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This Month’s News: New Opportunities 

The October 8th 2021 meeting was held at The Dudley House at 19:00 and we had 20 in 

attendance with two visitors (George NJ2P and Geoffrey NC3FX, joined during the meeting). 

Jeremy KN6JMD reported that we had four on our Zoom broadcast (Stewart KG6BOV, Peter 

W6PJG, Keith W6KME and the mysterious “X”). Clem KM6OKZ spoke about nanoVNA and the 

physics behind it. Everyone enjoyed his knowledge and experience with this topic, as well as his 

skills in diagramming a Smith chart on the white board. Mark Vodon KI6PTE discussed the club’s 

first aid and safety needs and Mark Swaney, KD6ASL introduced the proposed amended bylaws 

to be reviewed and put to vote at our November meeting. 

The November 12th K6MEP club meeting is scheduled to be held at the Dudley House and our 

agenda is to hold nominations for our board as well as vote for the nominees. Additionally, we 

will vote for our recently presented amended bylaws. Denney N6HV will discuss "Sun and Ham 

Radio Propagation". We plan on discussing the location (La Dolce Vita has reserved the room 

for us) for our DecemberFest dinner. As always, visitors are welcome to attend! 
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Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
Why is our club affiliated with the ARRL and 
what does that mean to us as VCARC 
members? 
 
I’ve answered the first question in last 
month’s column and am addressing the 
remaining question (What does that mean 
to us as VCARC members and to our club) in 
this month’s Keyer (taken from the ARRL 
website). 
 
When our club was formed on May 5th 
1938, the members voted to form the club 
and affiliate it with the ARRL. That affiliation 
provides our members (and the club) with 
many advantages. 

Members receive: 

LEARNING 

Journals & Magazines - QST and On the Air 

Depending on your membership level and 
interest, you may choose to receive mailed 
print copies of our monthly Membership 
Journal, QST, or our new bimonthly 
magazine On the Air, aimed at getting new 
licensees active and more involved with 
Amateur Radio. Plus, all members receive 
digital access to all four ARRL magazines, 
including QEX, technical articles and 
projects, and the National Contest Journal, 
with the latest from competitive radio. 
(Continued on Next Page) 

The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, 
the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
as a means of providing club members the 
minutes from K6MEP’s monthly general 
membership meetings, the monthly board of 
directors’ meetings, a calendar of events and 
articles of interest about amateur radio. 
Layout and logos are the property of The 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, K6MEP.  

The stories printed in this journal remain the 
property of the writers, without whom we 
would not have a publication.  

Permission to reprint articles should be 
obtained from the authors. Articles and 
photos from the ARRL are reproduced with 
permission. Material submitted for inclusion 
is encouraged.  

Submit material by email to 
KM6RSS@gmail.com. Our club mailing 
address is:  
K6MEP 
PO Box 2103 
Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings 
at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
(except December). Dues are $20 per year. 

  

Club Officers And Keyer Contributors 
President Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Vice-President Clem Alberts KM6OKZ       

Secretary Pedro Morillas K6MIL 

Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG     

Board Member Richard Abbey WB6AEW  

Board Member Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Board Member Mark Swaney KD6ASL 

Program Manager Open Please volunteer 

Equipment Mgr. Denney Pistole N6HV        

Refreshments Linda Shank  

Facilities Richard Abbey WB6AEW  

Keyer Editor Robert Shank KM6RSS   

Webmaster Robert Shank KM6RSS   

Domain Phil Cohen WA6BUZ   

Membership Open Please volunteer 

License Trustee Dave Schmidt AI6VX   

QSL Manager Ben Holmes K6QV        

Safety Officer Mark Vodon KI6PTE 

PIO/Trivia  Dana Wentling KG6WXE 

Columnist Reese West KQ6TT 

ACS/ARES Rob Hanson W6RH 

SB Section John Kitchens NS6X 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

The Learning Network - The webinar series feature presentations by members, for members, 
as part of ARRL’s Lifelong Learning initiative. Topics cover primary interest areas among radio 
amateurs including electronics and technology, personal communications and operating, and 
emergency communications and public service. 

Product Reviews - Before purchasing your next piece of equipment, see how it fared, in QST's 
Product Review. You have access to all QST Product Review columns from 1980 to the present. 

E-Newsletters    Stay up-to-date with what is going on in the Amateur Radio world – from 
weekly news and information emails to monthly contesting news and W1AW updates. 
Members can select from dozens of email communications to keep them up to date and 
informed. 

SERVICES 

Technical Information Service - Stuck on a project? Can't get your new radio on the air? As an 
ARRL member, get expert answers to your operating and technical questions via email or phone 
for free. 

License Modifications - FCC License renewal and modifications are processed for free by the 
VEC Department. 

Outgoing QSL Service - We ship QSL cards to QSL Bureaus throughout the world, providing you 
the convenience and savings of not having to address and mail each QSL card separately.   

ARRL E-Mail Forwarding Service - As a member, you will receive an @arrl.net email address. All 
emails to this address can be forwarded to any other email account that you specify. 

Awards - Get in on the fun with ARRL-sponsored contests and awards for members only! 

COMMUNITY 

Join ARRL's nearly 160,000 members and build your ham radio knowledge and network. You'll 
discover support, inspiration, and advice to elevate your Amateur Radio experience. 

Join One of Our 2,500+ Clubs - Your membership will take you further when you reach out 
locally and join a club in your area. Build local connections, share solutions and ideas, and enjoy 
activities with hams near you. 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Membership Directory - Build your connections! Access the online ARRL Membership Directory 
to find and network with other hams. 

Affiliate Partners - We offer member pricing on many ARRL publications and select products, as 
well as equipment and club liability insurance. 

ARRL Forums - This online conversation platform between ARRL members, allows discussions 
on a variety of topics including awards, contesting, technology, education, and Amateur Radio 
in the classroom. 

LEADERSHIP 

ARRL provides members with opportunities to develop skills and share their knowledge, from 
developing training webinars to volunteer examiners and leadership roles that serve the 
Amateur Radio community. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Become part of a select group of ARRL Volunteers serving your fellow Radio Amateurs and the 
public. 

