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Tornado A violent, rotating column of air pendant from a
cumulombus cloud and touches the ground.

A violent, rotating column of air which does not touch the
ground and is usually pendant from cumulonimbus cloud

An isolated lowering of the thunderstorm base -- possibly
with signs of rotation

Size Inch
Diameter

Precipitation in form of balls or irregular lumps of ice
produced by convective clouds and larger than roughly 1/4
inch

A sudden brief increase in the speed of the wind --
usually reported when over 18 MPH

Damage caused by straight line particularly
structural damage or to trees and/or utility poles

Reducing visibility and causing ponding or flooding of
road surfaces

Flood that rises and falls quite rapidly with little or no
advance warning usually as a result of intense rainfall
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