 3.860. Certificate. 
Certificate by email only, Confirm QSO at , 
SplitRock2021@radioham.org . Certificates will 
ONLY be sent via email in PDF. Confirm QSOs via 
. W0JH Stations operating from ARLHS (Amateur 
Radio Lighthouse Society USA 783) and POTA 
(Parks On The Air K-2524). Grid Square: EN47 
radioham.org 
    10/31/2021 | A Night on Bald Mountain

    Oct 31-Nov 1, 0300Z-0400Z, WA4TRS, Bat 
Cave, NC. The Road Show Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc.. 28.380 14.331 7.331. Certificate & QSL. The 
Road Show Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 57 Echo Lake 
Drive, Fairview, NC 28730. Join The Fun From The 
“Yard” The Graveyard that is, We even have “Guest 
Accommodations” Just for YOU! roadshowarc.org 

    10/31/2021 | Boo to You !

    Oct 31-Nov 1, 0001Z-0400Z, KC5BOO, Cleburne, 
TX. Club KC5NX. 14.310. QSL. Judy Cox, 3701 Park 
Rd 21, Cleburne, TX 76033. kc5boo@yahoo.com 
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The 6HF5 is a beam-power pentode in the 12 pin compactron construction. It is designed primarily for use as the 
horizontal-deflection amplifier in color television receivers.  This tube was used in Swan Amplifiers.

6HF5 Beam Power Amplifier
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6HF5 Beam Power Amplifier
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Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: 
Last week, we reported a big 
increase in activity with the 
daily sunspot number reaching 
124, but by the end of that week 
all sunspots had disappeared. 
The sun was blank for several 
days, but sunspots returned on 
September 19.

Average daily sunspot numbers 
this week were 28.7, which was 
below the 58.3 average reported a 
week earlier. Average daily solar 
flux was down by nine points from 
87.4 to 78.4.

Geomagnetic indicators were 
higher, with the highest activity 
on September 17, when the 
planetary A index was 24 due 
to a minor geomagnetic storm 
triggered by a weak coronal 
mass ejection. The average daily 
planetary A index for the week increased from 7 to 9.1, and the average middle latitude A index went 
from 6.9 to 8.4.

Predicted solar flux for the next month is 90 and 92 on September 24-25; 95 on September 26-29; 
92 on September 30; 84 on October 1-5; 82 on October 6; 80 on October 7-8; 78 on October 9-11; 75 
on October 12-20; 80 on October 21-22; 82 on October 23-25; 84 and 82 on October 26-27, and 84 
on October 28 – November 1.

Predicted planetary A index is 15, 8, and 20 on September 24-26; 35, 20, and 12 on September 27-
29; 5 on September 30 – October 3; 8 and 12 on October 4-5; 5 on October 6-9; 12 on October 10; 
5 on October 11-17; 8 on October 18-19; 10, 8, and 12 on October 20-22; 10 on October 23-24; 5 on 
October 25-30, and 8 and 12 on October 31 – November 1.

The autumnal equinox in the Northern Hemisphere occurred at 1920 UTC on September 22. Earth 
is bathed in approximately equal amounts of solar radiation over the Northern and Southern 
hemispheres, always a good sign for HF propagation.

Spaceweather.com reported on September 23 that at 0442 UTC, sunspot group AR2871 produced a 
strong M3 class solar flare. A coronal mass ejection is headed our way but not directly toward earth. 
“A glancing blow might be possible on September 26-27,” Spaceweather.com said. If so, then the 
predicted planetary A index of 35 on September 27 may turn out to be a lower number.

K7RA Solar Update
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HAMFEST 2021 !!
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Plaques and other projects are made to order.  Contact Bill AB3ME for more info.

Prices do vary depending on the style ordered and start at $40 shipped locally to 
your door for a “basic plaque”  Wood available is Butternut, Oak - light and dark, 
Black Walnut, Cherry and Hemlock Pine. Various fonts are also available.   Local 

shipping via USPS is $8 and $15 for out of area.  Construction time is expected to be a minimum of a 
few days due to the engraving and finishing process.  

Keepsake boxes are also being offered using the same materials along with brass hardware and finger 
joint construction.  Engraving for boxes is free up to 10 square inches and can be done on the top 
and inside of the boxes.  Pricing starts at $225 per box.  Work time is a minimum two weeks for 
construction. PayPal is the preferred method of payment, checks accepted however work will not start 
until your check clears my bank.  My PayPal address for payment is... ab3me47@gmail.com

For more information please visit: Carpenterwoodworksusa.com 

Custom wood plaques done via CNC router!
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Equipment for sale by AB3ME

These items were purchased by myself for field day 2018 and have not been used since.  
Have been kept in weatherproof storage cases with desiccant since.  I have kept the 
removed pluck foam for all weatherproof cases.

 Additional items for sale:
1.  1 each Dentron Super Tuner, 1000 watt, w/ balun, wire or coax feeds 5 star eham rating......
Price = $175.00 see pic,excellent condition.

2.  1 each Dentron Junior Tuner, 300 watt, w/balun, wire or coax feeds 4.9 star eham rating.....
Price = $125.00 see pic, excellent condition.
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