SKYWARN TM NET INSTRUCTIONS:

NET in a WATCH MODE:

Stations with severe WX or traffic to call for Net Control. The repeater is open.
NET in a Warning Mode 

Stations with emergency/priority traffic and severe weather reports call Net Control. All communication takes place at direction of NCS, Check-ins only at requests of NCS. 
The repeater is closed to regular amateur radio use 

(When severe weather occurs or approaching activate a weather net for your county. Activate a Skywarn TM net when severe weather is occurring, a warning is issued).

(Third hand reports are rarely taken. Use caution. Make sure you know where the original report came from, another storm spotter or general public. If not 100% sure, don’t call this in. When calling this in, be sure of the report and report whether the report is third hand and who originated the report. When receiving reports from scanner monitoring, be sure the report is weather-related before calling it in. It is best not to pass along scanner reports over a net. (Suspect fraudulent reports: If you suspect a report is false, doesn’t seem right, log it, flag. If telephoning the report to the NWS, advise them that you believe this is a false report, and then give them the report. Let them make the decision. If relaying the report to NWS volunteer over the air, state that the message is “flagged for review”. Do not discuss over the air.)
Severe WX, we are activating SKYWARN TM. Listen to NOAA all hazards weather radio, Local Broadcast Media, or Internet for vital weather information. (Activate for your county, but take reports from other spotters in other counties.)
Spotters insure safety of yourself and those with you. Don’t storm chase. Safety First! If a tornado warning is issued for your area or if you are under a significant threat, get off the air at once and get to safe shelter immediately. Back-up NCS takes over.
(ID every 10 minutes). (Come on frequency at least every 10 minutes to maintain control of the net, always use tact). (Keep log of check-ins, their location, and severe weather reports. Relay all reports of severe weather, emergency, and priority first, log second). 
Net Control Station ______ activating Skywarn TM, this is a directed net.

1) Pass along severe weather warnings (abbreviated) for your county:
2) Back-up Net Control Station ______Back-up frequency: _______ Use back-up frequency for tactical.
3) Call for any Emergency, Priority, Severe WX traffic and handle traffic:____
4) Report all severe weather to local National Weather Service office promptly. (Prioritize the traffic handle Emergency traffic first, then priority severe, and routine severe.) 
5) Stations with severe weather say your call sign and wait for Net Control. Storm spotters should be trained. (Use caution with second hand reports (such as heard over scanner), if in doubt don’t report these.) 
6) When reporting severe weather: Give call sign, location, time of occurrence, severe weather occurring and movement. (Verify reports.)
7) (Take check-ins to the net up until severe weather reports start coming in)
8) Allow 2-3 second breaks between transmissions. Give priority to Emergency, Priority, & Severe Weather traffic. Promptly handle traffic. Report all emergencies, weather related hazards, etc. to 911.Then take severe weather reports and send these in quickly to NWS
9) Advise Net Control before leaving the net.

10) Severe Weather to Report: (Don’t read when under Severe WX Warning)
a. Winds 50 mph or greater (58 mph is severe)
b. Tornadoes, wall clouds, funnel clouds (tornado cloud must have continuous rotation). 
c. Hail dime size & larger (Quarter size/1” is severe). Measured or estimated. 
d. Flooding/Flash Flooding: high water that threatens life or property; rapidly rising water that threatens life or property; significant ponding of water on roadways posing a serious traffic hazard (where water normally doesn’t pond); roads/bridges made impassable due to water of 6 inches or more; any amount of water in contact with, flowing into, or causing damage to above ground buildings (not to include water seepage into basements).
e. Wind damage (such as large limbs the size of an adults wrist or larger downed), downed trees or power lines, any significant storm damage.

f. Report to NWS (if possible via E-spotter) any fires, damage, deaths or injuries caused by lightning. Report to 911 or law enforcement any fires, deaths, injuries, emergencies, damage that may have caused injury, flooding of roadways or rapidly rising and high water threatening life, or any other hazards caused by the weather. 
g. Shelf cloud if associated with damaging weather.
h. Other significant weather 
Your call Skywarn TM Net monitoring for severe weather reports (take & handle traffic): 
Closing the Net:   (When threat for severe weather has ended)
a. ID:_____ Last call for severe weather reports (handle reports):

b. Any storm damage reports (handle reports, if reports are long after the event then submit report by E-spotter if possible):

c. Any further reports of severe weather individually report to National Weather Service or call 911 and have them relay your report of severe weather to the National Weather Service.  

d. Thank all spotters for your help & thanks for the use of repeater.

e. Monitor NOAA all hazards WX radio, Local Media Broadcast, or Internet for vital weather information. Notify 911 to report storm related hazards, emergencies, or injuries.

f. ID: ______ now closing the weather net, frequency is now clear.
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