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Our 25Th Year!

Next Club Meeting:  july 8th
Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Welcome to the EPARA Beacon! This newsletter is published monthly and is the 
official newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association. EPARA 

has served the amateur radio community in the Pocono Mountains for over 25 years. We 
have been an ARRL affiliated club since 1995.   We offer opportunities for learning and 
the advancement of skills in the radio art for hams and non-hams alike.   EPARA supports 
Monroe County ARES/RACES in their mission of providing emergency communications 
for served agencies in Monroe County.   Feel free to join us at one of our meetings or 
operating events during the year. The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, 
at the Monroe County 911 Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 
7:30 P.M. Anyone interested is invited to participate in our meetings and activities.

ZOOM Meeting Info:     Meetings begin at 7:30PM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85463346031?pwd=bU1KcVZ0aVZiVEUvdjRsUXlNNHZkZz09

Meeting ID: 854 6334 6031  Password: 244632

‘Ring of Fire’ Solar Eclipse of 2021
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Postal Address: Web Site: Send dues to: Newsletter submissions to:

EPARA https://www.qsl.net/n3is/ EPARA Eric Weis, N3SWR Editor

PO Box 521 Email: PO Box 521 EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net

Sciota, PA 18354 N3IS@qsl.net Sciota, PA 18354

Contact Information

Field Day was a lot of fun! I was pleased with the attendance and 
participation. We made 385 contacts and that is the most we have done in 

many years. More important than that we all had a great time! I have received 
many thanks for planning the weekends activities and I truly do appreciate it. 
I want to thank all of you who attended, made contacts, mentored newer hams, 
made food, brought coffee and donuts, and helped setup and tear down. Without all of you 
and your participation there would be no Field Day at all. 
  
HamFest season continues, there are two hamfests in July that many of us attend, MURGAS 
is on July 4th and Sussex is on July 18th. I hope to see many of you at these events. September 
is when we will host our own hamfest after many years. Planning for this continues so stay 
tuned for details.  

July 24th and 25th will be our annual Antenna/Elmer weekend. EPARA will continue to 
attempt EME and make satellite QSO’s. This will be the Elmer part of the weekend, so if you 
want to learn about EME and Satcom your welcome to join in. The antenna project will be a 
simple 2 meter 3 element yagi.

I hope to see many of you on July 8th at our next meeting. 73

Chris AJ3C

From The President

President Chris Saunders AJ3C:  aj3c@gmx.com Vice President Bill Carpenter AB3ME:  bill47@ptd.net

Secretary Kevin Forest W3KCF: w3kcf@outlook.com Treasurer Scott Phelan KC3IAO: kc3iao@hobbyguild.com

Member at Large Eric Weis N3SWR:  n3swr@ptd.net ARES EC  Charles Borger KB3JUF  KB3JUF@gmail.com
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EPARA Net list
Monroe county ARES-RACES – Sunday’s 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL -100 Hz

The Monday Night Pimple Hill repeater 8:30 PM ( Repeater freq = 447.275 with a - 5MHz 
offset) DMR TECH Net on TG314273* Time Slot 2

SPARK Information/Swap Net – Tuesday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz

The Wednesday Night EPARA Hot Spot DMR Rag Chew net at 8:30 PM, TG 3149822*  Time 
Slot 2 (N3IS Talk Group)

EPARA Tech Net – Friday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL +131.8 Hz

*TG = Talk Group
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Rule #1 of Amateur Radio, it is a hobby, unless you figured out a way to fashion a living out of it.
Rule #2 of Amateur Radio, life is not a hobby and typically carries heavy responsibilities of everything that is 
not a hobby. 
Rule #3 of Amateur Radio, never give up a LIFE event for a Ham event. You may make some great memories 
at the Ham event, but the guilt you may carry missing a LIFE event can be a terribly heavy millstone.
Rule #4 of Amateur Radio,  as technology moves forward, so does Ham Radio - do what makes you happiest, 
experiment with other elements of Ham Radio as LIFE allows.
Rule #5 of Amateur Radio,  it is only Ham Radio, when confused always refer to Rule #1 through #4.

EPARA Patches: Club patches are in!  For 
those that ordered them please step forward 
to collect them.  We also have extra just in 
case ...

EPARA Club Dues
Club dues were due January 1st.  For those that 
missed the chance to stay current, there are two (2) 
methods available to pay to help make this easy for 
all.  Contact Scott KC3IAO via his email: KC3IAO@
hobbyguild.com and you can send him a check or 
pay via PayPal.  

EPARA Club Meeting
The next club meeting WILL BE held once again at 
the Monroe County 911 call center. We will also be 
holding a zoom meeting from the center for those 
that wish to join from their homes.  This has worked 
well so far and we will continue the trend.

Big Pocono State Park
EPARA’s application for the Field Day and Antenna/
Elmer weekend site has been approved for the next 
10 years.  This is good news!  

Field Day!
Field Day this year is being held during the last 
weekend in June - the 26th and 27th.  Friday the 
club will be setting things up (2pm) and getting 
ready for the Saturday kickoff. Field Day begins 
at 1800 UTC Saturday and runs through 2059 
UTC Sunday.  Overnight camping is allowed in 
the park as well.  

2021 SCARC HAMFEST
The tentative date for the 2021 SCARC Hamfest 

is July 18, 2021.  Admission is $8 per HAM.
Indoor Tables $25 which includes ONE 
admission. Tailgate Space $25 which includes 
ONE Admission. Each Additional person is $8.

13 Colonies Special Event!
July 1st-7th 2021 (Starts July 1st 1300 Ends 
0400 July 8th)
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Which of the following test instruments is used to display spurious signals and/or intermodulation 
distortion products in an SSB transmitter? 

