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April is here, spring is in the air, and EPARA members have a lot to look forward too.  The amateur radio 

satellite project is underway thanks to the efforts of Alex KD2FTA, Eric N3SWR, Ron N3GGT, and Bill AB3ME. 

We will be attempting to make a satellite QSO on field day and amateur radio satellites will be the educational 

activity for field day this year. So, if youôre interested in this, please feel free to get involved and join us on field 

day.   

 

I've ordered the equipment for the AREDN node to be installed on camel-back mountain, Iôll be bringing it to 

the next meeting to show the membership.  I plan to install it as soon as possible. I will have recommendations 

for the equipment to pick up for the testing part of the project for all interested individuals.   

 

May brings the Run For The Red Marathon. This yearly event is our way of supporting the Red Cross of 

Monroe County. I hope many of you will help out by giving a few hours of your time to man a check point on the 

race course. Itôs a lot of fun and itôs for a good cause.  

 

The General License class begins on April 3rd and this is part of EPARA's efforts to help further the knowledge 

and abilities of hams in the Pocono region. I want EPARA to be a place to learn and have fun while doing it. 

 

The March meeting was very well attended, in fact it was nearly standing room only. I am thankful that many 

are interested in what the club is doing. I will continue to strive to keep the business meeting as short as possible 

and try to provide some educational and engaging presentation after the meeting. This month we have been invited 

to take a tour of the 911 center.  During the March meeting we also added 6 new members.  I want to welcome 

James KC3NAO, Terry KC3NAK, Denise KC3NAV, Robert KC3NAW, Kevin W3KCF, and Michael KB3TRU 

to the ranks.  So that's it for now, hope to see you at the next meeting on April 11th.  73! 

 

 
 
 

73 till next month 
Chris AJ3C 
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The EPARA Beacon is published monthly and is the official (and only) newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania 

Amateur Radio Association.  The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, at the Monroe County 911 

Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 7:30 P.M.  and visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome to attend! 

To join our mailing list or to submit articles for consideration, send an email to: EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net 

EPARA Nets:  

Monroe county ares/races  ̧Sundayôs 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL 100.0 Hz 

SPARK Information/Swap Net ï Tuesdayôs 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz 

EPARA Tech net  ̧Fridayôs 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz 

  

 
Next Meeting:  April 11th 

Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 For More Information Contact: 
Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association 

Postal Address: PO Box 521 Sciota, PA 18354 

Send Email to N3IS@qsl.net with Questions, Suggestions or Comments 
Copyright © 1997-2018 Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association 

 Dues are due January 1st 

Yearly membership - $15/yr, Spouse - $5/yr 

Full time student - $5/yr 

Senior (over 62 yrs old) - $5/yr 

Lifetime membership - $150 

Congratulations to all those who took the Technician class and those that upgraded!   

Terry Bohn KC3NAK,  James Conrad KC3NAO,  Raelene Eckley KC3NAL 

Mershon Gardner KC3NAM,  Jamie Kriner KC3NAP,  Joseph Kriner KC3NAQ 

Gary Lewis KC3NAS,  Jonathan Lubbe KCT3NA,  Steven Miller KC3NAU 

Denise Van Ness KC3NAV,  Robert Van Ness KC3NAW 

 

mailto:EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net
mailto:EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net
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¶ Officers and Committees - 3 

¶ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ - 3 

¶ VE Exams & ARES/RACES ς 4 

¶ Announcements & Upcoming Events - 5 

¶ Secretaries Report - 6 

¶ Club Calendar ς 8 

¶ A Look Back - 13 

¶ The Knowledge Test ς 14 

¶ Contest Corral ς 15 

¶ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭƳŜǊΩǎ bƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ς 16 

¶ Gain of an Antenna - 17 

¶ Amplitude Modulation Efficiency - 19 

¶ Tech Corner: HF Propagation - 24 

¶ Adjustable Open Stub J-Pole - 25 

¶ Antenna Archives #9 ς 31 

¶ Oscilloscope Probes - 32 

¶ US Amateur Band Plan, Morse code ς 37 

¶ Local Repeater Info ς 38 

¶ Solar Forecast ς 39 

¶ NTS Corner ς 40 

 

Greetings to all! 

 As is typical for myself, April always seems to be a month of madness but 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ up until 

about two years ago. There never seemed to be a weekend that was free and 

EVERYONE was pulling at me from all directions; it seemed crazy at times. 

