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In This Issue...

60 Meters works in the U.K! • Amateurs come to the aid of our near north neighbors • Fun again at JOTA • and more!
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Heil presents commemorative microphones to Queen Mary club station 

Amateur Radio manufacturer Bob Heil, K9EID, of Heil Sound Ltd, and rocker Joe Walsh, WB6ACU, of the Eagles presented special commemorative microphones to the W6RO Amateur Radio club station aboard the Queen Mary. The July 27 presentation in the radio room of the ship, berthed in Long Beach, California, honored 23 years of continuous operation of W6RO by the Associated Radio Amateurs of Long Beach. “The new microphones are an exact replica of the broadcast microphones used by radio stations and recording studios during the years the Queen Mary was at sea,” Heil said. The Queen Mary is a popular Southern California attraction, and W6RO is on the air daily. The six new microphones were built by Heil Sound Ltd specifically for W6RO. Heil Sound, of Fairview Heights, Illinois, specializes in audio equipment for the Amateur Radio and personal communications markets.

Nearly 50 people – including ARRL Los Angeles Section Manager Phineas Icenbice, W6BF, and ARRL Southeastern Division Vice Director Sandy Donahue, W4RU – attended. More information, including audio of Walsh’s presentation, is on the Heil Sound Web site http://www.heilsound.com.

UK “FIVEMEGGERS” ENJOYING EXPERIMENTAL ACTIVITY 

The so-called “Fivemegs Experiment” in the United Kingdom got off to an enthusiastic start in early August. Several amateur stations wasted no time in obtaining the required Notice of Variance – or NoV – to operate as   part of the experiment to investigate band propagation. The Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) announced in July that the Radiocommunications Agency (RA) and the UK’s Ministry of Defence have granted permission to allocate five frequencies in the range 5250 kHz to 5450 kHz.

“We now have over 200 Full Class A license holders authorized to operate on the five spot frequencies,” said RSGB Spectrum Director Gordon Adams, G3LEQ, who’s directing the experiment. Frequencies available in the UK are 5260, 5280, 5290, 5400 and 5405 kHz. Gordon says 5400 kHz is serving as a calling channel, but UK stations have been looking for US experimental activity on 5260 kHz. Activity in the UK has been on upper sideband.

Responding to an ARRL petition earlier this year, the FCC has proposed allocating 5250 to 5400 kHz to US amateurs on a secondary basis. US operation under the ARRL’s WA2XSY Experimental license continues on an occasional basis. Charly Harpole, K4VUD – a WA2XSY participant in Florida – reports that Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, in England confirmed reception of Harpole’s 5-MHz CW signal on August 8 at 0200 UTC.

A transatlantic two-way on 5 MHz is the next logical step, but it’s unclear if WA2XSY participants are permitted to work the UK experimenters within the scope of the WA2XSY license. The ARRL is researching that question. In the meantime, crossband contacts remain an alternative.

As propagation indicators, the UK experimenters are listening for WWCR, an international shortwave broadcaster at 5070 kHz. He advised WA2XSY experimental stations in the US to check for USB stations RAF Volmet on 5450 kHz and Shannon Volmet on 5505 kHz.

Tim Kirby, G4VXE, was one of the first UK amateurs to receive a NoV on August 5. “Within a few minutes he was on the air using a 100-W transceiver and an end-fed wire tuned for the 5-MHz band,” the RSGB reported. He worked several other stations in England and Wales on his first day of operation. The RSGB said Kirby’s first impression of 5-MHz propagation was that UK signals seem to be consistent throughout the day and evening and that signals were better on 60 meters than on 40 meters for certain paths.

For more information on the UK experimental activity on 5 MHz, visit The Fivemegs Experiment page http://www.rsgb.org/licensing/fivemegs/fivemegs.htm on the RSGB Web site.
[image: image7.jpg]‘You never seen & ham'apérator before?’





Editorial

by Bruce A. Epperson, KA9H

The weather is turning cooler these beautiful days of October. The leaves are turning colors other than those to which we have grown accustomed during the summer. That is to say to something other than some shade of green.

Yes, autumn is upon us and all I can think of is that it is time to make my antennas ship shape before that white and icy stuff flies. That and the time I will be able to spend in the shack when it is too cold outdoors to do anything else.

………….
--…     …--  ,    -..  .    -.-  .-  ----.  ….

The treasurer’s computer:

by Dale Travis, AG9H

Members: East 34; West 3; Associate 78; Newsletter 7; Retired 30

Balances: Checking $5264.18; Cash $0.00; ANL fund = $119.00

Distributed as: Club $1197.88; Equipment $1187.59; Repeater $1733.41; Packet $1145.30

For the period August 23, 2002 thru September 20, 2002:

Income: Dues $0.00; Club $0.92 Eqp $100.84 Rptr $1.34; Pkt $0.88; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $0.00; Eqp $0.00; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00

Board Meeting Minutes

by Joe Kilar, WB9THV

September 10, 2002
Attendees:

   Bruce Epperson (KA9H), President,

   Chuck Doose (KB9UMF), Vice-President,

   Joe Kilar (WB9THV), Secretary,

   Dale Travis (AG9H), Treasurer,

   Dick Konecny (K9IB), Director.

