
SPECTRUM     May 2009 Vol. 46 No. 05 

 

The Official Newsletter of the  
 

 

Auckland VHF Group Inc.  

Spectrum 2009 
 

 

 

Six completed KiwiSAT Trays 

 

Fred ZL1BYP receiving the completed KiwiSAT trays 

from Mike Jack of Stanier Engineering 



SPECTRUM 2 Vol. 46 May 2009 

Auckland VHF Group Inc. 

Branch 66 NZART 
PO Box 10138, Dominion Rd, Auckland 1446 

Clubrooms: Hazel Ave, Mt Roskill 

http://www.qsl.net/zl1bq 

Office Name Callsign Home Work / Mobile  E-mail 

President John Dunn ZL1JD 473 9514 021 731 907 john.dunn@clear.net.nz 

Vice President Jim Meachen ZL2BHF  480 1043 021 1039 333 jim.m@clear.net.nz  

Secretary Marlene Mathews  634 5130  perma@xtra.co.nz  

Treasurer Doug Cooke ZL1TTE  846 6075 0274 978 121 d-jcooke@ihug.co.nz  

Committee      

      

 Franc Dunatov ZL1SLO 829 2003 021 396 381 franc@ihug.co.nz  

 Laurie Mathews ZL1ICU  634 5130 0274 817 463 perma@xtra.co.nz  

 Grant Taylor  ZL1WTT   021 234 0270 zl1wtt1@yahoo.com.au  

 Merv Thomas ZL1SK 828 7174 027 499 0262 m.r.thomas@titan.co.nz  

      

      

AREC      

Section Leader Laurie Mathews ZL1ICU  634 5130 0274 817 463 perma@xtra.co.nz  

Deputy Section  Franc Dunatov ZL1SLO 829 2003 021 396 381 franc@ihug.co.nz  

ZL1BQ Trustee John Dunn ZL1JD 473 9514 021 731 907 john.dunn@clear.net.nz 

Repeater Trustee John Dunn ZL1JD 473 9514 021 731 907 john.dunn@clear.net.nz 

Klondyke Managers ZL1TGC, ZL1BK      

690 Manager Dennis Seymour ZL1UET  532 8666   

850/670 Manager Vaughan Henderson ZL1TGC  418 1071 021 844 804 vaughanh@ww.co.nz 

ATV/Beacons Quentin Foreman ZL1QF 410 7236 021 264 7407 qsf@orcon.net.nz 

 Grant Taylor  ZL1WTT   021 234 0270 zl1wtt1@yahoo.com.au  

Spectrum Editor Ian Ashley ZL1AOX  298 1810 027 263 2440 iashley@nettel.net.nz 

Trading Table Franc Dunatov ZL1SLO 829 2003 021 396 381 franc@ihug.co.nz  

      

Hon Auditor  Peter Loveridge ZL1UKG  377 3398 481 0544 peterlov@ihug.co.nz 

Webmaster Peter Bennett ZL1UPB 078677269 021 0485 386 pb@bencom.co.nz  

Club Web Page  http://www.qsl.net/zl1bq  
ATV Interest Group   http://www.qsl.net/zl1qf/atvug/ATVusers.html 
 

Club News and Net: 

The combined Auckland VHF Group and Auckland Regional Branch News and Net are held on 

146.625 MHz and 439.875 MHz at 8.15 pm each Sunday or after the ZL6A National Broadcast on 

the last Sunday of the month. 
 

Club meetings are held at the Clubrooms at Hazel Avenue, on the second Monday of each month at 

7.30 pm.  For other details, listen to the News and Net each Sunday evening. 
 

Membership of the Auckland VHF Group is via subscription; $30 within the Auckland free dialling 

area, and $25 outside.  It is expected that members of the Auckland VHF Group Inc. are also 

members of NZART, as we are branch number 66 of NZART. 

 

 

 

  

SPECTRUM is the official journal of the Auckland VHF Group Inc. 
 

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect club points of view.  

