	Eligibility to Join MARS 


The applicant must: 

· Be 18 years of age or older. 

· Be a United States citizen or resident alien. 

· Possess a valid amateur radio license issues by the Federal Communications 

· Commission. 

· Have digital capability, i.e., Packet, Amtor, Pactor, or G-TOR. 

· Possess a station capable of operating on MARS HF frequencies. 

MARS members must agree to operate in accordance with the rules and regulations governing MARS as follow: 

· A Minimum of 12 hours participation per calendar quarter with 6 hours in their primary HF assignment. 

	Typical MARS Frequencies 


MARS members stations meet periodically in scheduled networks on military frequencies outside of the amateur bands. There are various types of networks and each accomplishes a specific goal. For example, administrative networks to take care of much of the day-to-day management of the program; traffic networks which exist solely to pass third party traffic; and of course, emergency networks which are established to provide for communication needs during periods of emergency. There are also technical nets and training nets. MARS nets operate in different modes. Although high frequency (HF) single sideband (SSB) voice is predominant, there are RTTY, VHF, PACKET, other digital modes and even slow scan TV nets. You may not join or belong to more than one MARS service at the same time. 
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	MARS History


In November 1925, the Army Amateur Radio System (AARS) was formed by a few dedicated pioneers in the United States Army Signal Corps. This organization continued until the start of World War II when operations were suspended. Army amateur radio was authorized to resume operations in 1946 and the Army Amateur Radio System was reactivated and functioned as such until 1948 when the Army and Air Force established the Military Amateur Radio System, later renamed the Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS). In 1962, the Navy-Marine Corps MARS program was launched making MARS a joint service program.

[image: image2.png]



AFF4I
[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.jpg]




REGION 4 MARS


Region MARS Director

aff4c@hotmail.net
AFF4C – Lee Bahr

     Deputy Region MARS Director

     AFF4D – George Dykes
     K5gtd@cox.net
Region 4 MARS
http://www.afmars.org
Army MARS
http://www.txarmymars.org
NAVY/MARINE CORP MARS

http;//www.navymars.org