 This month started slow as compared to last month and then the events 

and articles seemed to materialize from all directions.  It was a repeat of the past years but somehow that prior 

άǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘs weight in gold.   I get inspiration from those I talk to, from other newsletter editors that 

also feel the need to share and contribute internet links and articles and lastly ς from Ron N3GGT, the hotly 

debated topic during one of our Friday tech net sessions.  Either way, I went from scratching my head as to where 

ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻΧ  how do I cram all this stuff in here?   

 Needless to say, this month came together rather well and it helps to point down the road to where we 

as a club are headed ς ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΗ   

            Eric, N3SWR  73! 
 Articles and submissions that would be of interest to radio amateurs are most welcome.  Cutoff date for submissions is the 

25th of every month to allow for editing.  Copyrights are the property of their respective owners and their use is strictly non-

profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. For any concerns, please email me at:  Editor,  

eparanewsletter@ptd.net   

President:   Chris Saunders  AJ3C  

Vice President  Bill Carpenter  AB3ME  

Secretary   Naomi Lepes KC3GVO  

Treasurer   Scott Phelan KC3IAO  

Member at Large        Vacant  

 ARES EC, Charlie KB3JUF 

Field Day Coordinator, Chris AJ3C 

Quartermaster, Ron N3GGT 

Membership Coordinator, Franklin W3OKW 

Newsletter Editor, Eric N3SWR  

Photographer, Eric N3SWR 

Public Information, Don WK3RP 

Social Media, Chris AJ3C & Eric N3SWR 

Special Event Coordinator, TBD 

Technical Program Coordinator, Bill AB3ME 

Lead VE, Donald WK2RP 

Webmaster, Franklin W3OKW 

mailto:eparanewsletter@ptd.net
mailto:eparanewsletter@ptd.net
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 !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ²Yнwt ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ όмύ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŘŀǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƪнǊǇϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ  ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ фмпπ
пнпπсфнпΦ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ т taΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ 

 

 

 

 
 
±9 ŜȄŀƳ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǊƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ фмм 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ млл DȅǇǎǳƳ 
wŘΣ {ǘǊƻǳŘǎōǳǊƎΣ t! муосл 
ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƻƴǊƻŜŎƻфммΦŎƻƳκ 
 
CǊƻƳ ǊƻǳǘŜ ооκнлфΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ƴȅŘŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƻ 
aŀƴƻǊ 5Ǌ ǿŜǎǘΦ tǊƻŎŜŜŘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ IŀǊƭŜȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ 
ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ aƛŘ 9ŀǎǘƻƴ .ŜƭƳƻƴǘ tƛƪŜΦ 
¢ǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴǘƻ DȅǇǎǳƳ 
wŘΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

 

 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

In the United States and Canada, the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is a corps 

of trained amateur radio operator volunteers organized to assist in public service and 

emergency communications. It is organized and sponsored by the American Radio Relay 

League and the Radio Amateurs of Canada. 

 

Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 

The Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) is a standby radio service provided for 
in Part 97.407 of the Federal Communications Commission rules and regulations governing 
amateur radio in the United States. Founded in 1952. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For those that are interested in becoming involved in 

ARES or RACES or simply have questions feel free to 

contact Charlie Borger KB3JUF:   kb3juf@gmail.com , 

thatΩs why heΩs here ṭ   

    April 12th 2019          May 10th 2019 

201    9 
 
,   

mailto:wk2rp@aol.com
mailto:wk2rp@aol.com
http://www.monroeco911.com/
http://www.monroeco911.com/
mailto:kb3juf@gmail.com
mailto:kb3juf@gmail.com
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¶ This month we have been invited to tour the Monroe County 911 
center. Around 8 pm on Thursday April 11th, after the club 

meeting, we will be able to go upstairs in groups to see what the 

911 center looks like. 

¶ General License classes beginning April 3rd 7pm at the Monroe 

County Control Center 

¶ Run for The Red Marathon ς Sunday May 19th, 2019  

¶ Field Day! ς June 22nd and 23rd, setup is Friday the 21st. 

¶ N3SEI Antenna Weekend!  - July 26th ς 27th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are still actively seeking members to join in on the fun of satellite communications. Help us kickstart 

this project ï itôs never too late to learn a few tricks and get the adrenalin flowing! 