The closing date for SPECTRUM articles is the Monday 7 days before the following General 

Meeting.  Articles may be submitted to the Editor. 

http://www.qsl.net/zl1bq
mailto:john.dunn@clear.net.nz
mailto:jim.m@clear.net.nz
mailto:perma@xtra.co.nz
mailto:d-jcooke@ihug.co.nz
mailto:franc@ihug.co.nz
mailto:perma@xtra.co.nz
mailto:zl1wtt1@yahoo.com.au
mailto:m.r.thomas@titan.co.nz
mailto:perma@xtra.co.nz
mailto:franc@ihug.co.nz
mailto:john.dunn@clear.net.nz
mailto:john.dunn@clear.net.nz
mailto:vaughanh@ww.co.nz
mailto:qsf@orcon.net.nz
mailto:zl1wtt1@yahoo.com.au
mailto:Zl1aox@nzart.org.nz
mailto:franc@ihug.co.nz
mailto:peterlov@ihug.co.nz
mailto:pb@bencom.co.nz
http://www.qsl.net/zl1bq
http://www.qsl.net/zl1qf/atvug/ATVusers.html


SPECTRUM 3 Vol. 46 May 2009 

Coming Events: 
 

May Meeting at the Clubrooms in Hazel 

Avenue at 1930. 

Speaker: Mr Simon Bridger from  
óNext Window Limitedô on 

ñTouch Screen Technologyò 
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From the Chair ï May 2009 
 

Last Months Meeting. 
 

The technology convention in Hamilton was 

the venue for Aprilôs meeting of the VHF 

Group.  This was well attended by people from 

all around the North Island and a great success.  

It was organised by a team of four people from 

the Hamilton Branch and the Waikato VHF 

Group and was very well run.  Congratulations 

to the organisers for a great event. 

 

The program opened on the Saturday morning 

with a welcome and then got straight into a talk 

by Ian ZL1AOX about Soft rock and QSIR 

VERB (Quicksilver) Software Defined Radio 

projects he had been involved on.  This was 

followed by Warren ZL2AJ showing a 

computer based repeater controller system, 

mainly designed for the TM8100 series of 

radios, but adaptable for use with any other 

radio system. 

 

Peter ZL1UKG gave his talk and 

demonstration about Circuit Analysis Software, 

and this was followed by Simon ZL1SWW 

giving his presentation on the work he was 

doing on the microwave bands using the DXR 

hardware, and the success he was having.  Fred 

ZL1BYP updated the convention about Kiwi 

Sat and where that project was at, and then 

Doug ZL2TAR presented in his inevitable 

style, the state of the nation in regard to 

HDTV. 
 

Grant ZL1WTT gave a presentation about the 

digital TV experiments he has been doing, and 

on Sunday, proceedings got under way with 

John ZL4JY giving an interesting presentation 

about Digital Radio Standards, including P25 

and Tetra. 

 

 
 

Kevin ZL1UJG gave a presentation about the 

work he was doing on the 1296 beacon project 

and the development leading to better stability.  

Murray ZL1BPU demonstrated the NBTV 

work being on HF and the results being 

obtained so far.  This was followed by Andrew 

ZL2ALW demonstrating aerial design 

techniques using the 4NEC2 software package.  

That was followed by VHF Forum where a 

number of subjects were aired and discussed. 
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All in all it was a great weekend, a very 

enjoyable and worthwhile event, very 

educational and entertaining and a great 

opportunity to catch up with old friends from 

around the North Island.  

  

GARAGE SALE - May 2
nd

  
 

Despite the pouring rain, a large number of 

people turned out for the garage sale of 

equipment in the scout den next to the 

clubrooms.  A lot of goodies were found and 

sold during the day which made the effort put 

in to prepare for it all worth while.  Many 

photographs were taken during the event by 

Merv ZL1SK.  A selected few of these pictures 

appear in this issue. 

 

Thank you to all the participants and helpers 

that took part in the event.  It seemed that 

everyone enjoyed themselves on the day.  

 

The next part of the job is now to dismantle 

and gather the metal and plastic of the 

remaining junk and send it to the scrap yard.  

Sufficient stock has been gathered to maintain 

trading table stock levels, so there is still a 

steady source of components for our trading 

table. 

 

The garage sale was successful and may have 

been even better if the weather had been 

kinder.  With this in mind the committee may 

look at holding another one at a later date, but 

perhaps with a different range of equipment 

and goodies.  Something to think about and 

give the committee some feedback on. 

 

WORKING BEEôs 
 

The working Beeôs at the Club Rooms in 

preparation for the May 2
nd

 Garage sale was 

well attended and a great deal was achieved.  

Many many thanks to all those who came along 

to help.  That effort is much appreciated. 

 

Another working Bee will be required soon in 

order to dismantle and sort the remaining junk 

into recyclable piles and then disposed off.  