Advocacy - Your membership supports the critical advocacy needed to preserve and protect the 
amateur frequencies. 

The Club receives: 

Mailing Lists- to reach out to area Hams interested in joining our club. 
 
Club Commission Program-ARRL Affiliated Clubs receive a commission for every new ARRL 
membership and renewal they submit to ARRL Headquarters. Clubs retain a portion of the dues 
for each regular membership submitted to ARRL Headquarters: Clubs retain $15 for each new 
membership or lapsed membership (of two years or more). A NEW MEMBER is defined as any 
individual who has never been a member of ARRL or any individual who has not retained a 
membership for two or more calendar years prior to the application submission. Clubs retain $2 
for each renewal. A RENEWING MEMBER can renew anytime, even before their current 
membership term expires. 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Club Liability Insurance Plan. This comprehensive general liability policy provides coverage for 
lawsuits resulting from bodily injury and property damage at Club-sponsored activities. This 
includes concession stands, dances, banquets, parties, auctions, raffles, picnics and meetings, 
to name just a few. Coverage would also apply for official Club participation, for instance 
participating in a community-sponsored event. Plus, in addition to the policy limits described 
below, this plan also pays the court and legal costs of defense for covered claims. The plan 
reimburses expenses for first aid to others at the time of an accident. And, an owner of a 
premises used or rented by the Club can also be named as an additional insured. The basic Club 
Liability Insurance policy provides up to $1,000,000 in coverage for each occurrence and up to 
$2,000,000 in aggregate coverage each year. 

Ham Radio Equipment Insurance Plan- No matter where you live, you could end up in the 
middle of a natural disaster. You may not be able to salvage what you had, but with the ARRL 
Ham Radio Equipment Insurance Plan you can get the help you need to get back on the air. 
Insurance is available to protect you from loss or damage to your amateur station, antennas 
and mobile equipment by lightning, theft, accident, fire, flood, tornado and other natural 
disasters. The ARRL Ham Radio Equipment Insurance Plan is available to all members of the 
American Radio Relay League who reside in the United States. Coverage is also available to 
ARRL affiliated clubs to protect the club's equipment - including club station and repeater 
equipment.  

Library Book Set- This book set includes popular ARRL publications, intended for clubs or 
individuals that wish to make a gift to a local library or school. Only complete sets of these 
publications are available at the special price of $200 per set. This is a great way to encourage 
youth to become amateur radio enthusiasts! 

ARRL e-Mail Forwarding Service- Email forwarding service is now available for ARRL affiliated 
clubs: Effective immediately, clubs affiliated with the ARRL can sign up for the League's new E-
Mail Forwarding Service. The forwarding--or alias--service is available at no additional charge 
for ARRL affiliated clubs. It will provide clubs with a uniform "call sign@arrl.net" e-mail address 
that remains the same even if the user changes e-mail service providers. Ours is 
K6MEP@arrl.net and forwards to Pedro K6MIL, our secretary. 

Annual Report-Every ARRL club is eligible to receive a complimentary copy of the League's 
Annual Report, which contains the business reports of the staff and Directors. 

Referrals of Prospective Radio Amateurs-League Headquarters, in addition to providing a basic 
package of information to a prospective ham, will refer prospects to our club for follow-up and 
recruitment. And our club will be listed in ARRL Web's club search database.  

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Club Gavel Competition- Only affiliated clubs are eligible for participation in the gavel 
competitions of the ARRL DX Contest, the ARRL November Sweepstakes, the ARRL VHF 
Sweepstakes and the 160- and 10-Meter Contests. 

50% Discount on Club Ads in QST- We may purchase advertising in QST at half of the going 
rate. 

Planning an ARRL Hamfest or Convention? - Most hamfests and conventions are club 
sponsored affairs. 

Special Service Clubs (CVARC is one) - In addition to the above, Special Service Clubs also 
receive the following additional benefits: SSCs get special recognition in QST as they renew or 
become SSCs. SSCs are also eligible to appoint local Awards Managers. 

Club Call Signs- ARRL provides club station license application and filing procedures. 

New Amateur Reports for Clubs- This link is restricted to Club Presidents, Club Contact and Club 
Newsletter Editor. It allows our club to reach out to new hams and hams who have upgraded 
their licenses. 

Tips for Preserving Your Club's History- Whether you club is fairly new to the Amateur Radio 
scene or if it has been around for decades, these tips will help you pass along your club record 
to future generations. 

I hope that the benefits that ARRL provides will encourage you to maintain your membership 
and if you haven’t joined yet, see Pedro or me for the application. 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

My safety share (from https://safestart.com/news/5-november-toolbox-topic-ideas/) for the 
month of November is “Food”. 
 
One of the first things you think about when you think about Thanksgiving is food—from turkey 
and all the fixings to pie; there usually isn’t a shortage of delicious food when celebrating the 
Thanksgiving holiday. But when it comes to food safety, your mind should also go to the 
possibility of food poisoning. Talking about food safety with family members can help everyone 
stay safe this holiday season. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that 
approximately 1 in 6 Americans (48 million people) get food poisoning each year, and half of 
these incidents occur around the holidays. There are a number of factors that can contribute to 
holiday foodborne illness, from rushing to prepare a meal for a large group to fatigue, which is 
almost always a factor around the holidays. Not to mention that some cooks may simply not be 
aware of the food preparation risk factors that can contribute to people becoming sick. 
Please be safe this holiday and throughout the year! 

 

73, Robert KM6RSS 
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Minutes of the October 3rd 2021 Board Meeting 
MEETING LOCATION:   Zoom  
 
OFFICER ATTENDEES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 19:00 
 

President Robert KM6RSS opened the meeting via Zoom at 7:00 PM.  There were 6 out 
of a possible 7 board members present.  Stewart Stone KG6BOV, Denney Pistole N6HV, 
and Burt Auerbach KA6BJA were present as guests. We urge all of our members to 
attend our board meetings as we want to be as inclusive as possible. 

Minutes: 
 We now have 52 paid-up members. 

  Board and general membership minutes from September meeting were 
accepted as published in the October Keyer. 

 Discussed the ARRL requirements to maintain affiliation status which requires 
the secretary to make an annual report that shows at least 51% of the voting 
membership holding an ARRL membership. 