In that same spirit a few of the EPARA club members are planning to get involved with Satellite 

communications over the next few months and are now planning to make Yagi antenna(s) for satellite QSOs. 

If youôre interested in joining our group of enthusiasts, please contact Alex KD2FTA 

(pilotlex@optonline.net). Ultimately weôd also like to use this for field day and eventually branch out into 

another aspect of the hobbyé.moon bounce or EME (Earth Moon Earth) communications! 

73! SK Alex KD2FTA 

 

 
The General License Class will begin on Wednesday April 3rd. You must register with 

Don WK2RP if you plan on taking the class.  He will need your name, email and a phone 

number which is used for last minute changes to the class. Anyone interested in helping 

to teach the class or for more information should contact Chris, AJ3C or Donald WK2RP 
 

mailto:pilotlex@optonline.net
mailto:pilotlex@optonline.net
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EPARA General Membership Meeting 
March 14th 2019 

General Membership Meeting 7:30Pm   
 

Open meeting: 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm on February 14th 2019 by Chris AJ3C 

There was a Quorum. 

Total members attending, 27 Visitors present: 6 

 

Pledge of Allegiance / Moment of silence, Introduction of all present with call signs 

 

Reading of previous meeting minutes: 
Meeting minutes read by Naomi KC3GVO 

Motion to accept minutes as read:  By Ron N3GGT, seconded by Al KB3OVB. Motion passed 
 

Treasurers report: 

Treasures report read by Scott, KC3IAO, 
Motion to accept reports by Pete KB3YKJ and seconded by Charlie KB3JUF. Motion passed 
 
Correspondence: 
West End Fair Association sent application for booth at the 2019 West End Fair in August. 

 

Reports of officers and committeeôs: 
 

 Charlie KB3JUF ï Ares/Races: Charlie is giving out maps for Run for the Red- He's looking for the volunteers for this 

event. 
 

Don WK2RP ï PIO, Instruction and Training:  Pocono record will allow advertisement for free when we are a 501c3.  

General license class starts April 3rd 
 

Ron N3GGT ï Quartermaster: Nothing new to report. 
 

Eric N3SWR ï Newsletter and Communications: Needs submissions for the newsletter submitted by the 25th of the month. 
 

Chris AJ3C ï Field Day: 
Preparation for field day has started. Alex KD2FTA with several other members are working on antennas for Satellite 

contacts. Field day will be on June 22nd and 23rd at Big Pocono State Park 

 

Old business: 
The clubs TA33 ñClassicò antenna is still for sale, it will be posted for sale on QRZ, or QTH. 

 

501c3 update: still need to obtain a new EIN to start paperwork for incorporation. Filing fee is 150 

dollars. We did not obtain the current EIN from the bank yet. 
 

AREDN - Chris AJ3C will be setting up a 5GHz node on Camel back Mountain pointing towards 

Stroudsburg for testing. It is hoped to have node installed sometime in April (weather Permitting) 

 

Any other old business, Tommy KB3UFB asked about the title for the trailer. It is good. 

 

New business: 
  
West End Fair- We will attend again this year.   We need 5 volunteers to help per day. 2 people for the morning shift. 3 people 
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for the afternoon shift. 
 
No other new businessé 
 
Votes / New members:  6 new members voted into the club,  

 James KC3NAO, Terry KC3NAK, Denise KC3NAV, Robert KC3NAW, Kevin W3KCF, and Michael KB3TRU 
 

Announcements: 
2019 EPARA membership dues due. If dues are not paid by March 31st membership will automatically 

terminate. 

 

Doug, KG3I is setting up another breakfast, all local hams are welcome to come. Contact Doug at KG3I@ptd.net to let him 

know you will be attending.  

 
5050- Steve Miller is the winner no call sign 

 

Adjournmenté 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm. Motion to close by Charlie KB3JUF, seconded by Darryl N3AOI. Motion passed 
 
 The meeting was followed by a presentation on Chirp giving by Don WK2RP 

 
Submitted By 
 Naomi Lepes KC3GVO                                                                                                                                                                           

mailto:KG3I@ptd.net
mailto:KG3I@ptd.net
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March Monthly Meeting 
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ARES/RACES Monthly Meeting 

Technician Class VE Session 