That should then tidy the remaining stock very 

nicely and make it all more manageable. 

 

Jumbo Bowls Trophy, Albany Hall, 

Wednesday April 15
th
. 

 

Well done to both teams put in by the VHF 

Group.  The 1
st
 and last prize taken away by 

our teams on the night!  That is what I call a 

clean sweep.  The plan worked!  Well done to 

all those who took part and enjoyed 

themselves, a great effort.  
 

Me-thinks there will be considerably more 

opposition next time this event comes up. 
 

Web Site: 
 

A technical problem has developed with the 

Trading Table part of the Web Site at present.  

It is hoped to have the problem resolved in the 

near future.  The remainder of the site is 

functional so keep an eye out for updates etc. 
 

Next Meeting. 
 

Simon Bridger from ñNext Window Limitedò 

will be our guest speaker at the next general 

meeting on Monday evening, May 11th.  

His subject is about ñTouch Screen 

Technologyò which Simon has been closely 

involved with this developing technology over 

recent years.  It is a development that is gaining 

more and more use as the need for simpler or 

easier interfacing with humans grows.  Simon 

spends a lot of time overseas these days so we 

are lucky to be able to get him on local soil at 

this time.  An interesting subject that will make 

for another fascinating evening. 

 

Also, we will be selecting our representatives 

for conference in Hastings, and voting on the 

three remits that will be before conference.  So 

please bring along your latest Break-in with all 

the details so that we can give our delegates 

clear guidelines on how we think about those 

subjects. 

Please note that some of the remits do affect 

operational modes, and do need to be thought 

about carefully. 

 

Look forward to seeing you all there.  

 

Best 73ôs 

ZL1JD 
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The Next Contest 

 

The next contest is the Hibernation Contest, 

50 MHz and up, on Saturday the 6th and 

Sunday the 7th of June 2009.  The operating 

times are: Saturday 1700 to 2300 NZT and 

Sunday 0700 to 1300 NZT.  This is the 

weekend AFTER NZART Conference.  

 

The rules are available at: 

 

http://www.nzart.org.nz/pdf/2009/2009-vhf-

contest-rules.pdf 

 

All contest logs should be sent, to arrive within 

two weeks, to: 

 

zl2wa@clear.net.nz 

with Contest Log in the subject line, or by post 

to: 

 

Contest Manager 

Wellington VHF Group 

P.O. Box 12-259 

Thorndon 

Wellington 

 

 

Technology Convention 2009 
 

Report by Vaughan ZL1TGC 

 

The 2009 Technology Convention was held in 

Hamilton at the Chartwell Scout Den in 

Belmont Avenue, over Easter weekend.  The 

event was well attended with nearly 50 

registrations and over 55 attending the 

Saturday night dinner.  The small organising 

committee from Hamilton Branch 12 and the 

Waikato VHF Group Branch 81 produced an 

excellent weekend with a good range of high 

quality presentations from all the guest 

speakers.   

 

Saturday morning opened with a welcome from 

the organising team of Phil ZL1PK, Gavin 

ZL1GWP, Kevin ZL1UJG and Tony ZL1UD.   

 
Gavin opening Technology Convention 

 

Ian Ashley ZL1AOX was first up with an 

update on the latest in Software Defined Radio 

technology.  The digital front end has just 

about reached the antenna!  Ian showed his 

newest acquisition, the Quicksilver QS1R 

receiver board capable of being configured for 

up to 4 independent receivers covering a 

frequency range from 15kHz to 55MHz.  

Development in the USA has seen these used 

up to 430MHz.  Ian also demonstrated the 

latest controlling software for these radios and 

the much improved user front end and 

frequency displays now available. 

 

 
ZL1AOX with interested onlookers 
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Following Ian, Warren ZL2AJ gave a run down 

on the development of his microprocessor 

controlled DTMF Tait TM8105 controller.  

Full remote operation of a TM8105 is possible 

including frequency changes, power level, 

mute level, CTCSS tones, deviation and the use 

of setup memories.  Warren plans to have the 

design completed and on the market in the near 

future.  He is considering developing a unit to 

control an HF rig.  Although the current design 

is optimized for use with the TM8105, it is not 

limited to that and can be used with other 

radios.   

 

 
Warren ZL2AJ with controller 

 

The unit is controlled with DTMF tones and 

has extra I/O for use at a repeater site for such 

things as door alarms, site power (voltage, etc) 

and antenna switching.  

