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PREZ SAYS

Thanks Be; It’s Spring Again!

Time to retire the snow bl ower & shovel, and trade them

for the tools required to work on the yard! |It’s also time to check
over our antennas, towers, and guy wires. Saftey is of key
i mportance.

A big “Thank You” to all who have worked so hard in
gat hering up the Kl ubs equi pnent and gear, so that a proper
i nventory could be made. This allowed us to conplete our
out st andi ng paperwork with various organi zati ons.

Anot her huge “Thank You” to Jack, KA8BOG for his
efforts with repair of the repeater, and Brandon, KC8YHE, for his
sharing of his EchoLink station.

Pl ease keep in m nd that our June neeting will include a
speci al guest, Richard Mondro, WBFQT, the Vice Director for the ARRL
Great Lakes Divi sion.

Don't forget our Picnics in the Park, just around the
corner, as well!

CGod Bless All! Remenber to keep our troops in your
t hought s!

73 Art KC8WAZ

LARK SOCIAL NOTES

Our next pre-meeting dinner will be at 5:30 PM, Thursday, May 13"
2004 at Clarey’s Pub, 117 East Grand River, Howell. We meet at
7:00PM at the EOC for our eyeball QSO prior to the 7:30PM LARK
meeting.

IMPORTANT!

Our special guest for the June meeting will be
Richard Mondro, W8FQT, the Great L akes
Division Vice Director. Pleaseinvite any hams
you know of to this special meeting!




Secretary’s Report
General Meeting
April 8™, 2004

Art. KCBWAZ, called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance. Introductions were made.

The Board had approved a $400 expense to buy a new repeater amplifier, and also approved an expenditure
of $60 for transistors to be used by Jack KASBOG.

FIELD DAY

Van, N8GVD gave the members a report on Field Day plans for this year. There will need to be some
decisions made over the next few months, like number of stations and such. Irene, KABMVW, volunteered to
do food. Mary, KC8SER, volunteered to help. More Field Day details to follow at the meeting..

CW CLASSES
Classes will be held on Monday evening, 7PM, at the EOC. Ray, N8CPO will be instructing.

ECHOLINK
Brandon, KC8YHE, talked about Echolink, and how it was set up on the 146.68 repeater. Brandon has
generously made it available to all LARK members

BPL
Jon, KC8VAB gave us an update on BPL. There is a lot of discussion on this topic He included information
on many good websites to learn more about this topic.

PICNIC IN THE PARK

The Picnic in the Park will be in July & August, In place of our meeting(s). Currently, they are scheduled for
July 9" and August 13" at 6PM.

Clairus, KC8QQN, made a motion to approach Jim N8ENX, and ask if he could approach the Mayor of Howell
or the Parks Commissioner on the use of the park for free. Chuck, W8CLK seconded the motion. Motion
passed.

Old Business:

Bob, KBPBA made a motion not to renew the contract for storage. Irene KABMVW seconded. Motion
passed.

Clairus, KC8QQN, asked for volunteers to help gather Klub equipment, and place it in storage at her home.
Volunteers that night included: Charley KB8OUJ, Art KC8BWAZ, Mac N8RBA, Van N8GVD, Jon KC8VAB,
and Larry KB8QJE.

New Business:

ELECTIONS

May is election month! Offices to be filled are: Vice President, Technical Director, Treasurer, and Member at
Large. Nominees for Vice President were Van N8GVD. Nominees for Technical Director were Jon, KC8VAB,



Jim N8EAH, and Jim WB8AZP. Nominees for Treasurer were Clairus, KC8BQQN. Nominees for Member at
Large were Chuck, WBCLK.

Brandon, KC8YHE made a motion to close nominations. Duane N8BWMN seconded. Motion passed.

50/50 DRAWING

Van, N8GVD, won the 50/50 drawing, and donated it to the Emergency Fund.

Meeting Adjourned

Respectfully Submitted
Mary, KC8SER

SECRETARY’S REPORT
LARK Board Meeting April 2004

Board Minutes
Meeting called to order by Art KC8WAZ

The Secretaries and Treasurers reports read & approved
There was discussion about the Echolink station using the 146.68 repeater.

