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HARC HOLSWORTHY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Autumn edition 

T his is our third club events diary for 2022! Where has the year gone? In this 
edition, a Chairman’s report including a review of the year so far and a diary for 
the rest of 2022. As usual there are some simple articles on ‘things to try’ during 

the dark winter evenings. These are designed to be thought provoking rather than long 
winded technical articles. Most will require a computer, but don’t worry, if you don’t have 
a dedicated PC in the shack there is an article for that too. 


The number of people subscribed to our club FB page suggests this little calendar is 
read by many outside our small physical club. If you are one of them, welcome. 


The Kinks once sang ‘I’m not like everybody else’ a club anthem, perhaps. We are a 
small and fairly remote, rural club that can’t match other’s in terms of numbers but we 
still manage to punch well above our weight in friendly, varied ‘electric wireless’ type 
activities. 


It goes without saying, whoever you are, whatever your radio interests, we hope you will 
join us at this years Holsworthy Rally in November, (details on page 11).


	 	 	 	 	 	               The Holsworthy Amateur Radio Club 

Milton Damerel 
Parish Hall       
EX22 7NZ 

Talk-In GB3DN 
Simplex 145.550 
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Editorial 

F or 25 years or so I had been 
keeping Amateur Radio at arms 
length. I didn’t need it. For me it 

was done and there was never any 
thought about going back. 
Nothing new there for me.


I had been busy walking the 
South West Coast Path and with 
just 175miles of the 630mile Path 
left to do, I certainly didn’t need 
Amateur Radio to fill my spare 
time.


By late November 2019 the coast 
path had become so muddy and 
dangerous hiking had to be 
suspended until the following spring. 


It was a spring that never arrived, 
smothered by the ‘great sad’. Two whole 
years of our lives gone. It is hard to 
believe that actually happened. 


It changed everything…


Club Project 

Is a club project still viable? Decades ago 
it was an actual ‘thing’. 

Club members would embark on a 
collective project bringing their individual 

specific skills to the table. 


Longer ago than I care to admit, a 
keen 14 year old version of myself 
built a receiver designed by club 
member G3UES. 

Someone designed and made the 
circuit boards and another 
sourced the parts. My Dad helped 
build the enclosure and a more 
experienced club member fixed 
my dodgy soldering. 


I learned a lot and discovered the 
magic of using something I had built 
myself. 


I recently tried to recapture that moment 
by building a modern 40m transceiver. 
( link on page 14).. I am pleased to report 
there is still a rush to be had from doing 
so. I realise this is an old fashioned and 
unnecessary thing to do but for me it is 
what makes Amateur Radio special. 


I hope you find something to interest you 
in this, the Autumn 2022 issue.


Rob GØHFN 

QCX-mini made in the Peoples Republic of North Devon

I learned a lot 
and 
discovered 
the magic of 
using 
something I 
had built 
myself….
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S i n c e t h e A G M 
m e m b e r s h i p h a s 
increased slowly but still 

falls short of last year. This is 
probably due to the current 
climate of cancellations, Covid 
etc. All in all we have faired 
reasonably well.

In June we were invited by the 
Milton Damerel Parish Hall 
committee to set up and 
demonstrate Amateur Radio at 
t h e i r Q u e e n s j u b i l e e 
c e l e b r a t i o n .  K e n G 7 V J A 
successfully applied for an NOV 
to add a Q to the club call 
(MQØOMC). 

On the day we set up the trailer 
mounted vertical and the G5RV at the side of the hall with the intention to run an SSB 
station and an ft8 demonstration. However, Murphy's law kicked in and the mains PSU 
gave up, luckily Jason M6KPI arrived and loaned us his spare battery.


S ome contacts were 
made on SSB but due 
to noise in the hall we 

reverted to ft8 most of the time.

The demo was well received as 
was the free tea, coffee and 
bacon rolls.

At the June meeting we had a 
presentation on the early days  
of Concorde by Rob GØHFN 
probably the only one amongst 
us to be let loose on such a 
fine aircraft. The talk and 
presentation was well received 
by all.

