Hatfield and McCoy Amateur Radio Association

By-laws


Preamble

          We, the undersigned, to promote the interest in Amateur Radio, foster activity on the Amateur frequencies, to provide communications in times of emergency, and to encourage social activities among its members, do hereby constitute ourselves the Hatfield and McCoy Amateur Radio Association.

Article I   Membership

Full Membership
· I Sec 1.0  A Full membership in the Hatfield and McCoy ARA may be obtained by any dues paying person issued a valid Amateur Radio license.

Associate Membership
· I Sec 1.1  An Associate membership may be obtained by any person who does not hold a valid Amateur Radio license, and who is interested in Amateur Radio. He or she may attend meetings, but will not have voting privileges, and cannot hold an office position.  A reduced membership fee is applicable.

Application for Membership
· I Sec 1.2  All interested persons must complete an application for membership, and once accepted, pay the annual membership fee. Applications are received by the Board for presentation to the Full Membership.

Acceptance for Membership
· I Sec 1.3  After acceptance for membership and payment of dues, the member will receive a certificate.

Termination of Membership
· I Sec 1.4  A decision to terminate membership shall be recommended to the entire membership by the Board of Directors.
Article II    Officers

Officers
· II Sec 1.0  The officers of the Hatfield and McCoy ARA shall be : President, Vice-President, Secretary and/or Treasurer.

Board of Directors
· II Sec 2.0  The Board of Directors shall consist of seven members including the officers.

Term of Office

· II Sec 3.0  An elected member of the Board may not hold more than one elected office of the Hatfield and McCoy ARA at any one time.

Vacating Office
· II Sec 4.0  Any officer may be impeached for a just reason by a majority vote of the membership.

· II Sec 5.0  Any Board Member may be removed from office for non-attendance of three successive meetings of the Board unless duly excused by the Board of Directors.

Succession to Office General 

· II Sec 6.0  All officers shall pass to their successors all records, properties, etc., at the end of their tenure.

Succession of Officers
· II Sec 7.0  In the case of vacancy, a special election shall be held at the next scheduled meeting to fill the vacant Board position for the unexpired term.

Article III   Duties of Officers and Standing Committees

Duties of the President
III Sec 1.0  The President: 

· Shall preside over all meetings of the Association and of the Board of Directors according to the By-Laws.

· Shall sign all official documents pertaining to the Association.

Duties of the Vice-President

III Sec 2.0  The Vice-President shall:

· Assume all the duties of the President in case of the Presidents absence.

Duties of the Secretary
III Sec 3.0  The Secretary shall:

· Keep a roster of all the current members of the Hatfield and McCoy ARA.

· Accept all applications for membership and shall submit them to the Board of Directors for consideration of acceptance by the full membership.

· Take informal minutes of the meetings.
Duties of the Treasury
III Sec 4.0  The Treasurer shall:

· Establish a checking account in the name of the Hatfield and McCoy Amateur Radio Association at a FDIC approved bank requiring that (2) two authorized signatures shall be necessary; one being that of the treasurer and one other officer of the Board.

· Be the custodian of the Club checkbook.

· Report to the club at each meeting on the financial status of the Club.

· Be responsible for all financial matters of the Club.

Duties of the Station Trustee
III Sec 5.0  The Station Trustee shall:

· Be responsible for the Club station license.

· Be custodian of all Club property.

· Authorize Club station privileges and operations.

Duties of the Board of Directors
III Sec 6.0  The Board of Directors shall:

· Review and bring all applications for membership to the full membership.

· Review the membership of any member in accordance with these By-Laws.

· Notify the membership of any vacancy of office.

· Act on behalf of this Association in all matters demanding immediate attention between general meetings.  In such matters, their action is subject to review by the whole membership.

· Be required to have majority rule on all issues before the Board.

· Appoint various sub-committees.

Quorum
III Sec 7.0  Quorum of Directors: 

· A majority of the Board of Directors will constitute a quorum, provided that in no event will a quorum consist of less that four (4) Directors in attendance, announced in advance 

· No business can be conducted with less than four (4) Directors

Article IV   Elections

Notification of Election
· IV Sec 1.0  Verbal notice of a regular or special election shall be given to the membership at the meeting prior to the election.

Nominations
· IV Sec 2.0  All nominations will be accepted at the annual election.  The current President shall appoint a President Pro-tem (who must be a full members in good standing) to call for the nominations and election.

· IV Sec 2.1  All nominees must be full members in good standing at the time of the nomination.

Elections

· IV Sec 3.0  The Board of Directors listed in Article 2, section 2.0 shall be elected by a majority of the membership.

· IV Sec 3.1  A regular election shall be held annually in December.
Article V    Dues
Payment

· V Sec 1.0  A Full Membership fee will be established annually by the Board and must be paid on or before February 1, to the Treasurer.

· V Sec 1.1  An Associate Membership will be established annually by the Board and must be paid on or before February 1, to the Treasurer.

Failure to pay dues

· V Sec 2.0 If any member is in arrears after a (30) thirty day grace period, and after notification of such, he or she will be dropped from the Club membership.

Article VI   Operations
Fiscal Year
· VI Sec 1.0  The fiscal year of the Hatfield and McCoy ARA shall run consecutive to the calendar year (January – December).

Meetings
· VI Sec 2.0  One regular meeting shall be held for each month at such place as determined by the Board.  The meeting time and place may be changed from time to time by the Board and announced in advance.

Inspection of the Books and Records
· VI Sec 3.0  The books and records of the Association may be inspected  by request of any member to the Board and at a regular scheduled meeting of the membership. 

Code of conduct

· VI Sec 4.0  In the interest of establishing a cordial and orderly meeting of the membership, a code of conduct will be enforced.  Members should dress in proper attire (shoes, pants and shirt) and no alcoholic beverages or non prescription drugs will be allowed at any meetings or functions of the membership. This also pertains to proper Radio Procedures on all Amateur Radio Bands.
Article VII     Expenses

Expenses

· VII Sec 1.0  Any payment of expenses incurred by the Association must be pre-approved by the Board of Directors and brought to full membership.
Article VIII   Amendments

Amendments

· VIII Sec 1.0  These By-Laws and amendments can be amended by providing notice at a previous meeting.  A majority vote of the full membership in attendance will be required to amend the By-Laws.
Article IX   Dissolution of Club property and Funds

Club Property

· IX Sec 1.0  In the case where the Association is dissolved, the Hatfield and McCoy ARA property shall be auctioned off to the highest bidder with all proceeds from the sale sent to a local not-for-profit determined by the Board.

Club Treasury

· IX Sec 2.0  In the case where the Association is dissolved, the excess treasury funds, after any expenses, will be donated and named at the last organized meeting.
Article X   Guests
Guests

· XII Sec 1.0  Any person that has a sincere interest in Amateur radio may visit the Club as a guest with a Full or Associate member. Guests need not be a licensed Amateur radio operator. However, all Guests must be accompanied at all times by a Full or Associate member during any and all Club activities. 
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