A. A wattmeter 
B. A spectrum analyzer 
C. A logic analyzer 
D. A time-domain reflectometer 

Last month’s answer was C:  Because it is the highest ionospheric region, long distances may be 
reached in one bend or “hop” of the signal (up to about 2,500 miles!). This is why the F2 region is 
mainly responsible for the longest distance radio wave propagation.
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda

EPARA General Membership Meeting Minutes
June 10th 2021
General Membership Meeting 7:30Pm  

Open meeting:

Meeting called to order at 7:34 pm on June 10th 2021 by Chris AJ3C
Introductions with call signs
Declaration of Quorum.
Total members attending, 21        Visitors present:   5

Pledge of Allegiance / Moment of silence:

Membership Meeting - Minutes May 13th, 2021:

Secretary - Kevin W3KCF:

Meeting minutes for May 13th, 2021 were posted on the EPARA website. Chris – AJ3C asked members if they had seen 
and read the minutes from our previous meeting. He then asked if there were any questions or objections to the minutes 
as they were presented. With no objections, Chris asked for a motion to accept the minutes as present-ed:

Motion to accept minutes as read:  By Kevin-W3KCF   2nd by Charlie-KB3JUF      Motion Passed

Treasurers report:

Scott, KC3IAO stated the opening balance for May was $2996.96   We had expenses of $64.00 for the P.O. Box rental, 
$50.00 for Big Pocono State Park Rental, $27.00 for Zoom Rental, $100.00 rental for the American Legion Pavilion 
for Ham Fest and a $15.00 dollar check (Dues Refund) that has not cleared yet, but will be in next month’s balance 
statement. We had income for dues collected in the amount of $80.00.  $30.00 for club patches sold and $30.00 income 
for the 50/50. In addition, we earned $0.12 interest from the bank, leaving a closing bal-ance of $2896.08.  Our PayPal 
account had an opening balance of $463.69 We had no activity, leaving a closing balance of $463.69  

Motion to accept reports by RuthAnn – W9FBO    2nd by Dan - KC3JCE    Motion Passed

Correspondence:

We are still waiting for official word from the West End Fair, but have heard back from a gentleman named Peanut, who 
coordinates all the vendors activities.  It looks like we will be a go, but are waiting for everything to be finalized. 

Chris-AJ3C also mentioned, that this year the hours of operation have been reduced.  The new times are from 1500 to 
2100 hours and will require one shift per day and 2 members per shift.

Reports of officers and committee’s:

Bill AB3ME – Program Committee:  

Bill stated that we have a presentation (Sat/Com and Antennas) scheduled for after the meeting tonight with KL7H 
Craig Bledsoe, but nothing for the following month. Bill then asked if anyone was interested in giving a presentation and 
to please contact him to set things up.
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda

Alex-KD2FTA said he was willing to do a presentation on “The Introduction to DMR”. He is also planning to do some 
workshops on hotspots and code plugs.  Bill then asked Alex when he would be ready for the presentation. Alex said he 
thought August would work best. 

Charlie KB3JUF – ARES/RACES:

Charlie stated there would be “NO” ARES/RACES Meeting or VE Session on Friday the 25th of June, as this is Field Day 
Weekend. 

Charlie then stated that the ARRL/EPA would have a webinar on the 19th of June at 10:00 in the morning.

Winlink Basics
Saturday, June 19th at 10 AM
Mark Wheeler, KZ3MY is the presenter

Visit the link below to complete the signup form. You will be sent a link to Zoom.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mYu4DA7P4117ixSmNfJHfBmR-64iFYjdpo8kj0FGNIU/edit
Charlie then emphasized that all members get involved and start checking into other ARES Nets to gain experience and 
see what is going on around the area. He also said for everyone to ‘Stay-Tuned’, as he will have a surprise ac-tivation to 
further our training.

Chris AJ3C -- Instruction and Training:

There will not be a public VE session in June due to Field Day. A special VE session will be held for the General Class 
student W9FBO – RuthAnn.  Chris said there would be a Technician class in the fall sometime in September and he 
would coordinate with the 911 Center to arrange for a classroom.

The special session for RuthAnn will be held on the 23rd of June at 1900 to allow her to take her General Exam. He’s 
looking for 2 VE’s to help him out. An email will be sent out asking for volunteers.

PIO:   Public Information Officer position is still vacant

Chris AJ3C - Website

The newsletter and Hamfest Flyer have been uploaded to the website and they are now available for download. If anyone 
would like to set up a table at the Hamfest, please contact Walt as he is the coordinator for this event.

AL, KB3OVB:  Membership:

Chris stated we are currently at 52 paid members. Chris believes through the Hamfest, field day and other events we will 
gain additional interest and members.  There are 3 folks that have submitted applications to be voted on tonight.

Eric N3SWR – Newsletter and Communications:

Eric said there was nothing new to add and Chris thanked him for a job well done.

Sat-Com Group:  Planning for an EME project 
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda

Chris asked Bob – W3BMM and Alex – KD2FDA if they had anything new for the club?  Bob said he found an 
interesting article on the construction of a Sat/Com antenna and was wondering if it would be good for the newsletter. It 
was from the 2006 CQ magazine.  Eric told him to send it to him.  

Alex said they are getting prepared for our EME (Earth/Moon/Earth) attempt at the end of June and would be getting 
together with those interested on Saturday the 12th at 1600 to work on the antenna. We will attempt to bounce a signal 
off the moon on field day utilizing 3200w of power on frequency144mh utilizing JT65.