There seems to be and interest 
within the club to activate a 
parks on the air (POTA) as a 

field day so an application has 
been submitted to Northam Council for permission to set up a radio station on the 
Burrows. After meeting their risk assessment and insurance requirements permission was 
granted and we will be making the necessary arrangements within the club to set a date for 
this event.


Chairmans Report
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U nfortunately the club meeting venue for July had to be changed to Holy Trinity 
Church as the Parish Hall was undergoing refurbishment and not available. 


I d i d a g e n e r a l t a l k a n d 
demonstration of available award schemes 
that we could as a club or individually 
apply for. They were SOTA, POTA and 
HEMA.

Our hosts Isabel and Roy were happy for 
us to use the venue and the hall fees were 
paid to them instead of the Parish hall.

Our annual field day at Hartland which 
usually has a good outlook across the bay 
to Lundy was arranged by Ken and held 
the 30th of July.

Unfortunately the weather was not as kind 
to us as it has been in past years, the 
drizzle and mist came in and made quite 

uncomfortable so after setting 
up two station's with the 
vertical on the trailer and the 
fi rs t o f the exper imenta l 
EFHW’s made by Rob GØHFN. 
Unfor tunate ly we had to 
abandon the field day earlier 
than past years due to the 
increasing drizzle and mist.


D uring this club event the 
radio's were battery 
powered until such time 

a s a n e w g e n e r a t o r i s 
purchased. It was good to see 

Phil GØBVD, Ros and Bertie 
paying a visit to us before going off for a walk.

The August 3rd meeting was once again held at the Milton Damerel Holy Trinity Church 
with thanks again to our hosts Isabel and Roy as the work on the parish hall was behind 
schedule.

At the meeting Jordan MØPIR gave a presentation on the use of DMR and DMR 
repeaters. It was very interesting and informative talk and visual demo on a part of 
amateur radio that some of us had not delved in to. We were enlightened on the 
requirements to further our amateur radio experience. 


73 Don GØRQL (chairman)   
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The Club Net restarts this month. By the 
time you read this the details should be on 
the club website and FB page.


CHOTA 
CHOTA, Churches and Chapels On The Air 
is on the 10th of September. If you didn’t 
make it last year why not 
pop along. They do make 
us most welcome.  This 
year its bacon rolls and 
cream teas. Ken G7VJA 
has applied for GB0MDC 
(Milton Damerel Church). 
Map to the venue on 
right. 


POTA 
Also in September we 
have a POTA  (Parks On 
The Air) activation. We 
have permission from the 
park rangers at Northam. 
Date TBN


Next meeting 
At Octobers meeting, 
Colin G0XCF will give a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o n 
propagation.


Rally 
The Holsworthy Rally will 
b e o n t h e 6 t h o f 
November. At the time of 
writing, bookings are still arriving but it is 
expected that the usual traders will be at 
the event, the RSGB will also have a stand. 
See page 11 for details. 


The next club calendar issue will be Winter 
2023. 


 

News

CHOTA 2022
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In the media 
Milton Damerel Parish Newsletter
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Next meetings at Milton Damerel Parish Hall
EVENT 10th September SES CHOTA Holy Trinity


19:30 Oct 5th Propagation Colin GØXCF (talk)
19:30 Nov 2nd Meeting- Rally Plan

EVENT 6th November Holsworthy Rally 

November 15th POTA Northam Burrows
19:30 7th Dec Rally wash up. Mince pies. 
TBN
FT8 /FT4 Overview (subject to interest)
Reverse Beacon Network (subject to interest)
Digital Amateur Television GØFJY TBN
check website/FB page for updates/changes

** September

HARC DIARY 2022
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T here are an increasing number of 
club members taking up the 
challenge to either learn, relearn or 

improve their Morse code skills. It’s not 
hard to do but it’s also not something to 
be undertaken lightly as it involves a 
certain amount of commitment 
and resolve.

Muscle memory needs to be 
trained to operate a paddle 
without a second thought and 
instant character recognition 
skills will have to be honed and 
s t o r e d i n t h e f a s t , 
subconscious part of the brain 
for instant recall. 

All this comes at a price. Your 
time. 


Time well spent? 
Is it time well spent? Well, that 
depends. If you are looking for 
something beyond the now 
accepted norms of modern 
mainstream Amateur Radio  
and you have t ime then 
perhaps learning the code is 
for you. 


