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In This Issue...
THERE IS A PHILANTHROPIST IN OUR MIDST • VE TEST SESSION GOES WELL • TEN METER LONGPATH AND SUNSPOTS MIX • FROM TECHNICIAN TO GENERAL

Club meeting

The meeting will be on Tuesday March 14th, at 12 noon in the Building 212 conference room. The program is not known at this time.

A Very Generous Donation
One of our Associate members, who wishs to remain anonymous, has donated an extra $100.00 in addition to his dues. He wants this generous donation to be used to allow any licensed grammar school, high school or full time college student wanting to be a member of the AARC to be a member at no cost. It is available for this purpose.

With overwhelming unanimous agreement the officers and board members decided to immediately implement a plan to use this donation in the way stipulated by the donor. As it turns out some of the officers and board members have an inside track in getting the plan moving ahead.

It was also unanimously agreed amongst officers and board that we extend a warm THANK YOU to you (you know who you are) for your gift.
AARC VE SESSION NETS A NEW TECHNICIAN

On February 25th the VE team of KA9BIO Chuck, W9DS Deni, and WA9PUE Roger, gave examinations to four candidates with three achieving a passing mark. The night ended with a new Technician class licensee. Anyone desiring to upgrade their license? Then call 630-986-0061 for the next examination date.

TEN METER LONGPATH AND MY TRUSTY CROSSBOW III

by Deni Lamoreaux, W9DS

The best ten meter antenna that I have ever used is the Radio Shack Archer Crossbow III, three element wide spaced yagi beam. It has a forward gain of ~8db and a front to back ration of ~25db. Unfortunately the antenna has not been on the market since about 1985. It was designed to be placed twenty feet or more above a roof. Mine was mounted ten feet above the chimney and rotated by a heavy-duty Archer rotor, also long out of stock, and fed with RG8.

I discovered some unusual things during the 1980's using this antenna and my trusty FT-101B. At a total of only twenty-five feet above ground the antenna performed exceptionally well.

When the solar flux is 90 or higher, heard on a WWV report 18 minutes after the hour, place your beam pointing southeast (during spring and summer) and you can work Europe about 1100 to 1200 UTC using backscatter before the direct path opens.

When near the spring or fall equinox the direction would be due south or north. During summer use a NW/SE line in the a.m. and NE/SW in the p.m. In winter use the opposite or NE/SW in the a.m. and NW/SE in the p.m.

Signals can arrive with a displaced azimuth of 60 degrees. Pole paths can sound warbly or gravely. Lastly check the southeast path after sunset for occasional DX openings when the Solar Flux rises to 200 or above. Yes the ten-meter band can stay open 24 hours a day like 20 meters. Call CQ on usually crowded DX spots and you might get lucky. Good Hunting!
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	MEMBERSHIP is open to all who are interested in amateur radio. This club is sponsored by Argonne National Laboratory. Employees of ANL or DOE-Chicago are eligible for full membership. Auxiliary membership is available to non-employees.

W9ANL/R is an open repeater, coordinated on 145.19 MHz (‑600 input). The AARC repeater has been in operation on this frequency pair continuously since February 5, 1982.

W9ANL Packet node runs MSYS on 145.09 MHz.

CLUB NETS: 2 meter fm (1) Regular, every Monday evening at 9:00, and (2) the Night Patrol every night at 10:30, both on W9ANL/R. There is an open packet conference on W9ANL packet node every Monday evening at 8:00; type C at the BBS prompt. The Peanut Whistle Net (PWN) every Sunday at 1:30 p.m., and many evenings at 8:30 p.m. on 1932 kHz (cw/am/ssb), QRP.
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EDITOR
Bruce Epperson KA9JXU

EVENTS
Lew Garrison WB9PGO

SKYWARN ACTIVITIES
Deni Lamoreaux W9DS

PACKET RADIO
Loren Thompson KB9CTJ

LAST PAGE
Bill Karraker W9AVE

Please send club and editorial correspondence to the above address, or to baepperson@anl.gov. Please include “AARC” in the subject.

	
	
	
	
	


Editorial

by Bruce A. Epperson, KA9JXU

I would like to take a few lines here and say a few things about our one big operating event of the year. Field Day. Yes, I know that this is only March and June seems three long months away but planning can never start too early. That is why I am asking you, yes YOU, to just keep in the back of your mind these dates. June 24 and 25th. Sure, you will be hearing and seeing more about Field Day in the future before it all happens but if you are anything like me those three months will pass with blinding speed. And before you know it that magical weekend will be here when the bands will be active like no other time of the year, the generators will be humming, the operators will be calling CQ DE W9ANL, and the camaraderie will be at a fever pitch.