Joe had written and e-mailed a newsletter article about the proposed constitution change (changing a Board meeting quorum from 5 to 4 members). However, Bruce had not received it so it did not make the September newsletter. Joe gave Bruce a hardcopy and will also e-mailed it again. The article will appear in the October newsletter. Therefore to provide adequate notice, the membership vote will take place at the November general meeting.

We reviewed finances and found we are able to absorb the postage rate increase with the current dues. A motion was made to retain the same dues for 2003 as for 2002 ($3 for full members and $5 for associates). The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

We discussed the current situation regarding the repeater antenna.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION 

by Joe Kilar, Secretary (WB9THV) 

Typically several times a year, the club board is unable to conduct an official business meeting because a quorum as defined in the Constitution is not present. Many other organizations nowadays specify 50% or even fewer for a quorum. In line with this, the eight member board proposes and endorses the following change to Article IV of the club Constitution.

Current Wording: “The By-Laws shall provide for regular club and Board of Directors meetings. At the Board of Directors meetings, five (5) Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.”

Proposed New Wording: “The By-Laws shall provide for regular club and Board of Directors meetings. At the Board of Directors meetings, four (4) Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.”

In line with Article VII of the Constitution regarding amendments, copies of this proposed amendment to the Constitution are published herein and will be available at the October regular club meeting. The vote to approve this amendment will be taken at the November regular club meeting.
CLUB TO HELP ONCE AGAIN AT JOTA OUTING

by Bruce A. Epperson, KA9H

Once again this year certain members of our club will contribute their talents to the combined effort put forth by several local clubs during the Jamboree On The Air.

They will join members of the DuPage Amateur Radio Club as well as the Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs at Hummer Park in Downers Grove this coming October 19th from 9a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Scouts will have demonstrated to them various aspects of amateur radio including but not limited to slow scan television, packet/APRS, morse code, HF ssb, ATV and fox hunting.

If you have the time please stop by and either help with the demonstrations or just help to explain our fascinating hobby to a great group of kids.
AMATEURS CONVERGE TO HELP TORNADO-STRICKEN TOWN 

An Amateur Radio Emergency Service team is on the scene in the northwestern Wisconsin community of Ladysmith, which was devastated by a tornado on Labor Day. ARRL Wisconsin Section Manager Don Michalski, W9IXG, reports that the first wave of ARES volunteers arrived in the Rusk County town of nearly 4000 inhabitants at 10 PM Monday, within hours of the tornado.

Reports indicated that the tornado arrived with little or no warning. “We were lucky that this hit on a holiday, when the business district was closed,” Michalski remarked. The Ladysmith tornado was one of four that touched down in the Badger State on Labor Day, but it was by far the most damaging. Gov Scott McCallum has declared a state of emergency in Rusk County. Gov McCallum toured Ladysmith on September 3.

Jim Staatz, KG9RA, reports that members of the Eau Claire Amateur Radio Club and the Tri County Repeater Association have been providing communication support for the American Red Cross and The Salvation Army.

In addition, Paul Brooten, KB9TYC, of the Tri County Repeater Association reports that the Barron County American Red Cross Amateur Radio Club and the NORWESCO ARES/RACES team from Washburn County also have been involved in assisting the relief organizations. Eau Claire County Emergency Coordinator Rob Indrebo, KB9SDF, also has been among those assisting.

The Salvation Army reports that its emergency disaster relief personnel immediately went into action following the tornado that also left hundreds without shelter and thousands without electricity. “Two Salvation Army canteens have been roving the area offering aid, including meals and crisis counseling, to residents and relief workers,” a Salvation Army news release stated. The Salvation Army said it also was providing residents with vouchers to replace prescriptions, clothing and other necessary items lost in the tornado.

The severe weather that moved across Wisconsin also spawned two tornadoes in Marathon County – one in Brokaw, near Wausau, and one near Athens – as well as in the Fond du Lac County town of Brandon. Wind damage was reported in several other communities.

Wisconsin Emergency Management reports that the tornado that hit Ladysmith cut a swath some 14 to 16 blocks long and 2 to 4 blocks wide, destroying numerous businesses and homes. There were no reports of fatalities, but some 60 people were injured. Most were treated and released. Search and rescue operations continued throughout the evening of Labor Day. Crews this week worked to restore power, and all roads were reported open.