Help SOS 
Being a member of a club is 
about helping others and 
although It is not possible to 
teach Morse code in the 
traditional sense, learning from the 
mistakes of others is invaluable.


There are many ways to learn the code 
but many of them are now deemed to be 
wrong or at the very least, poor choices.   
If only we had known…


There is no better road map for the 
budding Morse’ist than the book ‘Zen and 
the art of Radiotelegraphy’ by Carlo 
Consoli, IK0YGJ.  Download link page 14. 


Morse Code. Why bother? 
Recent research suggests that a brain 
exercise in later life such as structured 
learning that is practiced every day will 
reduce the chances of an age related mental 
disability by up to 23%. Morse code with 
health benefits! Who knew…?

But the ultimate irony is, the very technology 

that helped usher Morse code into 
obsolescence, the computer, has 
also made it easier to learn. There 
has never been a better time…. 


Facebook and your soul 

I  don’t think I know anyone 
that actually likes social 
media and I get it, I don’t 

either. We hold our noses and 
accept the downsides begrudgingly 
because of the immediacy and 
usefulness of the platform. 

Like most organisat ions and 
voluntary groups HARC has a club 
Facebook page. Our page has 
attracted more members than we 
actually have on our books, and 
most of them naturally seem to be in 
the Southwest. So it is good PR for 
the club. 
Some bel ieve Facebook is a 
company that gobbles up your 
information and steals your soul. 
Well, perhaps it is. I guess the trick 

is to avoid giving them useful 
information.

There is a paranoia/usefulness balance to be 
struck in there. How you may go about 
dodging their data collection and achieving a 
balance acceptable to you isn’t rocket 
science. Amateur Radio is a technical hobby, 
it shouldn’t be beyond the ability of any of 
us.

There is a link to the HARC Facebook page 
on the club’s website. By clicking this link it 
should be possible to view all the club 
content without joining Facebook or putting 
your soul at risk. 


Recent research 
suggests that a 
brain exercise in 
later life such as 
structured 
learning 
practiced every 
day will reduce 
the chances of 
an age related 
mental disability 
by up to 23%.


Morse code has 
health benefits! 


Who knew…?
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QRZ.com 

Q RZ.com, waste of time? 
Why bother? It’s just 
F a c e b o o k f o r r a d i o 

mutants, right?


Well, like it or not QRZ has 
become the de facto worldwide 
callbook. It is your radio CV for 

the outside world.  


Many of us decide we don’t 
need it. We reluctantly bash 
in a few details (perhaps 
us ing our ‘new’ eBay 
Thinkpad), bish bash bosh, 
all done. But consider 
this.. 


When a potential QSO 
partner on the other side 
of the world hears a CQ, 
they will, more often 
than not, type the call 
into thei r software 

(various) which then 
interrogates QRZ and images 
appear on their computer screen. 


Depending on the software used, 
distance information, maps, and 
images, are all scraped from 
QRZ, the results calculated and 
presented. If their software finds 
an email address for a potential 
electronic QSL card, yes, that 
too.

Rightly or wrongly they will then 
m a k e a s u b c o n s c i o u s 
assessment, call or move on?


This is when a laundry list of 
equipment and a random photo 
isn’t going to cut it.


First job for the new computer?


Free Computer?** 

B asic tasks such as programming a radio have 
become practically impossible without a 
computer. Radio equipment is now designed to 

be that way. When I left the hobby decades ago a 
computer was still an expensive shack ornament. How 
things have changed. 

Their effect on the hobby has been mostly positive but 
always dramatic, like switching on a bright light in a dark 
room or changing a monochrome world to 
colour.


Unfortunately, many of us are now 
of an age that may struggle with 
the technology and have to make a 
real effort to adjust. I’ve heard 
people boasting about their lack of 
computer literacy on the local 
repeater as if its a badge of honour! 
Good grief…


Whatever happened to the ‘self 
training’ aspect of our hobby? It’s a 
shame some have decided to avoid 
rather than embrace the technology  
because they are missing so much.

