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;:'Ham 1 operators make air waves 
: »,. .IOllN EN!OL ............ ~ 
:: Men llwl • -wry "' 
·~«I uporiime by tito 
: Door County amauour rodio '°"""'"""' c-,.. G.i.t 
"""' Clayton C..-dy, ..... 

. honond ,_IJy by tho 
Quan. C..1ury wim.. 
'->dau<OI In Pan WMh
lncton. 

Oabst. •ho ,.,.;...i bit 
lh1t liconoe In 11123, •• r.'tod f0< 60 y-. of portid· 

:Jatlcin In tho hobby. Cardy 
:JOr50y...,.or_.u .... 
.. ,,_. ara only about 400 

Clayton Cardy 

&ITUIU\ln who ha•• 
on tho ait f0< 80 yeon 

endto oountry, al· 
- have boon 

" for lonaer lhan 60 

~'"The old·tlnwa don\ 
:Jk- the -- 'ham' ndio 

~ 
..... allhoulh i i -

pllll all m&nli!nd.' WlMll 
lhfnk of I ' ham,' ii Cll· 
lhe Id.. 1ha1 Y°" clon't 

U- YtrJ much about what 
you are douic, Uka a 'ham' 
IC!«. With tmalOUI radio, 
lherl la qulta a bot you haVI 
to kn ...... G.bo<t Mid. 

Amal4Ur radio......, of 
~way communicat"'" by 
9"1'11 or Ille ln1ema11oaal 
(in<OIToctly call«I Ille 
MO<M) code, by •oko. by 
teletype, and by telev!lion 

:11111n1 eloctronlc equl-t 
•Oirouah ,,,. ait wav .. Be-
•- of th• dan1tr ol in"'· 
lnnoo with vl"'1 c:ommor· 
~ and pomn*ll COIMIU· 
olcal!ono, -ton ... 
l<*IMd by tho f«lonl .... 
""'"""''· tho only hobby oo 
Wf\llat«I. 

Proffdency In tho cod• 
.aad knowlod1• of eloctrouic 
0thoory and prattle. ""' ,.. 
quired lo pw tho licmain1 
C!Ml. Ractio 1rn11taur1 oft.en 
Jiavo their own port.obit or 
molillo 1nwml11 .. and ,. 

,eol•en, with power aippli& 
Oftm tlwy have provided 
"1o only communicatiano 
.....,, tha _,..,m...... 

Gobm boc:ama in.-.1 
m amataur radio ohonly 
·aft<r rho foduaJ govtrnmont 
Hftod tho World Wu I ban 
., tho hobby, rlt<i~ hll 

·~. ~1.':~:1.·11~ 
dorit at 8tur1..., Boy Hilb 
ll<hool. At that um., !hero 
..... only about a.coo ndio 
.,..leW9 In tho coun1.,. 

Hia call '"'""" wn 
eitanpd to WllJM about 
um. 

Much of 01ben'o 01rly 
,IOIJlmunlcal!on equlpment 
wU honMt builL By lht 
19.Xll. _.,al m&nufacturm 
becan to build """" ndio 
.,,,.,..., ....... but 

George Gtbett 

a-,. built all o( hit "
rruttan hi-if up unbl 
World Wu II. He u-i oomo 
o( tho ftl'll rodlo tuboo IYtr 

built lO - IUa oquip
merit. 

Gabon ....U. a temblo 
ice atom in 1933 that art cir 
all lelophoot communl<:&Uoo 
from Door County, ond put 
the ti.cu.: pow.. !into out 
ol commimon. 

F'rom 7:30 Lm. until mid
niaht ha provided the only 
contact with GrNll Boy 
thn!u&h onolha amataur 
radio oper110t th.... . He di
rected npair oporationo 
from hla home 111 S1ur...., 
8oy, and ...Utod tho .... ._._yin lt!ldac 
vital m-thnJuch. 