There was discussion about having a Silent Key listing on the Klub website.
Clairus, KC8QQN made a motion to that affect, and Chuck, W8CLK, seconded.

Jack, KA8SBOG, will be on vacation from April 6 through April 15,
A motion was made to purchase the transistors that Jack, KA8BOG requested for
amplifier repair. This motion passed.

Operation care is still in paperwork processing phase.

Bruce N8GVD, made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Clairus, KC8QQN seconded.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:30PM.

Respectfully Submitted, Mary KC8SER

TREASURER REPORT

TREASURER REPORT
GENERAL OPERATING FUND



FOR PERIOD APRIL 1, 2004 TO APRIL 30, 2004

OPENING CASH (CHECKING ONLY) $ 831.37
INCOME

50/50 WINNER 40.00

DUES 2004 55.00
TOTAL DEPOSIT 95.00
EXPENDITURES

JIM WB8BAZP, PRINTING LED 86.14

6 NTE 341 Transistors 74.86
AWARDS Charity Donation 64.00
Phone 75.00
ENDING BALANCE $592.13
OPENING CASH ( CD $1,000.) $1,221.59
OPENING CASH ( CD $500.) 590.50

MATURITY DATE 4/9/04 INTEREST 1.63 592.13
TOTAL OPERATING CASH. $2,440.09
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

FUND TREASURER REPORT.

PERIOD APRIL 1, 2004 TO APRIL 30, 2004

OPENING CASH ( CHECKING ONLY) $1112.25
DONATION From Paul KC8UKF 15.00
DONATION From 50/50 40.00
BALANCE APRIL 30, 2004 $ 1167.25
BALANCE FOR THE SUNSHINE COMM $47.44

Respectfully submitted,
Clairus KC8QQON
Treasurer



WANTED!!!

| need as many peanut butter containers as possible, something like 50 of them
would be great. | would like them to be with lids and of the 160z size. | have a
wide assortment of nuts, bolts, washers and such that is in need of a new home
instead of in the bottom of the draws of my tool boxes. Thanks in advance for
your help.

Clairus KC8QQON

EDITORS COMMENTS
ool
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snow, but the calendar says it’'s May!)

Welcome to May! (OK, as I’'m writing this, it tried to

If you’ve already gotten a “jump start” on your spring antenna projects,
how about a picture and a short write up on what you’'ve accomplished?
Spring is a good time to share with your Klub members, you know.

Don’t forget that our June meeting will feature a visit from our Vice

Director of the ARRL Great Lakes Division, Richard Mondro, WSFQT.
Please invite Klub members, past Klub members, and any other amateurs

Articles



We still need YOUR articles for the newsletter. Swap items, favorite
stories, magical operating moments, remembering your favorite rig, the
time your dog ate your logbook, whatever. Need a suggestion for a good
article? Just call! Need help writing it down? We can assist you. In case
the spring thaw has left you a little confused, you can reach me at:

Jim Kvochick WB8AZP
10366 Greystone Court
Brighton, Ml 48114-7650

810-220-2098 Voice
810-220-2126 Fax
330-283-7070 Cellular

WBSAZP@ARRL.NET

2004 Extra Upgrade Challenge Revised!

My personal challenge to any Livingston Amateur Radio Klub member in
good standing is to upgrade their skills. As reward and recognition for
your efforts, I’'m prepared to offer you the use of one of the following
radios for 30 days after you’ve upgraded to Extra. The radios you get to
play with are:

lcom 718 lcom 706
SGC 2020 Elecraft K2

There are a few catches.... You must be a LARK member, you don’t get to
keep the radio after 30 days, and you do need to return it in working
order. These are my backup rigs, and I’'m hoping this will serve as an
incentive to continue to improve your skills. First come, first served.

Additionally, if you'd like to experience using one of these radios, you
may borrow one of them for 2 weeks, when available, just for being a
LARK member in good standing! Same conditions apply as well.



50/50 Plus Drawings

If you haven’t attended a recent meeting, then you’ve missed out on
fabulous prizes that are given away along with splitting the raffle pot.
Ask a member who has attended for the low down. Better yet, why not
show up at the next meeting?

