
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WEST COAST AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.  

PO BOX 2617 COSTA MESA CA 92628-2617 

http://www.qsl.net/wcarc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332448333576994/.  
CLUB MEETINGS: Coastal Community Fellowship 10640 Slater Ave, Fountain Valley 

Corner of Slater and Ward. Afterglow at Lamppost Pizza. 

TALK-IN ON 145.260 – 136pl 

  VE TESTING: 5:30 PM meeting nights at the meeting location  

WEEKLY NET: Mondays, 6:00 PM on the Fountain Valley RACES repeater, 145.260 –600 136.5pl 

INTERMOD is the official publication of the West Coast Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  All Intermod articles may be 
reprinted, provided that credit is given to WCARC INTERMOD.   

Publication deadline is the last Thursday of the month in order to be published in the next month’s issue. 
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President: Open 

Vice President: Jim Miller K6ARM 

Secretary: Ken Simpson W6KOS  

Treasurer: Jim Hansen KG6ZDP  

Board Members: Norm Pilawski, Ursula 
Hartunian  

Data Base Manager: Mike Anselmo 
KD6CML 

INTERMOD Editor: Dick Bruno N6ISY 

Raffle: Jim Hansen KG6ZDP, and Ken 
Simpson W6KOS 

Refreshments: Ursula Hartunian W6UMH 

Site Liaison: Dick Bruno N6ISY 

VE Testing: Ken Simpson W6KOS 

Programs: Joe Tom KB6JOE 
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HURRICANE HARVEY OR BUST! 

My brother-in-law David lives in Houston and escaped the brunt of 

Harvey’s rain and wind by staying at our other house in Woodville.  Just 

his luck, his daughter stayed in Houston and was surrounded by water, 

no “fast food restaurants” or grocery stores were open!  Of course his 

daughter got a job offer in Miami and had to be there on Tuesday 

September 5.  On the way over from Houston he found one gas station 

with gas and no groceries till past Louisiana.  Now he is in Miami with 

no gas, no water and no groceries with storm Irma on the way.   

HURRICANE IRMA IS COMING 

So with all of our technology, radios, weather satellites, 

flood plain maps:  why are we seeing so much damage 

and loss of life?  No one uses Good Ole Common Sense 

these days.  Swamp land is swamp land for a reason, it 

floods when it rains!  When you build your house in the “Flood Plain” you will get flooded 

sooner or later.  Put the garage downstairs and live upstairs. That is what they do in 

Galveston Texas.  When you build your house on fill dirt in a desert wash, the mud will 

come down the wash and fill your house.  Hopefully your house does not burn down 

from all the brush on the hillside.   When the water at the ocean quickly recedes, run for 

high grounds and not wait to video tape the big tsunami as some did in Japan.   

We as amateur radio operator volunteers try to help people in need, but people need to 

use their “noggins” before the disaster starts.  Do I live in safe location?  If not, what can 

I do to protect myself from a potential disaster.  Do I have a radio with me?  Where’s the 

spare battery and solar battery backup? Is there a pair of walking shoes and water in 

my vehicle in case I get stranded?  Do I have an emergency plan in case the electricity 

goes out?  Be prepared to survive at least a week without outside help.  I know I am not 

fully prepared.   What can we do now to be prepared then?  As radio operators, we 

have such a fantastic group of talented individuals who can train and prepare us to 

weather the next big disaster.  With access to radios, satellite communication, weather 

satellite reception, satellite television, solar power backup to charge cell phones, we 

should be the go to person in our neighborhood.   

73’s 

Jim Miller 

K6ARM 



WC6ARC 

3 

 

 

Well, here it is, September already and the children are back in school and we should be 

looking for some cooler weather soon. September is also the month when the ARRL VHF 

contest takes place; more specifically on September 9 thru 11. We also have the Hamcon 

Southern Division Convention in September, on the 15th thru 17th (see flyer in this edition). 

So, put on your contest hats and work a few GRID Squares so you can brag about it at 

the convention. 