 The secretary will contact each member to determine if they have an 
active membership in the ARRL and will update the membership roster 
with this information. 

Officer’s Report: 
Treasurer: The club’s savings, checking and petty cash account balances were presented 
to the board. 

Committee Reports: 
Member’s Health and Safety 

 President Robert asked the Board if anyone wanted to suggest any changes to 
the Health and Safety procedures for the October General Membership Meeting, 
being held at Dudley House, with Ventura County’s mask mandates still being in 
(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the October 3rd 2021 Board Meeting (Continued) 

 place. The board agreed that the same rules will apply and that refreshments will 
be available, similar to September’s in-person meeting. 

By Laws 

 Mark KD6ASL, Clem KM6OKZ and Pedro K6MIL, members of the bylaws review 
and proposal committee, had sent the board members their proposed bylaws to 
be read before the meeting. After some discussion about how the membership 
will be able to understand the proposed bylaws, Mark KD6ASL agreed to write a 
summary of the differences between the proposed bylaws to the existing 
bylaws, prior to the October 8th membership meeting. The summary, along with 
the proposed bylaws, will be reviewed and voted on to determine if they should 
be moved forward to the entire general membership for presentation at the 
October meeting. A formal vote on accepting the proposed bylaws is planned to 
be part of the November 12th meeting agenda, along with the annual 
nomination and election of officers and board members. 

 Burt KA6BJA, the previously named club election commissioner, had written the 
voting procedures for the summer election process. Based on the input from the 
board members, he has revised the procedures to fit both the annual elections 
as well as the bylaws revision. The Board will hold a Zoom meeting to review and 
approve his proposed election process prior to the October 8th meeting. 

 Burt emailed the updated procedures to Board members for their review prior to 
the October 8th membership meeting. 

 Secretary Pedro Morillas will email Zoom invitations to the Board prior to the 
October 8 meeting, to review the proposed bylaws and election procedures.  

Special Orders:  

 Inventory. 
o The Board voted to reimburse Denney N6HV, the club’s equipment 

manager, for his receipted expenses. 

Unfinished Business 
Accounting Process Discussion 

 Treasurer John W6JPG informed the Board that he reviewed the free offerings of 
a few software packages and determined that they do not have the capability to 
provide the Board with the budgeting information 

 President Robert offered to explore this matter and work with John to download 
the categories that the bank provides and assign the club’s transactions to the 
categories. Once this is done, John will report back to the board with the 
information. 

 President Robert also agreed to assist the treasurer with establishing the 
administrator documentation with Amazon so that the club can receive the 
donations from Amazon Smile that has accrued from members (and others) by 
(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the October 3rd 2021 Board Meeting (Continued) 

 selecting the Ventura Amateur Radio Club as the charity (one member has 
generated $116.70 in donations).  

Social Functions 

 The definition of sponsored versus non-sponsored club events were discussed as 
well as how they should be promoted and attended. The club has used the 
groups.io polls to determine how many members and their guests were planning 
on attending but found that not every member responded to the polls or 
attended functions that they said they would. More effort will be made to better 
promote club functions. 

New Business: 
Zoom at Dudley House 

 Issues of reliable wireless communications were discussed. T-Mobile was used to 
establish an internet link to Zoom the August membership meeting as well as the 
September meeting. Jeremy KN6JMD will be asked to try to improve the internet 
link for the October meeting. 

 The Board decided not to spend $70.00 per month for a Verizon hotspot 
account. 

Adjournment:  
 President Robert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, the motion was 

made, seconded, a vote was taken and it was unanimously accepted.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:17 PM. 
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Minutes of the October 8th 2021 Membership Meeting 
 

MEETING LOCATION:   Dudley House and Zoom  
 
OFFICER ATTENDEES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 19:30 

 President Robert KM6RSS opened the meeting at 7:30 PM. There were 6 out of a 
possible 7 board members present, 20 persons present, 18 members and 2 guests. 3 
members were present via Zoom. 

Minutes: 
 We now have 52 paid-up members. 

  Board and general membership minutes from September meeting were accepted as 
published in the October Keyer. 

 The Secretary announced elections for Officers and Board Members will take place 
during the November 12 meeting. 

 The Secretary announced voting for amendments to the by-laws will take place during 
the November 12 meeting.   

 Members were encouraged to consider running for any position they wish to hold. 

 Distributed copies of the proposed amendments to the Bylaws to the attendees. 

Officer’s Report: 
Treasurer: John provided the balances of the club’s accounts. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Elections 

 Burt KA6BJA, the club election commissioner, the updated election procedures 
for the November 12th elections. 

By Laws 

 Mark KD6ASL reviewed the Board reviewed amendments to the 2010 Bylaws 
with the membership.  Copies of the amended bylaws, as well as a summary of 
the proposed amendments, were distributed. 

(Continued on next page) 
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K6MEP September 10th, 2021 General Meeting Minutes (Continued) 

Inventory. 

 Denney announced sales of $255.00 were collected for donated equipment sold 
during the last TRW Swap meet. 

First Aid Items 

 Mark Vodon KI6PTE informed us of his research for a medical backpack.  He will 
make a proposal to the Board, prior to purchasing any of items. 

 Mark also informed the attendance of the various courses offered by The 
American Red Cross. 

Youth Programs 

 Tim Tenopir informed the members of his continued work with the Boy Scouts.  
More information will be provided as it becomes available. 

Technical Presentation. 
 Clem Alberts presented a succinct but thorough presentation on the theory of 

SWR, including the various instruments current available to amateur radio 
operators at reasonable prices. 

 After the question period was over, Clem received applause and was thanked by 
Robert for all of his hard work and preparation. Robert asked Clem to send a 
copy of the presentation to be placed on the club’s website. 

Adjournment  
 President Robert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, the motion was 

made, seconded, a vote was taken and it was unanimously accepted.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 21:19 (9:19 PM). 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update 
Our 2021 Contest started on January 11 and will end on December 6th. Make sure to set your 
calendar alarms to remind you to check-in and join the Zoom get-together that follows. 
 
