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In This Issue...

TVs getting their revenge? • Perseverance pays off for Panamanian amateurs • and more!
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CLUB MEETING

The July meeting of AARC will be the Evening under the Stars presentation given by our own Chuck Vesely and his wife Ann. Please see the attached flier for that announcement.

MIGRATING RV TV AMPLIFIERS BRINGING INTERFERENCE WITH THEM:

As many recreational vehicle owners make their seasonal trek northward, unintentional radio interference may be hitchhiking.

As reported in February 2001 http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2001/02/14/3, certain amplified TV antennas have been found to produce interference in the 400-500 MHz range that could cause problems for Public Safety and Amateur Radio systems. Winegard has been replacing its offending Sensar antenna units at no cost. See the Winegard Web site http://www.winegard.com/products/mobile/sensar_customers.html for details.

The FCC’s Dave Galosky in the Office of Engineering and Technology says Winegard estimates there still may be thousands of defective units in the field. Boat and RV owners using these antennas may experience interference to onboard systems, such as GPS.

According to the FCC, similar antennas from three other manufacturers also produce interference. The RadioShack RS 1624 – made by TDP Electronics – transmits a spurious emission at 468 MHz and at its second harmonic, 936 MHz. The Shakespeare Seawatch 2050 antenna and an unspecified antenna model made by RCA/Thompson also have been reported to generate similar interference, the FCC says.
PANAMA AMATEURS RECOVER LOST BANDS:

Amateurs in Panama (HP) again have access to 30 meters as well as to most UHF bands they’d lost two years ago.

The restrictions resulted from a revised National Plan of Frequency Allocations put into place in March 2000 by the Public Services Regulatory Entity – Panama’s FCC. Enrique Preciado, HP1IBF, credited restoration of the bands to the tenacious efforts of the Radio Club of Panama (HP1RCP) and of many individual amateurs in the Central American nation.

Preciada said that after lengthy discussions, debates and public hearings, Panama’s amateurs convinced authorities to reconsider the value of amateur activity to the community – as well as the importance of having Panama’s regulations conform to international conventions and agreements that it had already signed. Only one was not restored to amateur use – 33 cm (902-028 MHz). The other bands restored included amateur allocations at 1.2 GHz and higher.

“We learned a lesson that we radio amateurs ought to use our space in the spectrum, care for and protect it very jealously, if we want our hobby to survive,” Preciado told ARRL. – Jon Siverling, WB3ERA/ARRL.
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Editorial

by Bruce A. Epperson, KA9H

Sweet and sour all at the same time. Field Day is over. Sweet because all the work and sweat! are over but sour because the fun and camaraderie are over as well. It was good this year even with the bands being only so-so and the weather so hot. More on the F.D. operations next month.

I hope one and all come out for the Evening Under The Stars program. It works out so nice with dinner and the program afterward it is something that is hard to miss. And Chuck and Ann work so hard putting it all together the more that attend the more fun had by all.
The treasurer’s computer:

by Dale Travis, AG9H

Members: East 32; West 3; Associate 77; Newsletter 8; Retired 30

Balances: Checking $5743.70; Cash $20.00; ANL fund = $62.00

Distributed as: Club $1541.69; Equipment $1085.04; Repeater $1974.34; Packet $1142.63

For the period May 22, 2002 thru June 17, 2002:

Income: Dues $0.00; Club $1.18; Eqp $0.83 Rptr $1.51; Pkt $0.88; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $17.00; Eqp $0.00; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00

Board Meeting Minutes

by Joe Kilar, WB9THV

June 11, 2002

Attendees:

   Chuck Doose (KB9UMF), Vice-President,

   Joe Kilar (WB9THV), Secretary,

   Dennis Kelly (K9LJK), Director,

   Loren Thompson (KB9CTJ), Director.

Chuck called the meeting to order but then had to adjourn it since we didn’t have a quorum.

We did have an informal discussion. Joe suggested that we consider a constitution change reducing the 5 member quorum requirement to 50% (4 of the 8 Board members) as many organizations do.

Joe stated that Dale was unable to attend today because he is out of town. He also reported that he had received about a dozen forms from full members signing up for the periodicals distribution lists.

He will forward the final lists to the routers on June 17. Chuck reported on Field Day preparations. He and Bruce are making arrangements for three Field Day volunteers who are not employees to come on-site for the event. Plans are in the works to check out the equipment before the event. There will be a GOTA (Get On The Air) station. This new ARRL designated station replaces the previous novice/technician station. We will be operating category 2A.

OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY INTERFERENCE CASE RESOLVED 

In what FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth called “a textbook example” of FCC-ARRL cooperation, a case of strange interference involving a power company and an AM broadcast station has been substantially resolved. As a result of their follow-up investigation, six Cincinnati-area amateurs were awarded the ARRL Certificate of Merit.

In January, the FCC wrote Cincinnati AM radio station WLW and Cinergy Corp – the electric utility serving the region – to help resolve the unusual and longstanding interference situation that was affecting local amateurs.