I enjoyed Jim’s presentation on satellite Communications but I think we could benefit from 

a hands-on demonstration. Hey, board members, get busy on recruiting a speaker from 

AMSAT to show us how it’s done! 

By Ken Simpson W6KOS 

The August 2017 $25 HRO door prize winner was Adam Bruno KF6TKK.  The Bruno 

family is working very hard to pay for that new radio. 

Ravi Shunmugavel KG6CCB took home a MSP430 Launch Pad Development Tool, 

Charles Basmajian KM6KCK won the license plate frame he was lusting after.  The 

caption is Try Ham Radio Talk to the World. Joe Tom KB6JOE won a copy of the 2017 

Repeater Location Guide. Dick Bruno won a Com-Tech 7 function Digital multimeter.  

You can never have too many multimeters.  Finally, yours truly won the mystery box 

donated by Joe KB6JOE. The box contained a very nice ARRL cup. 

That is all for the August 2017 raffle review.  Congratulations to the winners.  WCARC 

appreciates your support of the club raffle 

Welcome to the August 2017 VE test review.  

There were nine candidates for August We ended up with five new Technicians, three 
new Generals, one from scratch and one new Extra. 

New Technicians 

Daniel Wills –KM6MHW – Daniel resides in Huntington Beach. 

Joshua Johnson – KM6MHX – Joshua came over from Costa Mesa for the exam. 

Alvin Veroy – KM6HMY – Alvin came down from Fullerton for the test. 

Tyson Phillips – KM6MIA-  Tyson resides in Anaheim. 

Jason Fieffer – KM6MIB - Jason came over from Garden Grove for the test. 
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New Generals  

Paul Phillips – KM6MIC – Paul lives in Orange which is a good thing since somehow the 
signature got left off the Technician answer sheet.  I guess I am going to have to slip 
some caffeine in the VE’s cookies.  Hi Hi. 

Terrance Thelan – KM6LNZ – Terrance resides in Costa Mesa. 

Greg Turlis – KB6DNS – Greg lives in Huntington Beach.  

New Extra 

James Norman Sr. – N6JCN – James came all the way up from Laguna Nigel for his 
Extra. 

Congratulations all!  We hope to see you back soon to upgrade, attend a meeting or 
both. 

Thanks to, Rolfe Reinhart KF6VMR, Dick Bruno N6ISY, Norm Pilawski WT6Y and Fred 
Osterman W0PE.  I could not do it without you. 

 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES®) volunteers have been pitching in to 
support communication at some Red Cross shelters in south Texas in the ongoing 
aftermath of catastrophic and unprecedented flooding resulting from Hurricane Harvey, 
now a Tropical Depression. ARES members also have been serving as net control 
liaisons to the Harris County Office of Emergency Management (OEM). At mid-week, 
some 3 dozen volunteers were assisting at shelters. Another dozen were on tap to 
serve as OEM liaisons. ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, KI1U, 
said the Red Cross is in need of Red Cross-trained shelter managers and volunteer 
management specialists. Anyone interested should contact him. 

 

A variety of emergency, health-and-welfare, traffic, and tactical nets in south Texas have 
been active on HF at various times of the day as well as on a wide array of VHF and UHF 
repeaters, which remain available as needed. The Salvation Team Emergency Radio 
Network (SATERN) has been convening on 14.265 MHz, while the Military Auxiliary 
Radio Service (MARS) has been using the 5.330.5 (USB) MHz interoperability channel 
on 60 meters. 

"During the storm response, all Amateur Radio operators -- and perhaps especially those 
involved in contest activity -- are advised to listen first and respect any frequencies in use 
for emergency response communication," Corey said. He cited the SATERN Net on 
14.265 MHz and the South Texas Traffic Emergency and Health and Welfare nets on 
7.285, 7.290, 3.873, and 3.935 MHz Digital emergency and health and welfare 
frequencies are 3.5925 and 7.095 MHz 

mailto:mcorey@arrl.org
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Dear Ma and Pa,  

 
I am well.  Hope you are. Tell Brother Walt and Brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats 
working for old man Minch by a mile. Tell them to join up quick before all the places get 
filled up. 