Old business:

Embroidered Patches:  

Chris said there are still about 13 patches available for purchase.  For those still interested in purchasing patches, the 
cost of a patch is $10. PayPal is setup, so if you are interested, contact Scott KC3IAO

Tech Net on DMR:

EPARA Tech Net on the KG3I DMR repeater (T 442.275/R 447.275) The net is hosted on Monday nights at 8:30 PM on  
Talk Group  314273 and is on Time Slot 2, Color Code 0.

N3IS DMR Talk Group:

EPARA has established a DMR talk group under the club N3IS call sign. The talk group is 3149822 and is accessible via 
hot-spot only. This group meets Wed nights at 8:30pm for a great time and rag chew.

World Wide Net - DMR

Talk Group 91 - Saturday 11:00am:  Alex mentioned there is a World-Wide Net on talk group 91 every Saturday. The net 
begins at 11:00am and gets around to North American for check-ins around 1400

2021 Hamfest;

The EPARA Hamfest will be held on September 26th 2021. We secured rental of the American legion Hall in East 
Stroudsburg and the rental fee has been paid. Food preparation will be handled by the American Legion cook and Chris 
talked about the club setting up a stand to handle all the drinks. Vendors are to contact Walt W3FNZ. Walt said he had 
passed out about 50 fliers and could use more. Chris gave him another 150 to pass out. Walt said he had 50 mailers 
ready to go out to clubs within a 50-mile radius, to be give out to their members.  

Walt asked if we have tickets and Chris said they are all printed from last year.  One of the members volunteered a PA 
system with speakers that would work inside and out.  Chris said it looks like everything was coming together and we 
had a few more details to work out.  A question was asked when we plan to open in the morning.  Chris said we plan to 
have vendors setting up at 0600 and open the doors to buyers at 0800.  

Field Day 2021:

FD will be on June 26th and 27th Setup will be on Friday the 25th at 2 PM. We will be running as a class 2A. The club 
will be providing some food and drink, attendees should bring additional refreshments. Those wishing to transmit will 
have to use band filters. Brad-KF6AOK volunteered to bring a spectrum analyzer which can be used as a learning aid 
and also a solar panel to bring in additional points for the club.
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda

New business:

Votes / New members:

We had three people submit applications to become new members. Brad-KF6AOK, Lee-KB3SBA and Matthew     who 
is working on his license. A vote was taken to admit all 3 as new members.  It was unanimous. 
EPARA welcomes its newest members. 

The 50/50 raffle was won by RuthAnn-W9FBO. The pot contained $30.00

Adjournment…

Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm   Motion to close by Charlie-KB3JUF  2nd by PETE-KC3RES. Motion Passed

Secretary
Kevin Forrest
W3KCF
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To: All EPARA Members and Users of the WA3MDP Repeater System

Re: The 147.045 Repeater Malicious Interference

Over the past few years the 147.045 repeater here in Monroe County has been plagued with an 
increasing amount of deliberate and malicious interference.  While some of this interference has been 
directed at some specific operators the end results has been a wide area large foot print repeater that 
get little to no use except for a few regularly scheduled nets.

This is not a problem that is special to just the 147.045 system. Nationwide FM repeaters (and HF 
bands for the matter) are also being interfered with deliberately and the FCC lacks the manpower and 
ability to search out the people causing the issues. 

The ARRL in conjunction with the FCC reorganized the Volunteer Monitor program a while back to 
assist in tracking down QRM on all of the amateur bands. While some progress has been made there 
obviously is a lot more to be done. 

A small dedicated group has been tracking the QRM locally by various means for over a year. While 
some of the sources have been narrowed down it is now time to get the rest of the local ham community 
involved. 

What we are asking people to do is when you listen to the 147.045 repeater also listen to the “input” 
frequency which is 147.645 (no tone is required). If you should hear any of the malicious and deliberate 
QRM occurring, do the following:

1) DO NOT INGAGE IN A CONVERSATION WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

2) If you hear farting, cat calls, high pitch cartoon voices, music, etc write down the DATE, TIME, 
YOUR LOCATION and APPROX STRENGTH OF THE QRM STATION. If you have a beam antenna 
and can provide a heading that would be great too!

3) Send your listening report to the email address LIDSonzero45@gmail.com.

ALL information will be kept confidential and with this added information we hope to narrow down 
the locations that have already been identified. 

In closing let me assure you that the people looking for the sources of the interference are doing so 
with the blessing of the repeater owners. It is our desire to see the 147.045 repeater system return to 
the quality repeater that it used to be many years ago. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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Anyone looking to take an exam is encouraged to contact Chris 
AJ3C to preregister at least one (1) week in advance of  the test 

date. If  you have any questions or to register, Chris can be reached 
via email AJ3C@GMX.COM. VE sessions are being held the 4th Fri-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Monroe County 911 training cen-
ter. Seating is limited for the time being so we can follow the health 
guidelines set forth by the county and state.   
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HAMFEST
2021

The American Legion Post 346
126 E 5th St, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

Sunday, September 26th, 2021 - Opening 8am

ADMISSION:  Buyers: $7 · Sellers:  $10 
Vendors & Sellers:  6:00AM · Buyers: 8:00AM
Tailgate Outside or Table Space Inside our Pavilion

Club Table for Consignments

Talk-in: 147.045MHz PL+131.8 · Phone 570-350-1185 · email: 3w3fnz@gmail.com

   Featuring:      Rain or Shine
✓ Hot & Cold Food           ✓ Handicap Accessible
✓ Beverages                       ✓ Convenient Restrooms
✓ Hourly Giveaways        ✓ Door Prizes!
✓ Free Parking                   ✓ 50/50 Raffle     

✓  Sat/Comm Demonstration and Information
✓ VE Session will be held at 10AM  
✓ Grand Prize Drawing is an Alinco DJ-MD5T 
               Hand held DMR Transceiver

VISITOR INFORMATION

ALL NEW LOCATION!