Our Net is held each Monday night at 20:00 hrs. local time (we won't hold the net on Christmas 
Eve/Day or New Year's Eve/Day if they fall on a Monday). We welcome all Ham operators so 
please check-in and join the roundtable discussion. The net is on Two Meters on the WD6EBY 
Repeater of Oxnard on 145.200 MHz with a negative offset and a PL of 127.3. Many thanks to 
PVARC and Paul WD6EBY for hosting our meeting on the repeater. We also have a Zoom 
meeting following the net at 20:30; see K6MEP.groups.io for details.  
 
The rules are as follows: The person who checks-in to the K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest 
must hold a valid Amateur Radio License. If a non-member wins, they will be given a two-year 
membership in the club. The awards consist of $100.00 for first place, $50.00 for second place 
and $25.00 for third place. In case of ties, the awards will be split equally among the members 
who qualify for the monetary award.  
 
To give those who are interested in the experience of being part of our Monday Night Net 
Contest as Control Operators, we’ve created a sign-up sheet so that all those who would like to 
get in front of their microphones and lead our nets have a chance. Many thanks to all of our 
members who have volunteered and provided our net control operations. There are still 
openings for net control operators, as shown in the table below:  
 

 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact me with the date you would like and I’ll 
update the list, which is saved to our K6MEP.groups.io website. 

As the net control operator for the October 18th Monday Night K6MEP Club Net, Burt KA6BJA 
tried an experiment.  (Continued on next page) 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update (Continued) 
Just prior to closing the net, as a test of our operational readiness, he asked all participants to 
switch to our backup frequency of 146.385 MHz.  This is the SMRA South Mountain repeater 
with a positive offset and a PL of 127.3. If the participants have the ARES 2 meter frequencies 
already programmed into their radios, this is the Area 7 repeater and should be Channel 7.  
Otherwise, the participants may wish to program their radios for this repeater prior to the Net.  
What he did was to run the list of check-ins and have each station respond so we got an idea of 
how effective and useful our backup frequency will be should we actually be required to use it. 
6 of the 11 participants responded to Burt’s request to respond on the back-up frequency. 
 
As of October 25th, we’ve held 42 nets and had a total of 734 check-ins including 124 visitor 
check-ins and an average of 17.48 per Monday night. 3 members have checked in every 
Monday night for 42 Monday nights in a row. They are Dave AI6VX, Robert KM6RSS and Denney 
N6HV. Rod KA6GSU and Clem KM6OKZ have 41 check-ins. Jeremy KN6JMD has 40. On the next 
page is the Monday Night Net Contest Totals to Date. Our groups.io has all of the documents in 
the files folder. (Continued on next page) 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update (Continued) 
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Thoughts from the West - Reese West KQ6TT 
INDUCTORS AND RESONANCE 

Inductors are more complicated than capacitors.  If you push a current into a capacitor, it develops a voltage, 
positive or negative as the case may be.  You can push a current in the opposite direction and reduce the 
voltage and even charge it in the reverse direction.  An inductor has a totally different performance.  The 
voltage across it is a function of its inductive value and the rate of change of the current being forced through 
it.  Ignoring losses, a steady current causes no voltage drop.  Changing the amount of current causes a change 
in voltage across the inductor. 
 
Let's take a look at an inductor with no current through it and apply a sine wave of current to it.  The sign 
wave starts a zero, goes to a positive maximum, reverses direction back to zero and repeats in a negative 
direction.  At time zero of the wave it has its maximum slope, or rate of change.  This causes the highest 
voltage on the inductor.  The slope of the sine decreases to zero at its maximum.  At that point the voltage 
across the inductor is zero.  The sine wave drops to zero where there is again a maximum negative slope.  
That creates maximum voltages in the opposite direction.  The voltage on the coil changed direction.  It 
reversed.  In the first part of the sine wave, energy was put into the inductor.  When its voltage reversed, it 
became a source of power, and returned stored energy to the circuit. 
 
With a sine wave of current through the inductor, we get a sine wave of power into and back from the 
inductor with a useful change of direction of the voltage across the inductor changing from a energy sink to 
an energy source and back again. Now go back to the start of the current sine wave.  It is going through ninety 
degrees to a maximum. The coil voltage is going from a maximum to zero. The inductor voltage is ninety 
degrees ahead of the current. 
 
Now, consider a capacitor, and apply the same sine wave of current. The first 180 degrees of the current is all 
in one direction.  The capacitor charges in one direction through the 180 degrees.  It reaches is maximum 

voltage when the current reaches zero again.  It 
reaches a maximum voltage ninety degrees after the 
current reached its maximum.  Its voltage lags the 
current by ninety degrees.  There is no change in 
polarity if it is used as a power source. 
 
Now let us connect the inductor and the capacitor in 
parallel and give them some power at their resonant 
frequency.  Energy can circulate back and forth 
between the capacitor and the inductor, with inductor 
changing polarity back and forth through a cycle as it 
changes from sink to source twice each cycle. 
 
As a power source, the inductor can create very high 
voltages if the magnitude of the current change if very 
high.  Just opening the circuit with some kind of a 
switch opening can even create enough voltage to 
cause sparking or arcing.  This method was used to 
create high voltages for spark plugs in gasoline engines.     

 
Reese West   KQ6TT 
October 17 2021 
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Selected November Contests & Special Events  
Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information. 
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Contest Corral 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation Sites  
(Virtual only; physical classes are unavailable this month within 100 miles of Ventura) 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test 
(Within 100 miles) Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team that the 
exam session is being held. 
GLAARG is offering remote testing; see 
https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for 
details 
 
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
 
11/13/2021 
Sponsor: Santa Barbara ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: Tom Saunders 
(805) 452-0840 
Email: tsaund@cox.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Impulse Communications 
6144 Calle Real 
*Pre-registration preferred* 
Register on team website 
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
Website: www.sbarc.org/ve-exam-registration/ 
 
Valencia CA 91355-2008 
 
11/20/2021 
Sponsor: Santa Clarita ARC 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Ronald B. Klein 
(661) 259-0948 
Email: testing@w6jw.org 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: United Methodist Church of Valencia 
25718 McBean Pkwy Rm B 
Valencia CA 91355-2008 

