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RADIOACTIVITIES

Newsletter of the Argonne Amateur Radio Club
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In This Issue...

Spark signals in the 21st century!? • I’m a junkie and radio is the fix • A really tough place to put up an antenna! • and more!
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CLUB MEETING

The February meeting of the AARC will be held at the Argonne Clubhouse on the 26th of the month, 7 p.m. sharp. Personnel from the National Weather Service will present to us the training to become a weatherspotter. Reference materials as well as visual demonstrations will be presented. This will be the Skywarn presentation so many of us look forward to every year.

Here are the directions on how to get to the meeting:
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SPARK GAP SIGNAL HEARD FOR HUNDREDS OF MILES:
David Wilson, VE3BBN, reports his commemorative spark gap transmissions December 12 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Marconi’s 1901 transatlantic experiments were heard hundreds of miles away.

Wilson, who lives near Niagara Falls, Ontario, built a low-power rotary spark transmitter and secured permission from Industry Canada (that country’s FCC equivalent) to use it briefly on 80 meters.

He transmitted “MARCONI S” twice a minute and said he got more than 450 reports but estimated that only about 60 of them were valid. “The best distance was Kansas City,” he said – some 850 miles away.

He noted that the majority of the reports were in the 200 to 400-mile range. Additional information, photos and audio of what his transmitter sounds like are available on the “Spark Gap Transmitter Signals for Marconi Centennial” Web site http://www.qsl.net/g4rfr/marconi.htm.

ALMOST – BUT NOT QUITE – 2 MILLION CARDS IN 2001: 

ARRL QSL Service Manager Martin Cook, N1FOC, reports that the final shipment of 138,925 QSL cards on December 31, 2001, brought the total for the year to 1,932,315 cards. “This is 63,420 more than last year,” Cook said. The upswing in the number of QSL cards handled via the outgoing QSL service over the past couple of years has roughly corresponded with the current solar cycle peak.
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Editorial

by Bruce A. Epperson, KA9H

Ah, winter is in full swing and so is the DX, what with band conditions being so good. I guess I am not much of an awards hunter but every time I look at the stack of cards on my operating desk it makes me think about putting in for a few. It wouldn’t hurt to have a few nice pieces of “wallpaper” to brighten up the shack.

The six meter yagi at my qth did well when one Sunday before church I had a little time before I had to go and I decided to turn on the rig for a bit. I busied myself filling out some qsl cards, not bothering to look carefully at the rig. I listened to what I thought was 20 meter chatter. It took my puzzlement over the pileup on a VE5 to take a look at the rig and realize that it was on 6 meters and not 20. I was almost late to church but succeeded in working several WL7s, a VY1 (N.W. Territories) a VO1 and a OX3 (Greenland). Busy and satisfying hour you bet!

Let’s get those membership app’s in to Dale as soon as possible if you have not already. Swamp him with work! His wife will love it!
--…     …--  ,    -..  .    -.-  .-  ----.  ….

The treasurer’s computer:

by Dale Travis, AG9H

Members: East 35; West 4; Associate 86; Newsletter 9; Retired 31

Balances: Checking $5660.60; Cash $58.00; ANL fund = $0.00

Distributed as: Club $1510.89; Equipment $1069.83; Repeater $1947.69; Packet $1132.19

For the period December 16, 2001 thru January 24, 2002:

Income: Dues $169.00; Club $74.27; Eqp $4.88 Rptr $41.59; Pkt $7.93; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $188.46; Eqp $0.00; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00

38% of the full members and 48% of the associate members have signed up for 2002. There should be another 2002 membership application form included with this newsletter if you have not already signed up. If there is an X in the lower right corner of the mailing label, you have not paid for 2002 according to my records. For those who have not signed up for 2002 by the publication time of the March newsletter, this will be your last newsletter. The March newsletter will contain a rerun of the access codes for the repeater and membership lists. The membership lists will consist of three lists: 1) full list sorted by last name, 2) e-mail list sorted by call suffix, and 3) full list sorted by call suffix with addresses and phone numbers. These lists will contain the names of the members who have signed up for 2002 at the time that I print the list, which will be about February 20.

Board Meeting Minutes

by Joe Kilar, WB9THV

January 15, 2002

Attendees:


Bruce Epperson (KA9H), President,


Chuck Doose (KB9UMF), Vice-President,


Joe Kilar (WB9THV), Secretary,


Dale Travis (AG9H), Treasurer,


Dennis Kelly (K9LJK), Director,


Dick Konecny (K9IB), Director,


Jim Specht (W9GBL), Director,


Loren Thompson (KB9CTJ), Director.