SUNDAY EVENING NET ON 146.68

Let’s not forget about the Sunday evening LARK net on 146.68 at 9PM.
It’'s a great time to connect with other LARK members, share information,
and just in general gather on the repeater. You would think that a club
the size of ours could muster up more than a handful of checkins, now
wouldn’t you? Why not even volunteer to take on the Net Control
responsibility for one or two Sundays to gain some experience? Don’t
need experience in running a net? How about just volunteering to help
out?

ARPSC

RACES Qualifications

The FEMA 1S-2 Emergency Preparedness U.S.A. is now back on the FEMA-EMI website. This course is one
of the requirements for RACES. Please download the material and then take the test. | have some hard
copies available.

Incident Command System

Incident Command System is the standard by which Fire, Police, and EMS conduct business. In order to be
of assistance in doing your job with providing emergency communication in a critical incident, you must really
understand what is going on, and who is really in charge of the incident. The FEMA 1S-195 Incident
Command System Course is also on the FEMA-EMI website. Please download the material and then take
the test if you have not already

Please don’t wait for the real thing and wished that you would have taken the time to attend some
training.

DX REPORT



MALDI VES, 8Q Tadao, JAIWPX will be QRV as 8Q7/WP from May 4 to 9.
He plans to be active on 40 to 10 nmeters using CW SSB and RTTY. He
may also try some 80 neters and PSK31 as well. QSL to hone call.

EAST MALAYSI A, 9Ms. Maurizio, |ZICRR and others will be active as
9MBPSB from Pul au Sat ang Besar Island, | OTA OC-165. He will also
participate in the ARl DX contest as 9MB/I ZICRR QSL both calls via
| ZICRR.

TAIVAN, BV. Chung, BX4AF has been QRV using RTTY on 20 neters
around 1700z. QSL direct.

CHI NA, BY. A Goup of B& hans fromthe Jiangsu DX Cub will be QRV
as Bl 4Q from Cheni ushan Island, | OTA AS-135, fromMay 1 to 3. They
will be active on 40 to 10 nmeters using CWand SSB on the usual |OTA
frequencies. QSL via BARQP.

MARQUESAS | SLANDS, FO. A group of amateurs from Japan are QRV as
FQO/ JI 1JKW and FQO/ JI IWITF from Hiva Ga, | OTA OC-027, until My 2.
Activity will be on 160 to 6 neters using CW SSB and RTTY. A
6-neter beacon is set up on 50110 kHz. QSL to hone calls.

SOUTH SHETLAND | SLANDS. HFOPOL has been QRV on 30 neters around
1900 and 2330z. @SL via SP2GOW Meanwhile, Voytek, SP5QF is active
as HFOQF fromthe Henryk Arctowski Base on King CGeorge Island. He
is here until the end of 2004. @QSL via SP71 WA

SOUTH KOREAN, HL. Look for DSANYE and anot her operator to be active
using special call sign D7OLWfrom Soack Island, | OTA AS-060, until
May 2. Activity is on all HF bands and nobdes. QSL via operators'

i nstructions.

GUAM KH2. Nao, JKIFNL will be QRV as NASO KH2 from May 5 to 9.
QSL direct to JKLFNL.

SOUTH ORKNEY | SLANDS. Dr. Martin, LUSDO is on assignnent at the
Orcadas Base on Laurie Island. He will be QRV fromclub station
LULZA t hrough March 2005. QSL via LU4DXU.

BULGARI A, LZ. Special event station LZO4AKMw || be active on all
bands and nobdes fromMay 1 to 31 to celebrate St. Cyril and
Met hodi us' Day. @QSL via LZ1BFR

SLOVAK REPUBLIC, OM Zsolt, HAG6PS and Laci, HA6NL are QRV as

OM honecal | /p from Ruzsina until May 3. They will participate in
the AGCW QRP contest as OM HASRT/p and in the ARl DX contest as
OM HAGPS/ p. QSL to hone calls.

GREECE, SV. Mke, GMUCF will be QRV as SV8/ GMBUOF/ p from Kavos,
Corfu, IOTA EU-052, fromMay 3 to 17. @SL to hone call.

TURKS AND CAI COS | SLANDS, VP5. Conny, DL1DA is QRV as VP5/DL1DA

until May 9. Activity is on 40 to 10 neters using CWand RTTY. QSL to hone call.