 
Calabasas CA 91302 
11/21/2021 
Sponsor: Goodkin Family 
Time: 9:30 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Norm Goodkin 

(818) 613-2257 
Email: hamclass@goodkin.net 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: On-Line 
ONLINE ONLY - visit website to register 
Calabasas CA 91302 
Website: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/glaar
g/wb6ohw 

 
Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 
12/11/2021 
Sponsor: The PAPA system 
Time: 7:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Norm Goodkin 
(818) 222-7893 
Email: hamclass@goodkin.net 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: Fromin's Deli and Rest 
1832 Wilshire Blvd 
# Http //Papasys Org 
Pre-registration required 
Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 

 
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-6861 
12/12/21 
Sponsor: CVARC 

Time: 8:30 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or 

Call ahead) 
Contact: Andy Ludlum 
818-370-3402 

Email: agludlum@gmail.com 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: County Sheriff's E County Station, 

Community Room 

2101 E Olsen Rd between Hwy 23 & Reagan 
Library 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-6861 

Website:  CVARC.org 
 

11/21/2021 
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On Exam Day Bring the Following Items: 
1.  One legal photo ID (identification): 
           a. State Driver’s License,  b. Government issued Passport,  c. Military or Law Enforcement Officer 

Photo ID card, d. Student School Photo ID card, e. State Photo ID card. 
2.  If no photo ID is available, two forms of identification: 
           a. Non-photo State ID card (some states still have them), b. Birth certificate (must have the 

appropriate seal), c. Social security card, d. Employer's wage statement or Minor's work permit, 
e. School ID card, f. School or Public Library card, g. Utility bill, bank statement or other business 
correspondence that specifically names the person; or a postmarked envelope addressed to the 
person at his or her current mailing address as it appears on the Form 605. 

      3.  Students/minors without a photo ID need to bring only one of the above items if a legal guardian 
presents their photo ID; otherwise two non-photo IDs are required. Minor children (under the 
age of 18) may be accompanied in the room by an adult during the test. 

      4.  FCC Registration Number (FRN):  VECs are required by the FCC to submit your FRN with your 
license application form. New license applicants must create an FCC user account and register 
their Social Security Number (SSN) in the FCC Commission Registration System (CORES) before 
attending exam sessions. Registrants will be assigned an FRN which will be used in all license 
transactions with the FCC. For instructions on how to register your SSN and receive an FRN from 
the FCC, visit the FCC's Registration page and the FCC's Registration instructions page. Per FCC 
rules, a valid email address is also mandatory on the application form. 

      5.  If applicable, bring a printed copy of your Amateur Radio license. Acceptable copies or printouts 
of licenses are available from the following sources: the official license or reference license 
printed from the FCC website or license data printed from the ARRL website or QRZ website. The 
original(s) and photocopy(s) of any Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) 
you may hold from previous exam sessions. If your license has already been issued by the FCC, 
the CSCE showing license credit is not needed. The candidate is required to show proof of the 
current license to the team but the team is no longer required to submit the proof to the VEC. 
Expired license proof must be submitted to the team and to the VEC for processing to FCC. 
These photocopies will not be returned. Instructions on how to obtain an official FCC license 
copy are on our Obtain License Copy web page. 

      6.  Two number two pencils with erasers and a pen for in-person sessions.  
      7.  A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. You may not bring any 

written notes or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic tables are 
acceptable, as long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be silenced or turned 
off during the exam session and the phones' calculator function may not be used. In addition, 
iPhones, iPads, Androids, smartphones, Blackberry devices and all similar electronic devices with 
a calculator capability, may NOT be used. 

      8.  Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL VEC’s 
current exam fees. The FCC hasn’t started to accept the $35 fee, which will be paid directly to the FCC. 
      9.  Be aware that some information about you will be made publicly available on the FCC's website.  
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Trivia for November 2021 
1.   A goldfish has 1 second longer attention 
span than a human being. 
2.   In the state of Florida, the highest point 
is only 341 feet above sea level. 
3.   The term Paddy Wagon came from early 
America, when police would take away the 
Irish citizens after committing crimes. 
Happy Thanksgiving 
Dana KG6WXE 

Calendar November 2021 
The calendar will be discontinued starting 
with December’s edition as it is available 
and updated on K6MEP.org 
(https://www.qsl.net/k6mep/events.html)  
1: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting; 
ACS/ARES District Meeting 

2: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

6: CVARC Radio School 
7: K6MEP Board Meeting; 

Newbie Net 
8: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting, please 
volunteer for NC 

9: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

11: Winlink Thursday 
12: K6MEP Monthly Club 
Meeting and Presentation 
“The Sun and Ham Radio 
Propagation” by Denney 
N6HV 
13: Ride for the Red; CVARC 

Radio School  
14: Newbie Net  

15: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
and Zoom Meeting, please 
volunteer for NC 

16: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

20:CVARC Radio School 
21:Newbie Net 
22: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting, please 
volunteer for NC 

23: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

25: Thanksgiving 
27: CVARC Radio School 
28:Newbie Net  
29:K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting, please 
volunteer for NC 

30:ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

The Bored Net announcement will be 
discontinued starting with December’s 
edition as it is available and updated on 
http://www.cvarc.org/event/bored-net-on-
bozo/2021-10-02/   
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 
QST- QST- QST. This is ________(Name)____________(Call Sign), with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the immediate 
use of this frequency, please come now. 
 
Hearing none, the following is a QST.  This is _______(Name) __________ (Call Sign), tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s net, 
anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and we will 
respond appropriately. 
 
This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call sign for 
VCARC. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 local time on the WD6EBY linked repeater 
system. 
 
The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If the 
repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a positive 
offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 
All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements.  
A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. We will have a 
Zoom meeting following the net. 
 
K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:30 hours on the second Friday of each 
month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The club meeting will also be on Zoom. 
Our next meeting will be on Friday ______________ (insert date). We urge any non-members interested 
in the VCARC to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-members interested in amateur radio are welcome 
to attend our meetings. 
When you check-in, please give your call sign (phonetically), name and if you are a VCARC member. If 
you are not a member of the club, please include your QTH or location. 
Please check in now. 
 