 I was restless at first because you get to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m. But I am 
getting used to sleeping late now. Tell Walt and Elmer all you do before breakfast is 
smooth your bunk and shine some stuff.  No hogs to slop, feed to pitch, mash to mix, 
wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing.  

  Men got to shave but it is not that bad, because there's warm water here. Breakfast is 
strong on trimmings like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kind of weak on chops, 
potatoes, ham, steak, fried eggplant, pie and other regular food, but tell Walt and Elmer 
you can always sit by the city boys that live on coffee. Their food, plus yours, holds you 
until noon when you get fed again. It's no wonder these city boys can't walk much.  

  We go on "forced marches," which the platoon sergeant says is necessary to harden 
us.  If he thinks so, it's not my place to tell him different.  A "forced march" is about as 
far as to our mailbox at home. Then the city guys get sore feet and we all ride back in 
big trucks.    

  The sergeant is like a school teacher.  He nags a lot.  The Captain is like the school 
board. Majors and colonels just ride around and frown. They don't bother you none.  

  This next will kill Walt and Elmer with laughing.  I keep getting awards for shooting.   I 
don't know why.  The bulls-eye is near as big as a chipmunk head and don't move, and 
it ain't shooting at you like the Higgett boys at home.  All you got to do is lie there all 
comfortable and hit it.  You don't even load your own cartridges. They come in boxes.  

Then we have what they call hand-to-hand combat training.  You get to wrestle with 
them city boys.  I have to be really careful though, they break real easy.  It ain't like 
fighting with them boys back home.  I'm about the best they got in this except for that 
Tug Jordan from over in Silver Lake.  I only beat him once. He joined up the same time 
as me, but I'm only 5'6" and 130 pounds and he's 6'8" and near 300 pounds dry. 

  Be sure to tell Walt and Elmer to hurry and join before other fellers get onto this setup 
and come stampeding in.   

 Your loving daughter,  

  Alice 
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Monthly Board Meeting at Denny’s --- July 12, 2017  

2017 Board Members:  

Vacant  TBD  President/Public Information Officer  

Jim Miller  K6ARM  Vice President  

Jim Hansen  KG6ZDP  Treasurer/Training Officer  

Ken Simpson  W6KOS  Secretary/National VE Testing Officer  

Norm Pilawski  WT6Y Past President/Board Member/T-Hunt Tech  

Ursula Hartunian  W6UMH  Entertainment Refreshment Specialist  

Joe Tom 
Donald Dodge 
 

KB6JOE  
W6SNX 
 

Past President/Board Member/Advisor  
Member at Large  
 

Call meeting to order at 7:01 pm.  

Minutes of last meeting were posted in the June edition of the Intermod.  

Treasurer’s Report          Jim Hansen -  KG6ZDP - $ 1183.20  

VE Report     Ken Simpson –  W6KOS    Three Technicians and three Extras in 

June.  

Old Business –  

Collecting monthly dues as club is continuing, Jim Hansen handling. 

“A Day in the Park” event should be held in Mile Square Park, July 23 at 10 am. The club will 

provide a barbeque, meat and water. 

Still looking for speakers. Maybe Slow Scan TV or Mesh Node. 

Possible “Radio Auction” /  ”Radio Garage Sale” for the August Club Meeting, 

New Business –  

How was response to HRO – Han Jam?  Crowd was down somewhat because of the heat. 

Upcoming event - Club Summer Picnic July 23, 2917 @ 19 am.  Need maps, Barbeque, 

burgers, buns, dpgs, water. 

Upcoming event – HAMCON Sept 15-17 in Torrance. 

Possible club “Garage Sale in August? 

Meeting closed at 7:33 PM after a motion by Norm and a second by Joe. 
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2017 
Sep 13 Board Meeting 
Sep 15-17 HAMCON in Torrance 
Sep 21 Monthly meeting 
Oct 11 Board Meeting 
Oct 19 Monthly meeting 
Nov 8 Board Meeting 
Nov 16 Monthly meeting 
Dec 13 Board Meeting 
Dec 21 Monthly meeting (Holiday Party) 
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