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This page is part of the project "Understanding HF Propagation"
by Doron Tal, 4X4XM | Rate site

How many hams are there around the world?

Amateur radio operators, known as "hams," must obtain licenses by
passing exams on regulations, electronics, and operation. Over three
million licensed operators exist globally, primarily in the United States,
Japan, and parts of Europe and Asia. High percentages of licensed
operators are in Slovenia, Denmark, and Canada, while Yemen and
North Korea prohibit amateur radio. The number of licensed
operators fluctuates, with about 750,000 in the U.S., and tracking
active operators remains complex. Global counts (by IARU) ceased
in 2000, making recent figures based on national data, showing both
regional declines (Japan) and growth (China and the U.S.).

The embeded video below shows the changes between 2000 and
2022:

Amateur Radio Operator numbers (2000—2022)
courtesy of Ham Radio DX, Hayden, KD9SSB, VK7HH

This data has been collected from multiple data sources.
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Table 1: Licensed operators per country, originally based on
Wikipedia.
The numbers listed below were improved by independent research.

Licensed o
o of
Country amat_e ur country's Year of Source
radio population Report
operators
e% 738.668 0.222% 2025 [ARRL]
® | Japan 381,899 | 0.304% 2021 5]

B china ~240,000 |[0.017% 2024 7]
United
ngd(;“Te <86,000 0.122% 2025 UK
BI*0 canada | 70,198 0.187% 2018 X | 9]

B Taiwan ~70,000 0.291% 2025 Ost.
Germany_ 63,070 0.073% 2019 8 [§]
Spain | ~58700 | 0.127% 18999 B3| na
Thailand | ~54,000 0.081% 2025 E25

o
Kore% 42,632 0.082% 2012 [11]
Russia ~38.000 0.026% 2025 Rus.
Brazil 32 053 0.016% 18997 88 | na
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Turkey | ~32,000  |0.037% 2023 [12]
ltaly ~30,000 | 0.049% 18993 B2 | na
:I Indonesia 27,815 0.011% 18997 88 N/A
Ukraine | 17,265 0.037% 2000 R R | N/A
Argentina | 16,889 0.042% 1999 R | N/A
mmm Poland 15,805 0.041% 2024 [14]
India >22 000 0.001% 2025 Wiki
O Australia | 15,448 0.060% 2023 [15]
B eance ~13,500 0.019% 2022 [13]
Sweden || 12,790 0.113% 2023 [16]
0
. rlands 12,582 0.070% 2018 YR | [17]
Malaysia | 11,273 0.030% 2023 [6]
=== Denmark | 9,079 0.152% 2022 [18]
Austria 6,930 0.077% 2022 [19]
Norway | 6,818 0.125% 2022 [20]
Slovenia | ~6,500 0.317% 2000 IR | N/A
P=South  |-6000 | 0.012% 1994 X8 | N
Africa XA
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~6,000 0.120% 18994 B8 | na
lﬁ)_fi—i‘*‘ 5,332 0.050% 2023 [21]
Portugal 5,116 0.051% 2023 Ost.
== Finland ~5,000 0.090% 2016 TN | [22]
Serbia | 3,962 0.056% 2020 8 | [23]
Romania | 3,527 0.018% 2017 R | [24]
Hungary | 3234 0.033% 2023 [25]
B ireland 1,045 0.039% 2020 & E—%

= |srael ~1,800 0.018% 2025 Ost.
Slovakia | 1,745 0.032% 2023 28]
Estonia | ~700 0.052% 2020 ¥ | Ost.
““ singapore | ~190 0.003% 2026 Ost.

Many websites display out-of-date information about valid license
holders, some dating back more than 25 years. For example, in
Japan, licenses are awarded for life, resulting in a total of over 1.3
million, but this number does not include "active" amateurs. Licenses
in the United States are valid for ten years and may not be renewed,
resulting in the reallocation of call signs. Furthermore, some countries
do not share their recorded data.

What does an "active amateur" mean? Is an active amateur someone
who operates once a week, once a month, once a year, or at special
events? Is an active amateur only someone who has a license and is
allowed to operate? These are all simple questions that do not have
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clear answers. Table 1 shows licensed ham radio operators
regardless of their activity habits.

Factors Influencing Numbers:

* Hobby Popularity: Ham radio remains popular due to modern tech
and personal communication.

* Data Collection: Counting active users is challenging due to license
renewal policies and varied participation.
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Licensed Amateur Radio Operators by Country in 2025

The growing_global community of amateur radio operators

How many amateur radio operators are there in the world?
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The number of site visits increased during

ionospheric events that disrupt HF radio propagation.
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