VINTAGE 1AW QSL BRINGS RECORD PRICE 

We’re not certain if ARRL co-founder and first president Hiram Percy Maxim would have been proud or surprised to know that one of his old 1AW QSLs apparently set a price record for the sale of a single QSL card. A 1923-vintage HPM 1AW card recently went for $2,125 on the eBay auction site http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=2131624991.

Neither the seller nor the buyer have been identified, but ARRL member Paul Cassel, VE3SY, of Petersburg, Ontario, Canada, acted as the sale agent and posted the card on the auction site.

“The winning bidder is in California and is a very serious QSL collector,” he said after the auction closed. Cassel pledged to donate half of his sale commission to the W1AW Endowment Fund http://www.arrl.org/endoww1aw.html.

The 1AW card appears to verify reception of 9CTR on a wavelength of 193 meters rather than a two-way contact. “You were calling another 9,” Maxim wrote in the card’s “Remarks” section. Although the card proclaims “American Radio Relay League Station 1AW” across the top, the now-famous call sign was Maxim’s own personal call sign at the time, not the League’s, and Maxim operated from his home on Hartford.

Until the 1AW card sale, Cassel says the highest known price paid for a single QSL card was more than $1100 for an AC4YN QSL from the Tibet DXpedition of Sir Evan Nepean, G5YN, who died last March at age 92.
HAMSHOPPER.COM, A GOOD IDEA

from QRZ.com

That last time I purchased a radio, I looked for over an hour at all of the ham radio dealer sites to see who had the best price.

Then I thought, why isn’t there a site that has comparison pricing for ham radios? I know they have comparison shopping sites for just about everything else, so why not ham radios?

That’s when I decided to create HamShopper.com. A totally new site for people who are looking for the best price on the hottest radios.

We don’t sell any radios, we simply provide a free resource to find the best price on the net. We have a database of dealers and update prices weekly at this time. Things we are looking at doing in the future are, dealer ratings, featured dealers that make special offers for site viewers, and dealer of the month!

I hope you take a minute and visit the site, and use it to buy your next ham radio.

Please register when you visit the site, which will enable you to access the advanced features, and keep up to date with site updates, etc.

Thank You,

K1CWB

Webmaster

http://www.HamShopper.com

The Last ½ Page – Mostly About Us

Mil’s Corner for October

	01
	W9MKJ
	Bill
	Darien, IL

	01
	WB7NHS
	Doug
	Idaho Falls, ID

	02
	K9FAT
	Jim
	Romeoville, IL

	03
	K9VIX
	Vicki
	Downers Grove, IL

	05
	K0RTF
	Bruce
	Decorah, IA

	06
	W9KJA
	Clem
	LaGrange Park, IL

	06
	N7NHF
	Robin
	Idaho Falls, ID

	07
	WA9TLT
	Clarence
	Villa Park, IL

	08
	K9JON
	Ronald
	Glenwood, IL

	11
	WB9IRH
	Howard
	Western Springs, IL

	11
	W9GBL
	Jim
	Yorkville, IL

	13
	KB9CYL
	Jim
	Orland Park, IL

	20
	WB9PGO
	Lewis
	Glen Ellyn, IL

	22
	N9TEB
	Jim
	Willowbrook, IL

	31
	N9JTV
	James
	Wilmington, IL


REMINDERS:
CLUB BREAKFAST:

Always the 2nd Sat. of each month, 8:30 AM. This month it is the 9th at:

Old(Country Buffet(
The Grove Shopping Center

1410 West 75th St. ● Downers Grove, IL  60516.

CLUB NETS:
Thru our Club Repeater 145.19.

SKYWARN NET:
7 PM / Denny, W9DS

(Mondays in season).

THE CLUB’S 9PM NET:
every Monday with


Roger Adams, WA9PUE.

THE NIGHT PATROL:
every night at 10:30 PM


with Paul, W9FNM.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB:
every morning 8 am.

THE NOONTIME NET:
every weekday at noon.
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(THIS RACCOON COST ABOUT $40,000.  IT DAMAGED A 13.8 KV POWER LINE.  OUCH!)

For Sale:
BK Precision
Model 1540 Dual Input 40MHz Rectangular CRT. Works Good, $100.00

Contact:
Al Svirmickas  708 – 633 – 0545 alsimca@hotmail.com
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WHAT WAS HEARD JUST THE OTHER DAY.

(or at least what I can remember anyway.)

by C. Ennit Meiwiegh
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(That is the LAST TIME I trust valet parking!)

There is word around that the 440 repeater project received a large shot in the arm when several pieces of commercial UHF equipment was donated to the club.

There is also word that the two meter machine may be moved to a better location to help with the coverage problem. More on that in the future.
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(What not to do to protect a circuit from overcurrent.)
Argonne Amateur Radio Club

Bldg. 222   Room A253

Argonne, IL  60439



