" I n- rocojv«I a 'lhao
k-you' '"'"' tho lelophooe 
compony," Oobo.t rocaJla. 
'"Ibey IYtll llYI mo a bod 
time when, 1 few monthl 
111«, I wantod to put my 
telophono on lllnd·b7 whilo 
I went on vt<Otlon. But Ille 
<loctric company dld thank 
me.·· 

A radio l'Cllltact Gabon 
wiU nevs forpt ia one ui 
Man:h 193& ll1dldn'1 ltnow 
the ldmbty of Iha IUD ho 
Wkod to, only hi.t oalJ lotttn 
and ffrot nune. h tumod 
out, wh., ht rk'Olvod tho 
man 'a QS~ (otal!on r<port 
card,, lhal ht .... talldn1 lO 
the Archduke of Allltria, 
who • ,.,. •eeb laur ned 
Auotria whon tutl• took 

.... 
Radio lrDltaft trW'e: m'• 

cWod othlw air In 1941 with 
the bombin1 of Paori 
Harbor. Whan c-,. re
......i hia hobby la llMS, he 
i..an •oftin1 -ord ... 
oword si- by the Anmi· 
- Radio iw., Loaiuo. Ha 
inat&ll«I -built moliii. ndio __ , la bia .., 

and CCOIUICtad IY.-Y .Uta 
with II by 11161 

Wb. the owanl ......, 
llww wu a ootatlao that 
<loorc• ... tho lint -
ovw lo .....ive tho oword for 

:':u"JthaJ~ ~ 
P"· 

Cudy, wi.- call letters 
.,. WllOVO, p latcwted in 
""'"""" nMlio at Scurpoo 
Boy Hich School alao. By 
1941, he 11..i made b1.D'ldredo 
of radio c...tocto with por· 
1on1 In o11Mr ..... and 
oth• countri• But the war 
OWtod and lit •1' "I knew 
i t would bo quli. I W~ It 
1- t few 1llrl, bofono WI 
could Jo boclr on tho ait." 

But tho aponmce ud 
U-J.dp about oloetricity 
bolp«I Cordy to porudpou 
In th. .. ., oft'O<L 

"When the war ltUted in 
l!MI," Cardy recalla, " I ,.. 
ooivod a coll to 10 down to 
Madiaon to lffch <loc:tto
nlca. But !Ntoad, I 101 •job 
• an olortridan in tho lbip
yard in SturP'"' Boy, ao I 
mode my tu-lodp o( elec· 
tridty of-In !hot way:• 

AftM World War II, 
Conly ~ ... o( tha 
rounc1... or !ho a.de ... 
Emerpney Not, a poup of 
redlo 1111ttaun that ~ 
w.-y nl1ht on tho alt lo 
ttanmtlt ,,_,. from one 
plll of tho 11111 to anoth.,., 
1Dmetim• on an tmerpncy 
Ot priori l y baala. 

Both ,,.., conllnue to 
talk lO other ...... and 
oounlri-. but mud! of thSr 
ccmmurucauon ii done via 

tbo ..... "*"' l'M ._ ... 
... Iha ._. ct the local 
radio t11tlot1, WDOR. 
Spoaltlna tram lwld·hold 
"fiandi.: talldM,. their wordo 
art ,.,.;v.i b7 tho.._..,, 
which ~ t.holr 
- at much_ ... -· -n-·a no way," Cordy 
M.)1, "that fYC ao OllmlJ' 
aaack oould ..... all r..iio 
oommunlce~ la Doer 
Oounty. In - ct dimot«, 
wo .,. hook*! la with 1M 
-..ncy 1ovommeotay. 
.... Tho ,,_bon cl our 

club mi. Doer County Am· 
.,_ Radio Club) all ..... 
portable Ind molllle equip
,,..,, and t.holr own mtan· 
... Thore'• 00 • ., that 
av., "" U....U..1111t11Y could 
loc:ata all thla oonmnmica
tloa - and put it out ct 
...ica." 

,,_ two rodio 
amatolln who ....,. all tbo 
•ay tram tho Cl')'llal detec
tor lO tho ttatlliltor, tho ... 
...,.1oc1 cimllt and tho 
C0111pulOI, ""'tbluo to Joolt. 
for cow • ..,. '"' amataur 
radlo lO .... 1111nldad. 


