


• All of the “visual aid” material in this 

presentation is extracted from web pages 

produced by the ARRL.



Presentation Objectives

• Explain what LoTW is.

• Who uses LoTW?

• How much does it cost?

• Why use it?

• How to get started.

• How to use it.

• My Results.



What is it?  

What is it not?







Who uses it?

• 27,799 individuals or organizations and 

me, W2OO

• Currently 230,878,741 QSO records are 

stored

• 42,276 unique call signs or QTH’s are 

represented

• 21,984,766 QSL’s have resulted.



How much does it cost?

• LoTW costs absolutely nothing unless an 

award application is submitted

• You DO NOT need to be a member of 

ARRL to use LoTW



Why use it?

• Individual amusement 

• Help your fellow ham

• Apply for DXCC, 5 Band DXCC, DX Honor 

Roll, DX Challenge and/or WAS awards

• Applications filed on line reduce turn 

around time and the “hassle factor”

• Application cost is approximately the same 

as a “paper” application 



Some tips

• Your mailing address registered with the FCC must be 
accurate!

• Getting Started and using LoTW will seem tedious at first

• You should be at least familiar with using a computer on 
the internet to start

• While manual entry of log data is possible it is 
impractical

• Use of computer logging software makes the task much 
easier. 

• Patience in the beginning is essential!!!

• Browse to http://www.arrl.org/lotw/









• In order for the LoTW to be as secure as currently 
feasible, a digitally signed certificate from the ARRL is 
required

• This certificate is similar to the certificate used by most 
software providers to verify their validity and integrity 
(windows tells you when there isn’t one)

• Obtaining this certificate requires verification of your 
license and identity through mail verification in the USA

• Downloading the LoTW software and requesting 
verification and a pass word is the first step

• Once you receive the verification postcard from ARRL 
you may log in and create the essential certificate, back 
it up on your computer and send it to ARRL for 
acceptance



• The certificate will include details of your call sign 
including beginning and ending validity dates if 
appropriate and location information.

• Eventually you will need to create different certificates for 
each call sign for which you want to upload logs

• For example, I have certificates for WN4ATJ, WA4ATJ, 
W2OO and W2OO/M.

• Some “ops” do not do this properly. Please don’t be one 
of “them”! 

• You may change your pass word anytime



















My TQSL list looks like this.

































This is what my station location list 

looks like















Tip for using LoTW

• Log in to your account using the following 

link with “your call” and “your password” 

included where indicated.   This page is 

where you will want to go to actually do 

something useful.
• https://p1k.arrl.org/lotwusers/qsos?/login=yourcall&password=yourpassword







Click on the Download Report and the 

screen below will appear.



Click on the new Download Report and 

another window will appear.







LoTW awards currently 

available
• DXCC

• DX Challenge

• WAS

• Triple Play-WAS by Phone, CW and 

Digital in a single year



LoTW Awards coming

• VUCC

• IOTA



My results so far

• First LoTW confirmed QSO – 1 September 

2001

• 27% of QSO’s confirmed by LoTW – all 

logs uploaded to LoTW

• 44% of QSO’s confirmed by paper QSL



Results by others 

• Others have received confirmation of more 

than 300 countries using LoTW

• Others have confirmed 9 band DXCC 

using LoTW



Observations

• Contesters are the biggest User’s of LoTW

• Digital mode operators are highest 

percentage Users

• VHF/UHF focused operators are lowest 

percentage Users

• Conversion of paper to computer logs is a 

pain in the _____!

• QSO’s achieved prior to 1995 are probably 

not worth submitting to LoTW 



Why Bother?

• Quick reinforcement

• If you chase rewards, you will save 

thousands of $’s!!!   Imagine what 9 band 

DXCC costs – 9 times 100 times $4!

• Even if you just respond to requests for 

QSL’s there is a significant cost and 

hassle factor.



What are you waiting for? Go home 

tonight and get started! 

• I will be happy to personally help any 

member of ETDXA, SMARC or Oak Ridge 

Amateur Radio club if you get “stuck” 

along the way.

• My preferred method is “on the air” so we 

can each be sitting in front of our own 

computer.