I can’t think of any aspect of our hobby 
that has not been enhanced by the use of a computer 
except maybe the pursuits that involve repeatedly yelling 
your callsign into a microphone. The processing power 
we require for radio related software is quite low, so 
buying something capable has never been cheaper.


A four year old, industrial strength, all solid state, ex-
corporate Thinkpad can be purchased on eBay for under 
£200 and the second hand market is awash with these 
iconic machines. Most come with a hard coded 
Windows 10 Pro licence (If you were mad enough to buy 
a licence direct from Microsoft it would cost £220!) So, 
purchase a sub £200 machine and the hardware could 
be considered totally free**.


Being unsuitable for games their resale value is limited 
but these are workhorses and will run every Amateur 
Radio application thrown at them. 

I guess the acid test is: Would a Mac user buy one? 
Well, yes……I did. Sorry Mr Jobs. 




1 SEPTEMBER 2022 AUTUMN 2022

HARC EVENTS CALENDAR AUTUMN EDITION 10

WSPR. {Whisper} To speak or say something very softly

T he WSPR beacon sent i ts 
telemetry  throughout the month 
of June using the club call 

MQØOMC. 


At the Queens Jubilee celebrations Holy 
Trinity ran a competition to guess the 
furthest point the 500mw beacon would 
be heard. That point was New Zealand 
followed closely by VK2COW Australia 
and then Antartica. 


The aerial used was a DX Commander 
Classic.


At the end of June Holy Trinity presented 
the winner with a very nice gift set. They 
were pleased with the money they raised 
which will be added to the roof fund.  
Short articles were featured in Radcom 
and the parish newsletter. (reproduced in 
this issue)


T he technical stuff:


The unit used was a small 
dedicated device generating 

500mw built by SM7PNV in Sweden. 


The dev ice was p rog rammed to 
automat ica l ly band hop between 
40/30/20/10m with transmit intervals  
synchronised by a GPS interface. For 
simplicity a single aerial resonant on all 
selected bands without a tuner was used. 


It’s main purpose is probe HF paths and   
compare QRP installations! This may be 
the first time one has been used for fund 
raising!


RadCom September 2022
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Holsworthy Rally

T he 15th* annual Holsworthy Rally will be held on the 6th November 2022 at the 
Holsworthy Leisure Centre. Doors open 10pm.


Usual traders will be in attendance, RSGB, Bring and Buy. Refreshments on 
site. The venue has plenty of parking and disabled access.


 *15th year organised by the Holsworthy Amateur Radio Club


Holsworthy Leisure Centre                               
2  Well Park,        
Holsworthy,                   
Devon                             
EX22 6DH
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FT8 the death of Amateur Radio?

F T8 is a weak signal mode that can be 
effectively used on HF when conditions are 
marginal to poor.


Although not specifically a low power mode it can 
be used to make intercontinental contacts using a 
handful of watts and a length of speaker of wire.


Take a listen on 7.074+/- Mhz any time of the day or 
night, and you will hear activity even at times when 
the band appears dead. That whale song you hear 
is FT8 activity.


So what’s not to like? Well, there are some out there that would have you believe FT8 
is the final nail in the coffin for Amateur Radio. Meh…, FT8 is not the first and won’t be 
the last mode to be saddled with that moniker by the usual guardians of the Amateur 
Radio Galaxy. They should know better, ignore them. 


If you have an HF radio and a computer why not give it a try and decide for yourself? 
If, in the unlikely event you hasten the demise of the Amateur Radio hobby, switch off, 
say nothing and wait for the hoo-har to blow over then find a new hobby. It was fun 
while it lasted, right?


What you will need to connect your radio to the PC will depend on the radio, most 
modern radios use a single USB cable. Older radios will require a simple interface. 
Club members who use data modes should be able to advise you.


Roll your own 

I f you like a challenge, for the cost of a 
single litre of petrol (£58) you could 
build a QDX multi band 5w data 

transceiver that plugs straight into your 
computer, ready to go, No interface to buy. 


With some informed operating skills, even with 
QDX levels of power it is possible to chase DX 
like the big boys. This of course is one of the 
reasons FT8 is so popular.