Take exit 309 off I-80, then left on 447 N. - 2 miles 
to Business rt 209 S. - then 1st left to E. 5th St.

For more information please visit the EPARA website at:  www.qsl.net/n3is

Google Maps

EPARA Website
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ARES/RACES meetings are now being held on the fourth Friday of each month at 7PM.  The meetings 
are once again being held at the 911 call center.   These meetings will serve as training sessions covering 
several aspects of amateur radio emergency communications. We will start with traffic handling and 
the use of Radiograms and the ICS 213 general message form. Future sessions will cover the use 
of several ICS forms and the setup and use of digital communication 
modes including Winlink, Packet Radio, APRS, and the FLDIGI 
software  program. Meeting are open to all, you do not need to be an 
ARES/RACES team member to attend. 

Don't forget to sign up with with ARES Connect if you haven't done so 
already and if you plan to attend the meeting or check-in to the weekly 
net remember to register you attendance on the ares connect page. To 
sign please use this link: https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/lp/epa

Want to Put Your Ham Radio Skills to Good Use? Get Involved in 

EmComm!
One of the missions of the Amateur Radio Service is for amateur radio operators to provide 

public service and emergency communications (EmComm) when needed. We act as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service and pitch in to help our communities and first responders.

So, what organizations are out there for community-minded amateur radio operators and what can 
we do to help?

Join In
One good entry point into public service and emergency communications is to join SkyWarn, a 
volunteer program run by the National Weather Service (NWS) with more than 290,000 trained 
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the NWS.

Not all of these weather spotters are amateur radio operators, but many are. Amateur radio 
communications can report severe weather in real time. When severe weather is imminent, 
SkyWarn spotters are deployed to the areas where severe weather is expected. A net is activated on a 
local repeater and SkyWarn spotters who are Hams check into that net. The net control advises the 
spotters when they might expect to see severe weather, and the spotters report conditions such as 
horizontal winds, large hail, rotating clouds, and even tornadoes.
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To become a SkyWarn spotter, you must attend a class that teaches you the basics of severe weather, 
how to identify potentially severe weather features, and how to report them. The classes are free and 
typically last about two hours. Check your local NWS website for class schedules.

ARES/RACES/CERT
Another way Hams can become involved in public service and emergency communication is to 
join an ARES or RACES  group. Technically, these are two separate services—the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) is run by the ARRL, while the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) is a function of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amateur radio 
operators who typically take part in one also take part in the other.

To participate in RACES, you’ll need to take some self-study FEMA courses in emergency 
preparedness and emergency-response protocols. Classes may or may not be required to participate 
in ARES. These requirements are set by each individual ARES group. To get involved with either 
ARES or RACES, ask your local club members when they meet. You can also contact the Section 
Manager or Emergency Coordinator for your ARRL section. To contact them, click here and find the 
section that you live in.

Amateur radio operators belonging to ARES (and its predecessor, the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps) have responded to local and regional disasters since the 1930s, including the 9/11 attacks, 
and Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Michael, among others.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program trains volunteers—both Hams and 
non-hams—how to be prepared for disasters that may impact their area. They provide basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations. CERT offers a nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that first 
responders can rely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks.

What Gear Do You Need?
For most local needs, a 5-watt VHF/UHF handheld transceiver is sufficient for utilizing local 
repeaters to relay messages and report on conditions as they exist. Replacing the radio’s stock 
antenna with a higher gain antenna or connecting it to a magnetic mount on a vehicle will increase 
range significantly.

Even better is a VHF/UHF mobile radio installed in your vehicle with 25 or more watts output and a 
good mobile antenna. In the event the repeater loses power, you can talk over a considerably larger 
area in simplex mode with the extra power and a good mobile antenna.
If you work with an ARES or RACES group, you may be asked to act as a county control station. In 
this capacity, you’d need both HF and VHF transceivers in a fixed location, such as your house, with 
a good antenna system and emergency power capabilities like a generator or batteries. This allows 
you to make contacts within your state and throughout the U.S.

Helping Hams
Ham radio can play a key role in emergency situations. Here are a few examples:
• Ham radio connected firefighters and police departments, Red Cross workers, and other 

emergency personnel during the 2003 blackout that affected the northeast United States.
• In 2017, fifty amateur radio operators were dispatched to Puerto Rico to provide 

communications services in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
• Amateur radio operators provided communications in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 

bombing when cellphone systems became overloaded.
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• During Hurricane Katrina, more than one thousand ARES volunteers assisted in the aftermath 
and provided communications for the American Red Cross.

• During the devastating Oklahoma tornado outbreak that began in May 1999, amateur radio 
operators—giving timely ground-truth reports of severe weather—played a critical role in 
the warning and decision-making processes at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

• 
• 
Credit: https://www.onallbands.com/want-to-put-your-ham-radio-skills-to-good-use-get-involved-
in-emcomm/
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Wow it almost seems as if WE MADE IT in some sort of fashion :)

Field day 2021 is behind us and have to say i really had a great 
time!  We made the most contacts of any prior Field Day I’m told 
so we must be doing something right!  Saturday evening I went home and made 70 additional contacts 
which will be added to the clubs final tally.  The beer brats were a hit once again and the pulled pork 
was excellent tasting!  Thanks to all the members that pulled together to make this all happen!! 

The SatComm group has been making some serious strides towards bouncing a signal off the moon 
and it is rather exciting to see this coming together!  I managed to be present at the gathering we had 
at the 911 center for antenna integration and that went well.  I even managed to get into the group 
photo for a change - thanks to Chris AJ3C for thinking about that! 73 for now!

