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User said: HF-Propagation.pdf 

1. Chapters 12 and 13 will remain separate—solar phenomena affect space 
weather, but the resulting interplanetary effects are distinct and deserve 
individual treatment.  

2. Chapters 9 and 14 may be merged, as both deal with ionospheric dynamics 
like fadeouts and blackouts. Note: Figures 9.8 and 14.2 are identical.  

3. Placement of the merged chapter: Should it appear before Chapter 11 or after 
Chapter 13?  

ChatGPT said: 

Your three points raise key editorial decisions regarding the structure of your 
guide. Here's how I'd approach them: 

 

1. Keeping Chapters 12 and 13 Separate 

     Agreed. 
Chapter 12 (“Solar phenomena”) and Chapter 13 (“Space weather”) do form a 
conceptual pair, but as you've correctly noted, their focus differs: 

• Chapter 12 explains the Sun’s behavior: quiet/active Sun, solar flux, 
sunspots, storms, etc. 

• Chapter 13 explores how these solar outputs interact with 
the interplanetary medium and Earth’s magnetosphere, causing 
geomagnetic activity, storms, and measurable space weather impacts. 

Keeping them separate supports clarity and reinforces the cause-effect 
progression. 

 

2. Merging Chapters 9 and 14 

     Recommended. 
This merge is logical: 

• Chapter 9 deals with ionospheric dynamics such as sporadic E, spread 
F, and fadeouts from ionospheric storms (SID, TID, GRB). 

• Chapter 14 focuses on radio blackouts, which are direct consequences 
of such disturbances—especially those affecting the D-region. 

Since Figure 9.8 and 14.2 are identical, merging avoids redundancy. A unified 
chapter on “Ionospheric Disturbances and Blackouts” would improve cohesion. 

 

3. Placement of the Merged Chapter 
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       Recommendation: Place it after Chapter 13. 

Reasoning: 

• Chapter 9 (currently) appears before the global solar and space weather 
context. 

• However, blackout phenomena (SID, polar cap absorption, LUF rise) are 
best understood after readers learn about: 

• The Sun’s variability (Ch. 12) 

• Its impacts on space weather and geomagnetic activity (Ch. 13) 

Sequence Suggestion: 
11. Global HF Conditions 
12. Solar Phenomena 
13. Space Weather 
14. Ionospheric Disturbances and Blackouts (merged 9+14) 
15. Summary 

This chronological arrangement flows from: 

• Global Conditions ➝ Causes (Sun, space weather) ➝ Effects 
(disturbances & blackouts) 

 

      Revised Chapter Sequence (9–14) 

9. Total Electron Content (TEC) 

10. Global HF Conditions 

11. Solar Phenomena 

12. Space Weather 

13. Ionospheric Disturbances and Blackouts (merged former Ch. 9 + 14) 

14. Summary 
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      Notes on Integration: 

• The new Chapter 13 will now be a strong concluding scientific chapter 
before the summary, encompassing: 

• Ionospheric dynamics (Sporadic E, spread F, bubbles, storms) 

• Sudden Ionospheric Disturbances (SID), GRBs, Polar Cap 
Absorption 

• Blackouts due to D-region absorption 

• Merging of visuals (remove duplication of Fig. 9.8/14.2) 

• The logical arc from space inputs ➝ ionospheric effects ➝ 
communication impacts remains intact. 

 

User said:  Thank you. Please elaborate on the merged Ch. 9 + 14. 

ChatGPT said: 

You're welcome. Here's a proposed elaboration for the merged Chapter 13, 
which integrates the former Chapter 9 ("Ionosphere dynamics") and Chapter 14 
("Radio blackouts"). It maintains scientific clarity while improving narrative flow: 

 

Chapter 13: Ionospheric Disturbances and Blackouts 

Overview 

This chapter examines disruptive ionospheric phenomena that impair HF 
skywave propagation. It bridges earlier discussions on solar and space weather 
influences (Ch. 11–12) with their real-time consequences on the ionosphere. We 
categorize these effects as ionospheric disturbances (which degrade signal 
quality) and radio blackouts (which cause complete signal loss). 