The basic software is free. With some additional software (still free) you can do more 
amazing stuff. Imagine how useful it would be if you knew the DX station could hear 
you BEFORE you called them.. VK on 20w? (yes, with FT8 all that is possible too)


Be warned FT8 is addictive.  
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Around our Patch 
Elevenses Net  
Mon/Wed/Fri 11-12:00 GB3DN 

net control Mike G3PGA


Sunday Net 

GB3DN 11:00-12:00 Sundays

net control Chris GØFJY (Bideford)


FM Net 

145.575Mhz Thursdays 20:00

net control Colin GØXCF (Northam)


Top Band Net 
Sundays 09:30-10:15 

net control Dave G4XWQ (Barnstaple)


2m SSB Net 
Sundays 10:30-11:00

Wednesday 20:00-21:00 

net control G4XWQ (Barnstaple)


Holsworthy Club Net 

Mondays 19:30-20:30 GB3DN Sept 1st to 
April 1st.

net control club call MXØOMC or 
MØOMC


RSGB News  
Sundays 9am 145.525Mhz 

G6ASK (Tiverton)


GB7HTL DXcluster 
http://gb7htl.packet-radio.com

Ken G7VJA

Updates omissions and additions to


gØhfn@bosten.co.uk
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Autumn 2022 issue 

Information, links and contacts 

T he image on the front page of this edition is the HamClock. It is a free app that runs 
on a Raspberry Pi and can display useful live propagation maps. A couple of club 
members have already built these as stand alone units using surplus TV’s and phone 

chargers. Colin GØXCF and I even considered turning it into a club project to accompany his 
talk on propagation. However, due to the world wide component shortage the little computer 
boards are just too scarce at the moment.  If you have one and want to try, link below.


links for this issue 
live click links     copy and paste links 

Hamclock 	 	 	 	 	 https://www.clearskyinstitute.com/ham/HamClock/


CW Academy (Tuition)	  	 	 	 https://cwops.org


Long Island CW (Tuition)	 	 	 https://longislandcwclub.org/


G4FON (Morse tutor software)	 	 	 https://www.g4fon.net


Morse Code Ninja 	 (Morse files)	 	 https://morsecode.ninja


Zen and the art of Telegraphy  (ebook)         	http://morse-rss-news.sourceforge.net/zenart.pdf


WSPR	 (info)	 	 	 	 	 https://physics.princeton.edu//pulsar/K1JT/doc/wspr/wspr-main.html


HARC Facebook	 	 	 	 https://www.facebook.com/groups/409676810305758/


Club website		 	 	 	 http://www.m0omc.co.uk	 


FT8 Guide	 	 	 	 	 https://www.g4ifb.com/FT8_Hinson_tips_for_HF_DXers.pdf


QDX/QCX transceiver. 	 	 	 https://www.qrp-labs.com/qdx.html


FLcluster download link	 	 	 http://www.w1hkj.com

https://www.clearskyinstitute.com/ham/HamClock/
https://cwops.org
https://longislandcwclub.org/
https://www.g4fon.net
https://morsecode.ninja
http://morse-rss-news.sourceforge.net/zenart.pdf
https://physics.princeton.edu//pulsar/K1JT/doc/wspr/wspr-main.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNm62lqOn5AhUDZMAKHZCYBzYQFnoECBsQAQ&url=https://www.facebook.com/groups/409676810305758/&usg=AOvVaw3RyaGl9lSKFFoFGbl4Cy2P
http://www.m0omc.co.uk
https://www.g4ifb.com/FT8_Hinson_tips_for_HF_DXers.pdf
https://www.qrp-labs.com/qdx.html
http://www.w1hkj.com
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Contacts


Chairman, Don 	          GØRQL

Vice Chairman, Colin        GØXCF

Secretary, Ken 	 	  G7VJA

QSL Manager	 	 	 

Web & Publications, Ken  G7VJA

Treasurer, Matt		          2EØGKH


Committee


Colin 	 	 	 	 GØXCF

Jason 	 	 	 	 M6KPI

Howard 	 	 	 	 MØMYB	 	 

	 	 


Club call MØOMC 	 (Holder GØRQL)

enquiries  m0omc@m0omc.co.uk


website and Facebook

T he Holsworthy Amateur 
Radio Club is the cross 
county club for North 

Devon and Cornwall with members 
from both counties. 