Eric N3SWR 

Topics of Interest

Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic digital 
modes and would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that you 

think others would find interesting? Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for 
publication. Submitted articles (are suggested) to be no more than a page or two in length and 
may be edited for content and grammar. The EPARA officers and newsletter editor reserve the 
right to determine which items will be included in The Beacon. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the 
month. The publication date will be at the end of each month. Copyrights are the property of their respective 
owners and their use is strictly non-profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. 

If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the newsletter, 
forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over the 
backs of heads. Many hams may be way too overweight, so please consider using a wide-angled lens.

Disclaimer
The Beacon is not representative of the views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views

and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s).

Eric,  N3SWR

“Failure is an option here. If things aren’t failing, you aren’t innovating enough.”
- Elon Musk
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Contests!
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    06/26/2021 | NSS Annual Convention

    Jun 26-Jul 2, 1800Z-1800Z, K6V, Weed, CA. 
National Speleological Society. 14.285 14.050 7.195. 
Certificate & QSL. Sam Rowe, 2749 Commercial 
Ave, Madison, WI 53704. Slow CW Saturday only. 
caves.org 
    06/26/2021 | SFVARC 75th Anniversary

    Jun 26-Jul 10, 0000Z-2359Z, W6S, Northridge, 
CA. San Fernando Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
21.074 14.074 7.074 3.573. Certificate. San Fernando 
Valley Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 280244, 
Northridge, CA 91328-0244. https://www.W6SD.
com 
    06/27/2021 | Union County Indiana Bicentennial

    Jun 27-Jul 11, 1200Z-2359Z, K9U, Liberty, IN. 
Union County Indiana Bicentennial Board. 14.040 
3.540 7.185 7.035. QSL. Howie Huntington ,K9KM, 
25350 N. Marilyn Ln., Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047. 
Operators are N9LJT, K9KM, WB9HGN and others 
from the county. Visitors welcome to participate. 
Bicentennial Committee has planned 15 days of 
events. Regional media will have info. k9km@arrl.
net 
    06/28/2021 | 250th Anniversary of Peru, Ma

    Jun 28-Jul 9, 0000Z-2359Z, K1P, Hinsdale, MA. 
K1TTT. 14025 14074 14085 14250. QSL. David 
Robbins, 15 Baumann Rd, Hinsdale, MA 01235. QSL 
via LOTW or SASE. Medallions for most band/mode 
combinations. wiki.k1ttt.net/Peru250thAnniversary.
ashx 
    06/29/2021 | Boy Scouts of America/Michigan 
Crossroads Council - Trail To Eagle XXVII

    Jun 29-Jul 2, 1200Z-1000Z, K2BSA/8, Metamora, 
MI. Garden City Amateur Radio Club (GCARC). 
14.330 7.270 3.840. QSL. Richard Zarczynski/AC8FJ, 
7371 N Farmington Rd, Westland, MI 48185-6900. 
K2BSA/8 will be operating at the D-bar-A Scout 
Ranch as time permits. We will also be teaching the 
Radio Merit Badge to our scouters.Grid: EN82ix. 
https://scoutingevent.com/272-ttexxvii 

    07/03/2021 | Colonial Williamsburg Special Event

    Jul 3, 1400Z-2000Z, K4RC, Williamsburg, VA. 
Williamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club. 7.265 
14.265. Certificate & QSL. QSL Manager, P.O. Box 
1470, Williamsburg, VA 23187. 245th anniversary 
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 
1776. www.k4rc.net 
    07/04/2021 | Independence Day Celebration at 
Fort Missoula

    Jul 4, 1400Z-2200Z, W7PX, Missoula, MT. The 
Hellgate Amateur Radio Club. 14.260 7.195. QSL. 
The Hellgate Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 3811, 
Missoula, MT 59806-3811. HARC will again be 
operating a special event station at Fort Missoula on 
July 4. This is an opportunity to show off ham radio 
to the public on a very special day in our country’s 
history. It is a fun time on a fun day with many 
festivities at Fort Missoula. https://www.w7px.org 
    07/09/2021 | South Carolina Peach Festival 44th 
Anniversary

    Jul 9-Jul 11, 2000Z-0400Z, W4W, Gaffney, SC. 
Cherokee County Coroner’s Office . 145.250 147.240 
145.190 442.500. QSL. Dennis Fowler, P.O. Box 1210, 
Gaffney, SC 29342. dfowler@cherokeecountycoroner.
com 

    07/10/2021 | 40Th Anniversary O.M.I.S.S Traffic & 
Awards Net

    Jul 10-Jul 11, 1200Z-1200Z, W4O, East Berlin, PA. 
WO4L. 14.290 7.180 3.825 18.155. Certificate & QSL. 
Robert Hess, 74 Curtis Dr, East Berlin, PA 17316. 
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the O.M.I.S.S. 
Traffic and Awards net. Active on 8 bands using 
Netlogger to run nets. Certificate and or a QSL card 
available. QSL to WO4L. bigbob7388@gmail.com or 
https://www.omiss.net/Facelift 
    07/10/2021 | Charleston Amateur Radio Society 
(CARS) 50th Anniversary

    Jul 10, 1000Z-1600Z, WA4USN, Hanahan, SC. 
Charleston Amateur Radio Society (CARS). 7.190 
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14.265. QSL. Bill Dean, 30 Lombardi Lane, Hanahan, 
SC 29410. All contacts will be made in General Class 
Frequencies 20 meters and 40 meters. https://www.
wa4usn.org 
    07/10/2021 | USS Midway Museum Ship Special 
Event: Independence Day

    Jul 10, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA. USS 
Midway (CV-41) Museum Ship. 14.320 7.250 PSK31 
and CW (various) DSTAR. QSL. USS Midway (CV-
41) COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor Drive, San Diego, 
CA 92101. Check spotting networks to find us on 
HF. Consult www.dstarusers.org to find our call sign 
NI6IW and Reporting Note to see what reflector 
we’re using. We look forward to making a two-way 
contact with you! www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw 
    07/11/2021 | 96th Anniversary of the Dedication 
of the Bladensburg Maryland Peace Cross