 

13.1 Sporadic and Irregular Ionospheric Structures 

These are transient, often unpredictable features of the ionosphere that scatter 
or refract HF signals irregularly. 

• Sporadic E (Es): 
Thin, dense patches of ionization appearing primarily in the E region (90–
130 km), especially during late spring and early summer. Capable of 
reflecting frequencies up to 150 MHz, leading to sudden band openings or 
interference. 

• Spread F: 
Plasma instabilities in the F region cause irregular, patchy refractions. 
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Observed as smearing on ionograms, spread F distorts signals and 
causes fading. 

• Plasma Bubbles and Depletions: 
Occur primarily after sunset near the magnetic equator. These low-
density voids disrupt signal paths and GPS accuracy. 

 

13.2 Ionospheric Storms and Fadeouts 

Storms induced by solar events (e.g., CMEs, coronal holes) disturb the 
ionospheric electron density profiles. 

• SID (Sudden Ionospheric Disturbances): 
Triggered by intense solar X-ray flares. Ionization in the D-region increases 
dramatically, absorbing signals below ~15 MHz. Onset is near-
instantaneous and recovery may take minutes to hours. 

• TID (Traveling Ionospheric Disturbances): 
Wave-like disturbances often triggered by geomagnetic activity, 
earthquakes, or auroral events. These can cause multi-path fading and 
delay variations. 

• GRBs (Gamma-Ray Bursts): 
Rare but potent. Detected as sudden changes in VLF/LF propagation, 
though rarely impact amateur bands directly. 

 

13.3 Polar Cap Absorption Events (PCA) 

Caused by high-energy protons from solar proton events (SPEs) entering Earth’s 
magnetic poles, increasing D-region ionization. 

• Typical Effects: 
Complete blackout of HF signals in polar regions lasting up to 48 hours. 

• Monitoring: 
NOAA’s D-RAP models and proton flux alerts are critical for forecasting. 

 

13.4 Radio Blackouts: Causes and Classifications 

Blackouts result from excessive absorption of radio signals, mainly in the D-
region. 

• D-Region Absorption: 
Driven by soft X-rays and extreme UV from solar flares. 

• Frequency Dependence: 
Lower HF bands (3–10 MHz) are affected first; during strong events, even 
higher bands may be lost. 
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• ITU Classifications (NOAA SWPC’s R-Scale): 

• R1: Minor (e.g., M1 flare) 

• R2: Moderate (M5) 

• R3: Strong (X1) 

• R4–R5: Severe to Extreme (X10+) 

 

13.5 The LUF-MUF Window Collapse 

A blackout is often diagnosed when the Lowest Usable Frequency 
(LUF) exceeds the Maximum Usable Frequency (MUF)—the window of usable 
skywave communication closes. 

• During solar flares: 
LUF may rise above 20 MHz, erasing long-distance HF paths. 

• Visualization Tools: 

• D-RAP LUF maps 

• Real-time SID monitoring 

• Solar flare alerts (GOES/XRS) 

 

13.6 Real-Time Observations and Forecast Tools 

• Ionosondes and Ionograms 

• NOAA SWPC solar event alerts 

• D-RAP and LUF charts 

• HF Score and SID prediction tools 

Figures to include: 

• A unified version of Fig. 9.8 / 14.2 (refraction loss during blackouts) 

• A schematic timeline of SID onset, peak, and recovery 

• Example LUF/MUF crossover chart 

 

Summary 

This chapter clarifies how solar-induced space weather alters ionospheric 
structure and leads to disruptions or full blackouts. Understanding these events 
allows operators to anticipate band conditions, avoid critical frequencies, and 
interpret real-time alerts correctly. 

 