 

 

After morning tea, Peter ZL1UKG described 

and showed how easy it is to model you own 

design using circuit analysis software.  Peter 

has found Simetrix, a free circuit simulator 

from a company of the same name in the UK to 

be very user friendly and easy to use.  It has a 

good range of components that can be used to 

design a circuit or part of a circuit you might 

want to build, and the simulator function can 

then be used to evaluate how it works without 

needing to purchase the parts and build a 

hardware prototype.  The software (free) can be 

downloaded from www.simetrix.co.uk  

 

 
Peter ZL1UKG 

 

To round out the morning, Simon ZL1SWW 

brought us up to date on his recent 2.4GHz 

microwave construction activities, much of it 

using converted DXR hardware.   

Simon also demonstrated an easy to construct 

rotator with remote control head for use when 

contesting.  His design featured in a recent 

issue of Break-In magazine. 

 

 
Simon ZL1SWW 

 

 
Simonôs portable rotator 

 

http://www.simetrix.co.uk/
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After lunch Fred ZL1BYP brought the 

Convention attendees up to speed with progress 

on KiwiSAT.  If all goes to plan, the satellite 

will be complete before the end of this year.  

Already many of the flight components are 

completed and in a clean room at Massey 

University ready for final assembly.  The major 

mechanical parts are being milled out of solid 

aluminium and once complete, the bird will be 

ready for a launch opportunity early in the New 

Year.  

 
Fred ZL1BYP with KiwiSAT model 

Ian ZL1AOX described what would be needed 

to operate through our very own amateur 

satellite once itôs up in space.  He also took the 

opportunity to present John ZL2HD with a 

cheque for $5000, being surplus funds from a 

donation made by the Wellington VHF Group 

to purchase the solar cells.  He also presented 

the Group with a proposal for more funds 

which we hope the Wellington VHF Group 

will consider favourably! 

 
Douglas ZL2TAR 

The next presentation brought a complete 

change of topic: Doug ZL2TAR described the 

current state of high definition television, the 

receivers available to view this on, and looked 

at some of the hype surrounding currently 

available plasma and LCD TV displays.  Look 

for true 50/100Hz refresh rate and a screen 

with 1920 x 1080 pixels!  There are also some 

variations in the way our broadcasters get the 

high definition signal to air.  Have a look at 

May Q-Bit for more detail. 

 

 
Grant ZL1WTT 

 

Saturday afternoon was rounded out with a talk 

from Grant ZL1WTT on video transmission 

over networks and a look at his digital TV 

transmission tests done with Ralph ZL1TBG.  

These use the FreeView satellite standard and 

can be received using the readily available set-

top boxes.   

 

While this last talk was underway, the National 

System trustees took the opportunity to hold a 

quick meeting to discuss the on-going use of 

the National system for packet forwarding.  

While recognizing the need for this to continue, 

plans are in hand to try and reduce the number 

of hours needed each night for this digital 

service. 

 

Saturday evening got of to a fine start with a 

great meal served up by the Spit Roast Catering 

Company.  A large number of donated prizes 

were drawn by swinger number - I think 

everyone got a prize!  Later in the evening 

several lengths of good quality coax cable were 

auctioned off to help defray the weekendôs 

costs. 
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On Sunday the lecture programme continued.  

John Yaldwyn ZL4JY gave an excellent 

presentation on the different digital land mobile 

standards that were available in New Zealand.  

He had a range of hand held radios from 

different manufacturers and demonstrated a 

Tetra call.  Attendees were also able to listen to 

the type of modulation you could expect to 

hear from the different systems.  He concluded 

with the question ñWhere to now for ham radio 

and digital technology?ò  

 

 
Kevin ZL1UJG reviews 1296 beacon design 

 

Kevin ZL1UJG then described the evolution of 

his high stability 23cm beacon project and the 

work and testing done on the low phase noise 

oscillator which forms the start of the 

transmitter chain.  This is being developed to 

provide stable propagation beacons for use on 

the 23cm and higher amateur bands.  The 

improvement in stability he had achieved 

through careful development and much testing 

was impressive.  Many of the improvements 

Kevin has made are now published on the Mini 

Kits web site (look for the EME65B 

documentation).  Beacon keying will be from 

an ID-O-Matic Keyer which Kevin found 

worked well for this application.  