    Jul 11, 1600Z-2000Z, N3TAL, Lanham, MD. 
American Legion Post 275 Amateur Radio Team. 
7.275 MHz. QSL. American Legion Post 275 
Amateur Radio Team, 8201 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Highway, Lanham, MD 20706. Recognizing the 
96th anniversary of the dedication Bladensburg 
Maryland World War One Memorial. Known also 
as “Peace Cross.” The Snyder-Farmer Post of the 
American Legion of Hyattsville erected the forty foot 
cross of cement and marble to recall the forty-nine 
men of Prince George’s County who died in World 
War I. The cross was dedicated on July 13, 1925, by 
the American Legion. A bronze tablet at the base 
of the monument contains the unforgettable words 
of Woodrow Wilson: “The right is more precious 
than the peace; we shall fight for the things we have 
always carried nearest our hearts; to such a task we 
dedicate ourselves.” At the base of the monument are 
the words, “Valor, Endurance, Courage, Devotion.” 
At its heart, the cross bears a great gold star. 
N3TAL@outlook.com https://www.qrz.com/db/
n3tal 
    07/11/2021 | Blandenburg World War I Memorial

    Jul 11, 1600Z-2000Z, N3TAL, Lanham, MD. 
American Legion 275 Amateur Radio Team. 7.275 
MHz. QSL. American Legion Post 275 ART, 8201 

Martin Luther King Jr. Hwy, Lanham, MD 20706. 
n3tal @outlook.com or www.qrz.com/db/n3tal 
    07/11/2021 | Red Skelton Museum of Comedy 
Festival 2021

    Jul 11-Jul 18, 0000Z-2300Z, K9R, Vincennes, IN. 
Red Skelton Museum of American Comedy. TBD. 
Certificate & QSL. Mark Steven Williams, K9GX, 
POB 5973, Elizabeth, IN 47117-5973. Red Skelton 
Parade and Festival, Kids Camp and Airwave 
Anniversaries event celebrating Red’s birthday July 
18. Operating schedule, QSL and certificate plans 
will be announced on our FB page “K9R Red Skelton 
Museum Special Event”, https://www.facebook.com/
groups/368704358206875 and K9R QRZ page. Mark 
Steven Williams, K9GX, POB 5973, Elizabeth, IN, 
47117-5973. Email: K9RSpecialEvent@Gmail.com. 
K9R may operate from the Red Skelton Performing 
Arts Center theater during museum hours and 
drawings for items from the museum gift shop from 
the K9R log are possible! Stay tuned! https://www.
facebook.com/groups/368704358206875 
    07/16/2021 | Memorializing the First Chairman of 
the FCC

    Jul 16, 1400Z-1800Z, K5S, Aberdeen, MS. 
Shiloh Amateur Radio Club. 14.270 7.170. QSL. 
Jim Buffington, K5JIM, P.O. Box 52, Aberdeen, 
MS 39730-0052. 125th birthday of Eugene O. 
Sykes of Aberdeen, first chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission. jim@jimbuffington.
com 
    07/17/2021 | Hardrock 100 Endurance Run

    Jul 17-Jul 19, 0600Z-0600Z, KC0LFF, Silverton, 
CO. Hardrock 100 Endurance Run. KENDAL MT. 
147.375 + P.L. 156.7 ENGINEER MT. 147.270 
+ P.L. 12. QSL. Shauna and Steve Blaylock, 327 
Hillcrest Drive, Durango, CO 81301. This is a 48 
hour endurance run equipped with 14 aid stations 
providing runner care and tracking. HAM operators 
are needed to provide voice communications 
throughout the duration of the run. Stations are 
accessed through either a hike-in, 4-wheel drive, or 
car drive. https://www.hardrock100.com 
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       07/18/2021 | John Glenn’s 100th Birthday 
Celebration - John Glenn Museum

    Jul 18, 1300Z-2100Z, KY8C, New Concord, OH. 
Cambridge Area Maker Group. 14.290 14.275 7.275 
7.240. QSL. Cambridge Area Maker Group, Robert 
M. Howell, N8WJ, 69081 Mount Hermon Rd., 
Cambridge, OH 43725-9469. Operating from John 
Glenn’s childhood home ( John Glenn Museum ) in 
New Concord, OHIO www.cambridgeareamakers.
org 
    07/19/2021 | Public Safety Cadet National 
Conference

    Jul 19-Jul 22, 1220Z-1220Z, WX4SOC, Gatlinburg, 
TN. Special Operations Radio Team. 3.975 LSB 
7.725 LSB. Certificate. Darrell Collier, 234 Historic 
Nature Trail, Gatlinburg, TN 37738. We will expose 
law enforcement cadets to amateur radio operations 
during the conference. www.sort-team.org 
    07/19/2021 | Warrick County 4H fair

    Jul 19-Jul 24, 2330Z-0130Z, W4H, Boonville, 
IN. Warrick ARES/RACES. 14.320 SSB. QSL. 
Steve Connaughton, 7677 Jenner Rd, Chandler, IN 
47610. Celebrating the Warrick County Indiana 
4H fair. Additional frequencies modes may be 
used depending on band and weather conditions. 
Operating times will be mostly late afternoons and 
evenings. warrickaresraces.org 
    07/24/2021 | Ohio Salt Fork State Park 61st 
Anniversary