Appointment of Directors for 2002: Per the newest constitution, Jim Specht and Dick Konecny are automatically on the board due to their positions as club license custodian and repeater chairman.

The officers unanimously elected Dennis Kelly and Loren Thompson as the two directors for 2002 appointed by the officers.

Donation: Bruce reported that Jim Klick donated a number of amateur radio books to the club. We decided to list the books in the next newsletter with availability to members on a first-come, first-serve basis. We thank Jim for his contribution.

Membership Survey: Joe distributed copies of his latest proposed survey based on comments received to the first draft. We decided to list the bands and modes on the third question so they could be readily checked off by the respondents. Otherwise it looked fine to everyone. There is an additional question for former members asking why they left the club. We decided that besides e-mailing the survey to current and former full members at Argonne, we would also mail it with the

March newsletter to the retired and auxiliary members to solicit their opinions as well.

Field Day Incentive: As an incentive for Field Day participation by club members, we authorized Bruce to purchase ten ARRL official Field Day T-shirts. They will be given to the first ten club members who attend and participate in Field Day. Further details will be announced later.

Meeting Dates: The February meeting will be the annual SkyWarn meeting to be held on February 26 at 7:00 in the Fieldhouse. The deadline for February newsletter items being forwarded to Bruce is January 25.

NEW AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNA INSTALLED IN SPACE.

Amateur Radio on the International Space Station got a new antenna January 14, thanks to a spacewalk by Expedition 4 crew members Yuri Onufrienko, RK3DUO, and Carl Walz, KC5TIE. Another of new ARISS ham antenna – there are four in all – could be installed January 25.

“It was beautiful to watch,” ARISS Board Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, said. “It went like clockwork, everything deploying just as it was supposed to.”

While crewmate Dan Bursch, KD5PNU, operated the robotic arm and monitored and videotaped the spacewalk – or EVA – from inside the ISS,

Onufrienko and Walz first relocated a Russian Strela cargo crane used to maneuver equipment and spacewalkers. Then, they installed the flexible-tape VHF-UHF Amateur Radio antenna on a handrail at the end of the Zvezda Service Module – the crew’s living quarters. The new VHF-UHF antenna is the first one designed for and dedicated specifically to support ARISS operations.

Installation of the new antenna on Zvezda paves the way for two separate ham stations aboard Space Station Alpha. The ARISS initial ham station gear – single-band hand-held transceivers for 2 meters and 70 cm – now is installed in the Zarya Functional Cargo Block.

Tentative plans call for a 2-meter station to remain in Zarya, while a second 70-cm station will be set up in Zvezda using the newly installed antenna.

ARISS ARRL representative Rosalie White, K1STO, said she, too, was pleased to see this phase of the project coming together. “We started all this in 1998 – and now we have a permanent antenna on the outside of the station,” she said. “Pretty cool.”

Bauer congratulated the ARISS international team for their assistance in the antenna project. “We have taken our ideas, concepts and vision and transformed them into reality,” he said.

ARISS is a collaboration of ARRL, AMSAT and NASA. For more information, visit the ARISS Web site, http://ariss.gsfc.nasa.gov.

CONFESSIONS OF A RADIO JUNKIE

by Charles Doose, KB9UMF

I’ve been interested in electronics as far back as I can remember. My Dad owned a TV/Radio repair shop so I had been indoctrinated in electronics at an early age. When I was in grade school I built a small crystal set radio so I could listen to the ball game during school. Other kids had found out and wanted in on the action, so I began building and selling these diminutive sets for my classmates. That lasted until the inevitable happened; the teacher caught us.
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I started working for my Dad in eighth grade and continued for the next fourteen years. During my time at the shop I learned a great deal about repairing consumer electronics. In those day (1969) although transistor radios had been around since the late 50’s, transistors had just begun to be used in TV’s so I was able to gain valuable experience on tube equipment.

Every once in a while we would get an old radio from the 20’s or 30’s in for repair. One of my Dad’s employees was delegated to the “old stuff” because he had been repairing radios since the 20’s. I was always intrigued by the way old radios were designed, they were so different than the radios of my time. So when Mr. Queen would be working on one of these old radios I always stuck my nose in to see what I could learn.

At that time I never thought about collecting old radios, I had other things to keep me busy; girls, cars, and motorcycles.

Time went on and I began my employment at Argonne. In my spare time I worked on a few VCR’s and TV’s for friends but didn’t do much more than that in the way of electronics. Then one day in August of 1995 a friend of mine at Argonne said “There’s a big antique radio swap meet out at Elgin this week. Do you want to check it out?”