The c lub meet on the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
rural setting of Milton Damerel 
Parish Hall, Milton Damerel North 
Devon. 


The club participates in a number 
of outdoor events throughout the 
year and is responsible for the 
Holsworthy Radio Rally. 


Both the local VHF repeater 
G B 3 D N a n d t h e D X c l u s t e r 
GB7HTL are owned and run by 
club members.


Visitors welcome. Map on back 
page.
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GB7HTL  

A  DX Cluster is and early warning 
messaging system with one aim, to 
notify connected stations of DX. 

It relies on stations  posting information 
about DX either worked or heard at their 
location. It is a worldwide system of 
connected computers that collect, store 
and distribute information sent to them. 
The information is then forward on to the 
connected users (you) and displayed in a 
format you 
choose. 

It is possible 
to take an 
active part by 
reporting DX 
heard at your 
location but 
there is no 
requirement 
to do so, you 
may just 
monitor the 
activity.


I run GB7HTL Dxcluster is located in 
Hartland N.Devon.  Users may connect 
and monitor a list of live DX activity on all 
amateur bands, and, those so inclined, 
may send their own DX spots, station 
they hear. 


One of the easiest ways to view activity 
and get a feel for what the cluster is about 
is look at the cluster web page option. 
You may do this by opening your 
computers browser, IE, Edge, Firefox, 
Chrome etc and typing, or copy/paste the 
following http://www.g7vja.co.uk or 
gb7htl.packet-radio.com.  


Clicking either of two links at the bottom 
of the displayed web page will show you 
who is connected and the main Stats 
page.


Alternatively, to take full advantage of the 
power of a DXcluster you may use standalone 
software to connect. Examples include, 
RXclus, DXretrevier  Sally7 and Winpack. You 
may even find a cluster option in your logging 
software (eg Log4OM)


When accessing via this method the required 
address and port number are gb7htl.packet-
radio.com   Port 7300 or 9000 

or my static address 81.174.245.245 port 
7300 or 9000


To log into the cluster using 
stand alone software you 
will need to register. All I just 
require is your callsign. 
Once registered you will be 
able to filter the information 
presented and only display 
what interests you and in 
addition enable you to spot 
the DX you hear. 


As an example of filter 
commands. 


To only display SOTA spots, 
type in accepts/spot 0 SOTA


To add more filters p, just use the next 
number after the accept/spot (ie 1 POTA) then 
use 2, then 3 etc to remove the filters, type 
clear/spots all 

There are many types of filter that may be 
used. A little research may be required to find 
something that suits you and the way you 
operate. 


Sending a spot is as simple as 

just typing the format  dx frequency dxcall  
your message

ie:  dx 7150 g0hfn tnx Rob for qso (no dot 
used on the frequency) 


If you require any further help please email 
me. 


73 Ken. G7VJA 

http://www.g7vja.co.uk/
http://gb7htl.packet-radio.com/
http://gb7htl.packet-radio.com/
http://gb7htl.packet-radio.com/
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About

C ontributions for the next calendar should be in by end December 
2022. The plan is to keep this publication seasonal rather than have 
a monthly issue devoid of content. If there are any major changes to 

the club schedule between issues I’ll give Ken a single page to distribute 
detailing those changes. 


Content contained within these pages belongs to the Holsworthy Amateur 
Radio Club and should not be reproduced in full or in part without 
permission.


Enquiries about this calendar, it contents or the Holsworthy Amateur Radio 
club should be directed to the club Secretary Ken G7VJA. Contact details 
for Ken are on the club website. 


HARC http://www.m0omc.co.uk

http://www.m0omc.co.uk
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Visitors Map
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Members Ads 

WW2 Military signal generator. Possibly US 
airforce/Signal corp BC-221 series. Complete, 
aerial, charts etc. Mains powered. Heavy.  

Any offers considered  GØHFN@bosten.co.uk 

Icom SM8 desk mic. Dual switchable radio mic 
standard ICOM 8pin connectors. Adjustable 
levels for A+B channels. Never used for 
DX’ing. :-) 

Any offers considered  GØHFN@bosten.co.uk 
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