    Jul 24, 1700Z-2100Z, W8VP, Cambridge, OH. 
Cambridge Amateur Radio Association. 7.235 
14.245. Certificate. Cambridge Amateur Radio 
Association, P. O. Box 1804, Cambridge, OH 43725. 
Please send $1 and SASE. www.w8vp.org 
    07/24/2021 | Pirates Parlay

    Jul 24, 1200Z-2100Z, W4R, Hampton, VA. 
Blackbeards Crew. 14.260 14.255 7.198 7.177. 
Certificate. Jason Gnatowsky, 25 Melita Rd., Arvonia, 
VA 23004.
    07/31/2021 | 66th Season at Penn Can Speedway

    Jul 31-Aug 1, 1400Z-1900Z, N3P, Susquehanna, 
PA. Binghamton Amateur Radio Association. 
28.350 14.260 7.260 146.865 repeater (146.2 tone). 
Certificate. Robert Mess, 2505 Oak Hill Rd., 
Susquehanna, PA 18847. ws2u.bob@gmail.com or 
www.w2ow.org 
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Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Solar 
activity was lower this week, with the 
average daily sunspot number declining 
from 34.9 last week to 13.9 this week. 
This average was affected by the single 
day with no sunspots, Saturday, June 
12.

Average daily solar flux dropped from 
77.7 to 75.2. The Penticton observatory 
in British Columbia (the source for 
the 10.7-centimeter solar flux) did not 
report a noon reading on Wednesday, 
June 16, so we averaged the morning 
(76.9 at 1700 UTC) and afternoon 
readings (77.1 at 2300 UTC) to come up 
with 77 as a reasonable approximation.

Normally, the local noon reading 
(2000 UTC) is the official number for 
the day. You can get the three daily 
readings directly from the Dominion 
Astrophysical Observatory.

On Thursday, the noon flux reading was 85, higher than it’s been since May 26, when it was 88.

Predicted solar flux for the near term is 75 on June 18–20; 80 on June 21–25; 77 on June 26–28; 78 on June 
29 – July 7; 79 on July 8–10; 77 on July 11–13; 76 on July 14–16; 78 on July 17; 80 on July 18–20; 78 on 
July 21, and 77 on July 22–25.

Predicted planetary A index is 12 on June 18; 5 on June 19–25; 7 on June 26; 5 on June 27 – July 4; 15, 10, 
and 8 on July 5–7; 5 on July 8; 8 on July 9–11; 10, 12, 20, and 12 on July 12–15; 5 on July 16–22, and 7 on 
July 23.

I am very excited about this forecast for the new Solar Cycle 25, which we are now seeing only its early 
stages. Forbes Magazine reported this.

Here’s the geomagnetic activity forecast for June 18 – July 15, from J.K. Janda, OK1HH:

The geomagnetic field will be:

    quiet on June 20, 24, 27 – 28, July 1, 10, 15

    quiet to unsettled on June 18 – 19, July 11, 14

    quiet to active on June 21, 23, 25 – 26, 29 – 30, July 2, 6 – 9

    unsettled to active (June 22, July 3 – 5, 12 – 13)

    active to disturbed — nothing!

    Solar wind will intensify on June (18 – 19,) 21, (22 – 24, 29,) 30, July (2,) 3, 5, 10 – 11

K7RA Solar Update
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Field Day 2021!
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Field Day Stats!
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Using WebSDR to Capture NOAA Satellite Images – de KD2FTA

EPARA SatComm
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EME –Tripod system integration –de KD2FTA
On Saturday June 12  in preparation for our 2021 field day activities members of the  EPARA SAT-

Comm and EME group met to do an antenna and tripod integration. 

The antenna shown is the M2 VHF Yagi we’re going to use  to attempt EME communications with oth-
er EME groups . The antenna is shown  attached to a truss created to hold it at or above 7 feet from the 
ground in elevation. This is to get the maximum benefit of using ground effect to boost the antenna 
performance close to a 20 dB gain theoretical limit with a shallow Earth-moon angle. 

The truss is attached to a re-purposed Orion German equatorial mount tripod which has a servo mo-
tor capable of  following  the moon on its path in the sky to keep the antenna pointed always at the 
moon. 

The next step will be to integrate the antenna and mounting system with a 250 watt amplifier which 
will operate on USB 2 meters. The amplifier will be integrated  with the radio and radio interfaced  to 
a laptop running the JT65 protocol which will permit low signal QSOs to occur. The effective power 
from the antenna system will be equivalent to 3200 watts of energy to make the approx. 240,000 mile 
trip ( 480,000 mile round trip) or 2.56 seconds of bounce communication travel time for our signal.

We’ll be making our final preparations the weekend of June 19th,  and are already reaching out to the 
EME super-stations and other EME HAM groups to see if we can set up contact times for QSOs.  

Shown here are members of EPARA which are involved with the EME efforts:

KC2JCE Dan,  AB3ME Bill,  KC3PPB Mike,  KD2FTA Alex,  W3BMM Bob,  KC3JUF Charlie,
AJ3C Chris,  N3SWR Eric,  W3INK Faith,  W9FBO Ruth Ann

See you on Field Day!    73- de KD2FTA  

EPARA SatComm
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Build Your Own AS-2259 Type NVIS Antenna
Parts List

3 ea 1.5” PVC pipes 5’ long
2 ea 1.5” PVC coupling
2 ea 1.5” PVC cap
4 ea egg type insulators
3 ea brass round head screws (1/2” 6-32)
2 ea brass round head screw (1” 6-32)
4 ea lock washers for 6-32 screws
6 ea brass hex nuts (6-32)
4 ea flat #6 brass washers
1 ea SO-239 chassis connector with solder pot center pin
1 ea SO-239 coax crimp on type
4 ea stakes
1 ea round metal stake 3/4” by 18” 
4 ea heavy solder lugs to fit brass screws (you “could” use crimp on type)
4 ea plexaglass pieces, 1” X 3”, hole drilled through each end
~150’ copper antenna wire (braided/woven type like Davis Flexweave works best)
~60’ nylon rope (Parachute type cord works great and is inexpensive)
~17’ RG-58 (coax for center mast feedline)

                                                 |-------- 42.5’ -----------------|

#36
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Construction Details

Drill a PVC Cap to accept SO-239 (7/8”) and 4ea  #6 screws, lock washers and nuts.
Make sure to center the SO-239 in the hole before drilling the 4 screw holes. Lock washers go under 
the nuts.  3 screws are 1/2” and the other is 1”.