Ham radi o fans keep Mdrse code alive
BY M KE WENDLAND

DETRO T FREE PRESS COLUWNI ST

April 26, 2004

Every Monday night, a group of hamradi o enthusiasts fromnetro Detroit
gat hers around their radi os and begi ns an unusual class ainmed at keeping a
dyi ng | anguage al i ve.

The | anguage is Morse code -- the dots and dashes that used to be the
heart of what was once the ultinmate hi gh-tech business of tel egraphy.

"We refuse to let it die," said Wlliam (Jim Wckstrom president of the
Utica Shel by Emergency Comuni cations Association hamradi o club

"It's part of our tradition, but it's also a very effective means of getting a
si gnal through when other means of communications fail."

W ckstrom and his ham cohorts have been teaching the class for severa

years, hel ping peopl e pass the five-words-per-mnute Morse code requirenent
necessary to gain full operating privileges on the hamradi o bands. (You can
listen in on Mondays at 9 p.m at 147.18 nHz.)

About the only place where the Mrse code | anguage is used anynore is on
ham radi o. And that hobby, too, has been in decline since the early 1990s,
when the Internet began to take hold.

Al though it seems likely that the Federal Comunications Conmi ssion will
drop the Mdrse code requirenent, hamradio purists insist it is a vital part of
t he hobby.

"It was the Internet of its day," says Bill Pretzer, the curator of

political history and print comunications at the Henry Ford in Dearborn. "It
was a breakt hrough in conmunications, and it changed the face of business and
society like nothing the world had seen.”

M chi gan played a significant role in the devel opnent of Mrse code,
thanks to the state's nobst famous inventor -- Thomas Edi son

In 1859, at age 12, Edison held a job on the Grand Trunk Railway, selling
candy and copies of the Free Press on the run fromDetroit to his home in Port
Huron. One day, he saved the |life of a 3-year-old boy who had fallen on the
tracks in front of a train. In gratitude, the boy's father, a railroad

t el egrapher, taught the young Edison the dits and dahs of code.

"He went on to becorme one of the fastest operators around," says Pretzer
How fast was he? "A really good tel egrapher could copy 35-40 words per
m nute. Edi son was faster than that."

Edi son i nvented an automatic printer for the tel egraph that |ater norphed

into a stock ticker, the sale of which provided the seed noney that led to his
so-cal led invention factory | aboratory in Menlo Park, N. J., where he invented
t he phonograph, the electric light bulb and scores of other things.

That Menlo Park |lab and a collection of Edison s tel egraph keys and Mrse code
printers are on display at Greenfield Vill age.

Today, it is the small but fiercely loyal band of hamradi o users who
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refuse to |l et Morse code die. And perhaps as a small sign of their success, a
new character has been added to the Mrse code al phabet -- the first

addition to the dot and dash than 60 years. Two weeks ago, the International
Tel ecommuni cations Union officially designated dit-dah-dah-dit-dah-dit as the
code synbol for the "@ sign that's used in Internet e-mail addresses.

Keep tappin', my ham buddi es. Edi son woul d be proud of you.

Contact M KE VENDLAND at 313-222-8861 or maendl and@r eepress. com

MORE ON BPL

The Stu ROCKAFELLOW ARS will be putting on a presentation May 17, 2004 at
7:30pm at The Plynouth city hall 201 S Main st, Plynouth M chigan. the
presentation will be Murray Wallace the ARRL Techni cal Coordinator for the state
of Mchigan. he will be tal king about the BPL Issue. it proves to be a great

ni ght of fellowship with other hanms and as al ways we have coffee and donuts.

pl ease conme early to get a seat. talk in on 145.170 or 146.920. hope to see you
t here.

VBRI F
Don

UPDATE ON OPERATION CARE.

| SHOULD KNOW BY THE END OF THE COM NG WEEK | F OPERATION CARE | S A GO. THE PAPER
WORK WAS SUBM TTED AND | AM JUST WAI TING ON I TS RETURN. AT WHICH PO NT | WLL
NEED TO MEET W TH ANYONE W SHI NG TO HELP GET THI S PULLED TOGETHER THERE | S
STILL TIME TO MAKE | T HAPPEN AND ONCE THE GREEN LIGHT IS G VEN VE WLL RUN WTH
IT AND PUT IT TOGETHER. | WLL POST A MESSAGE ON THE DVR TO LET EVERYONE KNOW
THANKS AGAI N FOR YOUR SUPPORT W TH OPERATI ON CARE.

