
WARS MINUTES (06-02-10)

Attendees:  Scott Allen, Lanny Ellis, Marta Tullis, Roy Greunke, Stuart Liss, Andy Speicher, 
Pete Hills, John Doran, Greg Dunn, Dave Feldman, Ray Treadaway, Bill Moses.

Treasury Funds were collected as follows:
North Shore Group $32
FD Meals $45 from various members (see Pete Hills for list)

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:20 P.M.

2. Member news. Art Mumaw will be with the Livonia Amateur Radio Club this Field Day 
and hopes to return for a visit in July.

3. No EOSS news. 

4. ARES or NTS news: 10-12 people on TWN and the slow speed net is active.

5. Much was accomplished at the May 15th work party! It was decided another one was not 
needed prior to Field Day. Ray Treadaway and John Doran are investigating computer 
upgrades for the station. Ray’s goal is to have Ham Radio Deluxe (HRD) as an option for 
running the new FT-950.

6. Satellite Items:
Google Earth now allows real-time viewing of ~13,000 satellites.
The amateur community is invited to listen for the UNITEC-1 satellite, launched along 
with the Venus weather probe.

7. There is a new HF propagation prediction tool: http://www.voacap.com/prediction.html.

8. Andy reported $1243 in the treasury, not including funds added at this meeting.

9. Ken Anderson was not at the meeting, but several of his contesting tips were highlighted 
(see below). Field Day is a great opportunity to watch and participate and hone your 
skills.

10. Pete Hills lead the Field Day discussion and lessons learned from previous years. 
Activities will start Thursday, 6/24 with the raising of the rhombic antenna. Work will 
continue Friday, 6/25, so please come out if you can; there will be plenty of work to do 
and help is always appreciated. Pete is collecting $5 for the meal plan, so please contact 
him if you are interested.

11. The meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M.

http://www.voacap.com/prediction.html


Ken’s Contesting Tips

a) Become familiar with the ARRL recommended, standard phone phonetics, such as:  alpha, 
bravo, charlie, delta, echo, foxtrot, golf, hotel, item, kilo, etc.  Do not use country names or 
make up new words for the letters as it can throw off operators expecting standard phonetics 
and, thus, slow down contacts.  The standard phonetics are available by a simple Google 
search.

b) Become familiar with the ARRL Section standard abbreviations, such as:  WNY, ENY, 
NYC-LI, NNY,  or SF, LAX, ORG, EB, SCV, SJV, and state abbreviations like CT, NH, RI, 
NH, ME and so on.  Get the section list out of the front of a QST, or do a Google search for 
ARRL section abbreviations.

c) Practice contest operations prior to the Field Day.  You can't be very productive or efficient 
in operating in a contest if you come to FD without any preparation.  The June VHF QSO 
Party on June 12-13 would be a good one to practice with prior to FD.  So are other contests 
throughout the year like:  North American QSO Party in August, Colorado QSO Party in 
September, ARRL Phone Sweepstakes in November, CQ Worldwide DX Contest, and CQ 
Work All Prefixes Contest.

d) Goal for an efficient contester is to complete the contact as clearly, succinctly, and as quickly 
as possible.    Once you have a station call you, go back to him with his callsign and your 
exchange:  W0ABC 59 12E ( Echo) and collect his exchange to you, log it, and say QRZ 
Field Day from W0NT.  Remember this is a competition and you want to hurry on to work 
other stations who may be waiting to work you.  So, after you have finished a contact, say 
"Thanks", and, if it’s your frequency, then say "QRZ Field Day W0NT.

e) Learn to do your own logging.  While it’s nice to have someone log for you, it can be 
confusing and time consuming at times to have to communicate with your helper or try to 
write info down on paper for the other to put into the log.  Contesters usually log their own 
contacts on the computer as they make the contact.   If you want someone to log for you, find 
someone who has had prior experience logging contacts so it will go smoothly.

f) Find a semi clear frequency and call CQ so other stations come back to you. In Field Day, no 
frequency will be completely in the clear.  CQing and getting others to answer you is called 
"running" and it gives you a chance to work a lot of stations in a relatively short time.  Where 
we have beams for our Field Day stations, we will have better than average signals in the FD 
bedlam and other stations will line up to work us if you call CQ.

g) If you can find a clear frequency in the general portion of the bands where all licensees can 
go so you will have more potential contacts rather than in the extra band, where the number 
of licensees are more limited.  On 20m, we've found in the past that finding a clear frequency 
is tough business so it helps to find one a few minutes before the start of the contest and just 
stay on it as long as you can!  Try to pass along the frequency to your next substitute operator 
when you need to be relieved.

h) Searching and Pouncing is one technique of contest operating and is somewhat successful in 
the first few hours of FD.   However, it is considerably slow and usually requires you to enter 
the others station's callsign first to see if you have already worked him.   After a few hours 



and a couple hundred callsigns logged, it will be harder and harder to find a new station thru 
S&P.  It is best to call CQ and let the others come to you.  We have had good luck with the 
CQing technique.

i) If someone calls to work you more than once, it is usually much faster to go ahead and work 
the station again rather than spend time explaining when and where you have worked the 
station before.  It may be a new op at other station who didn't check his dupe list.  If the 
software will permit, just log them again and get back to CQing - the contest software will 
only count the station one time.  If the contest software will not let you make a duplicate 
contact, then backspace out of the contact and tell the other station "thanks for the QSO" and 
get back to CQing.

j) Often, you will get only a part of the callsign when several stations call at once.  Pick up the 
letters or the number of the callsign that you can and say, "QRZ the W9 or W3 station", or 
"who is the station with Hotel Xray in it"?

k) If you are spending too much time spinning the dial looking for a new station to work, you 
are probably tired and need a break if you can find a relief operator available.  Try not to 
walk away from a radio without handing it off to a relief operator.

l) On 6m or 2m, the call frequencies are 50.125.  It’s okay to work a few on the call frequency 
but its best to move up the band 5 or 10 khz instead of dominating the call frequency.  
Dedicated VHFers get a little ticked at Field Day ops who once a year sit on the call 
frequency for longer than 5 minutes.  It gets even more sensitive on the 2m call frequency:  
144200.  In the latter case, it’s better to take turns letting other stations get on and make some 
CQs.  On 2m, most contacts are made on the 144200 call frequency.  You can also make 
some 2m FM contacts on 146580, although we've never had too much luck with FM 
contacts.