I said “sure sounds like fun.”

This swap meet I was later to learn, was the Antique Radio Club of Illinois annual “Radiofest” one of the big three meets in the USA. The next day I got up at 6:00 AM and met my friend at the Elgin Holiday Inn at 7:00 AM. When I got there and started looking around I couldn’t believe it. There were hundreds of people selling thousands of radios and radio related paraphernalia. Many of the sets I had remembered seeing or working on at my Dad’s shop, but many more were sets I had never seen or heard of before. I was just amazed. The day before I had no intentions of buying anything, but once I saw all the great radios I just had to have at least one. I ended up buying a 1929 Atwater Kent model 46 ($25) and a model F-4A ($40) speaker. This is an AC powered TRF (Tuned Radio Frequency) set. I was always interested in TRF’s when I was young so I thought it would be fun to see how the model 46 would perform. The AK 46 tube compliment consisted of 1 UX-280 rectifier, 3 UX-226 RF amplifiers, 1 UX-227 detector, 1 UX- 226 audio driver, and 2 UX-171 push-pull audio outputs. The set I bought was very clean but it was missing a few tubes, so after looking around for a while I found a man with all the tubes I needed for around $3 each.

Atwater Kent model 46

I went home that afternoon and couldn’t wait to dig into the set and get it going. This was the beginning of a kind of addiction because now I have a basement full of antique radios and parts and for some reason this stuff just keeps following me home. I originally concentrated on 1920’s battery operated and TRF radios, then progressed to 1930’s cathedral and tombstone models. I then acquired some ham radio boatanchor receivers, which then “sparked” the impetus to get my amateur radio license.

Some people might ask why collect that old junk? Well for me I just plain like the old wooden tube radios. I enjoy bringing them back to life and being the temporary custodian of these relics of a by gone era. Hopefully when I’m gone someone else will take over the custodianship and preserve them for generations to come.

In up coming articles I will briefly outline the history of early radio, describe in detail some of the popular broadcast receivers from the 20’s and 30’s, and then share some of my experiences with a few boatanchor transmitters and receivers from the 50’s 60’s and 70’s. I will also have links to some of the wonderful antique radio websites.

The Last ½ Page – Mostly About Us

Mil’s Corner for Febuary

10
N9QGU
Bob
Willowbrook, IL

10
K9GF
George
Berwyn, IL

25
K9AGY
Charles
Chicago Ridge, IL

26
W9MVP
John
Park Ridge, IL

27
K9ZE
Ron
Elburn, IL
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This is my dog Liberace. I call him that because he is the peeingest.     C.E.M.

WHAT WAS HEARD JUST THE OTHER DAY.

(or at least what I can remember anyway.)

by C. Ennit Meiwiegh

A man goes to his doctor for a complete checkup. He hasn’t been feeling well and wants to find out if he’s ill. After the checkup, the doctor comes out with the results of the examination.

“I’m afraid I have some bad news. You’re dying and you don’t have much time,” the doctor says.

“Oh no, that’s terrible! How long have I got?” the man asks.

“10...” says the doctor.

“10? 10 what? 10 months? 10 weeks? 10 what?!” he asks desperately.

“... 9... 8... 7...”

REMINDERS: CLUB BREAKFAST: Always the 2nd Sat. of each month, 8:30 AM (see above). This month it is the 9th at:

(Old Country Buffet(.

The Grove Shopping center

1410 West 75th Street  ●  Downers Grove, IL

60516.

CLUB NETS: Thru our Club Repeater 145.19.

SKYWARN NET: 7 PM / Denny, W9DS
(Mondays in season).

THE CLUB’S 9PM NET: every Monday with

Roger Adams, WA9PUE.


THE NIGHT PATROL: every night at 10:30 PM with Paul, W9FNM.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB: every morning 8 am.

THE NOONTIME NET: every weekday at noon.

Word on the grapevine is there will be 2002 Field Day T-shirts for the first ten participating members at Field Day this year.         Very Nice!
“Honey, it’s just too hot to wear clothes today,” Jack said to his wife as he stepped out of the shower. “What do you think the neighbors would think if I mowed the lawn like this?”

“They’d probably think I married you for your money,” she replied.

HAMFEST!       23 Feb 2002

LPARC Cabin Fever Hamfest

LaPorte, IN ARC

http://www.geocities.com/K9JSI

Contact: Neil Straub, WZ9N

PO Box 30

LaPorte, IN 46352

Phone: 219-324-7525

Email: nstraub@worldkey.ne



