CLAI RUS. KC8QON

FIELD DAY
I would like to thank all the members that participated in the discussion
at the last meeting about field day. It appears that decent numbers of

members are interested.

Irene KAB8MVW has volunteered to chair the food coordination, Thanks
Irene.
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Some members want to arrive Friday and do field checks of their
equipment but it was decided to wait until the start of field day to do the
site set up. It was also proposed that prior to field day to do a practice
set up or two.

It was also decided to set up at least two stations for field day, possibly
a GOTA station and station above 50 MHz all at a power level at or below
150 Watts.

Ray N8CPO has a vertical that can be used,

Art KC8BWAZ has a trailer and new battery that can be used,
Jim WB8AZP assured us that radios would be available,
Brandon KC8YHE has a tower that can be used,

| have a generator and laptop that can be used.

I hope prior to the next meeting to go to the site for field day. Find out if
there will be any restrictions to the use of the property. To get an idea
what would be the best way to set up the site. | would like to find the
best available logging program. Try to find all the Klub’s equipment that
would be useful for field day.

I would like to thank all the members at the last LARK meeting for
making my presentation not to terribly painful, not something that | am

use to doing and to Jon KC8VAB for all the help.

I’'m looking forward to having a lot of fun and learning more about
amateur radio.

Van, N8GVD

JUST WANTED TO SAY THANKS TO MAC, CHARLIE, RAY, MARY, DAVE, CHUCK AND BRUCE VAN
DAM FOR ALL THE HELP W TH GETTI NG THE KLUBS EQUI PMENT PUT I N ONE SPOT. WHAT A
JOB THAT WAS. NOWWE CAN WORK ON KEEPI NG | T ALL TOGETHER. AGAI N THANKS TO ALL OF
YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS. AND A SPECI AL THANKS TO BRUCE FOR THE USE OF H S TRUCK.

CLAI RUS KC8QON
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ARRL CALLS ON WHITE HOUSE TO WITHDRAW SUPPORT FOR BPL

ARRL President JimHaynie, WsJBP, has appealed to President and fellow
Texan George W Bush to withdraw his support for broadband over power |ine
(BPL) technol ogy and focus on "nobre suitable technol ogi es" such as

Wi rel ess broadband. The League this week also issued a call for nenbers to
support Haynie's request. In an April 26 speech at the M nneapolis
convention of the American Association of Community Coll eges, Bush
advocat ed changi ng techni cal standards to encourage BPL depl oynent in the
US. Haynie told Bush that while the League supports universal and

af f ordabl e broadband access, BPL is the wong direction to take.

"Power |ines were designed to transmt energy," not broadband signals,
Haynie said in a fax. "The broadband signals radiate from power |ines and
cause severe interference to radio reception.”

Hayni e said test sites throughout the US and el sewhere have anply
denonstrated BPL's potential to interfere. "You may have been told
otherwise; if so, you were msinforned," he said, directing the
president's attention to the BPL page on the ARRL Wb site
<http://ww. arrl.org/bpl>.

Bush this week told the conmunity coll eges gathering that there need to be
techni cal standards to enabl e new broadband technol ogi es such as

hi gh- speed conmuni cati on over power |ines. "Power |ines were for
electricity; power lines can be used for broadband technol ogy," Bush said.
"So the technical standards need to be changed to encourage that."
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"Once depl oyed," the president declared, "BPL has the potential to turn
every electrical outlet into a broadband pipeline." Bush al so suggested
that BPL coul d supply broadband services to rural dwellers, a prospect
that the League and others claimis not econonically feasible.

"BPL is sonetines touted as a solution for rural areas,"” said ARRL CEO
David Summer, K1ZZ. "It is not." Sumer explained that BPL signals carry
only a few thousand feet down a power |ine and then must be repeated.
"This requires a lot of hardware and will not be econonmical in areas with
| ow popul ati on densities.”