 

Murray ZL1BPU gave a very well illustrated 

talk on narrow band digital television over HF 

(although not limited to HF).  Similar to the 

perhaps more familiar slow scan TV, but using 

digital modulation to transmit the picture 

information in a very small bandwidth.  The 

picture is sent as a series of frames, each taking 

a few seconds or longer depending on 

propagation.  Once received, the frames can be 

played back at full speed.  Picture quality was 

very good with little degradation even when 

sent from Murrayôs QTH in Auckland, to 

Wellington and back on 80M! 

 

Final speaker of the day was Andrew 

ZL2ALW who has put considerable effort into 

designing antennas for vhf and uhf using a 

programme called 4Nec2x.  His particular 

interest was in compact designs for hilltop 

contesting and he had developed an ingenious 

method of attaching the elements to the boom 

using a plastic clip developed for fixing 

plumbing conduit.  He was also able to 

demonstrate that if the reflector gets blown off 

your Yagi, itôs still worthwhile using it!  The 

front to back ratio deteriorates but you still end 

up with useful forward gain!   

 

 
Andrew ZL2ALW 

The last activity of the weekend was the Forum 

session, chaired by Vaughan ZL1TGC and 

assisted by John ZL2HD who took notes.  

Topics covered were the APRS frequency 

debate, Form 10 applications for FMTAG, use 

of CTCSS on repeaters, an update on the 

Kordia lease agreement, a report from the 

National System trustees meeting, a look at the 

current VHF UHF contest rules and activity; 

the beacon band plan and the use of time outs 

on the National System to try and prevent lock 

ups.  The forum report can be found elsewhere 

in this issue of Spectrum. 

 

Finally, the next VHF Convention will be held 

in Wellington over Easter 2011, so flip to the 
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planning calendar for 2011 in your diary and 

highlight those dates.   

A very big thank you to the small team who put 

Technology Convention together this year, you 

did a great job.  Those of us who attended 

found it to be very informative, and as always, 

a chance to catch up with like minded amateurs 

from all over the North Island. 

 

VHF Forum Report ï Technology 

Convention 2009 
VHF Forum was facilitated by Vaughan 

ZL1TGC with notes taken by John Zl2HD.  

There were 10 topics discussed as follows: 

1.  APRS Frequency and Digipeaters.  

This topic was discussed as a result of the remit 

from Christchurch Branch proposing to make 

the frequency of 144.650MHz the primary data 

and APRS frequency.  A number of people 

spoke on this topic.  The current 2m band plan 

makes provision for four data frequencies and 

144.575MHz was in use in many areas for 

APRS traffic.  Of note was the input from Alan 

Wallace ZL1AMW.  Alan and Noel ZL3GR 

had been on data and APRS for many years, 

and had been involved in the allocation of the 

APRS frequency.  Both of them ran packet and 

APRS.  The discussion was about sharing the 

frequency for both types of traffic.  While this 

is possible, the general feeling was that it was 

better not to share.  The meeting could see no 

reason for not using the existing band plan 

frequency for APRS traffic.  Question was 

asked if 144.57MHz APRS digipeaters were in 

the majority?  In some areas yes, in others, no.  

Many Branches seemed to be moving to 

144.575MHz to match the band plan.   

Meeting recommended retaining the 

144.650MHz frequency for conventional 

packet traffic and encouraging a single APRS 

frequency of 144.575MHz for the whole 

country.  It was considered not too hard to 

move a hilltop digipeater to the correct freq to 

match the traffic type, however it was noted 

that some areas will resist the change.  This 

does not matter apart from APRS users having 

to change frequency in those areas as they 

move up and down the country.    

2.  Delays in processing Form 10 applications. 

The question of where this came from was not 

clear, but it appears that the delay over the 

144.650MHz applications had caused it.  It was 

pointed out that these applications were against 

the band plan and could not be automatically 

approved by Council, and that a request to 

change the band plan was in process and 

comment was being called for.  The meeting 

felt that apart from the current delays due to 

trying to each a consensus on APRS 

frequencies, the delay of one Council meeting, 

the next Break-in and the next council meeting 

was not too long.  People did need the chance 

to see the proposals and these are published in 

Break-In in the form of Interim 

Recommendations.  If FMTAG receives no 

adverse feedback, the results are always 

published very quickly after the final 

recommendation is approved.  