(Check-ins completed): Hearing no other check-ins, we will now begin with our Roundtable ******** 
 
Any last comments? ******** Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? 
Please check-in now. 
 
Hearing no new check-ins does anyone have anything else they would like to add to tonight’s net? 
Hearing none; 
(Closing): This concludes the VCARC weekly net at _____hours. Thank you for your interest and 
participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 
73, this is _______(Name) __________ call sign), tonight’s VCARC net control, signing off and returning 
the repeater to its normal use. 
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar 
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Emergency and Volunteer Training 
This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as it is available on the internet 
at http://arcventura.org/ and most in-person classes have been discontinued due to health 
laws. 
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FEMA Courses (https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx) 
This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as it is available on the internet. 
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ACS/ARES Frequency Updates  
This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as Andy K6AGL maintains an 

up-to-date list (https://www.vccomm.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ACS-Frequency-List-

2020-10-03.pdf)). The VC area emergency coordinators list can be found at 
https://www.vccomm.org/organization-contact-list/. 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH 
(This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as the Ventura County 
ACS/ARES has a newsgroup: main+subscribe@vc-acs.groups.io. You can click on the link and 
request access. Your request will be reviewed and approved by a moderator) 
 

Rob Hanson W6RH Ventura County ACS Radio Officer, Ventura County ARES 
District Emergency Coordinator.  
 
The organization’s website is https://www.vccomm.org/ and there is a calendar link to view the 
upcoming activities and events (such as Ride for the Red). The frequency list can be found at 
https://www.vccomm.org/frequencies/ Packet frequencies are listed at 
https://www.vccomm.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Ventura-County-Packet-2020-08-
28.pdf .Frequency Lists Formatted for Radio Programming Software are here: 
https://www.vccomm.org/frequency-lists-formatted-for-radio-programming-software/  

 
Ham radio operators make a difference in disaster 
TV station KTUL reports many in Louisiana are still without power and cell service following 
Hurricane Ida but one form of communication that's been helping folks for decades, ham radio, 
is still able to make those vital calls. 
 
Ham radio isn't reliant on WiFi or cell service; just devoted operators. 
Paul Teel WB5ANX, an emergency coordinator for Tulsa County and part of the Tulsa Amateur 
Radio Club, said when he checked more than half the state of Louisiana was without cell signal. 
 
Thankfully, by the next day, around 80 percent had signal, but it's a tricky situation without 
power to charge those critical devices. "When somebody hears, 'Hey, they're ok and they made 
it through the storm,' it's a sense of relief and it's great that we're able to participate in that," 
Teel said. 
Teel's job is to work with local agencies such as the Tulsa Emergency Management Agency to 
get messages in and out between responders. 
"TEMA would be likely to lead agency if there's a county-wide disaster and we're going to take 
our instructions from TEMA," Teel said. "It's really important to note that we do not deploy on 
our own, we only deploy when requested." 
Watch a video of the TV news item and read the full story at 
https://ktul.com/news/local/local-ham-radio-operators-make-a-difference-in-disaster-ready-if-
called-for-ida 
 

This is a good report on the ACS program run by the City of Los Angeles. 

Click the link to view the excellent video. 

(Continued on next page) 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH (Continued) 

Amateur ham radio operators help LAFD keep residents safe during emergencies Spectrum 
News 1 (California)  

Preparing for the worst and hoping it never happens — that's the order of the day for Michael 
Schlenker, who is perched atop San Vicente Mountain Park on a Saturday morning. He is a 
volunteer with the Los Angeles Fire Department Auxiliary Communications Service, which is 
comprised of more than 100 amateur ham radio operators spread across four bureaus.  

When all else fails during a disaster, they jump into action.  

 

What You Need To Know 

·         The LA Fire Department Auxiliary Communications Service is comprised of more 
than 100 amateur ham radio operators spread across four bureaus 

·         Amateur ham radio operators provide backup communications during emergencies 

·         Michael Schlenker, the West Bureau Communications Unit leader for the volunteer 
group, conducts quarterly drills such as relaying fire and medical calls 

·         Valley Bureau Communications Unit Leader Bill Coss has volunteered for almost 20 
years and loves doing the work to support the community 

 

"Cell phone towers will go down, the power will go out and your cell phones will be 
rendered obsolete for communication," Schlenker said. "If you have a ham radio, yo u're 
able to reach out to those in your neighborhood or community."   
That is exactly why the group is so valuable to the LAFD for backup communications. On 
this day, he led a three-hour drill across the Southland, relaying fire and medical calls, 
just as they would during a disaster. 
Schlenker got his operator's license seven years ago, but his passion for radio goes way 
back.  
"My grandfather had a police and fire scanner and so as a kid, we'd sit and listen to all 
the calls that go out. It was just fascinating to hear that," he said. 
LAFD Capt. Michael Horst said the volunteers are crucial, especially while California 
deals with another devastating fire season. More than 1.8 million acres have already 
burned this year, and officials warn the state is on track to surpass last year's record of 
more than four million acres burned. (Continued on next page) 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH (Continued) 
 
"The fires are burning longer and hotter because [of] the drought here in California, 
where it's challenging the fire department resources as well as the critical 
infrastructure, our cell phone and radio networks," he said.  
At the main dispatch center where the fire department takes hundreds of 911 calls 
every day, Horst said ham radio operators can relay crucial messages if a radio site 
burns down in the field or if there are prolonged power outages from utilities to reduce 
the risk of wildfires.  
"They can actually sit down at a console. Our dispatchers can send them  messages, try 
to request updates," he said. 
Out in the field, ham radio operator Bill Coss has spent almost 20 years volunteering 
with the fire department's auxiliary communications service. For him, it's about helping 
out fellow residents during an emergency.  
"Trying to be prepared for any type of situation that might arise, typically it's an 
earthquake and trying to support the community," he said.  
Schlenker and other operators jumped into action during the 2017 Skirball Fire, which 
impacted his neighborhood in the Santa Monica Mountains, helping residents evacuate 
and get to safety. 
"To be sitting at home watching the aerial shots on TV and then looking out the window 
and seeing it for real, just the anxiety; your adrenaline level really increase," he said. 
"Luckily where I live, the fire was blowing in a different direction and away from us, so 
we knew we were not in the threat of the fire path." 