Bush al so praised FCC Chairnman M chael K. Powell and "his decision to

el i mi nat e burdensone regul ati ons on new broadband networks' availability
to homes." He also called for opening up nmore spectrumto make wirel ess
br oadband "nore accessible, reliable and affordable” and for no taxes on
br oadband access.

In its BPL Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in ET Docket 04-37, the
FCC has proposed anending its Part 15 rules to adopt new requirements and
nmeasur enent gui delines for so-called "Access BPL" systens. The conment
deadl i ne is Monday, May 3; reply coments are due by June 1

In direct response to the Bush speech, the ARRL is asking its menbers to
support Haynie's request for the Wite House to withdraw its support for
BPL technol ogy. "Using power lines to distribute broadband services is a
bad i dea that should not be encouraged,"” said Sumer. "It is inportant for
radio amateurs to get the facts across to the Wiite House as well as to
our Congressional representatives and senators."

The ARRL Wb site provides an information package

<http://ww arrl.org/tis/info/ HTM./plc/cta/>. 1t explains how menbers can
contact the White House and nenbers of Congress to express their views on
BPL depl oynent.

"Do it now" Summer urged. "W need thousands of responses fromall parts
of the country, right away, if we are to nake an inpression.”

For additional information, visit the ARRL's "Broadband Over Power Line
(BPL) and Ammateur Radio" page <http://ww.arrl.org/bpl/> To support the
League's efforts in this area, visit the ARRL's secure BPL Wb site
<https://ww.arrl.org/forns/devel opnent/ donati ons/ bpl/>.

NTIA STUDY DOCUMENTS RADIO INTERFERENCE FROM BPL

The first phase of a |ong-awaited broadband over power l|ine (BPL) study

t he National Tel econmunications and I nformation Adm nistration (NTIA)

rel eased this week suggests it's possible to acconmpdate BPL technol ogy
whi | e managi ng the interference risk. In a cover letter to FCC Chairnan
M chael K. Powell, Acting NTIA Adm nistrator Mchael D. Gl lagher pl edged
that the NTIA would "work with the Comnission to establish a firm
techni cal foundation for responsible deploynent of BPL to protect critica
federal comunications systens." But, Gallagher added, "technical rules
governing their deploynent nmust address potential harnful interference to
critical systens." Released April 27, NTIA Report 04-413

<http://ww. ntia.doc. gov/ntiahome/fccfilings/2004/bpl/index.htnl > anal yzes
10 mllion BPL system measurenents.
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"Mbst studi es have been oriented to deternine whether interference wll
occur at the variously proposed limts,"” NIIA says in describing its
study's approach. "In contrast, NTIA has oriented its study to find a
solution that accommpdates BPL systens while appropriately managi ng the
risk of interference to radio systens." The NTI A acknow edges that BPL
signals "unintentionally radi ate" from power |ines. But, the agency said,
"there is substantial disagreenent as to the strength of the em ssions and
their potential for causing interference to licensed radio systens." The
NTI A al so said current FCC Part 15 nmeasurenent techni ques may
"significantly underestimate" peak BPL field strength.

The hefty, two-volune NTIA Phase 1 study | ooks at BPL systens using the HF
and | ow VHF spectrumfrom 1.7 to 80 MHz and "defines risks of interference
fromBPL systens to | ocal radio reception” while assum ng the systens
conply with existing Part 15 rules. That spectrum NTIA said, is hone to
some 59, 000 federal frequency assignments. The study proposes protecting
41 frequencies of the "nobst sensitive and likely npbst severely affected
federal systens.”

ARRL CEO David Sumer, Kl1ZZ, said the NTIA study clearly denmponstrates that
BPL systenms pollute the radio spectrum "How can any responsible public

of ficial encourage the depl oynent of such systens," he asked, "and how can
any investor seriously consider pouring noney into such an obviously

fl awed t echnol ogy?"

Among interference mitigation techniques, the NTIA study recomends
reduci ng BPL devi ce output power--which it called "the single nost

ef fective met hod" of reducing interference potential--and "shifting or
not chi ng" BPL frequencies. O hers included differential-node signa

i njection, absorbing filters, adopting a "one active device per frequency
and area" rule and using a single point of control for each BPL service
ar ea.