Apparently spurious signals associated with WLW transmissions had been monitored over a wide area and frequency range and were severely affecting some amateur bands.

The investigation focused on utility towers carrying 345-kV lines in the vicinity of the WLW broadcast tower. Jay Adrick, K8CJY – a member of the amateur team involved in tracking down the problem and one of those honored – explained at the Dayton ARRL Forum earlier in May that the primary problem seemed to stem from so-called static lines on the towers, which do not carry electrical power.

The static lines, he pointed out, were not sufficiently RF-bonded to the tower structure. “They’re actually loose-fitted,” he said. “At 60 Hz, it’s a reasonable ground.” But at RF, it acted as a non-linear junction, and the static wires acted as a huge antenna. The result was something that sounded a bit like a spark gap modulated by WLW’s audio on several amateur bands.

Success did not come easily, and mop-up operations continue. Hollingsworth called the situation “a history-making RF interference case” that generated more investigative analysis than any other case in his years with the FCC.

Ohio ARRL Section Manager Joe Phillips, K8QOE, said the local amateurs brought the matter to the FCC’s attention after working with WLW and Cinergy for almost two years to pin down the cause of the spurious signals.

Honored with certificates at the ARRL Forum in Dayton in addition to Adrick were team leader Bob Reiff, WA8ULW; Ted Homan, WB8WFG; Herb Nichols, W3EOA; Geoff Mendenhall, W8GNM; and Paul Jellison, WD8KMX.

Jellison is regional engineering manager of Clear Channel Communications which owns WLW. Also honored were non-amateurs Jeff Antoni and Kelly McMahan, both of Cinergy Corporation.

The certificates were signed by ARRL Great Lakes Division Director George Race, WB8BGY, and ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI, who assisted in the efforts to resolve the interference situation. The amateurs were cited for “creating an example of longtime and continuing corporate-amateur radio cooperation in an interference abatement of high power RF signals.”

Though some interference remains, Phillips said, the local amateurs and both corporations discovered many possible sources of trouble and have established a working procedure for clearing them up.

“Saying the interference is all cleared up would be foolhardy given the complex nature of the engineering involved,” said Phillips, who recommended the awards, “but the two words that describe this historic work would be ‘patience works.’”

Under FCC Part 15 and Part 73 rules, incidental noise radiated by power company equipment or spurious emissions from a broadcast transmitter must be corrected if they cause harmful interference to radio communications.

The Last ½ Page – Mostly About Us

Right about now I think this furry little guy would pay just about anything for a little air conditioning.    C.E.M.
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WHAT WAS HEARD JUST THE OTHER DAY.

(or at least what I can remember anyway.)

by C. Ennit Meiwiegh

The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was trying to persuade them each to buy a copy of the group picture. “Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up and say, “There’s Jennifer, she’s a lawyer,” or “That’s Michael, he’s a doctor.’”

A small voice at the back of the room rang out, “And there’s the teacher, she’s dead.”




REMINDERS:
CLUB BREAKFAST:

Always the 2nd Sat. of each month, 8:30 AM. This month it is the 13th at:

Old(Country Buffet(
PLEASE NOTE

THE NEW LOCATION FOR THIS MONTH:

59th Street and LaGrange Road In LaGrange.

CLUB NETS:
Thru our Club Repeater 145.19.

SKYWARN NET:
7 PM / Denny, W9DS

(Mondays in season).

THE CLUB’S 9PM NET:
every Monday with


Roger Adams, WA9PUE.

THE NIGHT PATROL:
every night at 10:30 PM


with Paul, W9FNM.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB:
every morning 8 am.

THE NOONTIME NET:
every weekday at noon.

A VERY SPECIAL EVENT:

FEATURING

A SLIDE PRESENTATION

AND FINE FELLOWSHIP

BY

BY ANNE & CHUCK VESELY

630-964-5768

18TH ANNUAL “EVENING UNDER THE STARS – 2002”

FEATURING “ZIMBABWE”

Come and enjoy our 18th annual “Evening Under the Stars” with us. It will be an evening of fellowship, good eating, and our newest slide program. Please bring a favorite dish to pass, such as a salad, casserole, or desert. The pot-luck dinner AND program will be held at St. John Lutheran Church, 7214 Cass Avenue, Darien, Illinois. This is a great location which is large enough for everyone to bring guests, if they wish.


DATE:
Saturday July 27, 2001


TIME:
7:00 P.M. – SMORGASBORD


LOCATION:
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH



7214 Cass Avenue, Darien, Illinois


PROGRAM:
“ZIMBABWE”

We will take you to this interesting country of Zimbabwe in Southern Africa. We visit the cities, suburbs, and countryside to witness the way of life of the natives and remaining white population. We experience the natural beauty of this semi-tropical land with its exotic flowers and trees, the Imire Safari Farm and Game Reserve where we enjoy close contact with the wild animals, and the fabulous Victoria Falls, “THE SMOKE THAT THUNDERS”, as the natives call the Falls.

FEATURING

A SLIDE PRESENTATION

AND FINE FELLOWSHIP



