 

73, Rob W6RH 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club November, 2021 Year 85 
Issue 11 

Page 32 of 51 
K6MEP Keyer November 2021 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

ARES 
This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as ARRL has an ARES page: 
http://www.arrl.org/ares. 
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Local Area Radio Weekly Nets 
 (This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as CVARC maintains the list) 
http://www.cvarc.org/local-nets/ 

Monday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

 

Auxiliary Bored Meeting: MTWThF at 09:00 and on Saturday at 21:00 Hrs 

: Bozo Repeater Frequency: 147.885 MHz Offset: -PL: 127.3 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Santa Barbara South County ARES net 19:30 Hrs on 146.79 MHz (-) PL 

131.8. 

Southwest ACS Nets Every Monday at 18:30 Hrs, on a local station on the 

Cactus Intertye Network. Check-in by roll call. 4th Monday “grid test” 

20:30 Hrs. 

LA DCS-22 Net – 19:30 Hrs - K6DCS - 147.225 MHz (+) then on 7.2353 MHz 

LSB 

K6MEP Net -20:00 Hrs 145.200 MHz (-) 127.3 PL 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net) at 20:00 Hrs Primary frequency 

- 3992 kHz, Backup frequency - 3960 kHz. All free to listen, check-in by 

membership only. 

LA Section ARES Net - HF Every Monday following the VHF/UHF net 

(21:30 Hrs) 1st. 3rd and 4th Monday - 75 meters 3.995 MHz (± 45 kHz) / 

2nd Monday -10 meters 28.495 MHz 

 

Tuesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Ventura County ARES-ACS 6 Meter Net - between 18:45 Hrs to 19:00 Hrs 

K6SMR 52.980 MHz (-) PL 82.5 SMRA Red Mt 

Ventura County ARES-ACS Simplex Net - 18:30 Hrs on 147.510 MHz Simplex 

ORT schedule only! 

Ventura County ARES-ACS HF Net - between 18:30 Hrs to 19:00 Hrs 75M on 

3.987 MHz LSB +/- 

Ventura County ARES/ACS Nets between 19:00 and 20:00 Hrs. The County-wide 

net starts at 19:30 Hrs and normally finishes by 20:00 Hrs on WD6EBY 

145.200 MHz (-) /127.3 PL 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) / 131.8 

Hz PL 19:30-20:00 Hrs 

West SB ARES HF Net (1" Tuesday, Monthly) 3822 kHz LSB 20:30 Hrs 

6-Meter Roundtable - 50.125 MHz USB First Tuesday of each month 20:00 
Hrs 

ATV Net 20:30 Hrs  148.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL RITZ repeater 

SBARC Digital Communications Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 

MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PI 8:00 - 10:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net 10:00 Hours, Primary frequency 7192 
kHz, Backup frequency - 7230 kHz All free to listen, check-in by 
membership only.  

SMRA Tech Net 146.880 MHz (-) / 127.3 PL (SMRA Red Mt) 20:00 Hrs 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL K872 20:00 Hrs 

Teamtalk Voice Net.20:00 Hrs k6pvr-svr.local.mesh server 

http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 

 

Thursday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

So Cal 6 meter net. 51.940 MHz - pl 82.5. 19:00-20:00 Hrs 

Southern Calif 6M SSB Technical Roundtable Net 20:00 Hrs on 50.2 MHz USB SSB 

SBARC / K6TZ Technical Mentoring Net 20:00-21:00 Hrs 146.790 MHz (-) / 

131.8 Hz PL and 224.08 MHz (-) 131.8 PL (linked) 

 

Friday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

 

Saturday 

Military Radio Collector Net 18:00 Hrs 3985 kHz AM 

vavw.mrcuwestord/mrca-radio-nets/ 

 

Sunday 

ARRL Southwestern Division Net 08:00 Hrs 3965 MHz.  ARRL Officers check in 

first.  All visitors welcome at end of that net 

Newbie Net 19:00-19:30 Hrs Bozo Repeater 147.885 MHz (-) PL127.3 

Rabbit Net 19:00 Hrs Linked Rabbit repeater. 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
http://www.cvarc.org/local-nets/
http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club November, 2021 Year 85 
Issue 11 

Page 34 of 51 
K6MEP Keyer November 2021 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

ARRL Santa Barbara Section John Kitchens NS6X  
(This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as the ARRL Southwestern Division 
Santa Barbara Section has its own website (http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/santa-barbara) 
Volunteers, 
Firstly, thank you for allowing me to serve as the Section Manager for another two years - no one 
opposed me in the election, so I was automatically appointed. If anyone wants to be the next Section 
Manager, think about it, and get the nomination form completed. It will be due in ARRL Headquarters by 
September, 2023. 
Secondly, we still need a few people to volunteer to help grow amateur radio. Volunteers get a cool 
ARRL badge. We could use volunteers for: Assistant Section Manager from San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara Counties 
Section Traffic Manager (to work with other traffic managing groups and other Sections) 
Section Youth Coordinator 
Section Club Coordinator 
Additional Technical Specialists and a Technical Coordinator 
Each club should have a public information officer or coordinator. 
 
There are only 8 active affiliated clubs in the Section, or clubs that let me know that they are active. The 
clubs are: 
Estero club 
Paso Robles ARC 
Santa Barbara ARC 
Cal Poly ARC 
Ventura County ARC 
Simi Settlers ARC 
Ventura County ARS 
Conejo Valley ARC 
 
UCSB has a club, but I do not hear anything about happenings at the school. There are other affiliated 
clubs in the Section, but I have not had responses from them when I sent emails. The League is updating 
our affiliated club lists, so if you are not one of the above clubs, let me know. If you want your club to be 
either affiliated, or to be "recognized" as a club, please send a note to me to let me know you exist, or 
want to remain affiliated.  
 