Interference cal cul ations by the NTIA engineers indicated that a BPL
transmitter operating within Part 15 limits would significantly increase
the noise floor for |and-nobile receivers on frequencies bel ow 30 MHz. The
agency said it could be inferred fromits calculations that "a

vehi cl e-nounted HF receiver" operating in a residential neighborhood next
to a BPL-energized |ine "may experience harnful interference" dependi ng on
the frequency, distance along the line fromthe BPL transmitter, the BPL
transmitter's duty cycle and the nunber of BPL devices on the power line.

The NTI A study calculated that interference "is likely" to nobile stations
in areas extending to 30 neters and to fixed stations in areas extending
to 55 neters froma single BPL device and the power lines to which it's
connected. Wth "low to noderate desired signal levels,"” the NTIA study
continued, interference is likely at these receivers within areas
extending to 75 neters for nobiles and 460 neters for fixed stations.

The NTI A says its Phase 2 study will "evaluate the effectiveness" of its

Phase 1 recomendati ons and address potential interference via ionospheric
propagation of BPL "from mature, |arge-scale" depl oyed BPL networks.

NEW CREW SETTLING IN ABOARD SPACE STATION

After sone six months |living aboard the International Space Station, the
Expedition 8 crew of M ke Foal e, KB5UAC, and Al ex "Sasha" Kaleri, USMR,
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have returned safely to Earth. Foale and Kaleri spent nearly 195 days in
space--making theirs the second | ongest | SS expedition. The Expedition 9
repl acenent crew of M ke Fincke, KE5AIT, and Gennady Padal ka, RN3DT,
arrived April 21 via a Russian Soyuz vehicle and nowis settling in aboard
the 1SS. During their six-month duty tour, Padal ka, 45, will serve as
Expedition 9 commander, while Fincke, 36, will be the NASA |ISS science
of ficer and flight engineer.

A change- of - command cerenony aboard the space outpost April 26 narked the
passi ng of the baton from Foal e to Padal ka, but NASA says conmmand
officially shifted April 29 when the hatches between the |ISS and the Soyuz
spacecraft cl osed.

Acconpanyi ng Fi ncke and Padal ka aboard the Soyuz "taxi" flight to the ISS
was European Space Agency (ESA) astronaut André Kuipers, PI9ISS, of the
Net herl ands. Wil e aboard the |ISS, he conducted experinents under a joint
agreement between the ESA and Russia. Kuipers was aboard the earthbound
Soyuz return flight with Foale and Kaleri, which arrived in the Kazakhstan
steppes early on April 30 (UTC).

Foal e now has accunul ated nore tine in space than any US astronaut.
Including this mssion, a 1997 tour aboard the Russian Mr space station
and four shuttle m ssions, he has |ogged nearly 374.5 days in space.

Foal e, Kaleri and Kuipers will travel to Star City, Russia, where they
will remain for mssion and medi cal debriefings. Foale is expected to
return to Houston in nid-My.

Wi | e aboard the I SS Kui pers conducted two successful Amateur Radio on the
I nternational Space Station (AR SS) school group contacts with schools in
his native country. On April 24, he answered questions posed by students
gat hered at Space Expo in Noordw jk, the Netherlands. The foll ow ng day,
Kui pers spoke with youngsters fromthree school s--Saltoschool Hanevoet in
Ei ndhoven, Sint Joriscollege and the Ei nhoven Technical University. The
university's Amateur Radi o club station PI4TUE hosted the event. Both
contacts were conducted in Dutch.

I SS crew menbers al so | earned | ast week that another of the 1SS s three
control noment gyroscopes (CM3 had fail ed. NASA says the CMGs use power
fromthe solar arrays to control the station's orientation. The two CMGs
still operating are the m ni mum needed to control the ISS without
resorting to other means. NASA says a space walk will be schedul ed within
the next nonth to correct the problem--sonme information from NASA and
from Gaston Bertels, ONAWF

HAM-CONGRESSMEN URGE FCC CHAIRMAN'S SUPPORT FOR ARRL RESTRUCTURING
PLAN

The only Amateur Radi o licensees in the US Congress--Rep Greg Wl den,
WEQ (R-OR), and Rep M ke Ross, WD5DVR (D-AR), have written FCC Chairman
M chael K. Powell to urge adoption of the ARRL's restructuring Petition
for Rule Making (RM10867) "in its entirety" along with rul es changes
needed to put it into place.