So dream a little. Think a little. What can I do to help out during this year's AARC Field Day? There is an old saying that goes something like "Many hands make light work". I believe it's true. When all pitch in, no matter how much, a better time is had by all.

I don't know about you but I can hardly wait. I'll see you there.

The treasurer's computer:

by Dale Travis AG9H

Members: East 32; West 5; Associate 87; Newsletter 9; Retired 28

Balances: Checking $5184.47; Cash $0.00; ANL fund $70.00

Distributed as: Club $1506.65; Equipment $936.65; Repeater $1674.85; Packet $1066.32

For the period January 20, 2000 thru February 24, 2000:

Income: Dues $142.00; Club $195.63; Eqp $24.53 Rptr $48.98; Pkt $3.94; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $165.00; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00; Eqp $0.00

88% of the full members and 77% of the associate members have signed up for 2000. This is about the same rate as last year. Included with this issue of the newsletter is a roster, sorted by call suffix, of the current members. It contains all of the member’s names that I show paid for 2000 as of February 24, 2000. If someone wants a roster sorted by name or any other field, just ask me for it and I'll do my best to get it for you. Here is a rerun of the access codes for the repeater:

*#813nn
Set code speed to nn words per minute.

*2580
Send 3 minutes of random 5 letter char groups.

*2587
Send 3 minutes of random words.

Please remember that you must ID before accessing the repeater for code practice. You don't have to say what you are going to do, just your call will do. e.g. 1) Key your transmitter, 2) wait for 3 to 4 seconds for the repeater to come up, 3) give your call, 4) issue the code to do what you want to do, & 5) unkey and listen for the acknowledgment (K).

AARC Board Meeting  2/15/00

by Jim Klick, K9FAT
Attendance:

Dennis Kelly  K9LJK
Bruce Epperson  KA9JXU

Loren Thompson  KB9CTJ
Jim Klick  K9FAT

Dick Konecny  K9IB
Jim Specht  W9GBL

Bruce reported that the President of Argonne Clubs advised him that retired members can now hold office, due to a change in their by-laws. We are going to verify this, and amend our rules to match. Dale Travis his indicated that he would be willing to continue to serve as Treasurer if this is true.

Loren reported that Bill Karraker gave him 8 more membership applications and they discussed the hat and patch sales.

Bruce had a list of members that he wanted to ask to serve on the Board. Dick Konecny, as repeater licensee will be a member.

Jim Specht and Loren Thompson also agreed to serve. Bruce will be asking the others on his list. He is trying to get some “new blood” involved in Club activities.

Bruce reported that he had arranged for the model airplane field to be used for Field Day in June. He will be starting to make plans soon.

We received a sizable donation from a Club member who wishes to remain anonymous. He wants it to be given to a student who is a newly licensed Ham. Jim Klick will contact the schools in the area for help in finding candidates. If any member has someone they know who would qualify, please let a Board Member know. We are not certain just how we will make a decision on how much will go to how many students. We are in the process of determining the details.

Jim Klick

Secretary
THE LAST PAGE

by Bill Karraker, W9AVE
THE CLUB BREAKFAST (ALWAYS THE 2ND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH) WILL BE MARCH 11TH, 8:30AM AT THE OL' COUNTRY BUFFET- 75th STREET AND LEMONT ROAD. IT IS IN THE SHOPPING CENTER IN THE NORTHWEST CORNER, WEST OF CUB FOODS ABOUT BY ABOUT ONE BLOCK.

OUR 9 P.M. CLUB NET IS ON EVERY MONDAY. ROGER ADAMS, WA9PUE IS DOING A FB JOB RUNNING IT. AND DO NOT FORGET ABOUT OUR 10:30 PM NITE PATROL EVERY NIGHT. PAUL, W9FNM IS ALSO DOING A FB JOB!

From a Technician to a General

from ARRL Letter
Pre-March 21, 1987, Technician redux: To qualify for a General class license starting April 15, 2000, applicants must present valid credit for Elements 1, 2, and 3 at a volunteer examiner session.

Those who held a Technician license, now expired or otherwise, prior to March 21, 1987, may claim Element 1 (5 WPM Morse code) and new Element 3 (current Element 3B, General exam) credit.

Those who held a Technician license, now expired or otherwise, prior to February 14, 1991, may claim only Element 1 credit, as may anyone who has ever held a Novice ticket.

The FCC rules provide Element 2 credit only for individuals who are currently licensed (or within the two-year grace period for renewal) at least at the Technician level.

This means that before applying for a General license, a former amateur licensed as a Technician prior to March 21, 1987, and no longer licensed or within the two-year grace period for renewal, also must obtain Element 2 credit.

To currently qualify for the Technician license (which conveys Element 2 credit) requires passing a 65-question two-part exam (Novice and Technician). Starting April 15, Element 2 will be a single 35-question exam.

