3.  CTCSS 

The April 2008 Q-Bit paper was tabled at the 

meeting, and a summary of the current thinking 

was outlined.  (See CTCSS Update Paper 

Easter 2009 elsewhere or on www.vhf.org.nz).  

Discussion followed on use of CTCSS on 

repeaters, on output only allowing for smart 

squelch systems to be used.  It was agreed that 

there should be some standardization of the 

sub-tones used.  To this end, Warren ZL2AJ 

offered to be the ñkeeper of the sub tonesò 

(KOST) and they will be published widely.  

The importance of keeping repeaters open was 

re-iterated by Warren.  

4.  Kordia Update.  

Vaughan ZL1TGC spoke on the progress made 

with the site negotiations with Kordia.  The bill 

has been reduced to less than $10K per year, 

and this was being further reduced by 

removing equipment from Mt Cargill site.  

Only sites that have no spare space are being 

charged for and the others remain at no charge 

as long as the space is available.  NZART will 

continue to meet the cost of power for all sites.  

The three chargeable sites are Mt. Cargill, Blue 

Duck and Egmont.  Various groups have 

http://www.vhf.org.nz/
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already indicated they will contribute to the 

cost, but more are required to help the entire 

bill to be recovered.  NZART have agreed to 

pay the bill for 2009.  If recovery is 

satisfactory, it would good to ask NZART to 

continue to pay the bill and collect the money 

from the Branches.  

All branches with repeaters on Kordia sites 

should contribute to the power bill, and details 

of this should be sent to Branches.  It was 

pointed out that NZART held the insurance 

that allowed members to have equipment at 

Kordia sites and that amateurs who were 

responsible for servicing the equipment at 

those sites must be members of the 

Association.  The meeting thanked Vaughan 

for his success with this.  

Moved ZL2HD seconded ZL2SX ñthat this 

group supported NZART signing an agreement 

with Kordia on our behalfò.  Moved, with no 

objections and a few abstentions by those who 

were not NZART members!  Vaughan advised 

that Kordia has a corporate sponsorship policy 

where we may be able to apply for financial 

assistance for ñgood causesò ï however this 

could not be used to cover the amount we were 

to be charged!  

5.  National System Trustees Meeting Report 

John ZL2HD gave a brief summary of the 

meeting which mainly discussed the Remit 

from Christchurch Branch seeking to stop 

packet forwarding on the National System.  

The meeting thought that packet forwarding 

was a valid and valuable service, and there 

were still users of the packet BBSôs who 

valued this service.  However efforts would be 

made to try and reduce the amount of traffic, 

and to try and reduce the number of hours each 

night that the packet forwarding took place.  In 

addition, we would try to increase the value of 

the traffic by ensuring that we had the facility 

to offer data services in case of an emergency 

or disaster.  Concern was expressed that if the 

over-night packet forwarding stopped, and later 

on was needed again, the facility as it would be 

hard to re-establish.  Some of the packet traffic 

is also for DX clusters and this was also to be 

looked at.  

6.  Contest Rule Changes 

The Wellington VHF Group had proposed 

some contest rule changes.  There is currently a 

proposal from the Contest Manager to change 

the weekend of the DX Weekend contest that 

may conflict with a public holiday.  The 

responses to date had not produced a clear 

preference and will continue to be canvassed 

over email.  Another rule change affects how 

QRP stations are defined.  This was hotly 

debated.  Moved ZL4JY seconded ZL1AOX 

that a station that claims QRP must remain 

QRP on that band for the entire duration of the 

contestò.  Carried; the Contest Manager 

abstained.  

Issues regarding the use of the lower parts of 6 

metres were raised.  Agreed practice regarding 

the use of 6m, calling and working frequencies 

must be complied with during contests.  

Contest QSOôs must not be conducted on the 

calling frequencies.  Ask the other station to 

QSY off the calling frequency to make your 

contest contact. 

Operation out of band and unattended fixed 

stations.  John ZL2TRV/ZL4JY put the case 

strongly that this group would not tolerate 

illegal activity such as operating out of band, 

over power and un-attended fixed stations.  The 

meeting all agreed on these points.  

7.  Contest Activity 

The idea of aligning contests with VK was 

raised.  The VHF Groups need to open 

discussion with VK hams on this and assess the 

viability of doing this.  A change of some of 

the contests to short (one day) contests was 

raised.  It appears some of the group are getting 

older, but this was rejected by most present, 

saying there was no excuse for not getting out 

and contesting.  The rules were changed to 

support the ñawayò stations, starting later on 

Saturday and finishing earlier on Sunday to 

allow for set up and travel.  It was pointed out 

that a field station is a huge effort and a full 

contest is needed to make it worthwhile.  Could 

we have different classes, such as one day and 

two day sections?  No, already enough.  No 

change at the moment.  More promotion 
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required to get more people participating in the 

contests.  

