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~.LLOUEZ 

Couple pitches in for 
Y2K trouble-shooting 

A hu~bnnd·nn<l·wtre 1enm with 
ti vear:; of runat<>ur rodlo .a:pen 
ence IJ<>l"t'<'ll lhem wrre lln!parOO 
Fridn\ nighl 1n help ltl'I Allouez 
through any Y2K pmhl<>m~ 

'l'he \illag<> 1hdn· 1 hove 11ny prob-
11.>m~. but the Publir S:\fety Direc· 
1or said hr npprocfotNl the pres· 
ence of Mail<>llnP nnct Ot•nnts O'· 
C•mnor 

"It'~ l'IN'n nk1' 111 haw them here. 
but I hnvP 1>v<>ry confldt'llce !hat 
"e·re nm going to hnn.• n problem •· 

The O'Connor's 1\1'1" happy to be 
availnblr 

"Tht>y O~'lll"t'd they wuld U.<;(' our 
help ... -:11<1 Denm~ o·connor"lf 
Lhert' \\f>rt• nny problems. we'd be 
the backup communfca1ions. · 

Th01t bat•kup communication 
came in thP form Of 0 20-watl ham 
radio u·anscetvt'r th•ll boasted o 50-
mile runi;e. 

"We coulct t11Jk lo Suring for ex· 
amplro or n lfulc bit qomh of Mnni· 
IO\\'l>C," l)t•nnfq O'Connor said. 

Half nn hour before the slroke or 
midnight. th!' 111111osphere at the 
AUourz Fil'f' Ot>pnrtment was re· 
!axed and Jovbl 

"l 1hmk Im ~lowly but ~urel) 
losing my cn>11 to n.ip-:" Melchior 
JOkt'd I'll bt• llfllle by one o clock 
becau~P nolhlng's ¥Omg lo hap
pen." 

"But if It did happtm, we were 
here," Madeline O'Connor said. 
Melchior 11ns t·onllclent the vlllage 
could haw hnnclled any problems 
if they hod occurred. "Wf' would 
have tried tn cmnmumcale with 
people 10 smy calm " 

r\ont> 11' Ihm wn~ llect>SS.'\TY how· 
e11!1; as l'Vtdenced by Demus O'Con
nor's exclrunlltinn. Wt> mru1e It .. 

Fi•mf Cole 

/ 
Holly Bill " P1~'11·Ga1et1e 

Dennis and Madeline O'Connor test their ham radio system just before midnight New Year's Eve a1 the 
Allouez Fire Department. 