#36
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Cut off the head of a 1” #6  brass screw and solder it in the center post of SO-239

Cut antenna wires to length plus a little

Fit one end of each wire with solder lugs

Fit the other with the egg insulators and parachute cord or other non conductive rope which serves 
as guy ropes on the ends of the 4 elements. Two guy ropes should be at least 7.5’ long for the 38 foot 
antenna wires and 20.5’ long for the 25 foot antenna wires. Locate the 4 Plexiglass pieces and drill 
3/8” holes on each end. Slip the guy rope through one hole and tie it to the other. See picture on last 
page if you have trouble visualizing this... These pieces allow you to pull the plexiglass piece up the 
guy to shorten it and adjust the tension of each guy. The total length of each element... wire and guy... 
is about 45 feet.

Drill hole in center of second end cap (3/4”) and run round steel 18” X 3/4” rod through the center. 
I purchased the rod at Menard’s Home Center and it would also be available it Home Depot, Lowes 
or similar home centers. This is the bottom section and the center stake helps when setting up the 
antenna.
Drill a 3/4” hole near the bottom of one end of one of the 5’ pieces of pvc 
pipe.  After drilling the hole run one end of 17’ of RG-58 coax through the 
pipe and out the hole.  Crimp a SO-239 on this end.  Crimp a PL-259 on 
the other end.  The long end is run through the pipes before erecting the 
antenna as a coax feed.  Alternately you can just run a long piece of coax 
to the top but I thought this was quicker and easier.  I leave the coax in the 
bottom section and feed to the connector in the top when I assemble the 
antenna.  You may find it easier to leave the coax in a coil and feed from 
the top through the bottom.

#36
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Install pipe coupling to one end of 
the pipe as seen above.  Install a cou-
pling to the remaining pipe as well.  
The couplings need not be glued... 
in fact I didn’t glue any of the caps or 
couplings and they seem plenty sturdy 
for the purposes of the support mast.

Put the top cap with SO-239 on top of 
what will be the top section of PVC pipe. 
Attach wire elements to the top cap as 
shown in the drawings, also illustrated 
below...

Drive the section with the bottom cap 
and spike into the ground.  Assemble 
the other two sections together and 
then hoist onto the lower section.  This is MUCH easier with two people but with practice tyou can 
assemble it yourself.  Just be careful in case it falls over.... hehehe.

Extend the wires as in the diagrams and attach the guy ropes to the stakes.  The stakes should be locat-
ed 42.5 ft from the center mast of the antenna so the wire elements form crossed dipole-like antenna 
sections.  Thread the Plexiglass pieces onto the guy ropes.Snug up the guy ropes to straighten the an-
tenna mast using the Plexiglass pieces you made earlier... they make it easy to adjust the guys.  Check 
out the phots which follow and you’ll get a better idea of how to make the Plexiglass guy tensioners.  
I bought power cord holders at a home center to wrap the wire and guys on and labeled each (38 or 
25)... they were 2 for a dollar so it was really a deal.  Using these for guy and antenna wire storage  
really helps things stay neat when I break down the antenna and store it in it’s bag.

The antenna works NVIS mode from about 3.5 to 11 MHz.  It’s generally necessary to use a tuner with 
this type of antenna... then it’s useful from 2 - 30 MHz.... the high bands are not NVIS however.  If you 
build this antenna let me know how it works for you.  I use a LDG Z-11 auto tuner with my Argonaut 
V and it works great !

Credit:  https://www.qsl.net/w9wis/NVIS1.html

#36
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Plaques and other projects are made to order.  Contact Bill AB3ME for more info.

Prices do vary depending on the style ordered and start at $40 shipped locally to 
your door for a “basic plaque”  Wood available is Butternut, Oak - light and dark, 
Black Walnut, Cherry and Hemlock Pine. Various fonts are also available.   Local 

shipping via USPS is $8 and $15 for out of area.  Construction time is expected to be a minimum of a 
few days due to the engraving and finishing process.  

Keepsake boxes are also being offered using the same materials along with brass hardware and finger 
joint construction.  Engraving for boxes is free up to 10 square inches and can be done on the top 
and inside of the boxes.  Pricing starts at $225 per box.  Work time is a minimum two weeks for 
construction. PayPal is the preferred method of payment, checks accepted however work will not start 
until your check clears my bank.  My PayPal address for payment is... ab3me47@gmail.com

For more information please visit: Carpenterwoodworksusa.com 

Custom wood plaques done via CNC router!
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Equipment for sale by AB3ME

These items were purchased by myself for field day 2018 and have not been used since.  
Have been kept in weatherproof storage cases with desiccant since.  I have kept the 
removed pluck foam for all weatherproof cases.

 Additional items for sale:
1.  1 each Dentron Super Tuner, 1000 watt, w/ balun, wire or coax feeds 5 star eham rating......
Price = $175.00 see pic,excellent condition.

2.  1 each Dentron Junior Tuner, 300 watt, w/balun, wire or coax feeds 4.9 star eham rating.....
Price = $125.00 see pic, excellent condition.
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