"W believe that this plan will encourage the devel opnent, refinement and
use of new technol ogi es; increase the nunber of young people involved in
Amat eur Radi o; and provide incentives for Amateur Radio |icensees to

pursue technical self-training and opportunities for volunteerismin the
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best traditions of our country,"” \Walden and Ross said in an April 23
letter. "W urge you to support the ARRL's restructuring plan and to
implenent it rapidly.”

The FCC now is considering a total of nearly 1300 comments filed on the
League's restructuring plan and on two other sinilar petitions--one froma
group called the Radi o Amat eur Foundati on, RM 10868, and the other from
the National Conference of Volunteer Exam ner Coordinators, RW 10870. A
fourth petition fromRonald D. Low ance, K4SX, RWM 10869, dealt solely with
t he Amat eur Radi o Morse code requirenment. It attracted nore than 200
conmments before the April 23 conment deadli ne.

The ARRL plan proposes a new entry-level Amateur Radio |icense--being
call ed "Novice" for now-that would include HF privil eges without
requiring a Mrse code exam consolidate the current six |license classes
into three and retain a 5 WPM Morse test only for Amateur Extra cl ass
applicants. It also would integrate current Technician |licensees into
General and current Advanced |icensees into Amateur Extra w thout
addi ti onal testing.

"The ARRL's |icense restructuring plan, once inplenmented, will conplete
the Conmission's [restructuring] plan, initiated in 1998, and wi |l provide
a blueprint for licensing well into the next decade,"” Wal den and Ross

sai d. The League's plan "is needed right now to pronote greater growth of
the healthy, exciting and rewarding intellectual pursuit of Amateur
Radi 0. "

Wal den--a nenber of the House Subcommi ttee on Tel ecommuni cati ons and the
Internet--and Ross invited Powell to share his thoughts on the matter.

NEW MORSE "@" CHARACTER BECOMES OFFICIAL MAY 3

The International Mrse code officially gains a new character on May 3.
That's when the nowfaniliar "@ synbol joins the Mirse | exicon as the

letters "AC' run together (.--.-.). Known as the "commercial at" or
"commat ," the @synbol never rose to the | evel of usage that demanded a
uni que Morse character until it gained currency as a critical component of

e-mai |l addresses during the past decade or so.

Last Decenber, the International Tel econmunication Union

Radi ocomuni cation Sector (I TU-R) Study Group 8 agreed on the wording of a
Draft New Recomrmendation I TU-R M[MORSE] that specified the internationa
Morse code character set and transni ssion procedures and included the new
Mor se code character

The pendi ng change has attracted sone attention in the media, including
mentions on National Public Radio's Al Things Considered and in The New
Yor k Ti nes.

MORE BPL

SWs may file BPL interference conplaints: FCC Part 15 rul es prohibit
interference to licensed services fromunlicensed devices. This neans
that, with limted exceptions, short-wave listeners (SWs) may file fornal
conplaints if broadband over power line (BPL) signals interfere with their
reception. "There is no doubt that international broadcast |isteners have
standing to conplain about interference to the reception of foreign
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broadcast signals," says ARRL Ceneral Counsel Chris Imay, WBKD. "One does
not have to be a licensee of a transnmitter in order to receive harnfu
interference froma United States-based RF source and have standing to
conplain about it." Listeners to international short-wave broadcasts
originating in the US, Imay explains, do not have standing to conplain,
however, because they are not the target audience for such broadcasts.
ImMay says that while FCC and court cases involving standing to file are
conpl ex, "the cases are clear that the allegation of suffering actua

el ectronagnetic interference to reception of a broadcast service, even one
generated internationally, froma donestic RF source, is sufficient in
every case to denonstrate standing to file a conplaint." Internationa

Tel econmuni cation Uni on Radi o Regul ations require nenber nations to "take
all practicable and necessary steps to ensure that the operation of

el ectrical apparatus or installations of any kind, including power and

tel ecommuni cati on distribution networks, but excluding equi pnent used for

i ndustrial, scientific and medi cal applications, does not cause harnfu
interference to a radi ocomunication service."--Gary Pearce, KN4AAQ

| think that’s clear

enough!
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