8.  Beacon Band Plan 

Kevin ZL1UJG outlined the problems with the 

current band plan.  With Auckland and 

Hamilton beacons being on being adjacent 

frequency allocations, but often used by each 

other as beacons, the band plan was not 

suitable.  The idea of swapping with an unused 

allocation was suggested and will be 

investigated.  FMTAG should not object if it is 

co-ordinated and agreed by both parties.  Kevin 

will initiate a change of one or other of the 

beacons in the area.  (The topic of a beacon 

fund was also raised and will be investigated 

before next meeting).  FMTAG reported that 

three submissions had been received on the 

subject, all suggesting a wider spacing, but the 

swapping idea is to be investigated first.  

9.  Time-Outs on the National System 

Some faults can cause a lock up.  A time out 

may help the system to recover.  It would need 

to be longer than the Official Broadcast (aim 

for 30 mins).  The meeting requested that the 

NS standard be altered to include this.  

Implementing the time-out facility will require 

a new generation of microprocessor controllers 

at the National System nodes.  This will take 

some time to implement.   

10.  Next VHF Convention 

The Wellington VHF Group offered to host the 

2011 VHF Convention, in Wellington.  An 

attempt was made to move it to a non-holiday 

weekend but was not accepted.  The floor 

asked for longer conventions with more 

speakers, events and displays, staying with 

Easter weekend.  John ZL2HD offered to 

organise a mini-convention on a normal 

weekend in March 2010 in the central North 

Island.  Arrive Friday night; leave Sunday 

afternoon, at a venue such as Ohakune with 

accommodation.  This was suggestion was 

accepted if it did not clash with other ham 

radio events.  

Meeting closed with a huge vote of thanks for 

the Convention organisers.  

Thanks to Vaughan ZL1TGC and Ian 

ZL1AOX for the photos. 

 

 
Overview of attendees at the Easter Technology Convention 
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AUCKLAND VHF GROUP (INC) BRANCH 66  
   

 

Meeting notice  
 

May 11th 7.30PM HAZEL AVENUE CLUB ROOMS  
 

(Located behind the Scout Den at the end of Hazel Avenue) 

 

The Evenings Subject:--------------------------------------------- 

 

TOUCH SCREEN TECHNOLOGY  
 

 

A presentation by Simon Bridger of Next Window Limited. 

 
Simon has been in the working in the forefront of this technology for some time now.  It is 

becoming widely used in a number of areas particularly where an interface is required between 

Human and machine inter-reactions, so the technology is now becoming quite intelligent.  This 

could prove to be a fascinating presentation.  

 

Simon spends a lot of time overseas, so we are lucky to be able to catch him on ñlocal Soilò at this 

time, so donôt miss this opportunity to catch up and learn what is happening with this technology 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

EVERYBODY WELCOME  

 

The Auckland VHF Group has also invited the NZ Electronics Institute to join 

us at this meeting. 

 

 

 

Activities during 2009 

 

May 9th & 10th  Sangster Shield CW Contest 

May 29th - 1st June  NZART Annual Conference Hastings 

June 6th & 7th  Hibernation Contest 50MHZ and up 

July 4th   NZART Memorial Contest 

July 25th   Waitakere Sprints phone 

August 1st   Waitakere Sprints CW 

October 12th to 16th  IARU Conference Christchurch 
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Photos from the Monster Garage Sale held on the 2
nd

 May 2009 at the Clubrooms 

 

Photos thanks to Merv ZL1SK 

 
Leith ZL1TCJ, Franc ZL1SLO, Ian ZL1BFB and Laurie Z L1ICU 

 

 
Franc ZL1SLO, Leith ZL1TCJ and President John ZL1JD 
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One end of the Scout Hall 

 

 
Transformers etc. 
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Selwyn ZL1BRC getting down to it! 

 

 
Heavy Duty ñStuffò awaiting buyers 
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Laurie ZL1ICU and Marlene in the Clubrooms 

 

 
Ann ZL1TRH explaining the size of the one that got away to Laurie ZL1ICU 