There is a lot going on at ARRL Headquarters to improve communications to all hams, not just members. 
Many new programs, specifically directed at clubs, are to be released in the next few weeks. New stuff is 
coming. 
So send an email to me at NS6X@ARRL.org. Let me know what you think, what you want to see from 
ARRL, what you want us/me to know and definitely if you want to be a part of making ham radio better. 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section (Continued) 

I have been trying to fill Section volunteer positions for a while. I am giving another push. I am pleased 
to let you know that our Section Emergency Coordinator is Richard Tate, KQ6NO from Santa Paula. 
(Congratulations and thanks to Rick for taking on this position in addition to his ACS/ARES assignment as 
Assistant ACS Radio Officer/ARES Assistant DEC. 
Richard will be contacting you to see how each county operates emergency communications, and to see 
how the ARES SEC role will be able to assist and coordinate between the 3 counties in the Section. I have 
been the SEC for about 3 years. I should not be both the Section Manager and SEC. We need to have 
more focus on each position.  
I am looking forward to spending more time on being SM. One of the tasks that I have passed off to Rick, 
among others, is the EmComm and volunteer hours reporting to ARRL headquarters. 
 
Additionally, Andy Ludlum, K6AGL, member of the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, has been 
appointed as the first Assistant Section Manager in the Santa Barbara Section. The SM position will be a 
club liaison for me, the Section Manager, to have a person in the know hopefully at each club. I really 
have little to no secret ARRL information, but when I am aware of issues, successes, opportunities, we 
can work together to accomplish our goals. 
 
There are many volunteer positions to fill in the Section. The one that I am focusing on right now is the 
Section Traffic Manager. The STM will manage the Section's involvement in the National Traffic System. 
We need to work on and develop the NTS in the Section. There is quite a bit of work to do, but there are 
several dedicated volunteers in the Section, working within the NTS, who will make the system work. 
 
Let me know if you would like to volunteer for the STM position, or any volunteer position. I'll be talking 
about specific positions in the coming months.  

 

Santa Barbara Section Volunteers 
 
Right now, we have 2 Section email systems. That is partly why we need volunteers to help rectify 
(electrical term) this issue. To make sure that everyone is getting the information, I will be sending 
emails through both systems. This email is for hams registered at the ARRL website as being in the Santa 
Barbara Section. 
 
So, what do you get for being a volunteer? A special name/callsign badge and a certificate. And the 
satisfaction of helping ham radio in many aspects. I am still looking for volunteers to fill the remaining 
Section Leadership positions. The jobs are:  

Assistant Section Manager (essentially a club liaison - one from each club, preferably) 
Local Government Liaison (a person to be the contact for the local government, could be a city or 
county - to understand the local issues. Not to be a political operative or community organizer, but to be 
a positive contact for the local government, answer the government leader’s questions, be aware of 
whom the players are) (Continued on next page) 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section (Continued) 

Traffic manager - (the traffic system in the Section runs well, but needs a bit of coordination throughout 
the Section, and most importantly, finding new bodies to join the traffic system. Maybe the various 
Morse groups could provide people to be trained as traffic messengers). 
Public Information Coordinators - (We have an excellent PIO, but each club should have someone who 
handles public information contacts, such as social media, print media, video (television, cable, YouTube 
etc.) media and more.) 
Section Youth Coordinator (Doesn't need to be a teenager, but it could be. Someone who will focus 
ham radio toward the youth - schools, makers etc. Someone to help clubs do so, if they are so inclined.) 
Club Coordinator (help get clubs active, motivated and working in the general support for ham radio. 
Some other type of groups will bring in a speaker to talk at all clubs for a reduced cost.  
We would like to have a Santa Barbara Section conference again. Need someone to help make it happen 
- just a small conference/Hamfest - look at the Yuma Arizona Hamfest.  
Technical Specialist (working with the Technical Coordinator, maybe have experts "Elmers" for various 
aspects and specialties. How to get on FT8 (why won't my computer key my KX3; I can  
decode signals, just not key the radio), contesting, setting up a station, RFI solutions, use of chokes and 
why, homebrewing, how to solder - or crimping - how to install a coax connector, what is DMR/etc. and 
how to make my radio work - what is a hotspot, and more. We could use a dozen or more people. 
Webmaster (I am not a web guy. Who is, or what groups of people are, who could help us? We need a 
Section website) 
Special Event coordinator (We have a small Section budget that can cover some costs such as website 
hosting). The following clubs are ARRL affiliated: 
Conejo Valley ARC (Andy Ludlum, K6AGL Assistant Section Manager) 
Ventura County ARC (K6MEP) 
Ventura County ARS 
Simi Settlers ARC 
Santa Barbara ARC 
UC Santa Barbara ARC 
Paso Robles ARC 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo ARC 
Satellite ARC 
And hopefully Pleasant Valley ARC soon.  
 

There are more groups and clubs, which should not be ignored, but these are the 
"affiliated" clubs. The Section includes the counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and 
Ventura. More schools, middle, high, community college and college/university should 
have a radio club. 
 
Let me know if you would like to help, or get more information. Get one of those pretty, 
special color ARRL badges. No membership is required.  

SB QST @ ARL $ARLB016 
John Kitchens, NS6X 

PO Box 178 
Somis, CA  93066 
805.216.2569 NS6X@ARRL.org 
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Meeting Location Maps (This page will be discontinued starting with December’s edition as 

(https://www.qsl.net/k6mep/events.html has the maps) 
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K6MEP Membership Application/Renewal. (This page will be discontinued starting with 

December’s edition as K6MEP.org has the application). 
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ARRL News  
(All photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources). 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

  
(Continued on next page)  
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Local News 
From: PETER HEINS [mailto:k1fjm@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 7:57 AM 
To: Vcars Members; cvarc@groups.io; arrlsb@mailman.qth.net Arrl 
Cc: Bill Graham; n6ze 
Subject: [ARRLSB] Bill Graham, KV6J (SK) 
 
I regret to inform the Thousand Oaks amateur radio community that Bill Graham, KV6J, Extra, 
formerly of Thousand Oaks, CA & most recently, a 20 year resident of Kona, HI made his final 
QSO & flight yesterday. 
 
He was a great friend of mine with our common airline careers, ham radio, & coffee drinking. 
 
RIP, Bill 
 
Bt73 
Pete,N6ZE 

  
Photo by Jake Weirick on Unsplash 
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